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Excerpts: Slavery a Positive Good

John C, Calhoun
February 06, 1837

© Accessed: http://teachingamericanhistory org/library/document/slavery-a-positive-good/

I do not belong to the school which holds that aggression is to be met by concession.
Mine is the opposite creed, which teaches that encroachments must be met at the
beginning, and that those who act on the opposite principle are prepared to become
slaves. In this case, in particular I hold concession or compromise to be fatal.

As widely as this incendiary spirit has spread, it has not yet infected this body, or the
great mass of the intelligent and business portion of the North; but unless it be
speedily stopped, it will spread and work upwards till it brings the two great
sections of the Union into deadly conflict.

Already it has taken possession of the pulpit, of the schools, and, to a considerable
extent, of the press; those great instruments by which the mind of the rising
generation will be formed.

It is easy to see the end. By the necessary course of events, if left to themselves, we
must become, finally, two people. It is impossible under the deadly hatred which
must spring up between the two great nations, if the present causes are permitted to
operate unchecked, that we should continue under the same political system. The
conflicting elements would burst the Union asunder, powerful as are the links which
hold it together.

Abolition and the Union cannot coexist. As the friend of the Union I openly proclaim
it-and the sooner it is known the better. The former may now be controlled, butina
short time it will be beyond the power of man to arrest the course of events.

We of the South will not, cannot, surrender our institutions. To maintain the existing
relations between the two races, inhabiting that section of the Union, is
indispensable to the peace and happiness of both. It cannot be subverted without
drenching the country in blood, and extirpating one or the other of the races. Be it
good or bad, [slavery] has grown up with our society and institutions, and is so
interwoven with them that to destroy it would be to destroy us as a people.

But let me not be understood as admitting, even by implication, that the existing
relations between the two races in the slaveholding States is an evil:~far otherwise; I
hold it to be a good, as it has thus far proved itself to be to both, and will continue to



prove so if not disturbed by the fell spirit of abolition. I appeal to facts. Never before
has the black race of Central Africa, from the dawn of history to the present day,
attained a condition so civilized and so improved, not only physically, but morally
and intellectually.

But I take higher ground. I hold that in the present state of civilization, where two
races of different origin, and distinguished by color, and other physical differences,
as well as intellectual, are brought together, the relation now existing in the
slaveholding States between the two, is, instead of an evil, a good~a positive good.

Let there be concert of action, and we shall find ample means of security without
resorting to secession or disunion. I speak with full knowledge and a thorough
examination of the subject, and for one see my way clearly....I dare not hope that
anything I can say will arouse the South to a due sense of danger; 1 fear it is beyond
the power of mortal voice to awaken it in time from the fatal security into which it
has fallen.
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