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Do not think of this treaty of peace as merely a settlement with Germany. It is that. Itis a very
severe settlement with Germany, but there is not anything in it that she did not earn.... But the
treaty is so much more than that. It is not merely a settlement with Germany; it is a readjustment of
those great injustices which underlie the whole structure of European and Asiatic society.... [tis a
people's treaty, that accomplishes by a great sweep of practical justice the liberation of men who
never could have liberated themselves, and the power of the most powerful nations has been
devoted not to their aggrandizement but to the liberation of peeple whom they could have put
under their control if they had chosen to do so,

At the front of this great treaty is put the Covenant of the League of Nations....in the Covenant of
the League of Nations the moral forces of the world are mobilized. For what purpose?

Reflect, my fellow citizens, that the membership of this great League is going to include all the great
fighting nations of the world, as well as the weak ones. It is not for the present going to include
Germany, but for the time being Germany is not a great fighting country. All the nations that have
power that can be mobilized are going to be members of this League, including the United States.

And what do they unite for! They enter into a solemn promise to one another that they will never
use their power against one anther for aggression; that they never will impair the territorial integrity
of a neighbor; that they never will interfere with the political independence of a neighbor; that they
will abide by the principle that great populations are entitled to determine their own destiny and
that they will not interfere with that destiny; and that no matter what differences arise amongst
them they will never resort to war without first having done one or other of two things - either
submitted the matter of controversy to arbitration, in which case they agree to abide by the result
without question, or submitted it to the consideration of the council of the League of Nations, laying
before that council all the documents, all the facts, agreeing that the council can publish the
documents and the facts to the whole world, agreeing that there shall be six months allowed for the
mature consideration of those facts by the council, and agreeing that at the expiration of the six
months, even if they are not then ready to accept the advice of the council with regard to the
settlement of the dispute, they will still not go to war for another three months,

In other words, they consent, no matter what happens, to submit every matter of difference hetween
them to the judgment of mankind, and just so certainly as they do that, my fellow citizens, war will
be in the far background, war will be pushed out of that foreground of terror in which it has kept
the world for generation after generation, and men will know that there will be a calm time of
deliberate counsel.

It is a very simple organization. The power of the League, or rather the activities of the league, lie in
two bodies. There is the council, which consists of one representative from each of the principal
allied and associated powers-that is to say, the United States, Great Britain, France, [taly, and Japan,
along with four other representatives of smaller powers chosen out of the general body of the
membership of the League.

The council is the source of every active policy of the League, and no active policy of the League can
be adopted without a unanimous vote of the council. That is explicitly stated in the Covenant

itself. Does it not evidently follow that the League of Nations can adoept no policy whatever without
the consent of the United States?



The affirmative vote of the representative of the United States is necessary in every case. Now, you
have heard of six votes belonging to the British Empire. Those six votes are not in the

council. They are in the assembly, and the interesting thing is that the assembly does notvote, |
must qualify that statement a little, but essentially it is absolutely true.

In every matter in which the assembly is given a voice, and there are only four or five, its vote does
not count unless concurred in by the representatives of all the nations represented on the council,
so that there is no validity to any vote of the assembly unless in that vote also the representative of
the United States concurs,

That one vote of the United States is as big as the six votes of the British Empire. I am not jealous
for advantage, my fellow citizens, but I think that is a perfectly safe situation. There is no validity in
a vote, either by the council or the assembly, in which we do not concur. 5o much for the
statements about the six votes of the British Empire.

...Let us accept what America has always fought for, and accept it with pride that America showed
the way and made the proposal. I do not mean that America made the proposal in this particular
instance; I mean that the principle was an American principle, proposed by America,

There is one thing that the American people always rise to and extend their hand to, and that is the
truth of justice and of liberty and of peace. We have accepted that truth and we are going to be led by
it, and it is going to lead us, and through us the world, out into pastures of quietness and peace such as
the world never dreamed of before.



Case Against the League of Nations
Senator Henry Cabot Lodge {R-MA)
August 12, 1919

I amn as anxious as any human being can be to have the United States render every possible service to
the civilization and the peace of mankind, But I am certain that we can do it best by not putting
ourselves in leading strings, or subjecting our policies and our sovereignty to other nations. The
independence of the United States is not only more precious to ourselves, but to the world, than any
single possession.

Look at the United States today. We have made mistakes in the past; we have had shortcomings, We
shall make mistakes in the future and fall short of our own best hopes. But nonetheless, is there any
country today on the face of the earth which can compare with this in ordered liberty, in peace, and in
the largest freedom? I feel that I can say this without being accused of undue boastfulness, foritis a
simple fact. And in taking on these obligations, all that we do is in the spirit of unselfishness, and itis a
desire for the good of mankind, But it is well to remember that we are dealing with nations, every one
of which has a direct individual interest to serve, and there is grave danger in an unshared idealism,
Contrast the United States with any country on the face of the earth today and ask yourself whether the
situation of the United States is not the best to be found.

I will go as [ar as anyone in world service that the first step to world service is the maintenance of the
United States. You may call me selfish if you will, conservative or reactionary, or use any other harsh
adjective you see fit to apply. But an American I was born, an American I've remained ali my life. I can
never be anything else but an American, and I must think of the United States first. And when I think
of the United States first in an arrangement like this, I am thinking of what is best for the world. For if
the United States fails, the best hopes of mankind fail with it, T have never had but one allegiance; [
cannot divide it now. I have loved but one flag and I cannot share that devotion and give affection to
the mongrel banner invented for a league. Internationalism, illustrated by the Bolshevik and by the
men to whom all countries are alike, provided they can make money out of them, is to me repulsive.
National I must remain and in that way I, like all other Americans, can render the amplest service to the
world. '

The United States is the world's best hope, but if you fetter her in the interest through quarrels of
other nations, if you tangle her in the intrigues of Europe, you will destroy her powerful goed, and
endanger her very existence. Leave her to march freely through the centuries to come, as in the years
that have gone. Strong, generous, and confident, she has nobly served mankind. Beware how you trifle
with your marvelous inheritance -- this great land of ordered liberty. For if we stuinble and fall,
freedom and civilization everywhere will go down in ruin.



Speech on the League of Nations to the United States Senate
Senator William E. Borah (R-1D}
November 10, 1919

Mr. President, after Mr. Lincoln had been elected President, before he assumed the duties of the office
and at the time when all indications were to the effect that we would soon be in the midst of civil strife,
a friend from the city of Washington wrote him for instructions, Mr. Lincoln wrote back in a single line,
‘Entertain no compromise; have none of it." That states the position I occupy at this time and which I
have in my humble way occupied from the first contention in regard to this proposal of entering the
League of Nations....

Have we not heen told day by day for the last nine months that the Senate of the United States, a
coordinate part of the treaty-making power, should accept this league as it was written because the wise
men sitting in Versailles had so written it, and has not every possible influence and every source of
power in public opinion been organized and directed against the Senate to compel it to do that thing?

What is the result of all this? We are in the midst of all the affairs of Europe. We have joined in alliance
with all European concerns. We have joined in alliance with all the European nations which have thus
far joined the league, and all nations which may be admitted to the league. We are sitting there
dabbling in their affairs and intermeddling in their concerns. In other words, Mr. President-and this
comes to the question which is fundamental with me-we have forfeited and surrendered, once and for
all, the great policy of 'no entangling alliances' upon which the strength of this Republic has been
founded for 150 years....

There is another and even more commanding reason why I shall record my vote against this treaty. It
imperils what I conceive to be the underlying, the very first principles of this Republic. It is in conflict
with the right of our people to govern themselves free from all restraint, legal or moral, of foreign
powers...I will not I can not, give up my belief that America must, not alone for the happiness of her
own people, but for the moral guidance and greater contentment of the world, be permitted to live her
own life. Next to the tie which binds a man to his God is the tie which binds a man to his country, and
all schemes, all plans, however ambitious and fascinating they seem in their proposal, but which
embarrass or entangle and impede or shackle her sovereign will, which would compromise her freedom
of action I unhesitatingly put behind me....

Sir, we are told that this treaty means peace. Even so, ] would not pay the price. Would you purchase
peace at the cost of our independence?. ..

Mr, President, to recapitulate, Europe is still Europe, with all her racial antipathies and imperialistic
appetites, with the same standards of government, whatever name Government may bear, and the same
strange conceptions of right and justice in whatever terms she may clothe her schemes of ambition. She
is unchanged, and if we assume the task of effectuating a change, save as in the past by whatever power
precept and example may exert, we will end by becoming Europeanized in our standards and in our
conceptions of civilization or we will fall into disintegration and as a Republic die. If we give up our
independence and enter her councils with one vote, if we surrender our seat of authority here upon the
Western Continent, this place of command to which the living God directed our fathers that they, free
from all foreign entanglements, might work out a new scheme of government, if we quit our own stand
upon foreign soil, we shall return as our President returned from Versailles, stripped of our principles
and shorn of our ideals. Look upon his experience. The thoughtful will gather from it a lesson of deep
and lasting significance.



