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Unit Questions

® How did different political systems tespond to economic, political, and social disorder?

®  What role did international forces have in shaping a national identity?

o 1f 19th and eatly 20th centuty reform movements advocated for the expansion of individual rights,
then why were individuals willing o sacsifice their voice in government and/or their free will in the
interwar period?

& What are the connections between technological change, nationalism, and the growth of

totalitarianism?

Focus Questions
Writs the focus questions below.
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Befora wa go any further,
how was the world tied
together at the start of the

20' century?

- Communications networks made pessible by the
telegraph, telephone, and underses cable.

« Transportation networks made possible by the

vaflway, steamship, and (soon to cone) airplane.
« Trade and financial networks,

« Diplomaiicrelations and afliances,
+ Refations between imperial powers and the colonial
peoples they ruled,
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The last quarter of the 194
century saw great drou
famines inmany parts oft
world.

Thesadisasters were conn
£l Nifio climatic conditions

These disasters caused econ
social, and oliﬂca!dimurtl_miu
African and Asfan societiesjust
when European powerwas. |
strongest.

Wara thera sy negatives to
these Interactions betwaen
Enropeat countriog?

Burope’s leaders competed with :
sach other to dominate the modern 12
world. Thelvcompetitionhelped &
cavze World War |, the first crists of
Big Eva Hght,

Algo, many workes o Europe ol
that their polftical ard husiness
leaders breated them poorly.

And the Japanese
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8o, toreview: European
countries dominateda

booming world economy at
the start of Big Era Eight. But
many paoplainother places
{and some in Ewrope) did not
Itka this systom,

" So how did the cisss of

Big Era Fight change
W thing? -

1. Two wars and a worldwide economic colfapse
weakened Furopean donsinance as we knswit,
Warld \Wlar it

World Wary

2. But some countries (in Furope) saw these crises as
opportanities to galn new influence or take over
parts of the system.

World Warf was fought in several parts of

theworld, though the longestand biggest battfes took phace
in Europe, Tha war killad both soldiors and clyilians, and it
devastated both towns and countryside.
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The RBussian Revolution

Along with global
trade and finance,
sounds from radins
and images from
movies and
magazines helpsd
Jait & snoders global
cultare.

Therefors, after Workd War §, the modern world
becare mota clasely tied together than sver before,
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The Beprassion put ancther dent In the sense
of progress and possibility that many people
had felt. The global economy spread misery as
well as weatth and prasperity.




Did the Deprassion in the modetn
world system affact everyone the

sameway?

How did the Depressionand the
challenge of Communiem add to the
crisis in the modern workd?
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Fascist leaders used nationalism ond state control of tndustrias and
cufeurat fife to unite people of all classes,

Thase lpaders blarmad national troubles on fargigners and commmmiste.

Somme fascist-run countrias rscovered quickly from the Dapression, partly
by expanding thetr mllitary economntes,
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. The League of Nations

»
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" “The League of Nations was created i 1919 by the

peace treaties which ended the Great War. It had two
aims: to keep peace between nations and to make the
world a better place for all people.

To help achieve the aim of keeping wosld peace,
countries which joined the League had to sign a
promise not to go to war with any other member of
the League. They also agreed that if any member did
attack apother, the other members would join forces
to defend the country which was under attack. This
idea for keeping peace was called collective security.

The rules of the League stated that it would take
‘any action’ to keep the peace between nations. There
were, however, only three peace-keeping actions that
the League could realistically consider taking. One

- was to deal with a dispute by legal means, in the

League’s Permanent Cowrt of International Justice.
Another was to impose economic safctions on an
attacker; this meant that all other Leagne members

“would refuse to trade with the attacker, thus threat-

ening it with economic ruin if it did not stop the
attack. The third and most extreme course of action

wonld be to. impose military sanctions against the

attacker. This would mean forming a l.eague of
Nations army from the armies of League members
and using it to fight off the attacker.

During its first ten years, the League was asked to
deal with nine disputes between member cousntries.
In all but two cases it settled the disputes without

_ even having to use sanctions. Also to its credit, the

League had a number of special departments which
by 1929 were doing valuable work to improve inter-
natiopal relations. One of these was the Disarma-
ment Commission which tried to persuade member
nations to reduce their weapon stocks and to rely
instead on collective security for their defence. Great
hopes were aroused when the Commission announced
that sixty nations would meet in Geneva in 1932 for
the world’s first ever disarmament conference.

The limitations of the League

-Although the League achieved much in its first ten

years, even its supporters admitted that it had some
serious limitations. }

First and most important, not—every nation
belonged to the League. The United States of
America was not a member, for the US governments
of the 1920s followed a ‘policy of isolation’ from the
affairs of Burope, and did not want to get involved
in unnecessary foreign affairs. The USSR was not a
member becanse its communist leaders saw the
League as a club of ‘capitalist’ countries opposed to
communism. Although there were only ten non-
members in 1929, the fact that these two major
powers did not belong to the League was a serious
weakness. .

A second problem was that some members lacked
enthusiasm for the League. Germany, beaten in the

- Great War, was excluded until 1926; and even after

being admitted, many Germans looked on the League
as a ‘club of victors’ — the countries which had beaten
them in 1918. '

A third problem was that the League’s ability to
keep the peace had never been fully tested by 1929.
Although it had solved many of the disputes brought
before it, none had involved the world’s major
powers and none had required the use of sanctions.
There was no proof as yet that the League could
settle a dispute between two major powers and there
was no proof that sanctions could stop a war.

Despite its limitations, the League was an
established feature of the world scene by 1929 and
was highly regarded by people all over the*world. In
Britain alone, 400,000 people showed their support
for it by joining the League of Nations Union, a
body which aimed to promote the League’s work in
the country. Ramsay MacDonald, Prime .inister of
Britain in that year, summed up many of their feel-
ings when he said:

B. ‘The League of Nations’ . . . frowns will soon
be more dreaded than a nation’s arms, and
when that happens you and I shall have
security and peace.’

Wakter
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New Deal

790

The peace settlement of World War 1 left many nations
unhappy, and the League of Nations proved unable to deal
with the crises following the war. The brief period of prosperity
that began in Europe during the early 1920s ended in 1929
with the beginning of the Great Depression. This economic
collapse shook people’s confidence in political democracy and
paved the way for fear and the rise of extremist parties that
offered solutions to the hardships that many were enduring.

Uneasy Peace, Uncertain Security

' Discontent with the Treaty of Versailles and a weak League of

'Natlons opened the door to new problems in the interwar years.

HISTORY & YOU tmagine how your life wouid change if the price of everything
doubled each day. Read to learn how runaway inflation affected Germany after
World War I,

The peace settlement at the end of World War I tried to fulfill
nineteenth-century dreams of nationalism. It created new boundar-
ies and new states. From the beginning, however, the settlement left
nations unhappy. Border disputes poisoned relations in eastern
Europe for years. Many Germans vowed to revise the terms of the
Treaty of Versailles.

A Weak League of Nations
President Woodrow Wilson had realized that the peace settle-

ment included unwise provisions that could serve as new causes

for conflict. He had placed many of his hopes for the future in the
League of Nations. This organization, however, was not very
effective in maintaining the peace.

One problem was the faiture of the United States to join the
League. Most Americans wanted to avoid involvement in
European affairs. The U.S. Senate, in spite of President Wilson's
wishes, refused to ratify, or approve, the Treaty of Versailles. That
meant the United States could not join the League of Nations. With-
out the United States, the League of Nations’ effectiveness was
automatically weakened. As time would prove, the remaining
League members could not agree to use force against aggression.

French Demands

Between 1919 and 1924, desire for security led the French gov-
ernment to demand strict enforcement of the Treaty of Versailles.

—-13—




Territaries adminlstered by
the League of Nations ;

Franee sccupies
e Ruir Valley

Territory administered by 7
the League of Nations

. Hegions Compare this map 1o the map of Europe
before World War | on page 759. List all the coun-
tries shown on this map that are not shown on the
earlier map. What does your list tell you about the

political results of World War {7

2. Place What geographic characteristics of the Ruhr
Valley contributed to its occupation by France in

the early 1920s?

This tough policy began with the issue of
reparations (payments) that the Germans
were supposed to make for the damage
they had done in the war. In April 1921, the
Allied Reparations Commission deter-
mined that Germany owed 132 billion Ger-
man marks (33 billion US. dollars) for
reparations, payable in annual install-
ments of 2.5 billion marks.

The new German republic made its first
payment in 1921. By the following yeat,
however, the German government faced a

financial crisis and announced that it could
not pay any more reparations. Quiraged,
France sent troops to occupy the Ruhé
Valley, Germany’s chief industrial and
mining center. France planned to collect
reparations by using the Ruhr mines and
factories.

Inflation in Germany

The German government adopted a pol-
icy of passive resistance to this French occu-
pation. German workers went on strike.

CHAPTER 24 The West Between the Wars
—_— ‘E 4 —
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The German government mainly paid their
salaries by printing more paper money.
This only added to the inflation (rise in
prices) that had already begun in Germany
by the end of the war.

The German mark soon became worth-
less, In 1914, 4.2 marks equaled 1 U.S. dol-
lar. By November 1, 1923, it took 130 billion
marks to equal 1 dollar. By the end of
November, the ratio had increased to an
incredible 4.2 trillion marks to 1 dollar.

Economic adversity led to political upheav-
als. Both France and Germany began to seek
away out of the disaster. In August 1924, an
interpational commission produced a new
plan for reparations. The Day Tdn, named
after the American banker who chaired the
commission, first reduced reparations, It
then cootdinated Germany’s annual pay-
ments with its ability to pay.

The Dawes Plan also granted an initial
$200 million loan for German recovery.
This loan soon opened the door to heavy
American investment in Europe. A brief
period of European prosperity followed,
but it only lasted from 1924 to 1929,

The Treaty of Locarno

With prosperity came a new European
diplomacy. The foreign ministers of Ger-
many and France, Gustav Stresemann and
Aristide Briand, fostered a spirit of coo
tion. In 1925 they signed the Tiea
Locarho, which guaranteed Germany snew
western borders with France and Belgium.

Many viewed the Locarno pact as the
beginning of a new era of European peace.
On the day after the pact was concluded,
headlines in the New York Times read
“France and Germany Ban War Forever”
The London Times declared “Peace at Last.”
The new spirit of cooperation grew even
stronger when Germany joined the League
of Nations in March 1926.

Two years later, the Kellogg-Briand Pact
brotght even more hope, Sixty-three nations
signed this accord and pledged “to renounce
war as an instrument of national policy.”
Nothing was said, however, about what
would be done if anyone violated the pact.

‘ 889 Explaining Why was the
League of Natlons unabie to maintain peace?

SECTION 1 The Futile Search for Stability
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]’he Great Depression

'afd#l’!ﬂj’ﬁﬁq,w Underlying economic problems and an
American stock market crisis triggered the Great

Depression.

HISTORY & YOU The USS. stock market plunged in
2001 after terrorist attacks, but what would bave
happened if it had collapsed? Read to find out the
consequences of the 1929 stock market crash.

The brief period of prosperity that began
in Europe in 1924 ended in an economic
collapse that came to be known as the
Great Depression. A depression is a period
of low economic activity and rising
unemployment.

Causes of the Depression

Two factors played a major role in the
start of the Great Depression. First was a
series of downturns in the economies of
individual nations in the second half of the
1920s. Prices for farm products, especially
wheat, fell rapidly due to overproduction.

The second factor that triggered the
Great Depression was an international
financial crisis involving the U.S. stock
market. Much of the European progperity
between 1924 and 1929 was built on U.S.
bank loans to Germany. Germany needed
the U.S. loans to pay reparations to France
and Great Britain. During the 1920s, the
U.S. stock market boomed. By 1928, Amer-
ican investors pulled money out of Ger-
many to invest it in the stock market. Then,
in October 1929, the U.S. stock market
crashed. Stock prices plunged.

In a panic, U.S. investors withdrew even
more funds from Germany and other Euro-
pean markets. This withdrawal made the
banks of Germany and other European
states weak. The well-known Creditanstalt
Bank in Vienna collapsed in May 1931. By
then, trade was slowing, industrial pro-
duction was declining, and unemployment
was rising.

Responses to the Depression
Economic depression was not new to
Europe. However, the extent of the economic
downturn after 1929 truly made this the
Great Depression. During 1932, the worst
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year of the Depression, nearly 1 in every 4
British workers was unemployed. About 5.5
million Germans, or roughly 30 petcent of
the German labor force, had no jobs. The
unemployed and homeless filled the streets.

Governments did not know how to deal
with the crisis. They lowered wages and
raised tariffs to exclude foreign goods from
home markets. These measures made the
crisis worse and had serious political
effects.

One effect of the economic crisis was
increased government activity in the
economy. Another effect was a renewed

interest in Marxist ideas. Marx’s prediction
that capitalism would destroy itself
through overproduction seemed to be
coming true. Communism thus became
more populat, especially among workers
and intellectuals.

Finally, the Great Depression led masses
of people to follow political leaders who
offered simple solutions in return for dic-
tatorial power. Everywhere, democracy
seemed on the defensive in the 1930s.

| ES® Summarizing What were the
results of the Great Depression?

The, Great Depressmn fgft - .o
miHions of people’ unempioyed—_ :
nd nataonal aconomies In crisis.
] govemment attempts to solve
. the economic. problems failed, -
popular morate wanecf Many

answers,Extremist: pelltlcal parties
‘galned sup ert hy promising better ‘

Germdn Workers secking food or
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1. kdentifying Name three political effects

of the Great Depression.

2. Predicting How might post-Depression
political developments have led nations

to war?
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o 068,
established in Europe after World War |, the Depression

Democratlc States

AEthough new democracies were

shook people's confidence in political democracy.

HISTORY & YOU When you get stuck on a home-
work problem, do you look for help? Read ahout eco-
namic problems that sent desperate Europeans
searching for answers,

President Woodrow Wilson claimed that
World War I had been fought to make the
world safe for democracy. In 1919 his claim
seemed justified. Most European states,
both major and minor, had democratic
governments.

In a numbet of states, women could now
vote. Male palitical leaders had rewarded
women for their contributions to the war
effort by granting them voting rights.
(However, women could not vote until
1944 in France, 1945 in Italy, and 1971 in
and. )

" Tn the 1920s, Europe seemed to be return-
ing to the political trends of the prewar

ence than'.mhn aynard Keynes
3_6 vook,: General Theory of Employ—
ment, Interest, and Money, offered a_
‘new view of how economies wark.
ynes helieved government should
- take an active role in stimulfating the
-economy by creating.jobs, even if ithad
- +"i0 horrow money to do it. Workers would
. then have ‘maney to spend, stimulating
- _..demand for products Keynes's the- '"_
“ories created a new sehool of 0
‘thought. Until Keynes, most econo-
mists befieved Say's Law that “sup-

- ply creates demand.” Keynes reversed
this law. He maintained that "demand
“greates supply.” By the 1970s, the two
sides of the issus were clearly defined

" as “supply side” and “demand side.”

. Econonists sfill debate the pros and

" cons of both. How was Keynes's -
-+ theory difterent from Say's Law? =

era—parliamentary regimes and the growth
of individual liberties. This was not, how-
ever, an easy process. Four years of {otal
war and four years of postwar turmoil
made a “return to normalcy” difficult.

Germany

Imperial Germany ended in 1918 with
Germany’s defeat in the war. A German
democratic stat known as the !
(VYemanr) Republic was then created.
The Weimar Republic was plagued by seri-
ous econtomic problems.

Germany experienced runaway inflation
in 1922 and 1923. With it came serious
social problems. Families on fixed incomes
watched their life savings disappear.

To make matters worse, after a period of
relative prosperity from 1924 to 1929, Ger-
many was struck by the Great Depression. In
1930, unemployment had grown to 3 million
people by March and to 4.38 million by
December. The Depression paved the way
for fear and. the rise of extremist parties.

France

After the defeat of Germany, France
became the strongest power on the Euro-
pean continent. However, France, too, suf-
fered financial problems after the war. It
needed to rebuild the areas that had been
devastated in the war.

Because it had a more balanced economy
than other nations, France did not begin to
feel the full effects of the Great Depression
until 1932. The economic instability it then
suffered soon had political effects. During
a 19-month period in 1932 and 1933, six
different cabinets were formed as France
faced political chaos. Finally, in June 1936,
a coalition of leftist parties—Communists,
Socialists, and Radicals—formed the Pop-
ular Front government.

The Popular Front started a program for
workers that some have called the French
New Deal. This program was named after
the New Deal in the United States (discussed
later in this section). The French New Deal
gave workers the rzght to ol
Bargaininig (the right of unions to negohate
with employers over wages and hours), a
40-hour workweek in industry, a two-week
paid vacation, and a minfmum wage.




Great Britain

Industries such as coal, steel, and textiles declined after
the war, leading to a rise in unemployment. Two million
Britons were out of work in 1921.

Britain experienced limited prosperity from 1925 to 1929.
However, by 1929, Britain faced the growing effects of the
Great Dupression. The Labour Party failed to solve the
nation’s economic problems and fell from power in 1931.
A new government, led by the Conservatives, claimed
credit for bringing Britain out of the worst stages of the
Depression by using the traditional policies of balanced
budgets and protective tariffs.

Political leaders in Britain largeiy ignored the new ideas
of a British economist, Jéhn: Maynard:Keéyne§, who pub-
lished his General Theory of Employment, Interest, and Money
in 1936. He condemned the old theory that, in a free econ-
omy, depressions should be left to resolve themselves
without governmental interference. Keynes argued that
unemployment came from a decline in demand, not from
overproduction. Demand, in turn, could be increased by
putting people back to work building highways and pub-
lic buildings. If necessary, governments should finance
such projects with deficit'spending, or going into debt.

The United States

After Germany, no Western nation was more affected by the
Great Depression than the United States. By 1932, U.S. indus-
trial production had fallen almost 50 percent from its 1929
level. By 1933, there were more than 12 million unemployed

gsevélt won a landslide victory in the 1932
pre51dent1al election. Believing in free entetprise, Roos-
evelt believed that capitalism had to be reformed to save
it. He pursued a policy of active government intervention
in the economy, known as the New Deal,

The New Deal included an increased program of public
works. The Works Progress Administration (WPA), estab-
lished in 1935, was a government organization employing
about three million people at its peak. Workers built
bridges, roads, post offices, and airports.

The Roosevelt administration was also responsible for
new social legislation that began the U.5. welfare system.
In 1935 the Social Security Act created a system of old-age
pensions and unemployment insurance.

The New Deal’s reforms may have prevented a social
revolution in the United States. However, it did not solve
the unemployment problems. In 1938 American unem-
ployment still stood at more than 10 million. Only World
War II and the growth of weapons industries brought
U.S. workers back to full employment.

v Réﬁ&.ﬁ’g heck Summarizing How did the German people
respond to the Great Depression?
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£ ; Great
I .1 Depression

For help with the concepts in this section of Glencoe World
History, go to glences.com and click Study Central,
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" Human Rights By 1939
- gountries had adopted dictatoria
. aimed to control every aspec
" for state goals. i
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and Events - -
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Categorizing Information 4s you read, |
“use a web diagram fike the one below to list methods |
Mussolinl ysed to create a Fascist digtatorship. - e

F Interactive
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After World War 1, European democracy was under threat.
France and Britain remained democratic, but in Italy and
Russia, a new kind of dictatorship emerged with Mussolini’s
fascist state in Italy and Stalin’s totalitarian rule in Russia.
Other Western states like Spain tried to keep old elites in power
with authoritarian regimes.

The Rise of Dictators

(ZEB¥ The totalitarian states did away with individual freedoms,

HISTORY & YOU What if you could listen only to govemment-sponsored
programs? Read to learmn about a form of government that controls all aspects of
people’s lives.

The apparent triumph of democracy in Europe in 1919 was very
short-lived. By 1939, only two major European states—France and
Great Britain—remained democratic. Italy, the Soviet Union, Ger-
many, and many other European sfates adopted dictatorial
regimes. These regimes took both old and new forms.

A new form of dictatorship was the modern fotalitatian state. In
a totalitarian state, the government aims to control the political,
economic, social, intellectual, and cultural lives of its citizens.
New totalitarian regimes pushed the central state’s power far
beyond what it had been in the past. These regimes wanted more
than passive obedience. They wanted to conquer the minds and
hearts of their subjects. They achieved this goal through mass
propaganda techniques and high-speed modern communication.
Modern technology also gave totalitarian states an unprecedented
ability to impose their wishes on their subjects.

The totalitarian states were led by a single leader and a single
party. They rejected the ideal of limited government power and
the guarantee of individual freedoms. Instead, individual free-
dom was subordinated to the collective will of the masses. The
leader determined. that collective will, however. The masses were
expected to be actively involved in achieving the state’s goals.
Those goals might include war, a socialist state, ot a thousand-
year empire like the one Adolf Hitler wanted to establish.

Fascism in ltaly

Like other European countries, Italy experienced severe eco-
nomic problems after World War I Inflation grew, and both indus-
trial and agricultural workers staged strikes. Socialists spoke of
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1. Regions Which countries shown on
the map switched from democratic to
some form of nondemocratic govern-
ment in the 1930s?

2. Regions In what way did the political
divisions of the 1930s suggest possi-
ble trouble ahead?

et StudentWorks™ Plus
© orglencoecom. ‘

revolution. The middle class began to fear
a Communist takeover like the one that
had recently occurred in Russia. Industrial
and agricultural strikes created more divi-
sion. Prom this background of widespread
unrest emerged Mussolini.

In the early 1920s, Benito Mussolinj
(Moo esuhe LEE#nee) set up the first Euro-
pean fascist movement in Italy. Mussolini
began his political career as a Socialist. In
1919 he created a new political group, the
Fascio di Combattimento, or League of Com-
bat. Fascism comes from that name.

! :

(INA
OGRAF

(& _POLITICS IN EUROPE, 19305~

A Communist
{ Fascist
Democratic

Demacratic, became
Authoritarian :

[~ Democratic, became ]
Fascist

As a political philosophy, fascism
{(FA espnmezuhm) glorifies the state above
the individual by emphasizing the need
for a strong central government led by a
dictatorial ruler. In a fascist state, the gov-
ernment controls the people and stifles any
opposition.

By 1922, Mussolini’s movement was
growing quickly. The middle-class fear of
socialisim, communism, and disorder made
the Fascists increasingly attractive to many
people. Mussolini knew that many Italians
were still angry over the peace settlement.

CHAPTER 24 The West Between the Wars
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The failure to receive more land under the
treaty was a deep source of resentment. He
knew nationalism was a powerful force
and demanded more land for Italy. Mus-
solini converted thousands to the Fascist
Party with his nationalistic appeals.

In 1922 Mussolini and the Fascists threat-
ened to march on Rome if they were not
given power. Victor Emmanuel 11, the king
of Italy, gave in and made Mussolini prime
ministet.

Mussolini used his position as prime min-
ister to create a Fascist dictatorship. New
laws gave the government the right to stop
any publications that criticized the Catholic
Church, the monarchy, or the state. The
prime minister was made head of the gov-
ernment with the power to make laws by
decree. The police were given unrestricted
authority to arrest and jail anyone for either
political or nonpolitical crimes.

In 1926 the Fascists outlawed all other
political parties in Italy and established a
secret police, known as the OVRA. By the

m this poster, the. .
kackground engraving .
Is of Romulus and

Rome. Mussolini holds
the fasces, a bundle of
rods tled together with’
an ax: A symbol

anclént Rome*

end of the year, Mussolini ruled Italy as If
Duce (eel DOOschay), “The Leader.”

The Fascist State

Believing that the Fascist state should be
totalitarian, Mussolini used various means
to establish complete control over the Ital-
ian people. The OVRA watched citizens’
political activities and enforced govern-
ment policies. Police actions in Ttaly, how-
ever, were never as repressive or savage as
those in Nazi Germany (discussed later in
this chapter).

The Italian Fascists also tried to exercise
control over all forms of mass media,
including newspapers, radio, and film.
The media was used to spread propa-
ganda. Propaganda was infended to mold
Italians into a single-minded Fascist com-
munity. Most Italian Fascist propaganda,
however, was fairly basic and mainly con-
sisted of simple slogans like “Mussolini Is
Always Right.”

1. Explaining How does Mussolini
describe the role of the individual
in the Fascist state?

2, Making Connections What is

the significance of the background
engraving in the poster?
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The Fascists also used organizations to
promote the ideals of fascism and to control
the population. For example, by 1939, Fas-
cist youth groups included about 66 percent
of the population between the ages of 8 and
18. These youth groups particularly focused
on military activities and values.

With these organizations, the Fascists
hoped to create a nation of new Italians
who were fit, disciplined, and war-loving,
In practice, however, the Fascists largely
maintained traditional social attitudes.
This is especially evident in their policies
regarding women. The Fascists portrayed
the family as the pillar of the state. Seen as
the foundation of the family, women were
to be homemakers and mothers. Accord-
ing to Mussolini, these roles were “their
natural and fundamental mission in life.”

In spite of his attempts, Mussolini never
achieved the degree of totalitarian control
seen in Hitler’s Germany or Stalin’s Soviet
Union (discussed later in this chapter). The
Italian Fascist Party did not completely
destroy the country’s old power structure.
Some institutions, including the armed
forces, managed to keep most of their inde-
pendence. Victor Emmanuel III was also
retained as king.

Mussolini’s compromise with the tradi-
tional institutions of Italy was especially
evident in his dealings with the Catholic
Church. Mussolini’s regime recognized the
sovereign independence of a small atea
within Rome known as Vatican City. The
Church had claimed this area since 1870. In
return, the pope recognized the Italian state.
Mussolini's regime also gave the Church a
large grant of money and recognized
Catholicism as the “sole religion of the
state.” In return, the Catholic Church urged
Italians to support the Fascist regime.

In all areas of Italian life under Mussolini
and the Fascists, a large gap existed between
Fascist ideals and practices. The Italian Fas-
cists promised much but delivered consider-
ably less. They would soon be overshadowed
by a much more powerful fascist movement
10 the north—that of Adolf Hitler, a student
and admirer of Mussolini.

¥ Examining How did Mussolini

gai power in ltaly

_A New Era in the USSR

4 MJ‘""“ fﬂﬂ‘ Fin the Soviet Union, Stalin maintained
total power hy murdering his political opponents,

HISTORY & YOU 1f a U,S. president dies in office,
how is he or she replaced? Read 1o find out the diffi-
culties for succession when Lenin died.

As discussed earlier, Lenin followed a
policy of war communism during the civil
war in Russia. The government controlled
most industries and seized grain from
peasants to ensure supplies for the army.

Once the war was over, peasants began
to sabotage the Communist program by
hoarding food. The situation became even
worse when drought caused a terrible fam-
ine between 1920 and 1922. As many as 5
million lives were lost. With agricultural
disaster came industrial collapse. By 1921,
industrial output was only 20 percent of its
1913 level.

Russia was exhausted. A peasant banner
proclaimed, “Down with Lenin and horse-
flesh. Bring back the czar and pork.” As
Leon Trotsky said, “The country, and the
government with it, were at the very edge
of the abyss.”

Lenin’s New Economic Policy

In March 1921, Lenin pulled Russia back
from the abyss. He abandoned war com-
munism in favor of his New- Economi¢
Policy (NEP). The NEP was a modified
version of the old capitalist system. Peasants
were allowed to sell their produce openly.
Retail stores, as well as small industries that
employed fewer than 20 workers, could be
privately owned and operated. Heavy indus-
try, banking, and mines, however, remained
in the hands of the government.

The Soviet Union

In 1922 Lenin and the Communists for-
mally created a new state called the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics. The state is
also known as the USSR (by its initials) or
as the Soviet Union (by its shortened form).
By that time, a revived market and a good
harvest had brought an end to famine.
Soviet agricultural production climbed to
75 percent of its prewar level.

CHAPTER 24 The West Between the Wars
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(Overall, the NEP saved the Soviet Union
from complete economic disaster. Lenin
and other leading Communists, however,
intended the NEP to be only a temporary
retreat from the goals of communism.

Industrialization

Lenin died in 1924, A struggle for power
began at once among the seven members
of the DPolitburo (PAHeluhtesyure
ox)-—the Communist Party’s main policy-
making body. The Politburo was severely
divided over the future direction of the
Soviet Union.

One group, led by Leon Trotsky, wanted
to end the NEP and launch Russia on a
path of rapid industrialization, chiefly at
the expense of the peasants. This group
also wanted to spread communism abroad.
It believed that the revolution in Russia
would not survive without other commu-
nist states.

Another group in the Politburo rejected
the idea of worldwide communist revolu-
tion. Instead, it wanted to focus on building
a socialist state in Russia and to continue
Lenin’s NEP. This group believed that rapid
industrialization would harm the living
standards of the Soviet peasants.

The Rise of Stalin

These divisions were further strained by
an intense personal rivalry between Leon
Trotsky and another Politburo member,
Joseph' Stalin. In 1924 Trotsky held the
post of commissar of war. Stalin held the
bureaucratic job of party general secretary.
The general secretary appointed regional,
district, city, and town party officials. Thus
this bureaucratic job actually became the
most important position in the party.

Stalin used his post as general secretary
to gain complete control of the Communist
Party. The thousands of officials Stalin
appointed provided him with support in
his bid for power. By 1929, Stalin had
removed the Bolsheviks of the revolution-
ary era from the Politburo and had estab-
lished a powerful dictatorship. Trotsky,
pushed out of the party in 1927, eventually
made his way to Mexico. There he was mut-
dered in 1940, probably on Stalin’s orders.

SECTION 2 The Rise of Dictatorial Regimes

._..2 5....

Five-Year Plans

The Stalin Era marked. the beginning of
an economic, social, and political revolu-
tion that was more sweeping in its results
than were the revolutions of 1917, Stalin
made a significant shift in economic policy
in 1928 when he ended the NEP. That year
he launched his First Five-Year Plan. The
Five-Year Plans set economic goals for
five- -year periods. Their purpose was to
transform Russia virtually overnight from
an agricultural into an industrial country.

The First Five-Year Plan emphasized
maximum production of military equip-
ment and capital goods (goods devoted to
the production of other goods, such as
heavy machines). The plan quadrupled the
production of heavy machinery and dou-~
bled oil production. Between 1928 and
1937, during the first two Five-Year Plans,
steel production in Russia increased from

. 4 million to 18 million tons (3.6 to 16.3

million t) per year.

Costs of Industrialization

The social and political costs of industri-
alization were enormous. Little thought
was given to caring for the expanded labor
force in the cities. The number of workers
increased by millions between 1932 and
1940. However, total investiment in hous-
ing actually declined after 1929. The result
was that millions of workers and their
families lived in miserable conditions. Real
wages in industry also declined by 43 pet-
cent between 1928 and 1940. Strict laws
even limited where workers could move.
To keep workers content, government pro-
paganda stressed the need for sacrifice to
create the new socialist state.

With rapid industrialization came an
equally rapid collectivization of agric:ul—
ture. Collectivization was a system in
which private farms were eliminated.
Instead, the government owned all of the
land, and the peasants worked it.

The peasants resisted by hoarding crops
and killing livestock. In response, Stalin
stepped up the program. By 1930, 10 mil-
lion peasant households had been collec-
tivized. By 1934, 26 million family farms
had been collectivized into 250,000 units.
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Costs of Stalin’s Programs During this time, Stalin purged amy offi-
Collectivization was done at tremendous  °rS diplomats, unjon officials, intellectu-
cost. The hoarding of food and the slaughter als, ,a"?d ordiqary citizens. An es{ti;n”e}ted
of livestock led to widespread famine. Stalin 8 million Russians were ar%'este:\d. yaIons
himself is supposed to have said that 10 ml- W™ sent to labor camps in Siberia; they
Jion peasants died in the famines of 1932 and ~ NEVE! returned. Others were executed.
1933. Stalin gave the peasants only one con- T‘he Sta.hn era also overt‘urned permissive
cession. Fach collective farm worker could  Social legislation enacted in the early 1920s.

have one tiny, privately owned garden plot. go promc.)t? ;qléal rgh:i fglj w?men, the
Stalin’s programs had other costs as well. OIIUIISES had made e divorce process

To achieve his goals, Stalin strengthened his easier. Thgy had also encouraged women to
control over the party. Those who resisted work outside ’fhf:: home. Afte_r Stalin came to
were sent into forced labor camps in Siberia. power, the family was praised as 2 small
Stalin’a desire to make all decisions led to collec;tzve. Parents were responsible for
purges, or removal, of the Old Bolsheviks. te.acblgg the vai‘rtes O_f hard work, duty, and
These people had been involved in the early discipline to their children.
days of the movement. Between 1936 and
1938, the most prominent Old Bolsheviks : LG g Summarizing What was
were put on trial and condemned to death.  Lenin's New Ecenomic Policy?
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Powerful landowners, the churches, and even some
members of the small middle class feared land reform.
They also feared communist upheaval and ethnic conflict.
These groups looked to authoritarian governments to
maintain the old system. Only Czechoslovakia, which had
a large middle class, a liberal tradition, and a strong indus-
trial base, maintained its political democracy.

Spain

In Spain, too, political democracy failed to survive.
Although the middle dass and intellectuals supported the
Second Republic, the new government began falling apart
shortly after it was created in 1931. Rivalries between
political parties and personal rivalries between their lead-
ers tore Spain apart. Spain's Second Republic lasted only
five years, three months, and three days.

Francisco F¥anco rose rapidly within the military ranks.
He became Furope’s youngest general. When chaos swept
Spain, the Spanish military forces under Franco’s leader-
ship revolted against the democratic government in 1936.
Abrutal and bloody civil war began.

Foreign intervention complicated the Spanish Civil War.
The fascist regimes of Italy and Germany aided Franco’s
forces. They sent him arms, money, and soldiers. Hitler
used the Spanish Civil War as an opportunity to test the
new weapons of his revived air force. German bombers
destroyed the city of Guernica in April 1937. Spanish artist
Pablo Picasso immortalized the horrible destruction in his
mural Guernica.

The Spanish republican government was aided by 40,000
foreign volunteers. The Soviet Union sent in trucks, planes,
tanks, and military advisers.

The Spanish Civil War came to an end when Franco’s
forces captured Madrid in 1939. In April of that year,
Franco issued a statement:

PRIMARY SOURCE

“Today, the Red Army having been disarmed and captured, the
National troops have reached their final mifitary objectives. The war is
over—Burgos, April 1, 1939, the Year of Victory—Generalissimo
Franco.”

—Portrait of Spain, Francisco Franco, as quoted in Tad Szulc, 1972

Franco established a dictatorship that favored large
landowners, businesspeople, and the Catholic clergy.
Because Franco’s dictatorship favored traditional groups
and did not try to control every aspect of people’s lives, it

is an example of an authoritarian rather than a totalitar-

ian regime.

Explaining How did Czechoslovakia malntaln

its political democracy?
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Authoritarian States in
the West

G Authoritarian governments in the West
“worked to preserve the existing social order,

HISTORY & YOU if you were living in a new nation,
what kind of government would you want? Read to
learn about the types of governments adopted by
new states in eastern Europe after World War 1.

A number of governments in the Western
world were not totalitarian but were authori-
tarian, These states adopted some of the fea-
tures of totalitarian states, in particular, their
use of police powers. However, these author-
itarian governments did not want to create a
new kind of mass society. Instead, they
wanted to preserve the existing social order.

Pablo Picasso created his famous mural Guernica for
the 1937 World’s Fair in Paris. “[In Guernica,] | clearly
express my loathing for the military caste that has
plunged Spain into a sea of suffering and death.”

1. Explalning What effect did new war technology
have in the batlie at Guernica?

2. Analyzing What one word best describes your
response to Guernica? Use details from the paint-
ing to explain how the artist creates this feeling.

Eastern Europe
At first, it seemed that political democ-

_racy would becorne well established in east-

ern Europe after World War L Austria,
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia (known
as the kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, and
Slovenes until 1929), Romania, Bulgaria,
and Hungary all adopted parliamentary
systems., However, authoritarian regimes
soon replaced most of these systems.
Parliamentary systems failed in most east-
ern European states for several reasons.
These states had little tradition of political
democracy. In addition, they were mostly
rural and agrarian. Many of the peasants
were illiterate (could not read or write).
Large landowners still dominated most of
the land, and they feared the peasants, Eth-
nic conflicts also threatened these countries.

-German éirpianés equ'ipped‘wlth machine guns arid'bu'mhs
. cnmpletely destroyed the small village of Guernica in Apr]l
C 1637 during the Spanlsh chvil War, . -




Name:

A & E Biography: Mussolini - Italy’s Nightmare

i Describe the environment Mussolini grew up in§ What was his life like? What was he
like in school?

2. How did Mussolini use the media to help sontrol the population?

3. How did Mussolini describe the Fascist party?

4. How did Mussolini describe himself? What was he calied?

5. Why did King Victor Emmanuel [ll give info Mussaclini so easily?

T . .

5. Why was Mussolini not content with seizing power peacefully?

Loawre
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7.As a Iea'der, how did Mussolini gain popuiarity?ﬁ

Please note - the fdllowing two questions will be a running list for the remainder of the
video.
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BATTLES AND CORPORATIONS:
ECONOMIC POLICIES

As you know, Itzly was a poor country. One of
Mussolini’s great ambitions was to make it rich. This

meant tackling all sorts of major economic problems
which no previous goverament had been able to salve,

.

Economic battles

Mussolini lked to tackle economic problems by
declaring war on them, The worst economic problem

facing him when he came to power was the terrible |
poverty of southern Raly and Sicily. He therefore |

launched the ‘battle over the Southern Problen’ in
1924 and went in person to Sicily where he Iaid the
foundation stone of a new village named Mussolinia. It
was to be the, first of thousands of new villages which
would transform the lives of the poor.

In 1975 he started the ‘battle for wheat’. His aim
was to get farmers 10 grOW mMOore wheat so that Italy
would not have to spend money on importing it from
abroad. The farmers who grew most wheat each year
were awarded gold, silver or bronze medals in special
. ceremonies. Mussolini regularly appeared ‘on farms,

nsually stripped o the waist, helping 1o bring in the
harvest. Newspapers had to give massive coverage of
such events. -

In 1926 war was declared on waste land. The “battle
for land’ meant draining marshes and swamps,
ploughing bare hillsides and clearing woodlands 50
to increase the smount of farming land."The greatest
effort was put into draining the Pontine Marshes, a
huge mosquito-infested swamp near Rome.

Mussolini fought bardest to increase the size .of
Taly’s population. The ‘battle- for births’ was an
atrempt to increase the number of Tralians from 40 to

60 million. by 1950, More people meant more soldiers.
Mothers were therefore given generous matesnity
benefits. Couples with six children or more did not
have to pay any tax while bachelors hed to pay
supplementary taxes which were especially high for
those between the ages of 35 and 50. Newly marrded
couples were given cheap raflway tickets so that they
couid go on honeymoon, Every Chtistmas Eve the 93
mothers (one from each provinee of Ttaly) who hed
horne most children during their lives were given
prizes, In the record year of 1934 the 93
award-winning mothers had borne 2 total of 1300
children between them! . . ,

Mussolini had 2 battle plart for just zbout every kind

- of economic’ problem, When the value of the Italian
currency dropped in 1926 he began the "battle for the
fira’ to restore its value. ‘There were even battles
ngainst sparows, mice and fHies. . .

Above: Mussoling

uraging farmers 1o work harder in
the ‘battle for wheat'

Below: Mussolini and his wife Rachele set an example in
the “battle for births’: their children Anna Matia,
Romana, Edda, Bruno and Vittorio
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town of Mussolinia was never heard of again, none of
the thousands of villages planned for Sicily was built,
and the South remained very poor. His only real
achievernent there was to put many of the Mafia, 2
secret criminal organisadon, in prisom after trying
thern in the special courts he set up in 1926.

The ‘bartle for wheat' was more successful, for
wheat production nearly doubled by 1939. But so
much extra land was used for growing it that the
output of fruit, olives and other crops went down. In
winning one battle Mussolini simply created another
problem.

"The “battle for land’ was mostly a fatlure. Only one
area of waste land was properly reclaimed — the
Pontine Marshes —and this was done in order to
fmpress tourists visiting Rome a8 much as to cresre
extra farming land.

The “battle for births’ failed disastrously. Despite:
the prizes and the propagenda and the tax incentives,
the number of births each year fell steadily during the
1930s. .

" The Corporate State

. pothing to do with batles,

Mussolini’s favourite economic achicvement had
however. It was the
Corporate State. He
1925 when he sbolished trade

creation of what be cailed the
began building it in

unions snd employers’ organisationg. In their place he

eventually set up twenty-two ‘Corporations’, Fach was
desigmed to bring together workers and bosses in
similar types of work. The Timber Corporation, for

1
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. .
. Mpssolini never really won any of his ‘bartles’. The"

example, included &verybody who made 2 living by .
working with wood ~ carpenters, tree fellers, joiners, -
timber merchants, match makers, and so on.

‘Fach of the twenty-two Corporations was headed b:r:

representatives of the workers and the bosses~¢ |

‘hree members of the Fascist Party to keep an eye v/ ’

them. They then sent delegates to the General
Assembly of Corporations which was headed by
Maussolini himself, for he hdd made himself Minister
of Corporations. This Assembly was supposed to make
importint decisions about the country’s £conomic
policy and about wages and prices. In this way
Mussolini hoped to get rid of class differences and

. make every Italian into a willing servant of the state,

. Assembly’s advice and took

1

replaced It with a

working hard to make Italy rich and strong.

It never worked. Mussolini usually ignored the
the jmportant decisions
imself, The bosses in each Corporation always hada
bigger say than the workers because experienced trade
inionists who knew how to argne with them were
mostly in prison or in hiding. And the system was
corrupt. Friends and relatives of Mussolini and
high-up Party officials got all the best jobs in the
Corporations, and used their positions to line their
own pockets,

Mussolini tred to make the Corporate State more
meaniogful in 1938, He abolished paxfiament and
‘Chamber of Fasci and
Corporations’. This was a mew kind of parlisment
which represented people according to the type of
work they did rather than according fo where they
Tived. But like everything else in the Corporate Star ™ |
was dominated by the Fascists and had no real pow _.)

b
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CONTROLLING PEOPLE’S MINDS

Yyt

Rty
;7 e e
AT

A group of Balillos parading through Rome

MUSSOLINI IS ALWAYS RIGHT,” This slogan could be
seen and heard everywhere in Fascist Italy, To make
snre that [talians really believed that Mussolini could
never be wrong, the Fascist Party had to control the
way in which people thought and acted. This mesant

‘controlling all aspects of their lives.

Controlling the young

The minds of young people were particularly
tmportant. If Fascism was to last, the young must
grow up loyal to Mussolini and to the Party. So schools
tanght them Fascist jdeas from a very early age,
Infants began their school day by sayiag this prayer:

"¢ believe in the genius of Mussolini . .. |
in the conversion of Tralians and in .
the resurrection of thé Empire. Amen.’

Older children learned about Fascism from sp;:cially{“
written textbooks. This story is from the textbonl

t:}.&r

written for eight-year-olds: .

“Teacher”, said Bruno to the mistress as she
entered the class, “yesterday Daddy boughta
new flag. . . . Tomorrow we are going to put it
on the balcony so that everybody in the street will
be able to see it.” .

“T'm sure you willl But tomorrow all the

_balconies and all the windows will have flags.

And do you know why?” '
“Yes teacher]™ cried the children, jumping 1o

. their feet.

“Good all of youl But let only Bruno speak.
What is it tomorrow?” :

“THR TWENTY-RIGHTH OF OCTOBER”.

“And what is the twenty-eighth of October?”

a1t is the anniversary of the March on Rome.
The Fascists in their Black Shirts enter Rome
and put everything in order., Then the Duce
arrives and says ‘Go away all nasty Italians who

—13 3o ot know how to do things for the good. Now




Twill sce to putting everything right. Long live
Imlyl”! . N .
“GoodI™ said the mistress. . . *

Our of school, young people were expected to join
youth organisations run by the Party. At the age of
four a boy joined the group cailed Sons of the She
“Wolf, and was given his first black shirt, At cight, he
joined the most important of the youth groups, the
Balille, named after an Italian boy who threw a rock
at an Austrian policemsn in the eighteenth century.
The Balilla was similar to the Boy Stout movement,
which Mussolini abolished in 1927, but the difference
was that the boys carried guns and did military
training. The Balillz code described the ideal young
. Fascist like this: .

‘He tempers all enthusiasm with iron

discipline . . . despiscs fear, loves the hard life
dnd serves with faith, passion and happiness the
cause of Fascism.’

Girls joined similar organisations which trained

them to believe that the ideal woman stayed at home

and brought up the children.: 2., =0 .

Controlling adults

Adults as well as the yonng were bombarded with
Fascist propaganda. Everywhere the walls were
plastered with slogans fike these:

‘BELIEVE! OBEY] FIGHT!

, BETTER TO LIVE ONE DAY LIKE A LION THAN A
HUINDRED YEARS LIKE A SHEEP! *
‘NOTHING HAS EVER BEEN WON IN HISTORY
WITHOUT BLOODSHED}

“WAR IS TO THE MALE WHAT CHILDEEARING IS
TO THEFEMALE! .

If they went to the cinerna or opened a newspaper they
would often see long reports of Mussolini’s speeches.
- These always-appeared to be exciting oceasions, for he
ok ‘applause squads with him to whip up
enthusiasm in his audiences. .
Even leisure was firmly controlled. An organisation
called Dopolavoro {(After work) arranged sporting
activities and provided wockers with cheap packsge

. L
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holidays. Minculpop (Ministry of Popular Cuifure),
made sure that films, plays, radio programumes and
books glorified Mussolini and Fascism, The Party
tried especially hard to control sport, for victory in
international matches would show the streng—g’""\
Fascism. Football was therefore brought under b )
control and a Chief Referee with a gold whistle was
appointed. Tennis players had to play in black shirts
aud give the Fascist salute at the end of maiches

" instead of shaking hands,

The Fascist Party controlled time jtself. A new |
calendar was introduced in 1933, New Year's Day was
to be on 29 October each year and Year One began in
1922, maldng 1933 the eleventh Fascist Year.

Religion

Only one area of the life of Ttalians remained outside
Paxty control, and that was religion. Mussolini needed
and wanted the support of the Pope for his
dictatorship so, although he did not believe in
Christianity, he set about iraproving relations with the
Roman Catholic church. He had his children baptised
in church and then married their mother in church.
He made swearing in piblic a crime, shut down many
wine shops and night clubs, and alowed the cross to
be hung up in schoo! rooms and in government offices.
Then he began secret talks with Cardinal Gasparri, a
leading Vatican official.

In 1929 Mussolini and Gasparri signed a treaty in
the Lateran, the Pope’s cathedral in Rome. The
Lateran Treaty gave the Pope 1,750,000 lire . iny
compensation for the land taken from him when T 3
was united. It made the Vatican City where he Bvo.c
inte an independent state with its own small army,
police force, law courts, post office and railway
station, It made religious education compulsory in ail
schools and. allowed the “Ttalian Catholic Actior’, an
organisation for spreading Cathelic idess, to £arry on
its work.,

Mussolini thought of the Lateran Treaty as his
finest achievement. He had healed the split between

- church and state which had lasted for over sixty years.
This delighted Italian Catholics and made them more
loyal to Fascism. ‘Tt also meant thdt Mussolini conld

count on the Pope’s support.

—3f4—-
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364  Part Thra Western Civilization in Crisis

Benito Mussolini

FASCIST DOCTRINES

‘fen years after he seized power, Musdolini, assisted by philosopher Giovanni
Gentile (1875~1944), contributed an article to the Italiam Encyclopedia in which
Le discussed fascist political and social doctrines. In this piece, Mussolind
lauded viclence as a positive experience; attacked Marxism for denying ideal-
istm by subjecting human beings to economic laws and for dividing the pation

into watring classes;

and denounced liberal democracy for promoting indi-

vidual scifishness at the expense of the national commmuity and for being un-
able to solve the nation’s problems. The fascist state, he said, required unity

and power, not individual freedom. The following excerpts

solini’s article.

:

... Above all, Fascism, the more it considers
and observes the furure and the development of
humanity quite apact from political considesa-
rions of the moment, believes neither in the
possibility nor che utility of perpetual peace, It
thus repudiates the doctrine of Pacifism—born
of o renunciation of the struggle and en act of
cowardice in the face of sacrifice, Wear alone
brings up to its highest tension all human en-
ergy and puts the stamp of nohility upon the
peoples who have the courage fo meet jr, All
othee trials are substitutes, which never really
put men into the position where they have to
rnake the great decision—the alterpative of life
or desrh, Thus = doctrine which is founded
wpon this hazmful postalate of peace is hostile
to Pascism, And thus hostile to the spirit of
Pascism, though accepted for what use they can
be in dealing with pasticular political sitna-
tions, are all the international leagues and soci-
eties which, as history will show, can be scattered
+0 the winds when once stcong netional feeling
is aroused by any motive—senrimentsl, ideal,
or practical. This anti-pacifist spirit is carried
by Fascism even into the life of the individual;
the proud maotto of the Squadrista, “Me pe frego”
[Tt doesn't matter}, written on the bandage of
¢he wound, is an act of philosophy sot only stoic,
the surnmary of a doctrine 0ot only politlcal—
it is the education to combat, the accepration

_35_

are from Mus-

of the risks which combat implies, and & new
way of life for Ttaly. Thus the Fascist accepts life
and loves it, knowing nothing of and despising
suicide: he rather conceives of life as duty and
straggle snd conquest, life whith should be
high and full, lived for oneself, bur above all
for others—those who are at hand and those-
who are far distant, contemporarics, and those
who will come after. . .. L

. Pascism [is} the complete opposite of
. - . Marxian Socialism, the materialist concep-
rion of history; according to which the history
of human civilization can be explained simply
through the conflict of interssts among the
varions social groups and by the change and
development in the means and instruments of
production. That the changes in the economic
field—new discoveries of raw materials, new
methods of working them, and the inventions
of scienice—have their importance no one can
deny; but that these factors are sufficient to ex-
plain the history of humsniry excluding all
others is an absurd delusion. Rascism, now and
always, believes in holihess and in herolsm;
that is to say, in actions influenced by qo eco-
nomic motive, direct or indirect, And if the
cconomic conception of history be denied, ac-
cording to which theory men are no more than
puppets, carried to and fro by the waves of
chance, while the real directing forces are quire
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Modern World History ~ Name:
Heideman/Hemond Class Color:,
Marxism: The Theory that Split a Werld { 26 minutes)

1) How did industrialization lead to Marxism?

2} Explain Marx’s theory:
3. What does Marx say is the “basic law of history™?

b, Why are the bourgecisie/ middle class doomed to be overthrown and
by whom?

c. What will the role of the state be under Marx's final stage of the
revolution? :

3) What happened to capltalism in Europe and how did it affect the -
attractiveness of Marx's theory? :

T n T e ARSEACI L

4) What factors led to Mandsm’s appeal in Russia? List at least 3.

Tumn over
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5} If Communism did not give workers civil liberties, why do you think it
spread world wide after the Russian Revolution? (Film says in 1967, one
third of world had Communist, rulers.)

R B
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Red Square, Moscow, Christmas 1949. The head f
Stalin is projected on to the underside of the clouds

What wés it fike to live and work in the _Soviet Union
nnder the rule of Stalin? ' .

| The cult of Stalin

. B
"o ‘start with, everybody — no malter, who or where,

they were — lnew that Stalin was the (eader, They

conld hardly fail to koow it .for walls, hoardings,
whole buildings were covered with huge portsaits of

his face. Bvery shop window displayed his bust, In-

offices,” factories and even in private homes, ‘red

* cormery’ pontaining busts of Lenin snd Stalin were set

wp. Towas and cifies, tvers and canals, schools'and
hospitals, mountains and lakes, were named after
him. Newspapers referted to bim as ‘Man of Stesl’,
Tron Soldier’, ‘Universal Geniug'y,‘Shining-Sup. of
Frumanity’, ‘Granite Bolshevik', and dozens of other

simitar namési ~Aud§énces at rreetings applanded:

—40-

.. 4

whenever his neme was mentioned - which wes
often, Films, plays, poems, stories and novels
eelebrated every detail of his life, Stalin, it seemed,
could even improve a person’s Jove life, ns this extract
fiom 2 speech in the 1935 Congress of Soviets
suggests:

A. ‘Al thanks to thee, Q great educator, Stalin, I
love a young woman with & renewed love and
shall perpetuate myself In my children — all
thanks to thee, great educator, Stalin, I shall
be eternally happy and joyous, zil thanks to
thee, O grest edvcator, Stalin. Bverything
belongs to thee, chief of our great couniry.
And when the woman I love presents me with
a child the first word it shall nifer will be:

Worship of Stalin was encouraged but weligious
worship was, strongly discoursged. Nearly 40,000
Christian chixches and 25,000 mosques were closed
‘dawhn and-converted into clubs, cinernas, schools, and
warchouses. Church bells were removed and mefted
down as scrap metal, In Muslim aress, women were
forbidden to wear the veil and pllgrimages to Mecou
were banmed, Chureh leadets were arrested and
imprisoned. Those who escaped arrest were forbldden
to organise any religlous sctivity in public,
To wenken the refigions fajth of the Soviet people,
. the Comumunist Party had set up a League of Militant
. Atheists back in 1924. By 1933 It had 5.5 million
wmembers, whose job was to try to twen people away
from religglon, They set up anti-religions msewns in
former cathedvals. They bwmnt icons and other
religious objects, They organised antl-religious propa-
gandn capapaigns, This extmact from their traindng
handbook gives us an idea of their views:

B. 'Q. How do you reply to a priest who says
.. ““your communisma is just another
*yefigion”? '
A. Al religions Involve belief in the
supernaturdl. Communism does not,

. S v +
talin,
. . P IR R VR R SN A v Sl ST 0T WA nuy R
-
Religion ‘-

Q. How did Karl Marx describe Chefotlanity2s,. . -

A As the Executive Committes of the
' bourgeolsie, ‘

Education - :
Under Stalin’s rule, school Lifs and edutation became

» stricter. An education, law of 1935 allowed teachers

o use strict methoﬁ of discipline. Reportieards mnd

}
i

e
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test marks, which had been sholished in the 1920s,
were reintroduced. School upiforms were restored —
inctuding compulsory pigtails for girls. In history

Jessons, kings, battles, dutes — especially Russian oges |

_ became the staple diet of pupils. -

The aim of education wis summed up in Rule One
of twenty rules of behaviour that ali pupils had- to
learn by heart:

C. 'Tris the duty of each school child to acquire
knowledge persistently 6o as o become an
educated and cultured citizen and to be of the
greatest possible service to his comtry.’

One result. of these education policles was the
almost tote] disappearance of illiteracy, By 1939, of
people aged 9 to 49, 94 per cent in towns and 86 per
cent in the countryside conld read and write.

Cultore and ceﬁsorship

The Communist Party kept a strict watch on the
Sovict Unlor’s creative artists — its writers, painters,
composers, etc —~ o meke sure that they supported
the Party and the goverpment, All writers had to
belong to the Union of Soviet Writers, and members
were expected. to follow & policy of “sncialist realism’
in thelr writings, This meant that nowels, Almscripts,

Yives of ordinary working people and to show the
progeess of Communism, The same applied to
painters, COMpPOBEIE and sny other creative arfist,
Soviet people weze therefore able o zead only books
that supported the ideas of Coramumnism.

What about books fiat had already been written
it which did not support the Purty? Nadezhda
Mandelstam, a Soviet witer, rells us in her

memoirs, published in 1970, what happened n such

“cages:

D. “Varia . . shov've.d s her school textbooks
whege the portiaits of Party leaders had thick

_41_

poems, phys and jourralism had to deal wih the ™

pleces of paper pasted over them as one bygf

one they fell into disgrace — this the children
had to do on instroctions from thelr feacher
... With every new arrest people went
through their books and burned the works of
 disgraced leaders in their stoves. In new
apartment buildings, which bad central heatlng
instead of stoves, forbidden books, personal
ciaries, carrespondence pnd other *“*subversive
Jitersture’” had to be cut up in pieces with
sclssors and throwm down the toilet.’
Family life )
During the 1920s the Soviet government had tried 1o
weaken the family ns a unit of society becmuse it
‘helieved it explolted women, Wedding rings wers
abolished, Abortion became available on demand.
Marriages were performed n brief ceremonies only
in register afficés, Divorce conld be obtained stmply
by one partaer in the marciage requesting &t By 1934
there were 37 divorces for every 100 mersiages, while
there were 154,000 abortions for every 57,000 live
births in Moscow.
Tn 1936 & new famnily law sirned to reverse these
trends. Divorce was mades more difficult, abortion
becamne .a ciminal offence except when it was

~lecessary. on- medical groumds,” and wedding wings. .

were vestored, And to try to increase the birth rate,
tax exemptions were given to fimilies with lerge
numbers of children. n

Familios received a range of hew benefis wnder

" Stalin. There was & free health Service forall, the
- were holitays with pay for many workers, and an

{nsurance scheme agrinst gecidents at work, But, as
you have read, lite new housing was bullt, so
families often had to share flats,-one family 1o a room,
tn- the cities. And beemse the Five-Year Plans
concentrated on building up heavy industey, there
were few tonsumer ‘goods — clothes and domestic
appliances, for exaruple ~ on sale in the shops.

T
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347 Part Three We.rtem Ciuilization in Cmu

Yercy, aﬁwmm oy, Souvan oF wesle
Joseph Stalin - m(\r e Yol 7T L T 1A $a

THE HARD LINE i, 1w O r\g;;g;; “bogiiipn Mib

"
Firmly encrenched in power by 1929 Stalin scarted a second revdlution (called al s
che Stalin revolution), mobiliziag at top speed che potential of the counrry,
however limited the human and material resources available, whatever the
obstacles, and whatever the human price. The alternative, he was sure, was
foreign domination chat would totally destroy his country’s independence. In
this spirit, he addressed a gathering of industrial managers in 193], talking
to them not in Marxisc-Leainist jacgon, bur in terms of hard—ime Russian
. nacionalism.

It is sometimes asked whether it is noc possible
to slow down che tempo a bit, to put a check
on the movement. No, comurades, it is not pos-
. sible! The rempo must not be reduced! On the
contraty, we mnust iacrease it as much as is
within our powers and possibilicies. This is

by those gentlemen. They beat her, saying:

“You are abundant,” so one can eacich oneself

at your expense. They beat her, saying: “You plunder
are poor and impocent 50 you can be beaten k, b e
and plundered with impunity. Such is the law (ow hes
of ‘the exploiters—to beat the backward and o{:%‘)‘-’d

dictated to us by our obligations to the work-
ers and peasancs of che U.S.S.R. This is dic-
tated to us by our obligations to the working
class of the whole world.

To slacken the tempo would mean falling
behind. And those who fall behind gec beaten.
But we do nat waar to be beaten. No, we refuse
to be beaten! Oge feature of the hiscory of old
Russiz was the continual beafings she suffered
for falling behind, for her backwardness. She
was beaten by the Mongol Klans. She was
beaten by the Tuikish beys. She was heaten by
the Swedish feudal Jords. She was beaten by
the Polish and Lithuanian gentry. She was
beaten by the British and French capitalists.
She was beaten by the Japanese barons. All
beat her—for her .backwardness: for military
:backwarciness for culevral backwardness, for
politicak backwardness, for indaserial back-

- wardness, for agricultural backwardness. She
was beaten because to do so was profitable and
could be done with impuaicy. Do you remem-
ber the words of the pre-revolutionary poet

i’ [Nikolai Nekrassov]: “You are poar and zbun-

! dant, mighty and impotent, Mocher Russia.”

et These words of the old po post wete well learned

jnpotent: lacking ph mca,\
ot g B
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the weak. It is the jungle law of capitalism.
You are backward, you are weak—therefore
you are wrong; hence, you can be beaten and

eistaved. You are mighty—therefore you ate

tight; hence, we must be wary of you.
Jhat is why we must no longer lag behind.
in the past we had no fathetland, nor could
we: have one. Bur now that we have overthrown
capitalism and power is in the haods of cthe
working. class, we bave a fathedand, and we

_ will defend its independence. Do you want our
“socialist fatherland to be beaten and to lose its

mdependence? If you do not wadt this you
must put an end co its backwardness in’ “the

shortese possible time and develop genuine

B@Lshevlk tempo in building ‘up its socialjst

“system of economy. There is ng other way. That

is why Lenin said ciunng the October Revolu-
tiop: “Either perish, or overtgke and outstrip
thc advanced capxcalist aountries.”

We are ﬁfty ora hun&h‘ed ytars behind the
advanced countries. We must make good chis
distance in ten years, Either we do i, or they
crugh us. -

This is whilt our obligations to the wockers
andt peasants of che U.S.S.R. dictate to us,
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Part Three Wertern Civilization in Crisis

A. Q. Avdienko-

THE CULT OF STALIN

Among a people so deeply divided by ethnicity and petry localism and limited by a
pervasive narrowness of perspective, building countrywide unity and consen-
sus was a crucial challenge for the government. In the Russian past the worship
of saints and the veneratioa of the tsar had served that purpose. The political mo-
bilization of the masses during the revolution required an intensification of that
tradition. It led ro the “cult of personality,” the deliberate fixation of individaal -
dedication and loyalty on the all-powerful leader, whose personality exemplified
the challeage of extraordinary times. The following selection illustrates by what

emotional bonds the individual was tied to Stalin, and through Stalin to the

prodigious transformatioa of Russian state and society that he was attempting.

Thank you, Stalin. Thank you because I am
joyful. Thank you because I am well. No mat-
ter how old I become, I shall never forger how
we received Stalin rwo days ago. Centucies will
pass, and the generations still to come will re-
gard us as the happiest of mortals, as the most
fortunate of men, becanse we lived in the cen-
tury of centuries, because we were privileged
to see Stalin, our inspired leader. Yes, and we
regard ourselves as the happiest of mortals be-
cause we are the conterfiporaties of a man who
never had 4n equal in world history.

The men of all ages will call on thy name,
which is strong, beautiful wise‘ and riarvel-
~ lous. Thy pame is ‘engriven on every factory,
every machine, every plice on the earth, and in
the hearts of all men, :

Every time I have found myself in his pres-
ence T have been subjugated by his scrength,

e @ T hic charm, his grandeu. 1 haye experienced a
—pr——— L

AR
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great desire to sing, ta cry out, to shout with
joy and happiness. And now seé¢ me—mel—on
the same platform where the Gieat Stalin stood

a year ago. In what country, in what pare of the
wotid could such a thing happen.

I write books. I am an author. All thanks to
thes, O great educator, Stalin. I love a’young

woman with a renewed love and shall perpetu- p.hj pral lan
ate myself in my children—all thanks to thee,

great educator, Stalin. I shall be eternally
happy and joyous, all chanks ¢d thee, great ed-
ucator, Stalin. Everyching belongs to thee,
chief of our great country. And when the
woman I love presents me with a child the first
word it shall utter will be: Stalin.

O great Stalin, O leader of the peoples,
Thou who broughtest mah to bisth.
Thou who fructifiest the earth,

. Thou whao restorest the centuries,
Thou who makest bloom the spring,
Thou who makest vibrate the musical

chords. . .

Thou, splendour of my spring, O Thou,
Sun reflected by millions®f hearcs. . .

,....43...'



Joseph Stalin “T he Hard Line”

1. Why did Joseph Stalin argue that the tempo of mdustrlallzatson could not be
slowed down?

2. How important is the idea of “fatherland” to Stalin?

3. “Why does Stalin place such im pﬁrténice on the “fatherland”?

4, Why does the USSR need to be strong, what theory that we’ve prevmusiy studied
does Stalin’s concern play into? : S

_4 4A_



A.0 Avdienko “The Cult of Stalin®

1. Based on this reading, how would you say Communists were supposed to feel
‘about Stalin? '

2. Explain how the poem demonsirates about the scope of Stalin’s power.

_45._
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Recovering from the humiliating loss of World War I and from
the Great Depression, Germans found extremist parties more
attractive, Adolf Hitler's Nazi Party promised to build a new
Germany, and his party’s propaganda appealed to the German
sense of national honor. The new Germany that Hitler
envisioned did not include any group the Nazis considered
inferior, especially the Jewish people.

Hitler and His Views

i 4 , ] Adolf Hitler's ideas were based on racism and German nationalism.

HISTORY & YOU What would you say if you were asked whether you valued all
types of people? Read on to learn about Hitler's ideology.

ademic Vocabilary .~ -
reqalte (p. 809):. - - prohlbit (o 809)

- People, Places, and Events =~ .
doif Hitler (b, 804} " -+ Nuremberg (p. 809}
mlchi (p. 804) - -~ :» Nuremberg laws
{0.809). - .
. » Kiistailnacht

Adolf Hitler was born in Austria on April 20, 1889. Unsuccess-
ful in school, he traveled to Vienna to become an artist but was
rejected by the academy. Here he developed his basic social and
political ideas. At the core of Hitler’s ideas was racism, especially
anti-Semitism (hostility toward Jews). Hitler was also an extreme
nationalist who understood how political parties could effectively
use propaganda and terror.

Hitler served four years on the Western Front during World War L. .
At the end of the war, Hitler remained in Germany and decided to
: B enter politics. In 1919 he joined the little-known German Workers’
Anli-Semitic Policies R Party, one of several right-wing extreme nationalist parties in Munich.

' By the summer of 1921, Hitler had taken total control of the party.

By then the party had been renamed the National Socialist GGerman

e , ] Workers’ Party (NSDAP, an abbreviation of the German name), or

TR e S Nazi, for short. Within two yeats, party membership had grown to

55,000 people, with 15,000 in the party militia. The militia was vari-

ously known as the SA, the Storm Troops, or the Brownshirts, after
the color of their uniforms.

An overconfident Hitler staged an armed uprising against the
government in Munich in November 1923. This uprising, called the
Beer Hall Putsch, was quickly crushed, and Hitler was sentenced to
prison. During his brief stay in jail, Hitler wrote Mein Kamypf, or My
Struggle, an account of his movement and its basic ideas.

In Mein Kampf, Hitler links extreme German nationalism,
strong anti-Semitism, and anticommunism together by a Social
Darwinian theory of struggle. This theory emphasizes the right of
superior nations to lebensraum (LAY sbhuhnzerowm)-—"living
space”’—through expansion. It also upholds the right of superior
individuals to gain authoritarian leadership over the masses.

Categorizing Information: Asyou .
read, use a chart like the one bélow to llst anti-
Semitic pglici_es' enforced by the Nazl Party.

804
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Nazi hanners adorn Nuremberg’s
medieval imperial castie, Below it
‘is a map of Germany, with East
russia separated from the rest of
the country by Poland, - -

- rallies were held at Nuremberg. © "

Rise of Nazism

While in prison, Hitler realized that the
Nazis would have to attain power by legal
means, not by a violent overthrow of the
Weimar Republic. Hitler knew that the
Nazi Party would have to be a mass politi-
cal party that could compete for votes with
the other political parties.

Once out of prison, Hitler expanded the
Nazi Party in Germany. By 1929, it had a
national party organization. Three years

Mary Evans Pleture Library/The [image Works

This poster commemorates the 1934 Nuremberg Rally, Hitler considered
- Nuremberg to be “the most Germizin of all cities.” Starting in 1933, the
year Hitier was appointed chancellor of Germany, annual Nazi Party

- the Third Reich. Behind it is:the
Third Reich battle fiag. .

and warriors”?

later, it had 800,000 members and had
become the largest party in the Reichstag—
the German parliament.

No doubt, Germany’s economic difficul-
ties were a crucial factor in the Nazi rise to
power. Unemployment had risen dramati-
cally, growing from 4.35 million in 1931 to
about 5.5 million by the winter of 1932.
The Great Depression made extremist par-
ties more attractive.

Hitler promised a new Germany that
appealed to nationalism and militarism.

CHAPTER 24 The West Between the Wars

=50~

. Explaining Based on the excerpt,
what is the meaning of the swastika?

2. Making Connections Why does
the excerpt refer to “Nordic farmers

805
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These appeals struck an emotional chord in
his listeners. After attending one of Hitler’s
rallies, a schoolteacher in Hamburg said,
“When the speech was ovet, there was roar-
ing enthusiasm and applause. . . . How many
look up to him with touching faith as their
helper, their saviour, their deliverer from
unbearable distress.”

The Nazis Take Gontrol

After 1930, the German government
ruled by decree with the support of Presi-
dent Hindenburg. The Reichstag had little
power. More and more, the right-wing
elites of Germany—the industrial leaders,
landed aristocrats, military officers, and
higher bureaucrats—looked to Hitler for
leadership, Under pressure, Hindenburg
agreed to allow Hitler to become chancel-
lor in 1933 and create a new government.

Within two months, Hitler had laid the
foundation for the Nazi Party’s complete
control over Germany. The crowning step of
Hitler’s “legal seizure” of power came on
March 23, 1933, when a two-thirds vote of
the Reichstag passed the Enabling ‘Act. This
law gave the government the power to ignore
the constitution for four years while it issued
laws to deal with the country’s problems.
The Enabling Act also gave Hitler’s later
actions a legal basis. He no longer needed
the Reichstag or President Hindenburg. In
effect, Hitler became a dictator appointed by
the parliamentary body itself.

With their new power, the Nazis quickly
brought all institutions under their control.
They purged the civil service of Jews and
democratic elements. They set up prison
camps called concentration’.camps for

people who opposed them. Trade unions

were dissolved. All political parties except
the Nazis were abolished.

By the end of the summer of 1933, only
seven months after being appointed chan-
cellor, Hitler had established the basis fora
totalitarian state. When Hindenburg died
in 1934, the office of president was abol-
ished. Hitler became sole ruler of Germany.
People took oaths of loyalty to their Fiihrer
(FYUReuhr), or “Leader.”

: D Examining Why was the
Enabhng Act important to Hitler's success?

SECTION 3 Hitler and Nazi Germany
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_The Nazn State, 1933~1939

5 Hitler used anti-Semitism, economic

" policy, and propaganda to build a Nazi state.

HISTORY & YOU What if the U.S. president
declared, “The time of personal happiness is over”?
Read to leam how the German people reacted to a
similar statement by Hitler.

Hitler wanted to develop a totalitarian
state. He had not simply sought power for
power’s sake. He had a larger goal—the
development of an Aryan racial state that
would dominate Europe and possibly the
world for generations to come. (Aryan is a
term used to identify people speaking Indo-
European languages. The Nazis misused
the term by treating it as a racial designa-
tion and identifying the Aryans with the
ancient Greeks and Romans and twentieth-
century Germans and Scandinavians.)

Nazis thought the Germans wete the
true descendants and leaders of the Ary-
ans and would create another empire like
the one ruled by the ancient Romans. The
Nazis believed that the world had already
seen two German empires, or Reichs: the
Holy Roman Empire and the German
Empire of 1871 to 1918. It was Hitler s goal
to create a Third Reich, the empire of Nazi
Germany.

To achieve his goal, Hitler needed the
active involvement of the German people.
Hitler stated:

PrivarY SOURCE

"We must develop organizations in which an
individual's entire life can take place. Then every
activity and evety need of every individual will be
regulated by the collectivity represented by the
party. There is no longer any arbitrary will, there
are no tonger any free realms in which the
individual belongs to himself. . . . The time of
personal happiness is over.”

—Adolf Hitler

The Nazis pursued the creation of the
totalitarian state in a variety of ways. They
employed economic policies, mass specta-
cles, and organizations—both old and
new—to further Nazi goals. They also freely
used terror. Policies toward wormen and, in
particular, toward Jews reflected Nazi aims.



The State and Terror

Nazi Germany was the scene of almost
constant personal and institutional con-
flict. Struggle was a basic feature of rela-
tionships within the party, within the state,
and between party and state. Hitler, of
course, was the ultimate decision maker
and absolute ruler.

The Schutzstaffeln (“Guard Squadrons”),
known simply as the 55, were an important
force for maintaining order. The 55 was
originally created as Hitler's personal

bodyguard Under the direction of Heinrich
er, the S5 came to control not only
the secret police forces that Himumler had
set up, but also the regular police forces.

The SS was based on two principles: ter-
ror and ideology. Terror included the instru-
ments of repression and murder-—secret
police, crimninal police, concentration camps,
and later, execution squads and death camps
(concentration camps where prisoners are
killed). For Himmler, the chief goal of the 55
was to further the Aryan master race.

With the feared SS under his control,
Heinrich Himmier pursued the Nazi goal of
an Aryan master race.

1. Specifying According to Himmler, what
political ideology was linked to Jews?
2. Analyzing Primary Souirces How did

Himmler use Nazi ideology to motivate
the S5 in this speech?




Connections: Fascism and Nazism

Benito Mussolini and his Fascists ruled ltaly from 1922 to 1943. Adolf
Hitler's Nazi party held power in Germany from 1933 to 1945. Nazism and
Fascism were two of the most destructive dictatorships the world has ever
known. For propaganda purposes, both of these 20th-century political systems
employed symbols and ideas used by people of ancient times.

Mussolini promised to restore to ltaly the ancient glory of the Roman
Empire. As the emblem of the Fascist Party, he used the fasces, a symbol of
authority in ancient Rome. (The fasces was a bundle of elm or birch rods

" bound tightly around an axe. It symbolized the authority of the government.)
Mussolini's foreign policy was directed at gaining control of lands that were.
once part of the Roman Empire. For example, he wanted to turn the
Mediterranean Sea into an “ltalian Lake."

Hitler went even further. As the emblemn of his party, he used the swastika -
(it was a cross with the ends of the arms extended clockwise at right angles).
The early Mesopotamians used the swastika on their coins. The early
Christians, the Byzantines, the Navahos in North Amierica, and the Mayans in
Central and South America, all used the swastika. To those peoples, it was the
symbol of good fortune, prosperity, or the continuation of life. Under the Nans
the swastika became a symbol of terrorismn and death.

Hitler encouraged the Germans to identify with the legendary gods and
heroes of their early tribal history. To recreate the spirit of the ancient age,
Hitler organized huge pageants and parades. Thousands of followers marched
to the pounding of drums and the blaring of horns, carrying banners and
standards of medieval design. Hitler favored the music dramas of Richard
Wagner. To the Nazis, Wagner's medieval themes and heroic music inspired
their dreams of conquest.

More than any other 20th-century political philosophies, Hamsm ‘and
Fascism were rooted in the distant past.

¢ Why do you think Benito Mussolini was so interested in the Roman Empire?

The greatest medieval German ruler was the Holy Roman Emperor,
Frederick Barbarossa (Red Beard), He ruled from 1152 to 1190. According
to legend, Frederick never died. Instead, he sleeps inside a mountain. The
legend says that at Germany's time of greatest need, Frederlck will awaken
and rule again.

® Why do you think Adolf Hitler was fascinated by this legend?
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Life 1n Nazi GWW:

THE NAZI POLICE STATE

All  dictators risk being overthrown by their
opponents., Dictators therefore need large police forces
to protect them. For this reason a dictatorship is often

called a police state. This chapter shows you how

Hitler’s police state was organised.

"The most important job of any police force is to
investigate crimes and then to catch the people who
have commitied them. The police in Nazi Germany
were different: their job was to arrest people before
they committed crimes,

The method was simple, Al local police units had to
draw up lists of people who might be ‘Enemies of the
State’.-They gave these lists to the Gestapo, the Secret
State Police. This organisation was a branch of the 8§,
and it had the power to do exactly as it liked.

Imagine that your name is on a list of ‘Enemies of

the S..te’; this is what is likely to happern to you. You

Germany’s police chiefs: left, Heinrich Himmler,
Reichfuehrer S5 and Chief of German Police; right,
Reinhard Heydrich, Chief of the Gestapo, and Himmler's
second tn command

T I IR

are woken at three in the morning by a violent
knocking at the door, When you open it, two men in
black uniforms tell you that you have three minutes to
pack a bag. Then they take you to the nearest police
station where you are shut in a cell.

Some time later —it may be days, weeks or
months — you are brought up from the cells and told
to sign Form D-11, an ‘Order for Protective Custody’.

By signing it, you are agreeing to go to prison, but you

are too scared to refuse to sign it. Without being given
a trial you are then taken to a concentration camp
where you will stay for as long as the Gestapo pleases.

How have you come to be in this terrible situation?
A former prisoner of Buchenwald concentration camp-
described to the British Foreign Office in 1939 the
kinds of people who eaded up there in ‘protective
custody’:

A.

!

‘How is the population of a concentration camp in
present-day Germany brought together? In ‘
Buchenwald there were 8000 of us, 2000 Jews and
6000 non-Jews, ' ’

Our 8000 prisoners incliuded first of ali the'
“politicals” (as, for example, the Communist
members of the Reichstag), many of whom have
been in various concentration camps ever since
1933. . . . In addition to the genuine political
prisoners there are many poar devils at .
Buchenwald accused of having spoken abusively

‘of the sacred person of the Fuehrer, . . .

After the “political”, the category of the so-
called “work-shy” is the largest. Anyone who
imagines that this group has to do with tramps
and vagabonds is grossly deceived. An example.
A business emnployee lost his position and applied
for unemployment relief, One fine day he was
informed by the Labour Exchange that he could
obtain employment as a navvy on the new motor
roads. This man, who was looking for 3
commercial post, turned down the offer. The
Labour Exchange then reported him to the
Gestapo as being “work3shy”, and he was then
arrested and sent to a concentration camp.

The next group were the “Bibelforscher” a
religious sect taking its doctrine from the .
bible. . . but proscribed [banned] by the Gestapo
since its members refuse military service.

The fourth category consisted of the

homosexuais. . : . To charge those it dislikes
with this offence is a favourite tactic of the secret
police. . . .

The last class of prisoners were the professional
criminals. . .’ :

a~
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Roll-call in Omnienburg concentration camp, Berlin, in April 1933

“The concentration camps were run by another
branch of the SS, the Deaths Head Units, who wore
skull and crossbone badges on their uniforms. This
account, by ‘Herr X’, of how they treated prisoners

was written down for him in 1938 by a charity

organisation working in Germany:

B. ‘Herr X, a well-to-do Jewish business man, was
for six weeks in the concentration camp at
Buchenwald. . . . Herr X said that the working
houss were sixteen per day, Sundays and
week-days alike. During these hours it was
forbidden to drink, even In the hottest weather.
The food in itself was not bad, but quite
insufficient. Weal coffee at dawn and a half litre
of soup at midday; bread aliowance for the whole
day 250 grammes. . . . While he was there the
work of the Jewish prisoners was doubled, and
their rations halved, The work, of course, consists
of moving heavy stones, often far beyond the

strength of a normal well-fed man.

The men were kept standing to attention for
many hours en end, Floggings were very
frequent, for such small offences as drinking
water during working hours. The usual
punishment was twenty-five strokes given
alternately by two guards. This often prodiiced
unconsciousness, but the Jews were told that the
Fuehrer had himself given orders that the Jews
might receive up to sixty strokes.

Herr X was in a group of 480 men who had
only one tap at which to wash and drink for a
quarter of an hour on getting up. Later even this

was stopped. During the six weeks he was in the!

camp, Herr X saw neither soap nor toothbrush.

Deaths took place daily in the camp, (Their
relatives were often first informed of this by a call
from an official who said they could have the
ashes on payment of three marks). . .’




3,740 HOURS: LEISURE
IN NAZI GERMANY

Hitler and the Nazi Party aimed to control every part
of people’s lives, and that included their free time. A
huge party organisation. calied Strength through Joy
(Kraft Durch Freude - KDF) had the job of organising
leisure activities for the people.

The maiden « «yageofa S treﬁgrk Through Fov liner, the Ro'bert Ley, 1939

The KDF was run by Doctor Robert Ley, leader of
the German Labour Front. e worked out that there
are 8,760 hours in a year, and that the average German
spent one third of them sleeping and a quarter of them
at .work. That left pearly half the time — 3,740

P



houss — free for leisure. Doctor Ley wanted to be sure
that these leisure hours were not wasted: people with
nothing to do in their free rime would get bored and
frustrated, and this would make them into bored and
frustrated workers. Happy people with plenty to do in

their free time would be more likely to work hard at’

their jobs. )

So Doctor Ley and the KDF drew up massive
{eisure programmes for working people. The biggest
programme provided workers with cheap holidays,
Doctor Ley had two 25,000 tonne liners built to take
workers on ocean cruises at bargain prices. A cruise to
the Canary Islands, for example, cost 62 matks, the
equivalent of two weeks' wages. Although most
workers could afford this, it was only loyal and
hardworking members of the Nazi Party who were
given places on the cruise liners.

For those who couid not get a place ona cruise ship,
there were walking holidays in the mountains for 28
marks a week or, in winter, skiing holidays in Bavaria.
The price of 28 marks included travel, board and

-iodging, the hire of skis, and lessons from an
instructor. People with a taste for foreign travel could
have two weeks in Switzerland for 65 marks, or a tour
of Ttaly for 155 marks. _

The KDF controlled most forms of entertainment.
Each year, around seven million neople took part in
KDF sports matches. The KDF arranged mass
outings to the theatre and the opera. It had its own
symphony orchestra which toured the country playing
music in areas not usually visited by orchestras. It laid
on evening classes for adulis. '

The KDF was also involved in a plan to provide
workers with cheap cars. Hitler ordered that a
‘People’s Car’ —a Volkswagen — must be built at a
price that anyone could afford, It was designed by an
Austrian engineer, Ferdinand Porsche, who was told
by Hitler that it ‘should look like a beetle’.

The price of a ‘beetle’ was set at 990 marks ~ the *

equivalent of thirty-five weeks wages. To help worlzers
buy a,car, Doctor Ley started a hire-purchase scheme.
Workers paid 5 marks a week until 750 marks were in
the bank; then they would be given arn order number

\nw\

|

entitling them to & car as soon as it was made. ~ _
the whole scheme was a swindie. Not a single
Volkswagen was made for a German customer,
Although workers paid millions of marks into the
hire-purchase scheme, the Volkswagen factory was
turned into a weapons factory as soon as the Second
World War started in 1939.

A poster encouraging workers (o save up fora
Volkswagen'. It says ‘Y ou must save five marks a week if
you want o ride in your own car’ : ‘
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WORKERS AND WORK
IN NAZI GERMANY

When Hitler came to power in 1933, six million
Germans were out of work. His most urgent task was
to find them jobs, for during the election campaigns he
had promised the voters ‘work and bread’ if he ever
became leader.

The RAD

Hitler’s first action was to set up a National Labour

Service (Reichsarbeitsdienst or RAD).  'This
organisation gave men jobs in public works
schemes — digging drainage ditches on farms, plaating
new forests, building schools and hospitals. The
biggest public works scheine was the building of a
network of motorways. Men in the RAD had to wear
military uniform and live in camps, and they were
given only pocket money as wages, But for many
thousands of men, that was better than life ‘with no
work at all — and they got free meals.

Men of the National Labour Service march past Hitler in
a parade in Fuly 1938

The attack on unemployment

The results of Hitler’s attack on unemployment look
impressive at first sight: .

Unemployment in Germany

January 1933 6,014,000
January 1934 3,773,000
January 1935 2,974,000
January 1936 2,520,000
January 1937 1,853,000
January 1938 1,052,000
January 1939 302,000

In fact, the drop in unemployment was not all due
to the creation of new jobs. As you know, many Jews
and women were forced out of their jobs soon after
Hitler came to power. Although their jobs were given
to unemployed people, the names of the Jews who
became unemployed were not .then recorded in the
unemployment registers.

The most important reason for the fall in -

unemployment during these years was rearmament,
As we shall see, Hitler planned to make Germany a
strong and independent country, and that meant
building up the size and strength of the army. In
March 1935 he started compulsory military service
for young men, and set-up an air force. The army
quickly grew from 100,000 men in 1933 to 1,400,000
in 1939. Of course, the men doing their mulitary
service did not count as unemployed, so this took
1,300,000 off the registers. And to equip this new
army, 46 billion marks were spent on weapons and
equipment, so many thousands of people were given
work in maling the tools of war. i

Because Hitler wanted a strong, independent
Germany, he had to make the country self-sufficient in
food and materials, He ordered Germany’s scientists
to find artificial substitutes for food and materials
imported from other countries. They quickly
developed all sorts of substitutes; wool and cotton
were made from pulped wood, coffee from acorns,
petrol from coal, make-up from flour, and so on. As all
these things were made in Germany in place of
imported goods, many of the unemployed found work
in new industries.

The German Labour Front

What was work like for the peoble who foﬁh_d jobs?
One new feature of work in Nazi Germany was that
there were no trade unions. Within months of coming

-5 8te power, Hitler abolished all trade unions and set up
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the German Labour Front in their place. It was run

by a former cherist, Doctor Robert Ley, He said this ot

in a speech in 1933, the day after the trade unions were

‘abolished:

‘“Workers! Your institutions are sacred to us
National Socialists. I myself am a poor peasant’s
son and understand poverty. . . . Warkers! I
swear to you we will not only keep everything
which exists, we wil! build up the rights and
protection of the workers even further.’

Doctor Ley did make some improvements in the life
of workers. He made sure, for example, that bosses
could not sack workers on the spot. Bur he also made
sure that workers could not leave a job without the

government’s  permission, and  thar _..,
governmeni-run labour exchanges could arrange new
jobs.

Worse, Doctor Ley abolished the right of workers
o bargain for higher wages, and he made sirikes
iflegal. He aiso got rid of the limitations on the number
of hours a person could be made to work. By 1939,
many Germans found themselves working 60 to 72
hours a week.

Not many workers complained, however. This was
not just because they were afraid of what -might
happen if they did complain. By 1936 the average
factory worker was earning 35 marks a week — ten
times -more than the dele money which six million
peopie were receiving in 1932. '

VEILR
'.-19305 Make a {ist.
. - thatre created B thisSoit
~of bailding programme
.. Before making your Hst;
" think‘about the material
needed for construction
. vell as about the actdal
- -comsirdction work. -




YOUNG PEOPLE IN NAZI -
GERMANY

A Hiller Yourh camyp at N uremburg in the S wmmer of I 934. Note rhe loudspeaker on the tower in the céntre of the camp

Hitler took great trouble to make sure that young
people were loyal to him and to the Nazi Party.

In schools, textbooks were rewkitten to paint a good
picture of the Nazis., Teachers had to belong to the
German Teachers League and were made to put across
Nazi ideas in their lessons. To make sure they knew
exactly what to do, teachers had to go on compulsory
{1RININE COUrses durmg school holidays.

As a result of such ieasures, German
schoolchildren were not so much educated as
indoctrinated. Indoctrination means getting pecple to
believe in a set of ideas. You can judge for yourself
how this was done at school in this extract from a
school mathematics textbook:

‘A bomber aircraft on take-off carries twelve
dozen bombs, each weighing ten kilos. The

aircraft takes off for Warsaw, international centre -

of Jews. It bombs the town. On take-off with all
bombs an board and a fuel tank containing 100
kilos of fuel, the aircraft weighed about eaght
tons. When it returns from the crusade, there are
still 230 kilos of fuel left. What is the weight of
the aircraft when empty?’

Qutside school, young people had to belong to youth
organisations which taught them loyalty to Hitler and
trained them in military skills. There were five
organisations for youngsters to join. Together they
made up the Hitler Youth Movement:

The Hitler Youth Movement

Age Boys . - Grirls

6-1¢  The Pimpfen
(The Little Feilows)

10 - 14 The Jungvolk...... The Jungmadel
{The Young Falk) (Young Girls)

14 - 18 The Hitlerjugend The Bund
(Hitler Youth - H])  Deutsche Madchen
(The German Girls
League) -

By 1939 some eight million young Germans belonged
to the Hitler Youth Movement.

What was the purpose of the youth’ orgamsat10ns>
Hitler gave one answer o this question when he said:

_60_
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The Hitler Youth Movement involved girls as much as boys: this group of girls from the German G

march as part of the girls’ training

“The weak must be chiselled away. I want young
men and women who can suffer pain. A young
German must be swift as a greyhound, s tough
as leather, and as hard as Krupp’s steel.’

So when youngsters met in their youth groups they
had to ‘do hard physical training. A German mother
described the training that her son had to do:

‘A twelve mile march was considered nothing for
boys who are trained until they can make a march
of fifty miles without any food other than the
concentrated rations they carry in their packs.
Nupp was recovering from a heavy cold but he
was not excused the hike, He had a severe relapse
as a result. . . Later the the doctor confided to
me that often aftef one of these lengthy marches
he had as many as thirty boys in hospital’

Everj year, Hitler Yourh Members had to go to

training camps where they learned how to read maps,
did sports-and gymnastics, and were taught Nazi

irls’ Leage. is on a day’s

ideas. Camp training was taken very seriously. On one
occasion, a fourteen-year-old sentry standing guard at
the entrance to a camp shot a ten year old boy who
could not remember the password.

Every youngster had a ‘performanc¢ bool in which
marks for athletics, camping and fighting skilis were
recorded. Those with the best marks were sent 10
special schools where they, were trained fo be the
leaders of the future. The Adoff Hitler Schools toak
boys from the Jungvolk at the age of twelve and gave
them six years of tough training before sending them
on to university or the army. The very best of these
pupils went on to schools called Order Castles where
they were stretched to the limits of endurance, At one
of them, students were woken in the middle of the

" night to do open air PT exercises during the winter.

They played war games with live ammunition. They
washed in an icy stream two kilometres away from
their living guarters. Students who were not injured or
killed by their training graduated to be the very
models of Hitler’s idea of youth — swift, tough and
very hard.

'




THE THREE Ks:
- WOMEN AND THE CHURCH

The place of women

Shortly after coming to power'in 1933, Hitler madea
Law for the Encouragement of Marriage, It said that
the government would give all newly married couples
a loan of 1000 marks — the equivalent of nine months
wages. When their first child was born they could
keep a quarter of the money. On the birth of their
second child they could keep the second quarter. They
could keep the third quarter on the birth of a third
child, and the entire amount on the birth of a fourth.

Ten years later, in 1943, the Nazi leaders planned
another law to encourage people to have
children — but this law was very different.

| it e peitio &

‘Al single and married women up to the age of
thirty-five who do not already have four children
should be obliged to produce four children by
racially pure . . . German men. Whether these
men are married is without significance, Every
family that already has four chx]dren must set the
husband free for this action.’

The new law never came into effect, but it shows us
exactly what the Nazi leaders thought about women: -
their job was to bear as many children as possible.
Hitler summed it up when he said that wornen should -
stick to the ‘the three Ks’ — Kinder, Kirche und Kuche,
Children, Church and Cooking.

Women in Nazi Germany therefore found
themselves being forced to stay at home. Within
mounths of Hitler coming to peower, many women
doctors and civil servants were sacked from their jobs.
Then women lawyers and teachers were dismissed. By
1939 there were few women left in professional jobs.

Even at home, women were not free to do as they
liked, The Nazi party tried to stop them from
following fashions. Make-up and wearing trousers . L »
were frowned upon. Hair was to be arranged either in The Nazi Church ,
a bun or in plaits, but not dyed or permed. Slimming : . . : o
was d1sc0uraged because being slim was not {hought 1o ﬁ;ﬁ;u\i}éﬂ}:ﬁ{? f&f 'trlglz?jtgtil;; cél;(ljrcllll'osth g?cl}(:pii pljﬁigf
e berlglf})od forl chsiibearmi vely Nazi rule. Read, for.example, what happened -to

€ omly fhing that women were —aclvely Cardinal Innitzer, the Archbishop of Vienna, after he

anf;lllsrtageiihéc &Ort;éa;y {ngha‘;:—?it?g}sr e; 'Otﬁgfry tilli preached an anti-Nazi sermon in chureh in 1938:.

A N azi poster of 1937 showing what Nazis thougkr a
woman’s role in life should be — a houseswife and mother

! .
becoming pregnant and would be introduced to
‘racially pure’ SS men.

Motherhood Cross was awarded to the women who * ‘On Saturday evening, the 8th {October], at about

had most children. 7.30 pm, groups of young men belonging to the

~ The government also set up homes for unmarczied- SA and HJ, but not in party uniform, began to

mothers. These were called Lebenshorn — The Spring arrive at the Stephansplatz in parties of five,

of Life — and could be recognised by a white flag with armed with ladders and bludgeons [clubs]. The .
a red dot in the middle. The unusual thing about these ladders were planted agzainst the cardinal’s palace '
maternity homes was they were brothels as well. An and the lads entered the first floor of the building
unmarried woman could go there with the aim of after smashing in all the windows. Once inside,

—-§2~
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they destroyed every religious picture ro be

seen . . . smashed the busts of several Popes,
stole valuable chalices [cups] . . . and collected
the robes of the Cardinal . . . which they threw
into the courtyard with several items of furniture
and set fire to them . . . A similar attack was
made on the residence and officers of the dean of
the cathedral, and a priest there was actually
thrown out of the window and both his legs were
broken.’

Protestant as well as Catholic churchmen were badly
treated by the Nazis. One Protestant leader, Martin
Nieméller, was arrested by the Gestapo after
preaching an anti-Nazi sermon, and kept in solitary
confinement in a concentration camp for the next
seven years. .

A religious procession organised by the National Reich Church

So what did Hitler mean when he said that the
church should be an important part of a woman’s life?
He was thinking of a new Nazi church, the National
Reicli Church, set up in 1936. Judge for yourself the
kind of religion it offered, by reading this extract from
its rules:

‘In the National Reich Church . . . only national
‘Orators of the Reich’ will be allowed to speal.

The National Reich Church demands an
Immediate stop to the printing and sale of the
Bible in Germany.

The National Reich,Church will remove from
the altars of all churches the Bible, the cross and
religious objects.

On the altars there must be nothing but Mein
Kampf, and to the left of this a sword.’
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followed the model of Western of its own way of life has made Kanagawa Japanese War
powers by industrializing and it a leading world power. « Meifl era + annexation

expanding fts forelgn influence.

gl

TAKIMNG NOTES
Analyzing Causes List
the steps that Japan
took foward
muodernization and the
events that contributed
to its growth as an
Imperialistic power.

Modernization

Imperfalism

e

iy fin
by ety
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B10 Chapter 28

SETTING THE STAGE In the early 17th contury, Japan had shut itself off from
almost all contact with other nations, Under the rule of the Tokugawa shoguns,
Tapanese society was very tightly ordered. The shogun parceled out fand to the
daimyo, of loxds, The peasants worked for and lived under the protection of their
daimyo and his small army of samurai, or watrlors. This rigid feudal system
managed to keep the country free of oivil wat. Peace and relative prosperity
reigned in Japan for two centuries,

Japan Ends [ts Isolation

The Japanese had almost no contact with the industrialized world during this

. time of isolation. They continued, however, to teade with China and with Dutch

merchants from Indonesia. They also had diplomatic contact with Korea.
However, trade was growing in impartance, both inside and outside Japan.

The Demand for Foreign Trade Beginning in the early 19th oentury,

Westerners tried to convince the Japanese to open their potts to trade, British,
Prench, Russian, and Amercan. officials oceasionally anchored off the Japanese
ooast, Like China, however, Japan repeatedly refused to receive them, Then, in
1853, U.S. Commodore Matthew Perry took four ships into what is now Tokyo
Harbor, These massive black wooden ships powered by steam astounded the
Japanese, The ships’ cannons slso shocked them, The Tolkugawa shogun realized
he had no choice but to receive Perry and the letter Perry had brought from US,
president Millard Fillmore,

Fillmore’s leiter politely asked the shogun to allow free trade between the
Usited States and Japan. Perry delivered it with a threat, however, He would
como back with a larger fleet in a year to recelve Japan's reply. That reply was
the Treaty of Kanagawa of 1854, Under its terms, Japan opened two ports at
which U.S. ships conld take on supplies. After the United States had pushed open
the door, other Western powers soon followed, By 1860, Japan, like China, had
granted foreigners permission to trade st several treaty ports. It had also
extended extraterritorial rights to many foreign nations,

Melji Reform and Modesnization The Japaness wers angry that the shogun had
given in to the foreigners’ demands. They turned to Japan's young emperor,
Mutsuhito (mootrsoorHEEstoh), who scamed to symbolize the couniry’s sensg of
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pride and nationalism, In 1867, the Tolcagawa shogun stepped down, ending the mil-
itary dictatorships that had lasted sinoe the 12th century. Mutsuhito took control of
the government, He chose the name Meifi for his reign, which means “enlightened
nule” Mutewhito's reign, which lasted 45 years, is known as the Meiji era.

The Meiji emperor realized that the best way to counter Western influence was
+o modernize. He sent diplomats to Burope and North Ametica to study Western
ways. The Japanese then chose what they believed to be the best that Westetn civ-
ilization had to offer and adapted it to their own country. They admired Germany’s

‘strong cenfralized government, for example. And they used its constitution a8 &

tmodel for thejr own. The Japanese also admired the discipline of the German army
and the slill of the British navy. They attempted to imitate these Buropean powets
a3 they modetnized their military, Japan adopted the American system of universal
public education and required that all Japanese children attend school. Their teach-
ets often included foreign experts, Students could go abroad to study as well.

The emperor also energetically supported following the Western path of indus-
trinlization. By the early 20th centuty, the Japanese ecanomy had become as mod-
em as any in the world. The country built its first railroad line in 1872. The frack
connected Tolyo, the nation’s capital, with the poxt of Yolkohama, 20 miles to the
south, By 1914, Japan had more than 7,000 miles of railroad. Coal production grew
from half a mitlion tons in 1875 to mors than 21 million tons in 1913, Meanwhile,
large, state-supported companies tuilt thousands of factories, Traditional Japanese
industries, such as tea processing and silk production, expanded to give the coun~
try unique products to trade. Developing modern industries, such as shipbuilding,
made Japan competitive with the West.

Imperial Japan

Japant’s race to modernize pald off. By 1890, the country had several dozen war-
ships and 500,000 well-trained, well-armed soldiers. It had become the strongest
military power in Asia.

Japan had gained military, political, and economic strength, It then sought to
eliminate the extraterritorial xights of foreigners. The Japanese forefgn minister
assuted forsigners that they could rely on fair treatment in Japan, This was because
its constitution and tegal codes were gimilar to those of Buropean nations, he

explained. His reasoning was convincing, and in 1894, forelgn powers accepted the

China and Japan Confront the West

Fiant

' Conslders
modernization o be
necessaty ‘

v Borrows and adapts
Westem ways

« Strengthens its
econamic and
military power

« Becomes an emplre
builder

4 The Dowager SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Charts 4 Tha Malil Emperor

Empress CIx
(1862-1908)

1. Contrasting According to the diagram, in what ways did China and Japan
deal differently with Westem [nfluerce?

2. Comparing What simfior responses did ench country share despite the
different paths they followed?

Mutsuhito
(1867-1912)
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abolition of extraterritorial rights for their citizens living in Japan, Japan' feeling
of strength and equality with the Western nations rose.

As Japan’s gense of power grow, the nation also became mere imperialistic, As
in Burope, national pride played a large part in Japan’s imperial plans, The
Japanese were determined to show the world that they were a powetful nation, @)
Japan Attacks China The Jupanese first turned thelr sights to their neighbor,
Korea. In 1876, Japan forced Korea to open three potts to Japanese trade, But
China also considerad Korea to be important both as a trading partner and a mili-
tary vatpost, Recognizing their similar interests in Korea, Japan and Ching signed
a hands-off agreement, In 1885, both countries pledged that they would not send
their armies into Korea.

In June 1894, however, China broke that agreement, Rebellions had broken out
against Koreak king, He asked China for milifary help in puiting them down.
Chinese troops marched into Korea. Japan protested and sent its troops to Korea to
fight the Chinese, This Sino-Japanese War lasted just a few months. In that time,
Tapan drove the Chinese out of Koren, desiroyed the Chinese navy, and gained a
foothold in Matchuria. In 1895, China and Japan signed a peace treaty, This treaty
gave Japan its first colonies, Tatwan and the neighboring Pescadores Islands, {See
the map on page 803.)

Russo-lapanese War Japan’s victory over China changed the world’s balance of
power, Rugsia and Jepan emetged as the mejor powers—and enemies—in East
Asia, The two countries soon went to war over Manchuria, In 1903, Japan offered
to recognize Russia’s rights in Manchuria if the Russians would agree to stay out
of Korea. But the Russians refused, ,

In February 1904, fapan launched a surptise attack on Russian ships anchoted
off the coast of Manchuzia. In the resulting Russo-lapanese Wat, Japan drove

S BRI L pa

Warlike Japan
Cartoonisis often use symbols ta Identify the
countries, individuals, ¢r even ideas featured In
thelr cartoons, Russla has long been symbolized
as a bear by cartoonists. Hers, the cartoonist uses
a polar bear. .
Prior to the Meifi era, cartoonlsts usually
pictured fapan as a fierce samurai, Later, however,
lapan often was symbolized by a caricature of
Emperor Mutsuhito, Here, the cartoonlst has
exaggerated the emperor's physical features to
make him look like a bird of prey.

SKILLBUILDER:

Interpreting Pofitical Cartoons

( 1. Clarifying How does the cartoonist signily
i that Japan is warlike?

2. Mglking Infesences /it their fight, Russiv

r and Japan appear to be crushing someone,
i iWho do you think this might be?
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Russian troops out of Kored and captured most of Russia’s
Pacific fleet. It also desirayed Russia’s Baltic flest, which had
sailed all the way azound Africa to participate in the war,

Tn 19035, Japan and Russia began peace negotiations, U.S.
president Theodore Roosevelt helped draft the treaty, which
the two nations signed on a ship off Portsmouth, New
Hampshire, This agreement, the Treaty of Portsmonth, gave
Japan the captured tertitories, Tt also forced TRussia to with-
draw from Manchuria and to stay out of Korea.

japanese Qccupation of Korea After defeating Russia,
Tapan attacked Korea with & vengeance. In 1905, it made
Kores a protectorate. Japan sent In *advisers,” who grabbed
more and more power from the Korean government, The
Korean king was unable to rally international support for his
regime, In 1907, he gave up contral of the couwntry, Within
two years the Korean Imperial Army was dishanded. Tn
1910, Japan officially imposed annexation on Korea, or
brought that country under Japan's control.

The Japanese were harsh rulers, They shut down Korean
néwspapers and took over Korean schools. There they
replaced the study of Korean language and higtory with
Tapanese subjects, They took land away from Korean farm-
ers and gave it to Jepanese seitlers. They encouraged
Japanese businessmen to start industrics in Kotea, but for-

ng
alisrh -and
i

bade Koreans from going info business, Resentment of Japan’s repressive rule
grew, helping to create a strong Korean nationalist moverent, {8}

The rest of the world clearly saw the brutal resalts of Japan's impetialism.
Nevertheless, the United States and other Huropean countries largely ignored what
was happentng in Korea, They were too busy with their own imperialistic aims, as

you will leam in Section 3,

o
TERMS & MAMES 1. For each term or name, write a sentence explaining its significance,
» Treaty of Kanagewa » Melfl ara + Russo-Japanese War + annexation
SING YOUR NOTES MAIN IDEAS i GRITICAL THINKING & WRITING.

S,

pow

- T Modermdation

/N

1 s did the Meijt

frperialism

A g

5. Howy/dld Jagap begin lts quest
to Yuild an empire?

N

3. How was tha Treaty of ALYZING CAUSES What influsnces do you think were
ast important In motivating Japan to bulld its empire?

_ reatles that China sighed with  § 7 poRMING AND SUPPORTING OPINIONS In your view, was
fzed? Why or ythy not? vagious Eurofean powers?

CONNECT TO TODAY Fuitf R0 108

Conduct research 1o discover the name that Akihito, the present emperor of fapan, those for
i his relgn. Then create a symbaol that expresses tha meaning of this name,
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CHAPTER 1.1: THE HMPACT OF NATIONALISM AND WILITARISM ON JAPAN'S FOREIGK POLICY: THE ORIGINS, 1053~-1930 il
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The resuits of the First World War for Japan

At the Versailles Conference that followed the First World War, Japan
secured the former German Pacific islands as a mandate and Germany's
former -vonomic privileges on the Shandong Peninsula of China. These
gains firmly established Japan as an important economic power on the
Asian mainland and as the main naval power in the Western Pacific.

However, Japan was reminded that it was not fully a member of the
“Western Club” by its failure to get racial equality clauses included in
the Charter of the League of Natlons. This was because leaders in
Britain and the USA were afraid of the implications this would have for
Japanese immigration. inte their countries (see right for more details).

& Social skills

Japaninthe 1920s

How peaceful was Japanin the 1920s?

Influenced by Shidehara Kijuro, who was ambassador to Washington
in 1921 and foreign minister in 1924-27 and 1929-31, Japan changed
to a foreign policy of internationalism during the 1920s. This aimed
to develop Japan's economy via peaceful means: keeping good
relations with the USA, a key trading partner, and continuing to

seek economic advancement in China, but within the framework of
international agreement.

Thus Japan was a signatory to several international agreements,

At the Washington Conference of 1921, the Americans insisted that
the Anglo-Japanese Alliance of 1902 should be replaced by a Four-
Power Treaty; in this treaty Britain, Japan, the USA and France
agreed to confer should the rights or possessions of any of the four
countries be threatened in the Pacific. A Nine-Power Treaty, signed

by China, Belgium, Italy, the Netherlands and Portugal as well as the
signatories of the Four-Power Treaty, was concluded in Pebruary 1922,
This undertook to respect Chinese independence and integrity, and

to respect the “sovereignty, the independence and the territorial and
administrative integrity of China”, Japan agreed to return the German
concessions in Shandong seized during the First World War,

Meanwhile, the Five-Power Naval Treaty restricted competition in
battleships and aircraft carriers by setting a ratio of 5:5:3 for Britain, the
USA and Japan respectively. France and Italy would each be allowed a 1.75
ratio, This treaty required Japan's Imperial Navy to abandon its plans for a
massive expansion and was deeply opposed by the Navy General Staff.

These tieaties together formed the Washington Treaty System and
indicated that Japan yvas committed to international cooperation in
the 1920s.
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Japanese immigration
to the USA

The flow of Japanese
imrmigrants to the USA
Increased substantially after
1900, They worked mainly

in unskitled jobs and faced
discrimingtion in all areas.

A growing fear of “the yellow
peril”, petpetuated by the

US press, drove various antj-

1 Japanese laws; the Japanese

were not allowed 1o become
US citizens and in states such
as California were prevented
from owning land. The 1924
Immigration Act discriminated
against Japan by making it the
only country notto be allowed
any quota of immigrants into
the USA.

& Shidehara Kijura




The Washington Treaty System

This change to a more international approach in foreign affairs was
supported by internal developments that seemed to point to a more
liberal and more democratic Japan. The term “Taisho democracy”
referred to a series of reforms instituted during the latter years of
Emperor Taisho's reign. As part of Taisho democracy, it became common
for the prime minister’s position to be given to the leader of one of the
two main political parties that controlled the Diet in the 1920s. This

was significant because it meant that those now gaining political power
were doing so because of their experience rather than because they were
members of the elite. Meanwhile, the electorate was extended until, in
1925, all adult males were given the vote. Society became more open
and mass media more influential.

Prime Minister Hara’s government lasted from 1918 to 1921 and
introduced social and economic reforms. The military was contained
and Hara’s government led Japan into the League of Nations, where its
membership of the Council showed that it was accepted as one of the
“world's leading powers. ' '

What problems did Japan face in the 1320s?

Despite the moves towards democracy and internationalism in the
1920s, there were underlying problems in Japanese government and
society, which came together in the 1930s to lead Japan towards a
military dictatorship.

1. Afragile democracy

Japan’s democratic reforms remained fragile. Financial scandals and
election law violations eroded public support for the political parties.
The links of each party with either the country’s big business in the cities
or landlords in the countryside also deepened the public’s suspicions.
The system no longer inspired respect.

In addition, there was a fear of left-wing radicalism., The year that saw
the extension of the franchise also saw the government, via the Peace
Preservation Law, clamping down on anyone who opposed Japan’s
political structure. This was aimed particularly at the Communist
Party, which had been established in 1920, The passing of these {wo
laws, one extending the franchise and the other limiting the public's
right to engage in open discussion, indicated a dilemma in the Meiji
government’s ruling circles as to how much political freedom to allow.

-] 3_
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2. Opposition to Shidehara’s internationalism and the growing
influence of the military on foreign policy

Many Conservative groups in the government, along with the army,
questioned Shidehara’s approach to international relations, seeing

it as a betrayal of Japan's interests. The Washington Treaty System,
for example, was seen as “an Anglo-Saxon ‘fron-ring’ preventing Japan
from expanding abroad” (Bix, 2001: 226). They continued to advocate
an aggressive policy in China and to see Japan’s destiny as being the
leadership of Asia.

The conservatives” dislike of Shidehara’s policies was confirmed

when the USA passed a bill Hindting immigration from all countries to
150,000 a year, and specifically excluding “Asiatics” from the quota (see
information box on page 21). This was very offensive to the Japanese
and provoked strong protest from the Japanese press who called it a
“grave insult” and “deliberate slap in the face”. It played into the hands
of the military and other opponents of Shidehara’s policies, who saw the
immigration bill as provocation by the West.

When B.uperor Taisho died, the coming of new Bmperor Hirohito was
celebrated with a revival of the idea of the emperor as a living god,
along with the revival of nationalism and the idea of Japan's special
destiny in the yorld.

3. Agrowing economic crisis

The economic boomn of the war years lasted only until the middle

of 1921, when Eurcope began to revive and take back lost markets,
Unemployment and industrial unrest developed and, in 1921, a bitter
sirtke paralysed Japan's docks. There was a large divide between the
cities and rural areas, and farmers suffered from the falling price of rice
caused by good harvests and cheap imported rice. When farmers and
workers tried to organize themselves politically, they were suppressed by
the police. This again increased dissatisfaction with a political system that
crushed the left and that seemed to be intimately associated with the
zatbatsu {big bustness cornpanies) and the landlords, The real ecotiomic
crisis, however, came with the outhreak of the global depression
following the Wall Street Crash in the USA in 1929,

Indeed, by the end of the 1920s, following a series of domestic and
foreign crises, the Japanese government would come doyn on the side
of repression rather than democracy.

What was the role of political instability in Chinain
encouraging Japanese nationalism before the 1930s?

China's political instability was key in encouraging inperial
competition on its mainland and preventing Japanese expansion into
Korea and Manchuria.

......'74.......




During the course of the 19th
Bl century, as Buropean powers
seacf | competed to gain colonies,

Okhotsk *.| China had been forcibly

-7 opened up for trade by the

West. Although this had
also been the case for Japan,
following Perry’s arrival, it had
managed to turn this situation
to its advantage, borrowing
Western ideas to become a
strong country after 1868,

However, China went on
s ‘ to become a semi-colonial
S o0 7 | country, Following China’s
et o Shaiof| - defeat by the British in the
[ phlgpe | B amh Opium Wars {1839-42 and
R 1856~60), Buropean powers
| gained extraordinary economic,
ot Qg Emgie, LEED military and legal privileges on
i -s?o'wh; Chinese soil, especially along
-| the coast ini the treaty poxts.
Officially, the Chinese Empire
was still an independent power,
but in reality it was ar he
mercy of other powers and
: _ their treaties, which were backed up by “gunboat diplomacy” or armed
A French political cartoon power. In addition, Christian misstonaries flooded into the country

from 1898,
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As we have seen, Japan wished to achieve equality with the

West which, of course, also meant acquiring colonies. The Meiji
ambition to be a “first-class country” helped to encourage the drive
for expansion on the mainland. Naturalty, this would also help
provide economic benefits: the raw materials and the markets of
Rast Asia. Japan could see the Buropean povwers sharing out the
spoils of China and they were concerned that they would lose out
if they did not also stake claims on the mainland. Strategically,
Japan was also alarmed at the possibility of other powers having
political control in Korea (scen as “a dagger thrust at the heart” of
Japan) and China; it believed that Japan’s security depended on

it having a dominant influence in such areas. The Sino—Japanese
War (see page 18) was fought over influence in Korea, and China’s
weakness cornpared to the newly modernized Japan was evident in
its quick defeat. A revolution in China in 1911 topplied the Manchu
dynasty. However, the country remained weak and divided, It was
dominated by warlords who had fought among themselves and
prevented any kind of national unity.

By the 1920s, the main political force in China was the Guomindang
) . . Nationalist Party (GMD) which, after 1925, was led by General JHang
@:‘:T:té First question, part b—2marks  yieshi. However, the Commumist Party of China (CCP) had been set
" Whatis the message of this cartoon with  up in 1921. The rivalry between these two political groups was to

regard to China in the 18th century? cause further instability in China in the late 1920s and 1930s, as you
will read in the next chapter.
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Source help and hints

© You need to find three clear points to answer part a

- of Question 1 on the document paper. When reading

. through the source it is a good idea fo first underline or
-+ highlight these points before writing them out.

i First question, parta— 3 marks
See page 17.)

! According to Source A, why were the Japanese so
. excited about the victory over China in 18957

. Source A

© An extract from a memoir, written in 1931,
| by Ubukata Toshire, a journalist-novelist,

! who was a teenager at the start of the

| Sino-Japanese War.

Bverybody agreed that it would be very
difficult to capture Pyongyang, since the
cny held huge British cannons. However,

. — and the Japanese people
. My home town had no
telephone system back then. News of victories
came to the police before the newspaper
received it, thanks to a telegraph line between
the post office and police station. All news was
put upon the message board in front of the
police station, and we children ran to check
it suveral times a day. The excrremtnt of the
Japan le was b i

adults ch:ldren the aged, the women - talked
about war and nothing else, day and night ...
1o one ever had been as happy, as when we
learned of the fall of Pyongyang.

Cited in Modern Japan, A History of Documents,
JL. Huffman, OUP, 2004 |

 Once you have found three clear poinls, it is an easy

process to write your answer:

Example answer

Tirstly, according to Source A, the Japanese were
excited about the victory over China because the
capture of Pyongyang was achieved very easily,
“with so little effort”, despite the fact that they ‘
had thought it would be “very difficult”. Secondly, |
the Japanese were excited because China was

so much bigger than Japan and had a good
leader; this made the victory seem even more
remarkable. Finally, they were excited because
they had been successful in their fivst war with a
foreign country.

whzch events are hlstoncalig 51gn1flcant ;
and how ‘thlS ;mpacts our understanding -




.. CHAPTER 1.2: JAPANESE EXPANSION IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA, 1931-1941

Political instability in China
By the late 1920s, a new situation had emerged in China. It was this

situation, combined with the growing strength of the military and the
economic crisis in Japan, that precipitated the Manchurian cxlsis of 1931,

Hncouraged by public outrage concerning the behaviour of foreigners in
China, Chinese nationalism had grown. The Nationalist Party in China,
the Guomindang (GMD), led by Jiang Jieshi, began a campaign of
national unification. This included anti-foreigner rhetoric and demands
to end the unequal treaties that the great powers, including Japan, had
forced China to sign.

By 1921, a new political party, the Communist Party, had been set up
in China, Initially, the Communists, led by Mao Zedong, joined with
Jiang Jieshi to form the United Front. The United Front launched a
“Northern Bxpedition” to consolidate central government control and
wrest power from the warlords. Howevez, ultimately, the Nationalists
and the Communists were to clash in an all-out civil war which, from
1927, directed the energies and focus of Jiang towards defeating the
Communists rather than the Japanese.

This changing situation in China was to have an impact on the actions of
the Japanese government and military.

Japanese domestic issues before 1932: Political crises
and the growing influence of the military

The Northern Expedition, which had been launched by Jiang Jieshi
with the Communists, was regarded with some degree of concern by

the Japanese government. The Japanese had backed the warlord in
Manchuria, Zhang Zuolin. However, Zhang had become very powerful
and attempted to expand into Northern China, which made him a target
for Jiang. If Jiang defeated Zhang, this could impede Japan's special
interests in Manchiria.

The Japanese government planned to use its army in Manchurla, the
Kwantung Army, to disarm Zhang and to force him to retreat back to
Manchuria before he was defeated by Jiang. The policy was to let Jiang's
GMD have China while Japan focused on its interests in Manchuria.
However, some Kwantung leaders thought that Zhang should not

be treated so leniently and decided to take action themselves. First,

they forced Jiang’s Northern Bxpedition to halt at Jinan. They then
assassinated Zhang on 4 June 1928. Some of the Kwantung assassins
believed that the fallout from this act would provide the excuse they
wanted to conquer Manchuria,

Japan’s Prime Minister Tanaka was instructed by the emperor to

enforce discipline in the army. However, despite Tanaka's anger at this
interference by the Kwantung Army in government policy, the General
Staff were unwilling to punish the perpetrators as they claimed it would
weaken the prestige of the army. In July 1929, Tanaka was forced to
resign as he was unable to implement the emperor’s wishes. Therefore,
as early as the summer of 1929, it was clear that the army could ignore
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The Kwantung Army

Since 1906, the southern
Manchuwian railway had been
guarded by the Kwantung
garrison, which in 1919
developed into the Kwaniung
Army. The Kwantung Army
became a stronghold of the
radical Kodo-ha or “Imperial
Way” faction, with many of

its leaders advocating the
viglent overthrow of the clvilian
government to bring abaut

a mifitary dictatorship (see
page 39). They also advocated
a more aggressive and
expansionist foreign policy.




the government with impunity. This fondamentally undermined liberal
democracy in Japan.

The leader of the Minseito Party, Hamaguchi Yuko, became prime
minister but had to call an election in 1930 as he did not have a
majority in parliament. He won a sound majority from the public on
his manifesto of good relations with China, disarmament and an end to
corruption. However, his government soon faltered as the impact of the
Great Depression started to affect the economy (see below), Hamaguchi
did not have the funds to help industry and so he cut government
salaries for both the dvil and military sectors. The military were
unhappy with this move, but were then outraged when Hamaguchi
agreed to the decisions made at the London Naval Disarmament
Conference to limit Japan's naval growth, Criticism of the government,
particularly in military circles, grew. In November 1930, things came to
a head when Hamaguchi was shot by a right-wing radical. His injuries
forced him to resign in April 1931 and he died in August.

Japanese domestic issues: Economic crisis

The global economic crisis which started in 1929 following the Wall
Street Crash in the USA called into question the whole international
economic order. This, in turn, cast doubts on the trustworthiness of the
USA and other democratic nations, and on Japan's own parliamentary
govermment. :

Japan was dependent on world trade and its exports {ell drastically as
couniries put up tariffs to protect their own industries. The Smoot-
Hawley Tariff Act, signed into law by President Herbert Hoover in 1930,
brought in the highest protective tariffs in US peacetime industry. Duties
on Japanese goods rose by as much as 200%.

The worst hit industry was the silk industry. By 1932, the price of silk
had fallen to less than one-fifth of what it had been in 1923, Farmers
were hit particularly badly since over half of them relied on silk
production. The result was desperate poverty as unemployment rose to
3 million.

The responsibiility for Japan's plight was placed squarely ont the shoulders

of the liberal reforms of the 1920s. Taisho democracy and Taisho
internationalfsm, never very robust and possibly doomed anyway, were about
to become two more Victims of the world depression. — Boyle, 1993

In this dire economic situation, Manchuria became even more
important to Japan’s interests. As you have read in Chapter 1.1, Japan
had gained control of Port Arthur, as well as control of railway and
mineral rights, when it defeated Russia in the Russo-Japanese War

in 1904-05. Manchuria's wealth of resources (coal, iron and timber)
were increasingly enticing to a Japan suffering the deprivations of

the depression. If Japan took over Manchuria it would control these
resources and also gain a market for its manufactured goods.

Manchuria could also provide living space for an over-populated
Japan. In fact, Manchuria was depicted by the diplomat Yosuke
Matsuoko (who became Poreign Minister in 1940) as a “lifeline” and
“our only means of survival”.
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Despite Japan'’s plans for Manchuria, it became clear that, given the
aims of the Northern Bxpedition, China would fight for Manchuria.
The Kwantung Army’s hope that the assassination of Zhang would
destabilize the situation and allow for Japan to seize control was not
fulfilled, as the warlord was succeeded by his son, Zhang Xueliang,
who allied himself with Jlang, Indeed, the Chinese Natlonalists rallied
behind anti-Japanese propaganda. While the Japanese government still
aimed to follow peaceful principles to maintain Japan’s position in the
North-Hast of China, militants in the Kwantung Army were concerned
that their objective of taking over Manehuna would become more
difficult to achieve,

Thus, a group of Kwantung Army officers hatched a plot to seize
Manchuria once and for all, against the polidies of their own government,
Prime Minister Wakatsuki was wartned of the plan by Japanese consul
officials in Manchuria. He informed the emperor, who ordered the
minister of war, General Minami, to restrain the Kwantung Army.

Minami responded by writing an urgent letter to the conumander of

the Kwantung Army, but this letier was intentionally held back by the
general tasked with delivering it. The plotters therefore executed their
plan before receiving the emperor's command to cancel any action
against the Chinese, As the historian Herbert P. Bix writes: * {Eniperor]
Hirohito and his top palace advisers ... never imagined that the Kwantung army
would seize the initiative, completely overturn the Minseito cabinet's policies, and
undermine the emperor’s authority” (Bix, 2000).

Events in Manchuria, 1931

The impact of nationalism and militarism

on Japan'’s foreign policy

On the evening of 18 September 1931, near Mukden there was an
explosion on a section of the Japanese-owned South Manchurian Railway,
Immediately afterwards, officers of the Kwantung Army daimed that the
railway had been blown up by the Chinese, However, there is evidence
that the perpetrators were members of the Kwantung Army.
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Years of turmoil: The descent into “the Dark Valley”

After 1932, there was division not only between the military and

the politicians but within the military itself. This further destabilized
the political situation at the time and would ultimately lead to the
establishment of a military government and the descent into what the
Japanese call “the Dark Valley”.

Japanese domestic issues
after 1932 [

Political crises and the growing RADICAL
influence of the military

Although some generals did not want
to replace the government with a
military junta, there was growing
momenturn behind the militarist
groups that did, There were two key
groups that wanted more infhience
for the military: the Xoda-ha or
Tmperial Way faction, and the Tosei-
ha or Control faction. Both groups
were imperialist and wanted Japanese
-expansion, However, the Koda-ha
was generally the more radical of the
two. The Koda-ha faction believed in a
military dictatorship that would deliver
state socialism, Bs leading officers
viewed the Soviet Union as Japan's
main enemy. They saw war with the
Soviet Union as inevitable and the
conquest of Manchuria as the first
step towards this, They emphasized
national “spirit” over matertal force,
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The Tosei-ha were against terrorism and the use of force to remove the
overnment. They wanted to use legal means to foster military power
and influence over the government, They did not see war with the
Soviet Unidon ag inevitable and wanted to maintain good relations with
the Soviets. Their objective was conquest in China, which would require
the modernization of the army and industry as well as the mobilization
of the whole nation.

As part of this intexnal contest for power in Japan, three trajor
assassination plots destabilized the government between 1932 and
1936. One of these took place in May 1932, when a nurober of
army and navy officers attacked banks, party officers and the police.
headquarters in Tokyo. Prime Minister Inukai was shot and killed,

The trial of the conspirators demonstrated widespread support for their
actions and a general disillusionment with the ruling political parties.
Therefore, the “May 15th Incident”, as it became known, enhanced

the influence of the army and further undermined the democratic
government. The subsequent governments of Admiral Saito and Admiral
Okada were interim governments, during which the army played out its
power struggle between the Koda-ha and the Tosei-ha factions.

Admiral Saito’s government (May 1932-July 1934) seemed to favour the
Kodo-ha faction, as it appointed three of its leaders into high positions.
However, Saito took a firm stance against the Kodo-ha's radical factions
and, after a plot against him was discovered, he promoted a member of
the Tosei-ha to minister of war.

Admiral Okada took over in July 1934. During his leadership, the Kodo-
ha produced a publication promoting the idea that the army should
control the economy, When a Kodo-ha minister was sacked for not
keeping control of his young officers, a Kodo-ha officer assassinated the
leader of the Tosei-ha, General Nagata.

There was sympathy for the assassin, Aizawa, at his trial but he was
found guilty and executed. In response, a group of young Kodo-ha
officers attempted a revolt to seize power in February 1936. 1,500 soldiers
marched into Tokyo and took over the parliament buildings, the war
office, police headquarters and the prime minister’s residence, They
brutally murdered many officials. News of thelr attempted and bloody
coup went around the world.

Fifteen of the key conspirators were trled in secret and shot. The Xodo-
ha faction was discredited. From then ox, members of the Tosei-ha
faction were most important in developing army pianning, and this
meant that the army would now take firmer control of the country.

Admiral Okada resigned after the attempted coup and Hirota Koki
became prime minister. From the start, he was weak and had to make
compromises with the military, including agreeing to pursue a strong
foreign policy. In May 1936, he agreed that the ministers for the axmy
and navy had to be serving officers. He later agreed to a seven-point
programme from the army, which basically handed control of the
government to the military. Hirota agreed to expand arms production and
support the army in Manchuria. He also signed the Antl-Comintern Pact
with Hitler in November, 1936, When the National Diet declared its alarm
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at the direction the military was taking, the government was brought
down.

The government of General Hayashi was in power between Pebruary
and June 1937. The Diet was the only instrument of power left that
attempted to lmit the military’s power. However, its politicians were
divided. In June, Prince Konoye Pumimaro took over as prime minister j
and it was hoped that, with his long political experlence, he could unite
the nation politically.

s %ﬁé i

Gérmaniy in Nover
Konoye wanted to restrain the army, but it was soon apparent that he

would not be able to; the Tosei-ha faction was dominant in the government

and expansion in China was their objective. A leading Tosei-ha general,

General Tojo Hideki, became Chief of Staff to the Xwantung Aymy in July

1937, Within six weeks of Konoe taking power, Japan's army commanders

had ordered the invasion of China, Konoe was powerless to halt it.

A B

Summary of the political changes, 1931-41
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Primary Source Document
with Questions (DBQs)

“ILLUSIONS OF THE WHITE RACE" (1921}
By Okuma Shigenobu

Introduction

Okuma Shigenobu (1838-1922) was one of the leaders of the Meljl Restoration and a leading statesman in [ate
nineteeth- and early twentieth-century Japan. Okuma served as Japan's Minister of Finance, Forelgn Minister,
and {on two occasions, in 1898 and 1914-16) as Prime Minister. He also was the founder of Waseda University, a
prestigious prlvate institution in Tokyo.

In this plece, wiitten not long before his death, Okuma captures long-standing Japanese resentments of racially
motlvated discrimination at the hands of the Western powers, The recent Versallles Peace Conference (1919} is
certainly fresh in Okuma’s mind, as the Japanese delegates there had proposed a raclal equality clause in the
Covenant of the League of Natlons, only to be rebuffed by Australlan, American, and European resistance, In the
1920s, anger over American raclsm would flare once again, especially in the wake of the Immigration Act of 1924
(often called the Aslan excluston act), which sought to block Japanese migration to the Untted States,

Document Excerpts with Questions (Longer selection follows this section)
From What Japan Thinks, edited by K. K. Kawakam! (New York: Macmilian, 1921),

“Ilusions of the White Race” (1921)
By Okuma Shigenobu

The Renaissance during the Middle Ages stimulated the progress of the material
civilization in Europe and helped the Europeans to grow richer and stronger than the Asiatic
races who kept on slumbering in their old civilization, Being seized by an insatiable, aggressive
desire, the Buropeans tock full advantage of their lethargy and swooped down on India and
other parts of Asta, They either conquered the Asiatic people by force, or dominated them by
dint of supetior economic organization, or cheated them out of their territories. The ascendance
of the white races is due to the fact that they came into the possession of material civilization a
little earlier than their non-white brothets,

The white are obsessed with the mistaken theory that they are superior to all other races.
This is the most serious obstacle in the way of the realization of racial equality.

Now the Japanese, the Chinese, the Mongolian, the Turks, the Indians, the Afghans, the
Persians, the Arabs, the Malayans, the American aborigines, and the African peoples are all
non-white, They are all held in contempt by the whites. And it is the common belief among the
whites that the darker the skin, the more inferior is the race. It is based neither upon science, nor
upon any positive experience, It is mere superstition backed by historical prejudices.
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Primary Source Document with Questions (DBQs} on
“ILLUSIONS OF THE WHITE RACE” (1921), BY OKUMA SHIGENOBU

The whites are of the conviction that they are too supetior a people to be governed by
their non-white fellows. Therefore, they demand the privilege of exiraterritoriality in the
countries of the Asiatic races. They establish their own courts and trample under foot the laws
and courts of Asiatic countries ,.,

Of all the non-white countries, Japan had taken the lead in adopting the best parts of
European civilization — including its military side, She codified her laws, and reformed her
police and judicial systems, her military and naval forces, thus placing herself almost on an
equal footing with that of the Buropean countries, Therefore, the Eurepeans were compelled to
withdraw their extraterritorial rights from Japan ...

Some whites regard the development of Japan as an unjustifiable encroachment upon
their own rights, They either instigate a non-white race against Japan or plan to organize a
Jeague of the white nations to perpetuate a white supremacy in the world, Be it remembered,
however, that no unjust and unreasonable agitation against this country will ever succeed, as
God never sides with an unjust cause,

Tt is, of course, true that there are still peoples in this world who are so backward in
civilization that they cannot at once be admitted into the international family on an equal
footing, But it will never do to give discriminatory treatment to them. What is needed by them
is proper guidance and direction, And when they have reached a certain stage of civilization,
they should be given an equal place and rank in the comity of the nations. Although most
Asiatic nations are fully peers of European nations, yet they are discriminated against becese
of the color of the skin. The root of it les in the perverted feeling of racial superiority
entertained by the whites. If things are allowed to proceed in the present way, there is every
likelihood fhat the peace of the world will be endangered. It, therefore, behooves all well-
wishers of mankind to exert their utmost to remove this gross injustice immediately.

Questions:

1. What are Okuma's maln arguments here? What kind of evidence does he
use to suppott hls points? Do you agree with him?

2. Does Okuma himself see all races and nationallties as equal? Where does
he hefieve Japan stands In the world? What yardstick does he use for
measuring Japan's status? :

3, How do you think you would have responded to this plece as an
American political leader at the time?

4, Does it change your opinion of Okuma and this document to know that
Okuma himself was a nobleman, holding the elevated title of marquls,
one of the highest ranks in the Japanese peerage?

PECNYL L\_j s

Asla for Educators | Columbia University | http//afe easta.cnlnebis dy Page 2 of 4
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Terms for Primary Source “Cardinal Principles of the National Entity of Japan”, 1937

Evocative - bringing strong images, memoties, or feelings to mind.
Essence - spitit

Meiji - the period when Japan was ruled by the empetor Meifi Tenno, marked by the
modernization and westernization of the country.

Vittue - behavior showing high motal standards.

Inttinsically - in an essential or natural way.

Occidental - relating to the countties of the West.

Conglomerations - 2 number of different things, parts or items that are grouped togethes;
collection. '
August - respected and impressive.

Filial Piety - filial picty is a virtue of tespect for one's patents, elders, and ancestors

Martial - of or approptiate to wat; watlike.

Self-Effacement - not claiming attention for oneself.

Oriental - of, from, ot chatacteristic of Asia, especiafly East Asia,
Aesthetic - concerned with beauty or the appreciation of bezuty.
Polity - an otganized society; a state as a political entity

Document 20.2
The Japanese Way

In the Japanese language the word kokutai is an evocative term that refers to the
national essence or the fundamental character of the Japanese nation and people.
Drawing both on long-established understandings and on recently developed
nationalist ideas, the Ministry of Education in 1937 published 2 small volume,
widely distributed in schools and homes throughout the country, entitled the
Kokutai No Hongi (Cardinal Principles of the National Entity of Japan). That text,
excerpted in Document 20.2, defined the uniqueness of Japan and articulated
the philosophical foundation of its authoritarian regime. (See pp. 999—1002 for
the background to this document.) When the Americans occupied a defeated
and devastated Japan in 1943, they forbade the further distribution of the baok.

B According to Cardinal Principles, what was kokutai? How did the docu-
ment define the national essence of Japan? How did its anthors compare
Japan to the West? )
What was the ideal role of the individual in Japanese society?

B To whom might these ideas have been attractive? Why?

# How might this document have been used to justify Japan’s military and
territorial expansion?

B Why do you think the American cccupation authorities banmed the
document?
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CHAPTER 20 [ COLLAPSE AT THE CENTER, 1914-19705

Cardinal Principles of the National Entity of Japan
1937 '

he various ideological and social evils of
present-day Japan are the result of ignoring
the fundamental and running after the trivial, of
lack of judgment, and a failure to digest things thor-
oughly; and this is dute to the fact that since the days
of Meiji so many aspects of Buropean and American
culture, systemns, and learning, have been mmported,
and that, too rapidly. As a matter of fact, the foreign
ideologies imported into our country are in the main
ideologies of the [Buropean] Enlightenment that
have come down from the eighteenth century, or ex—
tensions of them. The views of the woild and of life
 that form the basis of these ideologies . .. lay the
highest valne on, and assert the liberty and equality
of, individual. . . .
We have already witnessed the boundless Impe-
rial virtues. Wherever this Tmperial virtue of com-
passion radiates, the Way for the subjects naturally

becomes clear. The Way of the subjects exists where

the entire nation serves the Emperor united in
mind. ... That is, we by nature serve the Emperor
and walk the Way of the Empire. . .. )

We subjects are intrinsically quite different from
the so-called citizens of the Occidenta? conntries. . ..

When citizens who are conglomerations of sepa-—
rate individunals independent of each other give sup-
port to a ruler, ... . there exists no deep foundation
between ruler and citizen to uznite them. However,
the relationship betweer the Emperor and his sub-
jects arises from the same fountainhead, and has pros-
pered ever since the founding of the nation as one
in essence. ...

Our country is estzblished with the Emperor. . ,,
For this reason, to serve the Bmperor and to receive
the Emperor’s great angust Will as one’s ovim is the
rationale of making our historical “life” live in the
preseant. ...

Source: ], O. Gauntletf, trans., and R_K. Hall, ed., Koksitai
No Hongi (Cardinal Prindples of the National Entity of Japar)
{Cambridge, MA; Harvard Undversity Press, 1949), 53—183.

Loyalty means to reverence the Emperor 4
[our] pivot and to follow him implicidy. . -Hence,
offering our lives for the sake of the Emperor does
not mean so-called self-sacrifice, but the casting
aside of our little selves to-live under his august grace
and the enhancing of the genuine life of the people
of a State. .. . An individual is an existence belong.
mg to the Staté and her history, which forms the
basis of his origin, and is fandamentally one body
with it....

We must sweep aside the corruption of the spirit
and the clouding of knowledge that arises from set-
ting up one’s “self” and from being taken up with
one’s “self” and retura to a pure and clear state of
mind that belongs intrinsically to us as subjects, and
thereby fathom the great principle loyalty.. .-

Indeed, loyalty is our findarnéata] Way as sub-
Ject,and is the basis of our national morality. Throngh
loyalty are we become Japanese subjects; in loyalty
do we obtain Hfe and herein do we find the source
of all morality. . ..

In our country filial piety is a Way of the highest
importance. Filial piety originates with one’s family
as its basis, and in its larger sense has the nation for
its foundation. . ..

Our country is a great family nation, =ad the
Imperial Household is the head family of the sub-
jects and the nuclens of national life. The subjects
tevere the Imperial Household, which is the head K
family, with the tender esteem they have far their
ancestors; and the Emperor loves his subjects as his

VETY OWiL. ...
ks

When we trace the marks of the facts of th.‘;’

founding of our country and the progress of our.

history, what we always find there is the. spirit; of - .
harmony. ... The spirit of harmony is built upos.
the concord of all things. When people detet'
rminedly count themselves as masters and ass o
egos, there is nothing but contradictions
setting of one against the other; and b

alism is one of the clashes betwet?_h [

T
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CONSIDERING THE EVIDENCE / DOCUMENTS: IDEQLOGIES OF THE AXIS POWERS

people . .and aﬂ history may be looked upon as
one of class wars. .
. And this, this ha.rmony is clearly seen in our na-
. tion’s martial spirit. Our nation is one that holds
* pushido® in high regard, and there are shrines deify-
ing warlike spirits. . . . Bushido may be cited as show-
ing an outstanding characteristic of our national
morality. . .. Thatis to say, though a sense of obliga-
tion binds master and servant, this has developed in
a spirit of self~effacement and meeting death with
a perfect calmmness. In this, it was not that death was
made light of so much as that man tempered him-
self to death and in a true sense regarded it with es~
teem. In effect, man tried to fulfill true life by the
way of death. ...

To put it in a nutshell, while the strong points
of Occidental learning and concepts lie in their ana-
lytical and intellectual gualities, the characteristics
of Oriental learning and concepts lie in their intui-
tive and aesthetic qualities, These ate natural tenden-
¢les that arise through racial and historical differences;
and when we compare them with onr national spir-

"bushido: the way of the warrior.

1023

its, concepts, or mode of iving, we cannot help rec-

ognizing further great and fundamental differences.

Our nation has in the past imported, assimitated, and

sublimated Chinese and Iidian ideologies, and has

therewith supported the Imperial Way, making pos-

sible the establishment of an ordginal culture based-
on her national polity. ...

Since the Meiji restoration our nation has adapted
the good elernents of the advanced education seen
among Furopean and American nations, and has ex-
erted efforts to set up an edncational system and ma-
terials for teaching. The nation has also assimilated
on a wide scale the scholarship of the West, not
only in the fields of natural science, but of the men-
tal sciences, and has thus striven to see progress made
in our scholastic pursuits and to make education
more popular, . ..

However, at the same time, through the infiltra- .
tion of individualistic concepts, both scholastic pur-
suits and education have tended to be taken up with
a world in which the intellect alone mattered. ...’

In order to correct these tendendies, the only
course open to us is to clarify the true nature of our
national polity, which is at the very source of our
education, and 1o strive to ciear up individualistic and
abstract ideas.
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