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"And many have imagined republics and principalities which 
have never been seen or known to exist in reality; for how we 
live is so far removed from how we ought to live, that he who 
abandons what is done for what ought to be done, will rather 
learn to bring about his own ruin than his preservation."

-Machiavelli, The Prince

"[When] men live without a common power to keep them all in awe, 
they are in that condition which is called war...[In] a time of  war, where 
man is enemy to every man; the same is consequent to the time, wherein 
men live without other security, than that which their own strength, and 
their own invention shall furnish them withal. In such a condition, there 
is no place for industry; because the fruit thereof  is uncertain: and 
consequently no culture of  the earth; no navigation, nor use of  the 
commodities that may be imported by sea; no commodious building; no 
instruments of  moving, and removing, such things as require much 
force; no knowledge of  the face of  the earth; no account of  time; no 
arts; no letters; no society; and which is worst of  all, continual fear, and 
danger of  violent death; and the life of  man, solitary, poor, nasty, 
brutish, and short."

-Hobbes, Leviathan

"The end of  civil society (is) to avoid and remedy those inconveniences 
of  the state of  nature which necessarily follow from every man being 
judge in his own case, by setting up a known authority to which 
everyone of  that society may appeal upon any injury received or 
controversy that may arise, and which everyone of  the society ought to 
obey."

-Locke, The Second Treatise of Civil Government
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What makes a state viable?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GtcicQY49AQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GtcicQY49AQ
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Initiator

Target
State

State

Citizens

Citizens

For much of  the course so  far, 
we've been looking at states as 
the key actors in international 
politics. One shared 
characteristic of  states that 
we've been discussing is the 
monopoly on the use of  force.  
States demand exclusivity on 
coercion; people do not always 
comply. When people don't 
comply, they commit political 
violence...

States are political units that have internal authority and recognize no external authority 
over themselves.
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