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1. Using the same link as the last two assignments, read Notes from Underground Part I sections VIII, IX, X and XI.

2. Write a paragraph in response to the following:
The whole book, but this section in particular, is rich in philosophical ideas.  Feel free to comment on which ever of those interests you most (what are your favorite couple sentences?  why?), but this is the one most provocative to me:

	Should people be free to do dumb things, even if against their own benefit or self-interest?  If so, what?  Why?

	UM theorizes that as our knowledge of the laws of nature grow, eventually we’ll be able to precisely calculate the outcome of any given choice—and, he says, this would be the end of desire.  He says he wouldn’t like this. Would you?  Why or why not?

	When was the last time you made an irrational decision?  Was there something “right” about your choice/act even though irrational?  What was the nature of the pleasure or fulfillment it offered?

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Would you rather be given a choice with the opportunity to make it a stupid one, or not be given a choice (but assured the only path given is in your best interest)?  Does your answer vary based on context?  If so, what about each context?  How does this apply to school/education?  How should it apply to politics?
