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Course: English 43

I. Course Overview

This is a thematic survey course designed to help students improve their reading, critical thinking, writing, and public speaking skills. We will conduct thorough critical analysis of literature, including novels, short stories, essays, poems and plays, through class discussion, formal speeches, research, and writing assignments. Throughout the year, students will write regularly on topics related to our reading and will also engage in the study of grammar and vocabulary.

II.
      Successful Learning

      Becoming a successful learner depends upon how the student approaches in-class and out-of-


       class situations. At school, the student should show up for class on time and ready to learn,


       should be willing to participate in class discussion and ask questions, and should maintain an


       English notebook for notes and in-class exercises. At home, the student should always


       complete any assignments to the best of their ability, should prepare questions about aspects


       of the material they did not understand, and should be willing to seek extra help when


       necessary.

III.
     Student Learning Expectations

     Students will be expected to employ current technology in order to investigate, create,


      communicate and produce; to apply a variety of problem-solving strategies; to write


      effectively; to communicate orally; to read critically; to obtain, evaluate, analyze and apply


      data; to demonstrate self-control and respect for all individuals; to pursue and participate in


      modes of artistic and creative expression; and to exhibit responsible citizenship.

      IV.
     Expected Outcomes


     By the end of the course, students should be able:



-to discuss coherently issues raised by the themes of course readings



-to recognize and explain the elements of a story



-to know the stages of plot development



-to distinguish types of characters



-to recognize how stories and characters relate to their own lives



-to recognize how setting shapes the events, characters and themes of a story



-to recognize and understand the mechanics of a poem



-to understand and explain how metaphor and symbol work in literature



-to explain how various writing styles shape and influence stories



-to understand how society influences literature, and vice-versa



-to understand and employ proper sentence structure



-to use newly acquired vocabulary correctly



-to understand literary criticism and integrate it into their own writing



-to draft and deliver a public speech
V. Topics/ Content

We will be reading material from classical times through the Elizabethan era up to modern times. We will focus specifically, but not exclusively, on The Things They Carried, The Metamorphosis, a Shakespeare play, and The Odyssey. There will also be poetry, short stories and films, and we will also engage in grammar and vocabulary lessons. The year will also include the senior paper and presentation project. 
VI. Assessing Progress

Students will be graded in a variety of ways in this course, including regular quizzes and tests on the reading material, vocabulary and grammar exercises, and in-class and out-of-class writing assignments (ranging from single paragraphs to the major paper at the end of the year). There will also be, at irregular intervals, group and/or individual projects. I grade on a total points system, meaning that one’s grade at the end of a term will be the number of points achieved divided by the number of points available. To give you an idea, major tests and papers could be worth 100 points, in-class essays might be worth 50 points, and quizzes – vocabulary grammar and reading comprehension – could range from 5 to 25 points. Class participation will be factored in as 5% of the grade. I do not give extra credit assignments, particularly at the end of grading periods.

VII. Classroom Expectations

All rules in the Wellesley High School student handbook apply in my classroom. Pay particular attention to the section entitled Academic Integrity. I will also be rigidly enforcing the handbook’s phone policy this year. Beyond this, I expect you to behave in a manner that shows respect for your classmates, your teacher, the material, and yourself

VIII. Homework/ Make-up Policy

I expect you to do all homework completely and to the best of your ability. Homework assignments will almost always be given to you, either on the board or by handout, at least two classes before they are due, so being absent the class before is never an excuse for not getting your homework done. If you are going to be absent for more than a day, it is up to you to make sure that you know what the homework is. You can contact me at the phone number or email address provided below, make a request through a guidance counselor, or ask a trusted friend. I also expect that work you miss, especially quizzes and tests, will be made up promptly. Work made up beyond a reasonable length of time will be docked, while work not made up at all will receive a 0. I will remind you of what you’re missing at least twice, but making up work is your responsibility. Reasonable requests surrounding absences will be entertained depending upon the type of absence. For example, you will find me rather understanding about an extended hospital stay, but don’t ask me for a break if your family is going on a cruise the week before February vacation.

IX. Additional Information

I actively encourage students to seek extra help whenever they feel they are falling behind. I am usually in my room (309) in the mornings and afternoons, and I will always arrange a time to sit down with you if you ask. I can be contacted by email at dayl@wellesleyps.org.
