Theater Production and Design
Wellesley High School Performing Arts

Instructor: Michael Lounsbery   Email: lounsberym@wellesleyps.org
There will also be handouts from various sources.  You will be responsible for the information in these handouts and keeping up with the reading assignments.
Course Overview:

The purpose of this class is to serve as an exploration into the world of Technical Theatre and the Design Process. You will gain a fundamental understanding of building techniques, lighting, sound, tools, terminology, collaboration and the methodology used by various fields in the mounting of a production.  In the end it is my hope that you not only walk away with knowledge of how a production gets assembled but also develop a greater respect for the process that is involved in putting theatrical or dance event together. 

Theater is about exploration and trying new ideas and methodologies. In this class as we move forward I hope that you embrace that idea. That you feel free to express yourself and your ideas and that you are open to trying new things and working in different areas of technical theater. No one expects anyone to be perfect all the time and it is through our mistakes that we learn, so I hope that you are willing to not let your errors define you but act as foundation for growth. 
As we move closer to productions we will begin in class work on various elements relating to the required technical needs. Students will work together in various areas that correlate to the designs needed for the show. These areas will include:

· Set Construction

· Lighting

· Sound Design and Reinforcement

· Props 

Safety is most important during crew calls. I ask that you follow department safety guidelines at all times.

For Scene shop:
· Proper attire (described below)

· Safety glasses when working with tools, especially saws

· Ear buds when working in the scene shop.

· Dust masks especially when using any of the sanders
For Light hang and load in:
· Hard hats at all times
· Closed toe shoes
· Gloves are a good idea to have

· If you are in the catwalk you must wear a harness

For Fly Rail and Loading Gallery
· Proper safety speech at all times
· Only trained students may work the fly rail
· If you are in the gallery you must wear a harness
Assignments:
Class periods will involve hands-on learning that directly correlates to current Wellesley Performing Arts  productions. Students should come prepared to work on a variety of projects during each class period and  actively participate on daily projects either as a class, a group, or individually.  

This semester we will be working on the one acts festival, the winter workshop play and setting up microphones for various music performances. 

For the One Acts Festival or Footnotes Lighting Design 
ONE ACTS: All students will be assigned to 1-2 One Act Festival productions. Each student will be the lighting  designer for one production and the sound designer for the other 
1. ONE ACTS: Students will be required to read the script and identify production needs, They should also attend one  rehearsal to determine cue placement and attend the one tech rehearsal where all cues are programmed. They should also attend each of the one-act performances to be the board operator for their one act.  

2. FOOTNOTES: Students will be assigned 1 dance number for the annual Footnotes concert and will execute the  lighting design for the selected piece. They should also attend one  rehearsal to determine cue placement and attend the one tech rehearsal where all cues are programmed. They should also attend each of the Footnotes performances to be the board operator for their one act.
ONE ACTS & FOOTNOTES: Failure to complete each of these steps will result in a failing grade.  

3. Paper Project: Students will pick from a film, play, musical or album and write a paper analyzing the technical elements of the work and how they help convey the story to the audience. How do light and set choices convey mood and atmosphere to the viewer? How do design choices convey information about the characters in the piece? How do designs covey the “action” or “attitude of the performance? Due on the last day of class
Grading: 
In class participation 40%

Design work for One Acts and Footnotes 40%

Paper Project 20%
.
REQUIRED ATTIRE for work calls and in class work:

· Pants with pockets and belt loops - jeans are preferred
· Heavy sneakers or work boots, no open toed shoes
· No sandals, open toe shoes, clogs or shoes with high heels

· No loose jewelry or clothing

· Students with long hair should tie it back.

Please note: Your clothes may get dirty or torn - DO NOT wear good clothing!!

