Hopewell Archeology

Ditections: Using the evidence provided to your group through artifacts, phofos (this is
whete you found the artifacts, and the handouts), write down claims and questions about

what you have found.

Claims: (based on the evidence)

Questions:

Reflection Questions: ‘
1. What is difficult about making claitms with the evidence th

with?

r

2. What othet evidence would you want? Could you get it?

Accotding to page 288 in Strayer:

Who are the Hopewell?

When was the high point of their culture?

What ate their major achievements?

at you have been providé;d



Southwestern Desert Cultures

. Around 300 B.C.E. in what is today Arizona, contacts with Mesoamerica led to the introduction
%\)\\{ €+ o of agriculture based on irrigation. Because irrigation allowed the planting of two maize crops

| peryear, the population grew and settled village life soon appeared. Of all the southwestern cul-
tures, the Hohokam of the Salt and Gila River Valleys show the strongest Mesoamerican influ-
ence. Hohokam sites have platform mounds and ball courts similar to those of Mesoamerica. PN
Hohokam pottery, clay figurines, cast copper bells, and turquoise mosaics also reflect this influ- 2
ence. By 1000 ¢.E. the Hohokam had constructed an elaborate irrigation system. Hohokam agri- '
cultural and ceramic technology then spread over to neighboring peoples, but it was the Anasazi
to the north who left the most vivid legacy of these desert cultures.

Archaeologists use Anasazi, a Navajo word meaning “ancient ones,” to identify a number of
dispersed, though similar, desert cultures located in what is now the Four Corners region of Ari-
zona, New Mexico, Colorado, and Utah (see Map 7.4). In the centuries before 700 C.E. the Anasazi
developed an economy based on maize, beans, and squash. As irrigation and other technolo-
gies increased their productivity, they fermed larger villages and evolved a much more complex
cultural life centered on underground buildings called kivas. They produced pottery decorated -
with geometric patterns, learned to weave cotton cloth, and, after 900 c.E., began to construct
large multistory residential and ritual centers.

One of the largest Anasazi communities was located in Chaco Canyon in what is now north-
western New Mexico. There were twelve towns in the canyon and surrounding mesas, suggest-
ingaregional population of 15,000, Pueblo Bonito (founded in 919 ¢.g.) had more than 650 rooms
arranged in a four-story block of residences and storage rooms; it also had thirty-eight kivas,
including a great Iiva more than 65 feet (19 meters) in diameter. Hunting, trade, and the need to
maintain irrigation works often drew men away from the village. Women shared in agricultural
tasks, were specialists in many crafts, and were responsible for food preparationand childcare.
At Chaco Canyon the high-quality construction, the size and number of kivas, and the system of
roads linking the canyon to outlying towns all suggest that Pueblo Bonito and its nearest neigh-
bors exerted political and cultural dominance over a large region.

As had been the case with the Olmec center of San Lorenzo and Chavin de Huantar in Peru
nearly a thousand years earlier, Pueblo Bonito's ascendancy depended on its identity as a sacred
site and on the elaboration of an intense cycle of religious rituals that attracted pilgrims from
distant locations.

Barly archaeologists suggested that the Chaco Canyon culture originated as a colo-
nial appendage of Mesoamerica, but the archaeological record provides little evidence for
this theory. Merchants from Chaco did provide Toltec-period peoples of northern Mexico
with turquoise in exchange for shell jewelry, copper bells, macaws, and trumpets, but these~
exchanges occurred late in Chaco’s development. More importantly, the signature elements
of Mesoamerican influence, such as pyramid-shaped mounds and ball courts, are missing at
Chaco. “

I
The abandonment of the major sites in Chaco Canyon in the twelfth century most likely
* resulted from a long drought that undermined the culture’s fragile agricultural economy. Nev-
ertheless, the Anasazi continued in the Four Corners region for more than a century after the
abandonment of Chaco Canyon, with major centers at Mesa Verde in present-day Colorado and ‘
at Canyon de Chelly and Kiet Siel in Arizona. The construction of these settlements inlarge nat-
ural caves high above valley floors suggests increased levels of Ifaf&;{P,f\?,P%BlXEIQXQ}?d% :
population pressure on the region’s limited arable land.; A

adobe construction. Many of these towns were con-
nected by an extensive system of what seem to be roads
or ritual lines, which linked the city to celestial or nat-
ural phenomena. The Anasazi produced excellent pot-
tery without the potter’s wheel, and they had trading
contacts with Mesoamerica, where the turquoise of
their region was traded for items such as parrots, val-
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Perhaps the most famous southwestern regional \
tradition is that of the Anasazi (Navajo for “the ancient !
ones”), who lived in the Four Corners region of New
Mexico, Arizona, Colorado, and Utah. Settled in the

. Tregion from about 200 B.C.E., they began to live in

large, multistory adobe and stone dwellings by 700 C.E.
Apparently, pressure from hostile neighbors caused
them to build these dwellings in protected canyons or
in cliffs, where access is difficult. ™ o T

Kivas are also found in another type of Anasazi set-

tlement. The ruins.of about 125 towns in New Mexico’s
Chaco Canyon and the surrounding areas are remark-
able for their planning and the care of their stone and

ued for their feathers.

A long period of drought in the late 13th century
seems to explain the decline of the Anasazi and other
southwestern peoples. Perhaps their technology in
managing water: resources was unable to keep pare
with a drought that lasted for hundreds of ye

Anasazi decline, followed by pressure from nomaas

such as the Navajo and Apache, eventually led to the
abandonment of the towns, but many scholars believe
that the traditions of the Anasazi have continued in the
culture of the modern Hopi and other Pueblo Indians
of the American Sonthwest.
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Cahokia

Basics (who, whete, when)

context (what’s the history of this place? Which places/people exist around it?)

Political (govetnment, policies and laws, rebellion, legitimacy, hegemony, diplomacy)

Religious/Belief System (beliefs /assumptions, tole of cote ideas and thinkers in
society/government)

Innovations (technologies, inventions, literature, and art)

Military (military structure and size, role of watfare, role of military in society, emphasis on military
and expansion)

Economic (production of goods and agriculture, trade, currency, markets, jobs, business, industry)

Social (structure of the social classes, gender roles, views on race and citizenship)



Anasazi

Basics (who, where, when)

context (what’s the history of this place? Which places/people exist around it?)

Political (government, policies and laws, tebellion, legitimacy, hegemony, diplomacy)

Religious/Belief System (beliefs/assumptions, tole of cote ideas and thinkets in
society/government)

Innovations (technologies, inventions, literature, and att)

Military (military structure and size, role of watfare, role of militaty in society, emphasis on military

and expansion)

Economic (production of goods and agriculture, trade, currency, markets, jobs, business, industty)

Social (structute of the social classes, gender roles, views on race and citizenship)



Directions: As you read, keep track of the discussion questions and take notes on the topic
headings listed on this page. Keep track of page numbers so you can prepare for the discussion.
Soutce: Mann, Chatles C. "Made in Ametrica." in 1491: New Revelations of the Americas Before
Columbus. Vintage Books; USA, 2005. Complete the reading even if you cannot finish all the
questions. .

Cahokia Reading Guide

1. Crops that Cahokia grew and had access to:

2. Animals that Cahokia raised or hunted:

3. What is the environment of the “American Bottom’?

4,  Desctibe the mounds and the technology behind them.

5. What was the role of maize in the development of Cahokia?

6.  How did the rivers change their courser What was the effect on Caholkia?



7.  How did the floods destroy Cahokia and cause its downfall?

8. What is the social structure like in Cahokia? How did the elite respond to the problems of
the floods?

t 9. What finally causes the fall of Cahokia?

Discussion Questions:
1. Explain how the regions are highly specialized region? (e.g. has jobs, specialties, complex
structures.)

2. 'To what extent does geography determine the development and downfall of a civilization? (think
social, political, and economic)

3. What is the function of politics and teligion in maintaining legitimacy, unity and hegemony?

4. How does your region compare and contrast with the rest of the world at this time? (1 000-1250)
Japan E

Mongols

EBurope

Song Dynasty

Ghana

Islamic World
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THE CAHOKIANS IN NORTH
AMERICA Cities took shape at the
hubs of trading networks all across North
America. The largest was Cahokia, along
~ the Mississippi River near modern-day

- Fast St. Louis. A city of about 15,000, it
approximated the size of London at the
time. Farmers and hunters settled in
the region around 600 ck, attracted by
its rich soil, its woodlands for fuel and
game, and its access to the trading artery

maize and other crops fanned out toward
the horizon. The hoe replaced the trusty
digging stick, and satellite towns erected
granaries to hold the increased yields.
Now Cahokia became a commerciat
center for regional and long-distance
trade. The hinterlands produced staples
" for Cahokia's urban consumers, and in
return its crafts rode inland on the backs
of porters and to distant markets in canoes. The city’s woven
fabrics and ceramics were especially desirable. In exchange,
traders brought mica from the Appalachian Mountains, seashells
and sharks’ teeth from the Gulf of Mexico, and copper from the
upper Great Lakes. Cahokia became more than an importer and
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150 500 Miles

250 500 Kilometers

of the Mississippi. Eventually, fields of .

exporter: it was the exchange hub for an entire regional network
trading in salt, tools, pottery, woven stuffs, jewelry, and ceremo-
‘nial goods.
Dominating Cahokia’s urban landscape were enormous
‘mounds (hence their nickname, “mound people”). These earthen
_monuments reveal a sophisticated design and careful mainte-
‘nance their builders applied layers of sand and clay to prevent
the foundations from drying and cracking, It was from these
~art1ﬁc1a1 hills that the people paid homage to spiritual forces.
Buﬂdmg this kind of infrastructure without draft animals, hydrau-
hc tools, or even wheels was labor-intensive, s0 the Cahokians
bTeCrulted neighboring people to help. A palisade around the city
PTOtected the metropohs from marauders.

' bred its downfall. As woodlands fell to the axe and arable soil -
lost nutrients, timber and food became scarce. Because the city

| Ultimately the city outgrew its environment, and its success ;

lacked a means to ship bulky items over long distances—in con- -

trast to the sturdy dhows of the Arabian Sea and the bulky junks
of the China Sea—its river canoes could carry only limited car-
goes. Cahokia’s commercial networks met their limits. When
the creeks that fed its water system could not keep up with
demand, engineers changed their course, but to no avail. By
1350 the city was practically, empty. Nevertheless, Cahokia was
" a remarkable center of exchange while it lasted. It represented
the growing networks of trade and migration, and the ability of
North Americans to organize vibrant commercial societies.
:s'%}uixim/ £ .
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| Canyon cultures,

Major city or ceremomal
center

-<— Roads leading north
from Mesoamerica

—t— Sea route from Mesoamerica
to Mississippi River valley

£+~ Mayan trade route

Economic Basis of Canyon People
Beans
Cotton

Irrigation
Maize
Turquoise
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Mississippian Trade Goods
3 Bison pelts

& Deerskins

% Horn

® Seashells
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Anyone who traveled up the Mississippi in 1100 a.p. wonld have seen _ . .\ v — .
it looming in the distance: a four-level earthen mound bigger than _ . OC , -

the Great Pyramid of Giza. Around it like echoes were as many as ,
120 smaller mounds, some topped by tall wooden palisades, ﬁ&unr
were in turn ringed by a network of irrigation and memmomnmnou

TEN THOUSAND MOUNDS ,, \//7? /\/>

canals; carefully located fields of maize; and hundreds of red- mnm. : / :
white-plastered wood homes with high-peaked, deeply nrmnn,unm . ZN:\ \NNQQNNQ tions Q\, N\\mm \QR\NNN\NGQM
roofs like those on traditional Japanese farms. Located near the con- ! A,. m @ﬁ ore Q O‘ N um ® 1S

fluence of the Missour, Illinois, and Mississippi Rivers, the Indian ' “

city of Cahokia was a busy port. Canoes flitted like hummingbirds ;

across its waterfront: traders bringing copper and mother-of-pearl

from faraway places; hunting parties bringing such rare treats as buf- “

falo and elk; emissaries and soldiers in Jong vessels bristling with

* weaponry; workers ferrying wood from upstream for the ever hun-

gry cookfires; the ubiquitous fishers with their nets and clubs. Cover-’

ing five square miles and housing at least fifteen thousand people; '

; Cahokia was the biggest concentration. of people north of the Rio
. Grande until the eighteenth century.
Away from the riverside, Cahokia was hardly less busy and impos- |

Em Its focal Huo_bn was the mHnmn Eonbmlngobwm gonb@ %

. . men, , their vo& paint mdm ﬁmﬁog obscured ,c% dust from the hard-’

| ened, brick-Jike mud that lay underneath the entire city. Some built’

| new mounds or maintained the old; others hauled wood for fitel and
houses or carried water in leather pduches ar weeded the maize fields

Nobody knows what these people called themselves or which lan-
guage they spoke. They were not “Cahokians”—that name, itself a
linguistic garble, comes from an unrelated group that migrated to the
area almost a thousand years latér. Archaeologists are ﬁnEn&% tofind -
a better name, Eoumr | .

VINTAGE BOOKS
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Directions: Prepate for a graded discussion on the following questions. This is a discussion graded
on SPARC, transitioning and answering the question. You will then have a quiz on Japan, Cahokia
and the Anasazi.

Topics:
* Japan
°  Anpasazi
® (Cahokia

Sub-topics: (only for question #4)

* Mongols

* Europe

®  TIslamic World

e  Ghana
Sources:

*  Strayer, Ways of the World. Anasazi (pages 286-288) or Cahokia (pages 288-289))
®  Mann, Chales, 1491.

* ABC-CLIO

*  OPITONAL: Diamond, Jared. Collapse

Discussion Questions

1. Explain how the region you studied is a highly specialized region? (e.g. has jobs, specialties,
complex structures.)

2. To what extent does geography determine the development of the civilization? (think social,
political, and economic)

3. What is the function of politics and religion in maintaining legitimacy, unity and hegemony?

4. How does your region compare and contrast with the rest of the world at this titne? (1000-1250)

a. Japan

b. Mongols

c. Burope

d. Song Dynasty
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