Directions: As you read, keep track of the discussion questions and take notes on the topic
headings listed on this page. Keep track of page numbers so you can prepare for the discussion.
Source: Diamond, Jared "The Ancient Ones: The Anasazi and Their Neighbots." in Collapse.
Complete the reading even if you cannot finish all the questions.

Anasazi Reading Guide

1. Crops that Cahokia grew and had access to:

2. Animals that Cahokia raised or hunted:

3. What is the envitonment of the American Southwest? Why is this not an ideal environment?

4, How did the Anasazi deal with their envitonmental problems?

5. Why does Chaco Canyon get deforested so quickly?

6. Describe the houses, toad system, city, and the technology behind them.

7. What was the role the envitonment in the collapse of the Anasazi? |






8.  What is the social structure like in Cahokia? How did the elite respond to the problems of

the floods?

9. What finally causes the fall of Cahokia?

Discussion Questions:
1. Explain how the regions are highly specialized regionP (e.g. has jobs, specialties, complex
structures.)

2. To what extent does geography determine the development and downfall of a civilization? (think
social, political, and economic)

3. What is the function of politics and teligion in maintaining legitimacy, unity and hegemony?

4. How does your region compate and conttast with the rest of the world at this time? (1000-1250)

Japan
Mongols
Europe

Song Dynasty
Ghana
Islamic World
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