ﬁ %Wf -

11.8 New Muslimm Empires and
the Expansion of Islam
New empires grew up in Muslim lands after the decline of the
Mongols. Islam also continued its spread to new lands.
The Otteman Empire  In the early 1300s, a Turk named
Osman I started the Ottoman dynasty in northern Anatolia.
The Ottomans quickly conquered new lands in Anatolia and

southeastern Europe.
The Ottomans’ advance was stopped for a time by a new
enemy, Timur Lang, Timur came from a Mongol tribe in
central Asia, He claimed descent from Genghis Khan.
Timur began building his own empire in the late
1300s. His armies overran much of central Asia, includ-
ing present-day Iraq. They then invaded India, Syria, and
Anatolia. In 1402, Timur defeated an Ottoman army at

Ankara in Anatolia. The Ottomans were on the brink of

collapse. But after Timur’s death in 1405, they regained”
control of their lands.

Turning back toward Europe, the Ottomans set out to
expand their empire. In 1453, they captured Constantinople,
bringing an énd to the Byzantine Empire. The city was
renamed Istanbul, It became the Ottoman capital.

In the 1500s, the Ottomans destroyed the Mamluk Empire,
They conquered Syria, Palestine, Egypt, and Arabia, At its
height, their empire also took in parts of southeastern Europe,

North Africa, and Persia, as well as Turkey.

The Ottomans allowed their subjects considerable freedom. Jews,
) Christians, and Muslims had their own local commmunities, called
l millets. Millets were allowed to govern themselves. A ruling class
collected taxes and protected the sultan and the empire. In the empire’s
European provinces, some young Christian men were converted to
Islam and raised in the sultan’s palace to become elite soldiers and

government officials.
The Ottoman Empire slowly declined after about 1700. 1t tinally
came to an end in the 20th century.
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(text starts below, read this part last) highly
privileged position in Ottoman administration. This
system lasted through the 16th century. There is
some evidence that some families (including
Muslim families) voluntarily put forth their children
to be admitted into this system because of the
opportunities it provided.

Annotation

The devshirme system began in the late 14th century. Christian boys were recruited by force to
serve the Ottoman government. The boys were generally taken from the Balkan provinces,
converted to Islam, and then passed through a series of examinations to determine their
intelligence and capabilities. In special palace schools, they learned Arabic, Persian, Turkish,
math, calligraphy, Islam, horsemanship, and/or weaponry. Working in the sultan's personal
services was also part of the overall education, and this entailed assigning the boys to various
rooms in the palace to look after such items as the sultan's hunting birds or the sultan's
valuables. At the conclusion of each stage of the boys' training, the boys passed through a
selection and promotion process. The academic education at the palace schools was one of the
finest in the Islamic world and among its aims was to produce obedience, as well as high morals.
Because of their loyalty to the state, the boys would become guards, gatekeepers, scribes, pages,
governors, soldiers, or prime ministers, depending on their merit and seniority. Although the
boys were essentially transformed into state slaves, most considered it an honor as it led to a

(rest of text is above)



What was their social status?

In return for their loyalty and their fervour in war, Janissaries gained privileges and benefits.
They enjoyed high living standards, exemption from taxes and respected social status. Retired
and invalided Janissaries even received pensions. Many Janissaries became administrators and

scholars.

Over time, the Janissaries’ reputation increased to the point that by 1683 the sultan Mehmed
IV could abolish the devshirmeh. Increasing numbers of originally Muslim Turkish families had

already enrolled their own sons into the force.

What about their work in battle?
Janissaries became the elite troops of
Ottoman Empire. They were divided
into jemaat (frontier troops), beuluks
(sultan's bodyguard) and
sekban/seirnen. In the first centuries
Janissaries were expert archers, but
they adopted firearms as soon they
became available, In hand-to-hand
combat they used axes and sabres. The
full strength of the Janissary troops
varied from maybe 100 to more than
200,000.

The Ottoman empire used Janissaries in its major campaigns, including the 1453 capture of
Constantinople. Janissary troops were always led to the battle by the sultan himself, and

always had a share of the booty.

Did they have any agency?

Janissaries were paid, but only during war. Over time, Janissaries became aware of their own
importance and began to desire better payment. In 1449 they revolted for the first time,
demanding higher wages, which they obtained. After 1451, every new sultan was obligated to
pay each Janissary a reward and raise his pay rank. They gained permission to marry in 1566.
Finally, by the 1800s, they gained the right to work as tradesmen or law-enforcers (like

policemen) during peacetime.




The Janissaries: The Early Years

adapted from http ://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/ja/Janissary?title=Ga|até

The Janissaries (or janizaries); in Turkish: Yeni Ceri (New Troops) were foot-soldiers
(infantryman) who formed the Turkish sultan's palace troops and body guard. The force
started in the 14th century and disbanded in 1826.

Who were the Janissaries?

The Janissaries were initially formed of non-Muslims, especially Christian youths and
prisoners-of-war. They became the first Ottoman standing army, replacing forces mostly
composed of tribal warriors whose loyalty and morale could not always be trusted. Besides,

free warriors accustomed to riding on horseback did not like to serve as foot-soldiers.

How did the Ottomans find men to be
Janissaries?

After the 1380s, Sultans filled the Janissary
ranks using a form of taxation or tribute called
devshirmeh. The sultan’s men would conscript
(draft) a number of non-Muslim, usually
Christian, boys, first at random, later by strict
selection, and take them to be trained. Usually
they would select about 1 in 40 boys of ages
7-14 but the numbers could be changed to

correspond with the need for soldiers.

So they came in as boys? How were they
brought up?

Janissaries trained under strict discipline with

hard labour and in practically monastic
conditions in acemi oglan schools, where they were expected to remain celibate and were at
least encouraged to convert to Islam. Most did. For all practical purposes, Janissaries belonged
to the sultan. Unlike free Muslims, they were expressly forbidden to wear beards, only a
moustache, Janissaries were taught to consider the corps as their home and family, and the
sultan as their de facto father. Only those who proved strong enough earned the rank of a true
Janissary at the age of 24 - 25,
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THE OTTOMAN AND SAFAVID EMPIRES

1500-1683

¥ The Otlomon Empieo, olready
substontial in 1500, tontinved lo expand in
the 16th ond 173h centuries, though not
without setbacks, such as s defeat in the
novel Baite of Lepanto In 1571, 1ts decline
ton bs doted from! 683 when Ottomon
troops wiere farced to refret ofter foding in
their ottempt 0 Joke Vieana.
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peaks of Islamte political and cultural achievement,
and each handed down a powerful and complex
legacy to the modern Islamic world. From the mid-15th
century to 1683 the Ottomaen Emplre was also one of the
most suceessful and militarily effective states of all tme.
Its sultan, whom Western contemporaries called “The
Grand Signlor”, was regarded with Immense respeot
throughout Christendom. Ottoman power was based on
)

T he Ottoman and Safavid states represented twin

V' The areq east of the fuphrates was the
subject of muth disputa bebveen the
Gtomans ond Safavids tn the 16th ond
carly 174h centuriss, vt o boundory
betwezn the two empives was finally agreed
with the Peace of Zuhob in 1639,
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gunnery, the maintenance of a navy and an effective
system of military recruitment and training. Originally, the
Ottoman Janissary regiments were maintained by the
devshirme — the “gathering” of child slave recruits from
the margins of the empire, who eventually were able to
leave military service as free Muslims, However, by the
17th eentury local, Muslim-bom recruits were beginning to
dominate the army,

The Ottoman state displayed a high level of religious
tolerance for the substantial proportion of the empire’s
subjects who were not Ottoman Turks or even Muslims.
Members of minority communities became senior Ottoman
commanders and administrators; indeed, the Orthodox
Greek community was probably richer and more numer-
ous than that of the ruling Ottoman Turks,

The Ottoman cconomy was based on an agricultural
society which supported a system of military and religlous
flefdoms. A vital adjunct to this peasant world was provided
by the empire’s most uotable and outward-looking commu-
nitles — the Greels, Armenians, Syrians and Sephard! Jews
who d ed many of the empire’s cities and towns.

Territorial expansion was intrinsic to Ottoman power
(map 1). As late as the 17th century there was no sign that
poliey-makers in Constantinople believed that Ottoman
territorial authority had reached saturation point or
achieved natural froutiers. Yet this was, in effect, the case.
The Ottoman threat to Italy faded and Vienna — the “Red
Apple of the West” in Ottoman military folklore — remained
a prize that eluded the sultans, The defeat of the last great
Ottoman expedition to Vienna in 1683 marked the begin-
ning of the empire’s long decline.

THE SAFAVID STATE

The Safavids made their mark by nurturing the culture that
defines modern Iran, The founder of the Safavid dymasty
was Shah Ismatl I (r. 1501-24), who re-established a
central government amid the political chaos into which
Persia had fallen in the aftermath of the age of Timur-leng.
Ismail’s partisans were the Qizilbash — red-capped
Turcoman devotees of the Safawi religious brotherhaod,
The shah welded the Qizilbash into a political force by
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ATLAS OF WORLD HISTORY: PART 3
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linking his and their ambitions to the establishment of
“Twelver Shiism” as the religion of the Persian state. In the
wider Islamic world, this nostalgic Shiite tradition was
increasingly 2 marginal or sectarian faith, regarded by the
Sunni majority as heretical. In Safavid Persia, Shilsm
became the defining national creed, providing the Safavids
with an ideologleal focus. Unfortunately, it also exacerbated
enmities between Persia and its Sunn! Muslim nelghbours
and rivals, the Ottomans to the west and the Uzbek raiders
from Transoxania (map 2).

Safavid shahs — most notably Abbas I (r. 1587-1629) ~
were deliberate propagandists of Shiite culture. They were
patrons of representational art, usually in minlature, and
undertook a magnificent building programme of religious
architecture, palaces and public works. The greatest splen-
dours survive in Abbas I's capital, Esfahan.

THE FORGING OF A FRONTIER

The Ottoman Turks inherited from thelr Byzantine prede-
cessors n determination to keep the Black Sea dependent
on Constantinople, free from control by Central Asian
rulers. When Shah Ismail and his Qizilbash forces began
to infiltrate eastern Anatolia from Tabriz in the early 16th
century, they provoked s massive Ottoman military
response. The armiies of Sultan Selim the Grim were in the
forefront of contemporary military capacity, and the
Ottoman artillery gained a dramatic victory over the
lightly-armed Persians at Chaldiran in 1514.

The Battle of Chaldiran appears to have shifted the
centre of gravity of the Persian Empire to the east, but it
was not a final encounter. It led to more than 120 yéars of
intermittent Ottoman-Safavid conflict over land occupied
by Azegis, Kurds and Mesopotamian Arabs (map 2). (By
diverting Ottoman attention from the Balkans, this conflict
relieved western Europe of some of the military pressure
to which it had been exposed since the Ottoman elimi-
nation of the Byzantine Empire in 1453.) The standard
pattern in this long conflict was one of an Ottoman offen-
sive countered by Persian “scorched earth” and guerrilla
tactics. Shah Abbas [ was briefly able to set the Safavid
forces on the offensive and reconstitute most of the empire

€) THE BYZANTINE AND OTTOMAN EMPIRES 1025-1500 puges 96-97 @ THE DEGLINE OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE 1683-1923 pages 178-79
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once ruled by his predecessor Ismail, but the eventual
settlement, enshrined in the lasting Peace of Zuhab in
1639, favoured the Ottomans. The frontier had no logic in
terms of language, ethnicity or culture, 1t divided rather
than defined communities, splitting Sunni from Sunni and
Shiite from Shiite, but it formed the basis for the frontier
between the Ottoman and Persisn empires and survived as
the Iraq-Iran border. The Safavid Empire continued until
the invasion of its lands by the Ghilzai Afghans in 1722
heralded the demise of the dynasty in 1736,

THE WORLD OF MERCHANTS AND CARAVANS

The Ottoman and Safavid states governed lands that had
been In contact with a wider world since antiquity. The
emplres were crossed by commeroial and pilgrimage routes
and contained gateways by land and sea which linked the
Mediterranean and Levantine worlds to the Indian sub-
continent, Southeast Asia and China (map 3).

Many Ottoman and Safavid traders were also Muslim
pilgrims undertaking journeys to Mecca. However, a good
proportion of the traders and migrants from the Islamic
empires were not Muslims but members of Christian and
Jewish minority groups operating in partnership with
Europeans, many of whom were hased in Constantinople,
Smyrna, Aleppo and Alexandria - the empire's “windows
to the West”, Safavid contacts with the Western world were
tentous and bedevilled by the difficulties of the Persian
terrain, but during the 16th century European adventur-
crs did make their way to Esfahan and back. At the same
time, the powers of western Europe began to establish their
own seq routes to the East (pages 118-19), thus threaten-
ing to wrest control of Eurasian trade from the Muslims.
However, although in 1515 the Portuguese captured
Ormuz, a Gulf market for horses and spioes, they lost it
again to the Satavids in 1622. Therealter, the old trade in
spices and silk ~ and a new trade in tea — continued to be
serviced by caravan routes into the 18th century,

A Tha terrfory ruled by the Ottomans end
Safovids wrs ariss-trassed by land ond seo
routes ussd by merchants ead pilgrims
alike. Sea travel was ricky but could be
telutively straighiforvord on Medietrancen
short hops o In regions governed by the
clternating mansoan winds. Gvardond traffic
wos ordusws and stow bul continued to play
an imporiant role Ia trode with Asia yr
wiell into the 181h tentury,

A Ths doms of the Madrese-yi fladar]
Shoh masque Ts ammong the many splendovrs
of Sofavid architectura buit in the 17t
tentury in Esfohan, the topitol of Abbas |,







