Collision
When Worlds Collide

Collision in the Eastern Hemisphere
Europe and Asia
16th century

Content:
e Portuguese meets the Ming and Asia (Tome Pires Reading and 672-673)
e Spain meets the Philippines and Asia (674-675, 725-728 and 680-681)
@ Dutch meets Indonesia (676-678)
® Russia meets Siberia (636-638)

Vocabulary

hegemony

agency

context

empite

bureaucracy

individualism

missionaries

petiphery



When Asia Was the World
Tome Pires Reading Guide
Step One: Prediction
: ; Before you read about Europeans in China, make a prediction about what you think will happen
2

when the two cultutes interact. Explain your prediction.

Step Two: Geography

Locate the following places on the blank map

Red Sea Cape of Good Hope India Spain
Beijing, China Nanjing, China Guangzhou, China ~ Portugal

Malacca, Malaysia Goa, India Indian Ocean Java, Indonesia




Step Three: Context about Tome Pires
Pires was a Portuguese apothecaty from Lisbon. Pires was in Malacca from 1512-1515 immediately

after the Pottuguese conquest. This was duting a time when Europeans were only first arriving in
South Bast Asia. After his demanding experiences in India and the East Indies, he headed the first

official ambassadot mission from a Eutopean nation in China to the Chinese Zhengde Emperor,

during the Ming dynasty.
Define those words below:

Apothecary-

Ambassador-

How do you think Emperor Zhengde will view Tome Pires? Explain why.

Step Four: Read and annotate the reading by Stewert Gordon. When you annotate, each
paragraph should have something written next to it in the margin. Answer the questions that
presented throughout the reading, Use the vocabulary sheet (pg 4) to help support your reading The
overall goal is to figure out WHAT the European’s expetience was in China was and HOW/WHY

that experience happened.
Step Five: Create a timeline of ALL the events (on pg 5 under the map).

Step Six: Write an analytical paragraph with a claim that explains WHY the interaction went the way that it did. You
will answer ONE of the prompts below. This is an in-class assessment,

Prompt Options:

Why did the Portuguese lose this encounter?

Why ate the Chinese able to prevent the Portuguese from taking over them?

Why did the Pottuguese fail to take over or expand its influence in China?

Why wete the Chinese able to prevent the Portuguese from taking over?

Why did the Portguese fail to make connections with China?



Pre Reading Guide fot When Asia was the World
“Medicines and Misunderstanding: Tome Pires,1511-152” by Stewert Gordon

Text Breakdown
The following text is about a single man’s journey from Portugal to China during the 1500%. Thete is

a clear breakdown of each section in this text.....

Pages 157-162: Introduction to Tome Pites and the Portuguese conquests in Asia

Pages 165- 166- The way Pites and the Portuguese view the world
Pages 167-171- The expetience and outcome of Pires journey to and through China
Page 172- The Conclusion

Geography
All underlined cities, bodies of watet, ot geographic locations can be found on the map that you

completed fot homewotk and some of those places are labeled on the map on pg 5.

Vocabulary

All of the following terms ate undetlined within the text to temind you to look at this page if you
need help with the definition.

Quandary- dilemma/ puzzling situation

Cardamom- a spice .

Diplomatic- friendly, political relationship

Patronage- support (usually financially) from someone

Forays- an attack ot raid

Maritime- Relating to the sea or navy

Cannonade- an attack with cannons

Heathen- in this reading: a non- Chtistian that Chritistan think could be converted to Chritsitantiy
Propitious- favorable

Suma Oriental- the book Pires wrote about his journey in Asia

Hampet- become a problem for

Diplomats- political officials who establish friendly, diplomatic relationships

Ambassadorial mission- an official visit between government representatives

Complicity- cooperation

Jurisdiction- authority or law

Deposed King of Malacca- the otiginal King of Malacca who was overthrown by the Portugesse
Vassal- in this case, a country that is connected to and supported by another country through trade
Ambassadorial Lettet- letter from an official government representative

Fettets- chains
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_AEDICINES AND MISUNDERSTANDINGS

160

expeditions a century eachier The Portuguese a?proachwasn’:tc:b'
unhike that of the Chinese. Instead of generalized dominance

through diplomacy and reco;
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ition of local Kings, their strategy

ot

was, In fact, much closer to that of Genghis Khan- Seize the trading
dities and the Important resources, destroy resistance, tax trade, and

make-conquest pay for sl In the Indian Ocean in the frst de-

cade of the sixteenth centary; the Portugpese took the nnforfified
ports of Goa, Cochin, end Camnore on the Malapar Coast and
would soon musuccesshdly attack Aden at the base of the Red Sea.

Farther east at the same time, the Portuguese negotiated rights

to trade at Malacea and set

up a trading station. Within 2 yeas,

the Mrashim subtzn of Malacca closed the station and drove away the

Portuguese. The
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Pires armived In Goz at 2

Albuguerque, the governor of the Portuguese conguests In Asia,

tacked and conguered Malacca and promptly drove out the Miuslim
wrote to his king that there was trouble in

and Tndian traders. In both the Indian Ocean and Southeast Asia,
Portuguese fleets burned or captured many Jocal ships and at-

temnpted to extract taxes on trade 30
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Malacca were
of the just-captured city. To restore order, the govemor decided’

me to be a diligent man.” At the time there were only a handful of
Tterate merfibers of the ehite dass suitable for this responsible job

available at Gog, Pires sailled on the Sguro Christs, which almost
sank In monscon storms off the Malzbar Coast, but he reached
For a poox, distant commtry Itke Portngsl, conquests in the Indtan Occan
sezmed, Hrerally, 2 god-sent opportunity: .

thefx own. For the Ottomans, the Indian Ocean was not citiedlly important.

1o send “Yomé Pires, apothecary of the Prince, becanse he seems to
of the Tndizn Ocean were the Ottomans, whose g techoology was equal to

*Pertuguese saccess was not a sore thing. Their main

mguesem
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This map shows many of the places in the Pites reading, Keep in mind, the story begins with Pires in Cochin,
on the India’s Malabar Coast. He’s been in Malacca and is deciding whether to go west, back home to Lisbon, or

east, on a diplomatic mission to Beijing,

Then the narrative goes back in time to explain how he got to Malacca in the first place and then it goes forward

in time to explain what happens after he tties to go to Beijing. This involves him going back to Malacca, then to
Guangzhou, his fleet teturns to Malacca but Pires stays in Guangzhou. Then he and his men go to Nanjing,
then to Beijing, Then finally they end up back in Guangzhou.

Below, cteate a timeline of Tome Pires’s life and interactions with Ming China. Thete should be at least 10 events on the
timeline and THE TEXT IS OUT OF ORDER so keep track of dates as you add events to the timeline.




Context of Portuguse Expansion

By the middle of the 15th centuty, Pottugal was the leading matitime nation in Burope, thanks
largely to the legacy of Prince Henty the Navigatot, who had brought together a talented group
of mapmakets, geographers, asttonomers and navigators at his school of seamanship at Sagtes, in
southern Portugal. Henry's intention had been to find a sea route to India that would give Portugal
access to the lucrative trade in spices from the Far East. He had hoped to be aided by an alliance
with the elusive Prester John, whose Chtistian empire was thought to exist somewhere in Africa and
who might have provided assistance to Chtistians in any fight to overcome Muslim dominance of
the Indian Ocean trade. For 40 years, Henty sponsoted voyages of exploration south along the west
African coast, resulting in a lucrative trade in slaves and gold - but the southern extent of the |
continent remained unknown to Europeans, and the Prince's dream was not realised.

It was not until 1487 that Bartholomew Diaz set off on the voyage that finally reached the
southern tip of Africa. By rounding the Cape of Good Hope, Diaz proved that the Atlantic and
Indian Oceans were not landlocked, as many Eutopean geographers of the time thought, and
rekindled the idea that a sea route to India might indeed be feasible.

To complement the sea voyages of Diaz, the Portuguese monatrch King John IT also sent Pedro da ‘
Covilha, a fluent Arabic speaket, out on a dangetous overland journey to India. Disguised as an
Arab, Covilha gathered vital information on the ports of the east African and Indian coasts during
his three-year journey.

It would, however, be a furthet ten years before the Portuguese were able to organise a voyage to
exploit the discoveties of these two explorers. In the meantime, Christopher Columbus, sponsored
by the Spanish, had teturned to Europe in 1493 to announce that he had successfully found a route -
to the Orient by sailing west actoss the Atlantic.

The tivalty between Portugal and Spain for the control of trade with the Otient intensified. The
Pope stepped in to atbitrate and in 1494, after year-long negotiations, the Treaty of Tordesillas was
signed. This in effect drew an imaginary notth-south dividing line through the Atlantic, some
1,770km (1,100 miles) west of Cape Vetde, giving all the newly discovered lands to the west of the
line to Spain and everything to the east of the line to Portugal. King John was delighted. The treaty
meant that Portugal retained its control of the west African coastal trade and of the possible sea
route to India.

Source: http://wwwhbbc.co.uk/history/british /tudots/vasco da gama 01.shtml

1. How are the Portuguese expanding in the world?

2. Who is causing Portuguese expansion?



1. How ate the Portuguese expanding in the wortld?

2. What technology do the Portuguese have that are enabling them to expand their influence?

3. What is motivating Portuguese expansion?

4. How is Vasco de Gama and the Pottuguese teceived by othet people? How does he respond
to other people?

5. Overall, how does Portugal experience the world? Positive? Negative?

Sources listed at the end of each passage.
His Life

In 1497 King John's successot, Manuel I, appointed Vasco da Gama to lead a pioneeting voyage to
India. Vasco da Gama was botn in Sines, a small port in southern Portugal, in 1460 - the same year
that Henry the Navigator died. His mother was of English ancestry. His fathet, Estevao da Gama,

was head of one of Portugal's most noble families, had a distinguished military history, and was the



provincial governotr. When Vasco grew up he joined the navy, where he learned navigational skills
and served with distinction in the wat against Castille.In 1492 King John II of Portugal sent him to
the port of Settbal, south of Lisbon, and to the Algarve, Portugal's southernmost province, to seize
French ships in retaliation for French peacetime depredations against Portuguese shipping—a task
that Vasco rapidly and effectively performed.

In accordance with the policy of Prince Henry the Navigator, King John was planning to send a
Portuguese fleet to India to open the sea route to Asia and to outflank the Muslims, who had
hitherto enjoyed a monopoly of trade with India and other eastern states. Estévdo da Gama was
chosen to lead the expedition, but after his death Vasco took his place. Accounts of his appointment
differ; whether he was chosen by King John and this choice confirmed by King Manuel, who
ascended the throne in 1495, or whether it was King Manuel who fitst chose him, remains unclear.

| Da Gama sailed from Lisbon on July 8, 1497, with a fleet of four vessels [...] They were

| accompanied to the Cape Verde Islands by another ship commanded by Bartolomeu Dias, the
Portuguese navigatot who had discoveted the Cape of Good Hope a few years eatlier and who was
en route to the West African castle of Sdo Jorge da Mina on the Gold Coast (now Ghana). With da
Gama's fleet went three interpretets—two Arabic speakers and one who spoke several Bantu
dialects. The fleet also cartied padtdes (stone pillars) to set up as marks of discovery and
ovetlordship.

Passing the Canary Islands on July 15, the fleet reached the SAo Tiago in the Cape Vetde Islands...Then, to avoid the -
- currents of the Gulf of Guinea, da Gama took a citculat course through the South Atlantic to the Cape of Good Hope,

‘ reaching Santa Helena Bay (in modetn South Aftica) on November 7. The expedition departed on November 16, but
unfavourable winds delayed theit rounding of the Cape of Good Hope until November 22. Three days later da Gama \4\
anchored in Mossel Bay, erected a padtio on an island, and ordered the storeship to be broken up. Sailing again on
December 8, the flect reached the coast of Natal on Christmas Day. On Jan, 11, 1498, it anchored for five days near the
mouth of a small river between Natal and Mozambique, which they called the Rio do Cobre (Copper Rivet). On Januaty

25, in what is now Mozambique, they reached the Quelimane Rivet, which they called the Rio dos Bons Sinais (the River

of Good Omens), and erected another padrio. By this time many of the ctews wete sick with scutvy; the expedition

rested a month while the ships wete repaired.

On Match 2 the fleet reached the island of Mozambique, the inhabitants of which believed the
Portuguese to be Muslims like themselves. Da Gama learned that they traded with Arab merchants
and that four Arab vessels laden with gold, jewels, silver, and spices were then in port; he was also

‘ told that Prester John, the long-sought Chtistian rulet, lived in the interior but held many coastal

| cities. The Sultan of Mozambique supplied da Gama with two pilots, one of whom deserted when

he discovered that the Portuguese were Christians.

The expedition teached Mombasa (now in Kenya) on April 7 and dropped anchor at Malindi (also
now in Kenya) on Aptil 14, whete a pilot who knew the route to Calicut, on the southwest coast of
India, was taken aboatd. After a 23-day run across the Indian Ocean, the Ghats Mountains of India
wete sighted, and Calicut was reached on May 20. There da Gama erected a padrio to prove he had
treached India. Welcomed by the Zamorin, the Hindu ruler, of Calicut (then the most impottant
trading centre of southern India), he failed, howevet, to conclude a treaty—partly because of the




hostility of Muslim merchants and pattly because the trumpery presents and cheap trade goods that
he had brought, while suited to the West African trade, were hatdly in demand in India.

After tension between da Gama's expedition and the Zamorin of Calicut increased, da Gama left at
the end of August, taking with him five ot six Hindus so that King Manuel might learn about their
customs, He visited Anijidiv Island (near Goa) before sailing for Malindi, which he reached on Jan. 8, 1499, Unfavourable winds

caused the expedition to take neatly three months crossing the Arabian Sea, and many of the ctew died of scurvy. At Malindi, because
of greatly reduced numbers, da Gama ordered the "Sio Rafael" to be butned; thete he also crected a padrio, Mozambique, where he
set up his last padriio, was reached on Februaty 1. On March 20 the "SZo Gabtiel" and "Bertio" rounded the Cape together buta
month later were pacted by a storm; the "Bertio” reached the Tagus River in Portugal on July 10, Da Gama, in the "Séo Gabriel,"
continued to Terceita Island in the Azores, whence he is said to have dispatched his flagship to Lisbon, He himself reached Lisbon on
September 9 and made his triumphal entry nine days latet, spending the interval moutning his brother Paulo, who had died on
"Terceira, Manuel I granted Vasco the title of dom (equivalent to the English "sit"), an annual pension of 1,000 cruzados, and estates.

To further da Gama's achievement, Manuel I dispatched the Portuguese navigator Pedro Alvares
Cabral to Calicut with a fleet of 13 ships. Latet, the Hindus, incited by the Muslims, rose in arms and
massacred the Portuguese whom Cabtal had left behind. To avenge this deed a new fleet was fitted
out in Lisbon to be sent against Calicut and to establish Portuguese hegemony in the Indian Ocean.
At first the command was to be given to Cabral, but it was later transferred to da Gama, who in
January 1502 was given the rank of admiral. Da Gama himself commanded 10 ships, which wete in
turn suppotted by two flotillas of five ships each, each flotilla being under the command of one of
his relations, Sailing in February 1502, the fleet called at the Cape Verdes, reaching the port of Sofala
in Bast Africa on June 14. After calling briefly at Mozambique, the Portuguese expedition sailed to
Kilwa, in what is now Tanzania, The ruler of Kilwa, the amir Ibrahim, had been unfriendly to
Cabral; da Gama threatened to butn Kilwa if the Amir did not submit to the Portuguese and swear
loyalty to King Manuel, which he then did.

Coasting southetn Arabia, da Gama then called at Goa (later the focus of Portuguese powert in
India) before proceeding to Cannanote, a pott in southwestern India to the north of Calicut, where
he lay in wait for Arab shipping, After several days an Arab ship arrived with merchandise and
between 200 and 400 passengets, including women and children. After seizing the cargo, da Gama
shut up the passengers aboard the captuted ship and set it afire, killing all on boatd, the cruelest act
of his career.

After da Gama formed an alliance with the ruler of Cannanore, an enemy of the Zamorin, the fleet
sailed to Calicut. The Zamorin offered friendship, but da Gama tejected the offer and presented an
ultimatum that the Muslims be banished from the pott. ‘To show that he meant what he threatened,
da Gama bombarded the port and seized and massacred 38 Hindu fishermen who had sailed out to
his ships to sell their wates; their bodies wete then thrown overboatd, to be washed ashore. The
Portuguese then sailed south to the port of Cochin, with whose ruler (an enemy of the Zamorin)
they formed an alliance. Aftet an invitation to da Gama from the Zamotin had proved to be an
attempt to entrap him, the Pottuguese had a btief fight with Arab ships off Calicut but put them to
full flight. On Feb. 20, 1503, the fleet left Cannanore for Mozambique on the first stage of theit
teturn voyage, reaching the Tagus on October 11.



Obscutity sutrounds the reception of da Gama on his return by King Manuel. Da Gama seemingly felt himself inadequately
recompensed for his pains. Controversy broke out between the Admiral and the Order (i.e., religious association) of Sao Tiago over
the ownetship of the town of Sines, which the Admiral had been ptomised but which the order refused to yield. Da Gama had
mattied 2 lady of good family, Catetina de Ataide—perhaps in 1500 after his return from his fiest voyage—and he then appeats to
have retired to the town of Evora, He was later granted additional privileges and tevenues, and his wife bore him six sons. Until 1505
he continued to advise the King on Indian matters, and he was cteated count of Vidigueira in 1519, Not until after King Manuel died
was he again sent overseas; King John III nominated him in 1524 as Portuguese viceroy in India. Arsiving in Goa in September, da
Gama immediately set himself to cotrect the many administrative abuses that had crept in under his predecessots. Whether from
overwotk ot other causes, he soon fell ill and died in Cochin in Decembet. In 1538 his body was taken back to Portugal.

Eila M.J. Campbell, Encyclopaedia Britannica Article

In order to impose a monopoly on the spice trade, da Gama sailed with a fleet from Portugal in
1502, bound for Mozambique and Sofala. Thete, he obtained some gold; established trading rights,
and forced the new Sultan of Mozambique to pay homage to the King of Portugal with an annual
tribute of gold. In India, da Gama attacked Calicut, tortured his captives horribly - we ate told he
cut off their noses and ears and sent them to the Sultan of Calicut - and aftet preying on Moslem
ships, returned to Portugal heavily laden with booty. From then onwatds, the Portuguese made
regular voyages using Mossel Bay and Mombasa as their main replenishing posts. Oriental silks,
satins and spices, and African ivoty and gold brought wealth to the Crown and led to Portugal's
dominance of the Cape route.

http:/ /www.sahistoty.orgza/topic/vasco-da-gamas-voyage-discovery-1497

The consequences of Da Gama's voyage to India include the development of the spice trade and the

Portuguese colonisation of Mozambique. It also created competition between European powets,
which tesulted in the need for and subsequent development of a half way station in South Africa.

http:/ /wwwisahistory.otg.za/ dated-event/exploret-and-navigator-vasco-da-gama-completes-his-voyage-round-cape-goo
d-hope-india

His voyage had the immediate result of entiching Portugal, and raising her to one of the foremost

places among the nations of Eutope, and eventually the far greater one of bringing to pass the

colonization of the East by opening its commetce to the Western world [by way of the Cape of
Good Hope].

http:/ /www.nndb.com/people/101/000091825/

Vocab for reading:
Drang nach Osten: yearning for the east

Proselytize: convert ot attempt to convett (someone) from one religion, belief, or opinion to

anothet.

“Soon after dawn on May 21st 1498, Vasco da Gama and his crew arrived at Calicut after the first
direct sea voyage from Burope to Asia. If histoty's modetn age has a beginning, this is it. Europe's
ignorance of, and isolation from, the cosmopolitan intellectual and commercial life of Asia wete
ended forever. With ships, weaponry and a willingness to use them both, the countries of Europe



wete about to colonise the rest of the wotld. To suppott this expansion, its merchant classes would
invent new forms of commercial credit and the first great corpotations, vital parts of capitalism's
operating system, and spread their trading netwotks across the seven seas. And what did the men
shout as they came ashore? “For Christ and spices!”

The proselytising patt turned out to be disappointingly unnecessary: there were already plenty of
Christians living on the Malabat coast, following the atrival of a Syrian contingent many centuries
eatlier. But as far as spice went, Da Gama and his crew were right on the money. Then, as now,
Calicut was a gateway to the wotld's greatest peppet-growing region—indeed this was why the
Sytians had moved thete in the first place. As such it was at the heart of the spice trade, a netwotk of
sea routes and enttepdts in the making for millennia: the wotld economy's oldest, deepest, most
aromatic roots.

It was as patt of Portugal's Drang nach Osten that Vasco da Gama rounded Aftica's Cape of Good
Hope to reach India in 1498. As waves of Portuguese explorets returned to Lisbon with their loads
of spices, the Venetians and the Egyptians were stunned: the price of pepper in Lisbon fell to
one-fifth that in Venice.

http://www.economist.com/node/179810

Was expansion for the Portuguese constructive or destructive? Why?

Constructive Destructive

Portugal
expansion

Overall, was expansion for the Portuguese constructive or destructive? Why? Answer this question
in 3-4 sentences.




In Class Paragraph Assignment
Prompt Options:
Why did the Portuguese lose this encounter?
Why are the Chinese able to prevent the Portuguese from taking over them?
Why did the Portuguese fail to take over or expand its influence in China?
Why wete the Chinese able to prevent the Portuguese from taking over?
Why did the Portguese fail to make connections with China?

In-Class Assignment. (fo be typed in 30 minutes in class on canvas)
e Claim

® Paragraph with SPARC evidence and teasoning to connect the evidence to the claim

*if your claim is basic, it will be hard to have reasoning in the body of the paragraph.

Exemplary Proficient Needs Improvement Unsatisfactoty
Claim Analytical and Analytical and Claim contains an Claim is unclear and/o:
argumentative claim | argumentative claim. argument but is too inaccurate and/ot
with a how and why btoad and/or vague. factual and lacks
that are cleatly Claim lacks explicit teasoning.. Claim cannc
connected. analysis. be proven.
Evidence | All evidence explicitly Most evidence Evidence implicitly Paper presents limited
and effectively explicitly and supports the claim. evidence in support of
supports the claim., effectively suppozts There are repeated claim.. Evidence is
All evidence is specific, the claim. Most examples of evidence | inaccurate. Quotations
televant, and accurate. | evidence is specific, that is vague and are “tacked on.”
Thete is enough televant, and irrelevant. Evidence is a narrative
evidence to prove the accurate. or list.
claim.
Reasonin | Paper contains strong Paper contains Paper has weak There is little reasoning
g teasoning that is reasoning that links | reasoning, Evidenceis | Evidence is not tied to
directly linked to the evidence with not cleatly and/or the argument
evidence. Analysis the argument. explicitly connected to | throughout the paper.
cleatly and explicitly | Reasoning cleatly the argument. Reasoning relies on
proves the thesis in and explicitly proves | Evidence connects to | speculation. Claim is no
each paragraph, the claim faitly well. | the argument but does ptoven and/ot
not suppott the addressed explicitly in
argument. Parts of the paper.
claim are proven.
Content Shows excellent Shows good Shows partial content Shows content
content mastery content mastery mastety misunderstanding/s




Ditections: In the chart below, fill in 7-10 details about each region using your textbook. Then, in the
second column, write down the social hierarchy that existed in each region that the Europeans took
over.

Portugal in
Asia (not
Tome
Pires)
(672-673)

Spain in the
Philippines
and Asia
(674-675,
725-728
and
680-681)

Dutch East
India
Company
(676-678)

|




British Hast
India
Company
(676-678)

Russia:
636-638

Examine the boxes for the Portuguese (not Tome Pites) and the the group you filled in for homework

to find a theme in the way that Europeans wete interacting with the world. Write down 2 theme ideas

below. If you cannot come up with 2 themes, explain a reason why you are struggling to come up with
a theme. If you cannot think of themes, write down 2 reasons why you are struggling.

Theme #1:

Theme #2:



Ditections: Using what you learned about from your groupmates, create THEMES that show HOW
Furopeans were general acting within the world? '

Theme Supporting Evidence | Supporting Evidence #2 | Supporting Evidence
#1 #3

-
-
.
.
-

%
-
i
|
|
§ !
-
.

Focus Question: Answer with a CLAIM TEAM.

How did Eutope treat the places that they conqueted and encountered between 1500-1700?
a. Dutch c. Portugal ¢. England
b. Spain : d. Russia




Europe in the Wotld (16" and 17" centutry)

Discussion Questions:
1. How did Europe treat the places that they conquered and encountered between 1500-1700?

a. Dutch
b. Spain

c. Portugal
d. Russia

e. England

2. What factors enabled Europeans to take over the other parts of the wotld so rapidly? Why are they
the ones that are dominating?

3. How did people living under European rule respond to the European expansion?
a. 'This is called AGENCY

AGENCY
THE ABILITY, MEANS, AND
oPPoRTINITY TO ACT ON
ONE’S OWN BEHALF

4

e It is never useful to discuss “agency”’of a government ovet its people, since the government
literally has the authority

e Itis often helpful to talk about the agency of groups and individuals- especially those
individuals and groups that do not hold much privilege or power in a particular time or place.
e Agency can be small or big actions




