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“Islam was not a static or reflective religion, but a dynamic creed that saw conquest and conversion as prerequisites to world harmony.”
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“Islam came at an opportune time for conquest, as the eroding urban centers of the seventh-century Persian and Byzantine Empires were especially vulnerable to large mounted attacks of spirited warriors.“
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“Race, class, and status themselves were secondary to faith. The slave, the poor, and both the darker- and lighter-skinned foreigner were all welcomed into the army of Muhammad—once they professed fealty to Islam.” 
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“The Arabs were a relatively small tribe, so the mechanics of pacification and control of their newly acquired Islamic domains was impossible without the active participation of conquered peoples themselves.”
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“The Islamic army—itself largely mounted [on horseback]—counted on swiftness, mobility, and terror, with the assurance that ideology rather than ramparts would ensure lasting victories.” 
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“Mounted sorties and ambushes, not decisive battle between phalanxes of heavy infantry, marked the Muslim way of war.” 
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“The onslaught of the Muslims into the Persian, Byzantine, and European realms was considered a natural—or fated—act. The world was no longer bound by natural borders or ethnic spheres, but was properly the sole domain of Muhammad—if only his followers were courageous enough to fulfill the Prophet’s visions.”
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