Petty Officer First Class Sukarno H. Reyes from Oxnard, CA, loads relief supplies

onto a helicopter at Banda Aceh airport in the Indonesian province of Aceh.

Egypt, Tunisia, Libya, and Yemen. While a settlement between
palestinians and Israelis remains an objective of U.S. policy,
civil war in Syria and Iran’s nuclear weapons project threaten to
destabilize the already chaotic region. Beyond trade embargoes
against Iran, the United States has pressured Syrian strongman
Rashar al-Assad to end the bloodshed and step down.

In Africa, the U. S. has contributed to democratic transitions
in Cote d'lvoire, Guinea, and Niger, and supported a successful
referendum that led to independence in South Sudan. It has
worked with governments across the continent to provide food
to drought-stricken regions, to aid refugee populations, and to
limit drug and arms smuggling.

In East Asia and the Pacific, tension has arisen among China,
Japan, and Taiwan over disputed ownership of islands in the East
China Sea. Here, the U.S. has pressed the nations to settle things
diplomatically. In another hotspot, North Korea has agreed to
suspend its nuclear weapons program and permit inspectors to
monitor the situation in exchange for American food aid.

The United States has never lost sight of the importance of
Latin America. Through Pathways to Prosperity in the Americas,
the U.S. promotes labor rights and environmental protections
throughout the region. It also has a
national security interest in fighting
drug cartels, particularly since drug-
driven violence has spilled across the
Mexican border into Texas.

1 What are some of
the democratic
ideals the U.S.
seeks to promote
around the world?

32 = In the News

Pro-American Support
On the 14th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks

on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon,

the American consulate in Benghazi, Libya, was
stormed by terrorists. Within days after the attack,
Libyans were out in force to show their regret

for the violence that killed four Americans: The
American ambassador, another diplomat, and two
State Department security officers. Hundreds of
Libyans took to the streets in Benghazi and Tripoli
carrying signs with sentiments such as “Sorry
People of America This is not the Behavior of
Islam and Our Prophet” A campaign started by an
American Muslim to gather condolence messages
for the family of the Ametican ambassador went
viral on the Internet with messages of sympathy
being posted by Muslims around the world.

’ ‘)ugs and ki”eé
~ dont represent
Benghaz nor Islam)

REUTERS/Esam Al-Feto




Vocabulary Builder
ingenious—(in JEEN yus) adj. clever,
original, and effective

Causeway

Woven reed wall

The Aztec Empire Forms in

Sometime shortly after about A.D. 1200, bands of nomadic people frop
the north migrated into the Valley of Mexico, which lies in the high
plateau of central Mexico. These people identified themselves as separafg
tribes, such as the Mexica (may SHEE kah), from whom Mexico getg it
name. All the tribes spoke one language—Nahuatl (NAH hwaht el)—gy,
believed their origins began in the same legendary birthplace, Aztlg,
Together, these tribes are known as the Aztecs.

The Aztecs Settle in the Valley of Mexico In A.D. 1325, the Aztey
founded their capital city, Tenochtitldn (teh nawch tee TLAHN). Accorq.
ing to Aztec legend, the gods had told the Aztecs to search for an eagl,
holding a snake in its beak and perching atop a cactus. When they say
this sign, they would know where to build their capital. Indeed, they
finally saw the sign on a swampy island in Lake Texcoco (tesh KOH koh),
and there they built their city. Today, Mexico City sits atop this same site,

As their population grew, the Aztecs found ingenious ways to create
more farmland in their lake environment, They built chinampas, artif-
cial islands made of mud piled atop reed mats that were anchored to the
shallow lake-bed with willow trees. On these “floating gardens,” the
Aztecs raised maize, squash, and beans. They gradually filled in parts of
the lake and created canals for transportation. Wide stone causeways
linked Tenochtitldn to the mainland.

| he Aztecs built causeways to connect Tenochtitlan to the rural
settlements of the mainland. After the Spanish invaded in the
1500, they drew a map of the city (at left). Although not to scale, 3
it shows the causeways and dense buildings of the large capital. :
The diagram (below) shows how the chinampas were built. What
engineering skills must the Aztecs have used to build the city?
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The Aztec Empire Forms in

Sometime shortly after about A.D. 1200, bands of nomadic peoplg fior
the north migrated into the Valley of Mexico, which lies in the hi[{i
plateau of central Mexico. These people identified themselves ag staragté
tribes, such as the Mexica (may SHEE kah), from whom Mexicg gets ;
name. All the tribes spoke one language—Nahuatl (NAH hwaht eD—ang
believed their origins began in the same legendary birthplace, AZtlakn

Together, these tribes are known as the Aztecs.

exico ; . gmpire Expands In the 1400s, the Aztecs greatly expanded thei.r

. Through a combination of fierce conquests and shrewd alli-
‘g@rﬂtmt};ey spread their rule across most of Mexico, from the Gulf of
anees the east to the Pacific Ocean in the west. By 1517, the Aztec
pered an estimated five to six million people.

sfexico in
cmpire KU
checkp@ﬁm What are some advantages and disadvantages of
puilding a city on an island in a lake?

The Aztecs Settle in the Valley of Mexico In A.p. 1325, the Ayge,
founded their capital city, Tenochtitlan (teh nawch tee TLAHN). Acegyq.
ing to Aztec legend, the gods had told the Aztecs to search for an cagle

holding a snake in its beak and perching atop a cactus. When they say

aztec Society Takes Shape

@&-’;%r prought immense wealth as well as power to the Aztec empire.
tribute, or payment from conquered peoples, helped the Aztecs turn
oir capital into a magnificent city. From its temples and royal palaces

his si th 1d ¥ ild thei ital. h . .
this sign, they would know Wher'e to bl.ll eir capital. Indeed, they - . s00s and floating gardens, Tenochtitlan seemed a city of wonders. It
finally saw the sign on a swampy island in Lake Texcoco (tesh kox kohy foits ter of a complex, well-ordered empire

Vocabulary Builder and there they built their city. Today, Mexico City sits atop this same sité‘ was also the center of a complex, w pire.

ingenious—(in JEEN yus) adj. clever, As their population grew, the Aztecs found ingenious ways to Ccreate Structuring Government and Society Unlike the Maya city-states,

original, and effective more farmland in their lake environment. They built chinampas, artj.
cial islands made of mud piled atop reed mats that were anchored to the
shallow lake-bed with willow trees. On these “floating gardens,” the
Aztecs raised maize, squash, and beans. They gradually filled in parts of
the lake and created canals for transportation. Wide stone causeways
linked Tenochtitlan to the mainland.

cach of which had its own king, the Aztec empire had a single ruler. A
council of nobles, priests, and military leaders elected the emperor,
whose primary function was to lead in war. Below him, nobles served as
Jfficials, judges, and governors of conquered provinces. Next came the
warriors, who could rise to noble status by performing well on the battle-
field, The priests were a class apart. They performed rituals to please the
gods and prevent droughts or other disasters.

A powerful middle class included long-distance traders, who ferried
goods across the empire and beyond. With goods from the highlands such
as weapons, tools, and rope, they bartered for tropical products such as
jaguar skins and cocoa beans.

The majority of people were commoners who farmed the land. At the
lottom of society were serfs and slaves, who were mostly prisoners of war
or debtors. Despite their low status, slaves’ rights were clearly estab-
lished by law. For example, slaves could own land and buy their freedom.

sz

| he Aztecs built causeways to connect Tenochtitlan to the rural
settlements of the mainland. After the Spanish invaded in the
1500s, they drew a map of the city (at left). Although not to scale,
it shows the causeways and dense buildings of the large capital.
The diagram (below) shows how the chinampas were built. What
engineering skills must the Aztecs have used to build the city?

Religion and Mythology Influence Culture The Aztecs
believed in many gods, including Huitzilopochtli (weets ee loh
POHCH tlee), whom they revered as the patron god of their peo-
ple. His temple towered above central Tenochtitlan. The Aztecs
also worshipped Quetzalcoat! (ket sahl koh AHT el), the feathered
serpent who reigned over earth and water, plus the other power-
ful gods of an earlier culture that had been centered at the city of
Teotihuacan (tay oh tee wah KAHN).
Teotihuacdn had dominated life in the Valley of Mexico from about
51[). 200 to A.D. 750. The city was well planned, with wide roads, massive
f@mples, and large apartment buildings to house its population of perhaps
200,000, Along the main avenue, the enormous Pyramid of the Sun and
the }?yl‘amid of the Moon rose majestically toward the sky.
_ Citizens of Teotihuacan worshiped gods such as Quetzalcoatl and
kiklalo? (TLAH lohk), the rain god. After Teotihuacén fell, possibly to invad-
i:i» its culture survived and greatly influenced later peoples of
;izz(’ainel‘lca. The Aztecs, for example, believed that the gods had cre-
ih\at the world multiple times. In their mythology, it was in Teotihuacan
& gods created the world in which the Aztecs lived.

Causeway

Woven reed wall
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Representations of Tlaloc (left) and
Quetzalcoatl (right)
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In this translation from an Aztec text, Nanahuatzin's
bravery is underscored as he proves willing to sacrifice
himself where another god, the moon, was not.

66 |t is said that when the [sun] was made, . . . there
was fasting for four days. It is said that the moon
would be the sun. And when four days were com-
pleted, it is said, the [sun] was made during the
night. . .. a very great fire was laid . . . into which
was to leap, was to fall the moon—where he was to
gain renown, glory: by which he would become the
sun. And the moon thereupon went in order to leap
into the fire. But he did not dare do it; he feared the
fire. Then all the gods shouted, they said: “When [is
this to be], 0 gods? Let the sun stop!” But little
[Nanahuatzin] had already dared; he thereupon had
leaped into the fire. Thus he became the sun.

And the moon, when he was deprived of the
renown, the glory, was much shamed.”?
—TFray Bernardino de Sahag(in, General History of the
Things of New Spain

i @
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@
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Lookin

In Aztec mythology, the gods frequently sacrifipy
themselves for the good of the people. They believed agog
named Nanahuatzin (nah nah WAHTS een) had sacrificg
himself to become the sun. To give the sun strengty f
rise each day, the Aztecs offered human sacrifices. Most ¢ |
the victims were prisoners of war, who were plentify
because the Aztecs carried on almost continuous warfa

Aztec Knowledge Expands Priests were the keepe,
of Aztec knowledge. They recorded laws and historigy
events in the Aztec hieroglyphic writing system. Sop,
priests ran schools. Others used their knowledge (f |
astronomy and mathematics to foretell the future. Tp,
Aztecs, like the Maya, developed a 260-day ritual caley.
dar and a 365-day solar calendar.

Like many other ancient peoples, the Aztecs believeg
that illness was a punishment from the gods. Still, Aste,
priests used herbs and other medicines to treat feversanq |
wounds. Aztec physicians could set broken bones ang
treat dental cavities. They also prescribed steam baths ag
cures for various ills, a therapy still in use today.

v/ Checkpoint How was Aztec society structured?

The Aztecs developed a sophisticated and complex culture. But among
many of the peoples they conquered, discontent festered and rebellion
often flared up. At the height of Aztec power, word reached Tenochtitlén
that pale-skinned, bearded men had landed on the east coast. When the
armies from Spain arrived, they found ready allies among peoples who
were ruled by the Aztec empire. In a later chapter, you will read about
the results of the encounter between the Aztecs and the newcomers from

far-off Spain.

Progress Monitoring Online
For: Self-quiz with vocabulary practice
Web Code: naa-0611

! g Terms, People,‘and Places Comprehension and Critical Thinking @ writing About History
i g 1. For each term, person, or place listed at 3. Recognize Sufficient Evidence What  Quick Write: Choose a Topic When you
: ¢ the beginning of the section, write a types of evidence do you think archae-  write a narrative essay, start by choosing 2
¢ sentence explaining its significance. ologists need in order to know for cer-  topic. Suppose you want to write a narra-
S Mt , tain when people populated the tive from the perspective of an ancient
§ Note Taking Americas? Maya person. Make a list of topics that
¢ 2. Reading Skill: Compare and Contrast 4. Analyze Information How do you interest you, such as a day in the life of a
®  Use your completed chart and Venn dia- think archaeologists use public build- Maya sculptor or an account of a battle
»  gram to answer the Focus Question: ings, monuments, and artwork to trace  between two rival Maya city-states. You
»  What factors encouraged the rise of the influence of earlier civilizations, may want to do research in books and on
| #  powerful civilizations in Mesoamerica? such as the Olmecs, on later people? the Internet before you settle on a topic.

5. Make Comparisons Compare the
Aztec and Maya civilizations. What
characteristics do they share the most?
In what way(s) do they differ the most?
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Cultures of the Andes

For more than 2,000 years, cu

left behind fascinating clues to their

culture did the Inca build Cuzco?
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tures of varying

sizes developed in the Andean region.
Although not all as powerful as the Inca, most

skills and
interests—such as this Moche laughing-man
vessel (top right) and Nazca spider geoglyph

(bottom right). In the region of which earlier

not sure of the Chavin political structure, but they think the cultuyey
thern and central Peru. Chayy,

religion unified people throughout nor
arts and religion continued to influence later peoples of Peru as well,

Inca Rulers Maintain a Large Empire
The most powerful of the Andean civilizations— e
e into being in the 1100s with the aftéﬁiim';hi fIriltc: Elffillzatlon_
for the next three centuries, the Inca civilization stood out o ety
any other: But in 1438, a historic change occurred EP@@Z? I:w;:e .tlflan
oy . e yupanqui (pahch ah KOO tee ING kuh yoo PANG - Pachacubi E’H.‘m
developed methods for fertilizing the soil and used canals to irrigate the and leader; proclaimed himself Sapa Inca, or kee), a skilled warrior
land. Their leaders built roads and organized networks of relay runney from his small kingdom at C141z‘c’o‘ 1n . ";j;» (1); emperor.
{o carry messages, ideas that another Andean civilization, the Ingg = «fouton@ campaign of conquest. Once hlg 1::t)nountaur} valley, Pachacuti
would 1ater.' adopt. ' he anlisted them in his armies. I.Iis . eei;ll dued neighboring peoples,
At the city of Moche, builders constructed the largest adobe structure «ontinued the expansion. With Cusco a "t perer Topa Inca Yupanqui,
in the ancient Americas. ydobe is a mixture of clay and plant fibers thai Jretched more than 2,500 milés ;lén Stils f:lpltal, the resulting empire
becomes hard as it dries in the sun. Moche artisans perfected skills in qorth to Chile in the south. g the Andes, from Feuador in the
textile production, goldworking, and woodcarving and produced ceramic
vessels in lifelike imitation of people and animals.

Cultures of the southern Andes Many other Andean culture:

The Moche Build a Culture Between AD. 100 and A.D. 700, th

Moche (MOH chay) people——named after their most famous city—forgeg
st of Peru. Skilled Moche farmey

a civilization along the arid north coa

the Emperor Rules Over All The Sapa Inca held
solute power. Claiming to be divine, the son of the .

itself, he was also the empire’s religious leader. Gold on-
Jdered the “sweat of the sun,” served as his s:ymbol, cI(jIril;

emerged, and some left behind intriguing clues about their lives and
beliefs. Between about 900 B.C. and A.D. 600 along the southern coast of
Peru, the Nazca (NAHS kah) people otched geoglyphs in the desert. A
geoglyph is a figure or line made on Earth’s surface by clearing awa
rocks and soil. The Nazca geoglyphs include straight lines that run for
miles as well as giant birds, whales, and other animals. Most researcher:
think that the geoglyphs carried some sort of spiritual meaning.

queen, the' Coya, carried out important religious duti

ind sometimes governed in his absence. -
"I‘he Sapa Inca laid claim over all the land, herds
wmines; and people of his empire. Thus the people, had n(;

Pachacuti

Growing up, Pachacuti Inca Yupanqui (13917-
14737) did not seem destined to rule the Inca

¢ ‘rsona i | |

barter or sale. As a result, trade did not play a major role his succe
SSOr.

The city of Huari (WAH vee) developed east of the Nazca culture, It ¢ Inca economy. Instead, the Sapa Inca }

controlled much of Peru’s mountain and coastal areas. At the same Llimt sle fed and public works projects stafl 2 ept the peo- According to Inca sagas, one day th
R e A O = jects staffed using a labor ta owerful nei : y the army of a
a powerful city, Tishuanaco (tee ah wah NAH koh), developed on th Jeriodically, he would call upon men of o X powerful neighboring people, the Chanca, threatened
southern shores of Lalke Titicaca, in modern—d_ay Boli.via. It veigned on “nie as laborers for short periods perha;ls (;egj;n age to tz.srlleep down on C}JZCO- With the Chanca army
parts of modern—dgy Argentina, Chile, and Peru. Maﬁ g? 40 doing, he could access millions of laborer tmonths, ?rolr; g approaching, Viracocha and Urcon withdrew
of the same artistic styles appear at Huari and Inca rulers ran an efficient government ;IS]:] ones def dutf]co to a nearby fort. Pachacuti remained to

nment. Nobles ruled end the city, commanding the arm inspiri

y and inspiring

leading scholars to think that these b
trade affiliation:

Tiahuanaco,
southern powers shared religious or

/ Checkpoint What was unigue about the Nazc
culture of the Andes? ;

’:ﬁiij-l;:fid;or;qugred. Below them, officials carried out
r Sp%iaﬁf tl:fSl.neSS of e'nforcing laws and organizing
L y trained ofﬁmals kept records on a guipu

on of colored strings that were knotted in‘differi

¢ provinces along wit ieftai | |
¢ with local chicftains whom the Tnca 21:[ \r/]viarnol;s on toka stunning victory. Pachacuti then
mself up as king of Cuzco, eventuall iti
! Yy reuniting

ztll(e_s"entire Inca state under his rule. What traits and
ills must Pachacuti have needed
amperort to become

ays to X i
eIncarepﬁesent various numbers, Scholars think
who i iting
record’econ never invented a writing system, may have used qui
omic, bureaucratic, religious, and other information

ng the i : .
} Q“echfﬂggoeH To I;Inlte their (?mpire, the Inca imposed their lan-
1 They wlan o ;Ng ), and tbelr religion on the people they con-
Cent. it Wilal ec1 one of history’s great road networks. At its
Passing’ throu 111l abo,ut 1 4’00(_) miles through mountains and
05 of bridges s gh an ar 'ea inhabited by almost 10 million people.
9pes and tunnzisn filig zgreorjgznﬁ'ieég gorges. Steps wero cut into
b illsides.
m(::llsvglsoljvnzlawh?d in the early Americgs}.1 @ expanso of the Inca
; tstationsese:rmles ano’! news to move rapidly throughout the
R Relays of 1111I:‘eg1‘1lar distances apart, runners waited to carry
, ] Movinee to the ners could carry news of a revolt swiftly from a
' Ut the empire V;iil.tal. Inca soldiers stood guard at outposts
Tush the yeh 1 i . - days of an uprising, they would be on the
all, els. Ordinary people were restricted from using the

Vocabulary Builder

nfetwprk——(NET wurk) n. a widely
distributed group of things that work
together as a unit or system
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