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Aztec Women and Men

: . <h
In the mid-16th century, Bernardino de Sahagun,.a Sgir;ec
1 g .
issionary, prepared an extraordinary encyclope‘dla o} pe
p lture His purpose was to gather this mform'auon to ea'n
Cﬂu cus.toms and beliefs of the Indians and their 1ar11gua§eﬂle
w hagin hated th
t them: Although Sahagu ‘
order to better conver . b
i igi to admire many aspec
Indian religion, he came O s o
i enti dex: The General History of
ture. His Florentine Co [ e o
New Spain is one of the first ethnographies an(cil a re;r;alrndian
1 ma
i Aztec culture. Sahagun use
compendium of B oo
i im about the days before
informants to tell him a ' o
arrival, and even though this work dates from the postc

(]Uest era, 1t contains IIlLlCIl useflll lnf01 mation ab()ut ealheI
]

tec life. . o
e In the following excerpts, the proper behavior for peo

ple in different roles in Aztec society are described by the

Aztecs themselves.

Father |

One’s father is the source of lineage. He is the §|nc<at:3

one. One’s father is diligent, solicitous,‘c?‘mpassl?gaHe,
. i ful administrator of his househoid.

sympathetic, a care : oo

dvises,; he admonis

rears, he teaches others, he a a e
is ; del life. He stores up

He is exemplary; he leads a mo ‘ or

He cares for his assets;

himself; he stores up for others. issote

i ifty: he saves for the future,

saves for others. He is thnf‘ty,. : i

|t']:aches thrift. He regulates, distributes with care, estab

i order. ‘ ' . .
IIShei’he bad father is incompassionate, negligent, um;«(ehr
able. He is Unfeeling . : . a shirker, a loafer, a sullen worker.

power and wealth in the Aztec capital. Arcl:)eologtlkslts di:
the recent excavations of the Gre?lt Temple bentfa h ihe
center of Mexico City have been impressed by 1;1 : fgr_
number of offerings and obj((aicts that ;arglftfg:rgomiers’
ends of the empire and beyond. ;

gleei:;thboring states such as t}}e Tgras'cans of Ml-cioi?fgg
preserved their freedom, while within the e:rn}zil ohde
pendent kingdoms such as Tlaxcala maintained a

opposition to the Aztecs. There were many re;;(.)lisl
agfinst Aztec rule or a particular tribute burden, whic

the Aztecs often put down ruthlessly.

In general, the Aztec system was a succe(is betca;llzs:elsii
aimed at exerting political domm.atl(?n an t;101 neces
sarily direct administrative or .terrltor.lall con :S C In the
long run, however, the increasing socia strefsst >created
by the rise of the nobles and the system.ot enall vand
tribute imposed on subject peoples were Inter

ire’ 5€.
nesses that contributed to the Azteg Empire’s collap.

X

: i Commerce
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Mother , . |
One’s mother has children; she suckles ﬂ;e‘elrn. :;nc\f:é r\#gl
i i i tic worker—diligent, ;
ilant, agile, she is an energe . _ :
solicito%s, full of anxiety; She teaches peopli,t t?gi !s :r:;er;s
he: serves ;
tive to: them. She caresses; s . s, she
apprehensive for their welfare; she is careful, thrifty—con

tly at work: ‘
o "IYhe bad mother is evil; dull, stupid, sleepy, lazy. She

i iver, a fraud. Unreli-
i squanderer; a petty thief, a deceiver,
:}b?e ghe is one who loses things througtf\ r;eglect csairde‘\ar;gg,
’ is di ctful,: incon ;
ho heeds no one. She is disrespectiul, ‘ %,
\(/jvisregarding, careless. She shovys the way. to disobedi
ence: she expounds nonconformity.

The Rulers .
i e
The ruler is a shelter—fierce, revered, famous, esteemed,

well-reputed; renowned. ' '
Tr?e good ruler-is a protector. one who ‘carries his

subjects in his arms, who unites then?,t who brinn912 Sﬂ;ir:
onsibilities, assu -
together. He rules, he takes rgsp : ' o8 U
ies hi j his cape; he bears
dens. He carries his subjects in ‘
his arms. He governs; he is obeyed. Tohimas a shelter, as

fuge, there is recourse. . .. '
* gThe bad ruler is a wild beast, a demon of the air, an

ocalot a wolf—infamous, avoided, detested aks a ;quepgztrttar:
hi ifi ith hi ; he makes
f nothing. He tetrifies with his gaze; ‘mak
?umble; hge implants; he spreads fear He is wished dead.

The Noble

The noble has a mother, a father. He re§emb|es his parefnkt\?s.’
The good noble is obedient; cooperative; a follower o

The Aztecs were a continuation of. t.h.e lo.ng prc;c;lsz
of civilization in Mesoamerica. The (?1v1hzat101llsiv;) e
classic era did not simply disappear in cer{tﬁaAerica
or among the Maya in Yucatan and Ceztla w Oliti
but they were reinterpreted and adapted to n~ -ivgd v
ical and social realities. When Europeans actln vod 10
Mexico, they assumed that w}}at they fo.unf V\tzit the
culmination of Indian CiVilizatl(?ll, wht?n in acts
the militarized afterglow of earlier achievements.

Incas

Twantinsuyu:
After about 1300 C.E. in the Andean cultural
hearth, a new civilization emerged and eYentu-
ally spread its control over the whole region.

The Inca Empire, or Twantinsuyu, was a high-
ly centralized system that integrated various
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parents’ ways, a discreet worker; attentive; willing. He fol-
lows the ways of his parents; he resembies his father; he
becomes his father's successor; he assumes his lot.

One of noble lineage is a foliower of the exemplary
life, a taker of the good example of others, a seeker, a fol-
lower of the exemplary life. He speaks eloquently; he is
soft-spoken, virtuous, deserving of gratitude. He is noble
of heart, gentle of word, discreet, well-reared; well-taught.
He is “moderate, energetic, inquiring;” inquisitive. He
scratches the earth with a thorn. He is one who fasts, who
starves his entrails;” who parches his lips. He provides
nourishment to others. He' sustaing onie, he serves food,
he provides comfort. He is a concaaler [of himiself], a belit-
tler of himself. He magnifiss and praises others. He'is a
mourner for the dead, a doer of penances,: a 'gracious
speaker, devout, godly, desirable, wanted; memorable.

The bad noble is ungrateful and forgetful, a debaser,
a disparager of things, contemptuous of others, arrogant,
bragging.: He creates disorder, glories over his lineage,
extols his own virtues.

The Mature Common Woman

The good mature woman is candid. She is resolute, firm of
heart, constant—not to be dismayed; brave like a man;
vigorous; resolute; persevering--not one to falter. She is
long-suffering; she accepts reptfimands calmly—endures
things like a man. She becomes firm—talkes courage. She

Is intent. She gives of herself. She goes in humility. She
exerts herself.

The bad woman is thin; tottering,: weak—an incon-
stant companion, unfriendly. She annoys ‘others, chagrins
them, shames, 6ppresses one. She becomes impatient:

ethnic groups into an imperial state. Extensive
irrigated agriculture supported a state religion
and a royal ancestor cult. With notable achieve-
ments in architecture and metallurgy, the
Incas, like the Aztecs, incorporated many ele-
ments of the civilizations that preceded them.,

Almost at the same time that the Aztecs extended
their control over much of Mesoamerica, a great impe-
rial state was rising in the Andean highlands, and it
eventually became an empire some 3000 miles in
extent (Map 16.2). The Inca Empire incorporated
many aspects of previous Andean cultures but fused
them together in new ways. With a genius for state
organization and bureaucratic control over peoples of
different cultures and languages, it achieved a level of

integration and domination previously unknown in
the Americas.

she loses hope, becomes embarrassed--chagrined. Evil
is her life; she fives in shame:

The Weaver of Designs

She concerns herself with using thread, works with thread,
The good weaver of designs is skilled—a rmaker of vari-
colored capes, an outliner of designs; a blender of colors,
a joiner of pieces, a matcher of pieces, a person of good
memory.-She- does: things dexterously. She weaves
designs. She selects. She weaves tightly. She forms bor-
ders. She forms the neck. . ..

The bad weaver of designs is untrained —silly, foolish,
unobservant, unskilled of hand; ignorant, stupid. She tan-
gles the thread, she harms her work—she spoils it,

The Physician

The physiciari is a knower of herbs, of roots, of trees; of
stones; she is experienced in these: She is one who con-
ducts examinations: she is 4 woman of experience, of
trust, of professional skill: a cotnselor.

The good physician is a restorer, a provider of health,
a relaxer—one who makes people feel well, who envelops
one in ashes. She cures people; she provides therm health;

she lances them; she bleeds them ... . pierces them with
an obsidian lancet;

Guestions In what ways do the expectations for men and

women differ in Aztéc society? To what extent do the roles
for men and women in Aztec society differ from our own?

Did the Aztecs value the same characteristics as our own and
other historical societies?

Throughout the Andean cultural hearth, after the
breakup of the large “intermediate horizon” states of
Tihuanaco and Huari (c. 550-1000 c.k.), several small-
er regional states continued to exercise some power.
Unlike the breakdown of power that took place in post-
classic Mesoamerica, in the Andean zone many large
states continued to be important. Some states in the
Andean highlands on the broad open areas near Lake
Titicaca and the states along rivers on the north coast,
such as those in the Moche valley, remained centers of
agricultural activity and population density. This was a
period of war between rival local chiefdoms and small
states and in some ways was an Andean parallel to the
post-Toltec militaristic era in Mesoamerica. Of these
states, the coastal kingdqm of Chimor, centered on its
capital of Chan-Chan, emerged as the most powerful.
Between 900 and its conquest by the Incas in 1465, it
gained control of most of the north coast of Peru.
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MAP 16.2 Inca Expansion. Each ruler expanded the empire in a
series of campaigns to increase wealth and political control.

The Inca Rise to Power

While Chimor spread its control over 600 miles of the
coast, in the southern Andean highlands, where there
were few large urban areas, ethnic groups and politics
struggled over the legacy of Tihuanaco. Among these
groups were several related Quechua-speaking clans,
or ayllus, living near Cuzco, an area that had been
under the influence of Huari but had not been partic-
ularly important. Their own legends stated that 10
related clans emerged from caves in the region and
were taken to Cuzco by a mythical leader. Wherever
their origins, by about 1350 C.E. they lived in and
around Cuzco, and by 1438 they had defeated their
hostile neighbors in the area. At this point under their
ruler, or inca, Pachacuti (r. 1488-1471), they launched
a series of military alliances and campaigns that
brought them control of the whole area from Cuzco to
the shores of Lake Titicaca.

Over the next 60 years, Inca armies were constant-
ly on the march, extending control over a vast territo-
ry. Pachacuti’s son and successor, Topac Yupanqui,
conquered the northern coastal kingdom of Chimor
by seizing its irrigation system, and he extended Inca

control into the southern area of what is now
Ecuador. At the other end of the empire, Inca
armies reached the Maule River in Chile
against stiff resistance from the Araucanian nca
Indians. The next ruler, Huayna Capac (r. Expansion
1493-1527), consolidated these conquests

and suppressed rebellions on the frontiers. By the time
of his death, the Inca Empire—or, as they called i,
Twantinsuyu——stretched from what is now Colombia to
Chile and eastward across Lake Titicaca and Bolivia to
northern Argentina. Between 9 and 13 million people
of different ethnic backgrounds and languages came
under Inca rule, a remarkable feat, given the extent of
the empire and the technology available for trans-
portation and communication,

Conquest and Religion

What impelled the Inca conquest and expansion? The
usual desire for economic gain and political power that
we have seen in other empires is one possible explana-
tion, but there may be others more in keeping with
Inca culture and ideology. The cult of the ancestors
was extremely important in Inca belief. Deceased
rulers were mummified and then treated as intermedi-
aries with the gods, paraded in public during festivals,
offered food and gifts, and consulted on important
matters by special oracles. From the Chimor kingdom
the Incas adopted the practice of royal split inheri-
tance, whereby all the political power and titles of the
ruler went to his successor but all his palaces, wealth,
land, and possessions remained in the hands of his
male descendants, who used them to support the cult
of the dead inca’s mummy for eternity. To ensure his
own cult and place for eternity, each new inca needed
to secure land and wealth, and these normally came as
part of new conquests. In effect, the greater the num-
ber of past rulers, the greater the number of royal
courts to support, and the greater the demand for
labor, lands, and tribute. This system created a self-
perpetuating need for expansion, tied directly to
ancestor worship and the cult of the royal mummies, as
well as tensions between the various royal lineages. The
cult of the dead weighed heavily on the living.

Inca political and social life was infused with reli-
gious meaning, Like the Aztecs, the Incas held the sun
to be the highest deity and considered the inca to be
the sun’s representative on earth. The magnificent
Temple of the Sun in Cuzco was the center of the state
religion, and in its confines the mummies of the past
incas were kept. The cult of the sun was spread
throughout the empire, but the Incas did not prohibit
the worship of local gods.

Other deities were also worshiped as part of the
state religion. Viracocha, a creator god, was a favorite
of Inca Pachacuti and remained important. Popular
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MAP 16.2 Inca Expansion. Each ruler expanded the empire in a
series of campaigns to increase wealth and political control.

The Inca Rise to Power

While Chimor spread its control over 600 miles of the
coast, in the southern Andean highlands, where there
were few large urban areas, ethnic groups and politics
struggled over the legacy of Tihuanaco. Among these
groups were several related Quechua-speaking clans,
or ayllus, living near Cuzco, an area that had been
under the influence of Huari but had not been partic-
ularly important. Their own legends stated that 10
related clans emerged from caves in the region and
were taken to Cuzco by a mythical leader. Wherever
their origins, by about 1350 C.E. they lived in and
around Cuzco, and by 1438 they had defeated their
hostile neighbors in the area. At this point under their
ruler, or inca, Pachacuti (1. 1488-1471), they launched
a series of military alliances and campaigns that
brought them control of the whole area from Cuzco to
the shores of Lake Titicaca.

Over the next 60 years, Inca armies were constant-
ly on the march, extending control over a vast territo-
ry. Pachacuti’s son and successor, Topac Yupanqui,
conquered the northern coastal kingdom of Chimor
by seizing its irrigation system, and he extended Inca

control into the southern area of what is now
Fcuador. At the other end of the empire, Inca
armies reached the Maule River in Chile
against stiff resistance from the Araucanian nca
Indians. The next ruler, Huayna Capac (r. Expansion
1498-1527), consolidated these conquests

and suppressed rebellions on the frontiers. By the time
of his death, the Inca Empire—or, as they called it,
Twantinsuyu——stretched from what is now Colombia to
Chile and eastward across Lake Titicaca and Bolivia to
northern Argentina. Between 9 and 13 million people
of different ethnic backgrounds and languages came
under Inca rule, a remarkable feat, given the extent of
the empire and the technology available for trans-
portation and communication.

Conquest and Religiomn

What impelled the Inca conquest and expansion? The
usual desire for economic gain and political power that
we have seen in other empires is one possible explana-
tion, but there may be others more in keeping with
Inca culture and ideology. The cult of the ancestors
was extremely important in Inca belief. Deceased
rulers were mummified and then treated as intermedi-
aries with the gods, paraded in public during festivals,
offered food and gifts, and consulted on important
matters by special oracles. From the Chimor kingdom
the Incas adopted the practice of royal split inheri-
tance, whereby all the political power and titles of the
ruler went to his successor but all his palaces, wealth,
land, and possessions remained in the hands of his
male descendants, who used them to support the cult
of the dead inca’s mummy for eternity. To ensure his
own cult and place for eternity, each new inca needed
to secure land and wealth, and these normally came as
part of new conquests. In effect, the greater the num-
ber of past rulers, the greater the number of royal
courts to support, and the greater the demand for
labor, lands, and tribute. This system created a self-
perpetuating need for expansion, tied directly to
ancestor worship and the cult of the royal muminies, as
well as tensions between the various royal lineages. The
cult of the dead weighed heavily on the living.

Inca political and social life was infused with reli-
gious meaning. Like the Aztecs, the Incas held the sun
to be the highest deity and considered the inca to be
the sun’s representative on earth. The magnificent
Temple of the Sun in Cuzco was the center of the state
religion, and in its confines the mummies of the past
incas were kept. The cult of the sun was spread
throughout the empire, but the Incas did not prohibit
the worship of local gods.

Other deities were also worshiped as part of the
state religion. Viracocha, a creator god, was a favorite
of Inca Pachacuti and remained important. Popular
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CHAPTER 16

Archeological Evidence
of Political Practices

Th it'i i
thee CI:EIC; syﬁ(t'emdof split inheritance probably originated in
u xmgdom. Chimu king lists rec
. orded | ;
?:I:is.dExcavatlons at Chan-Chan; the Chimy capi?almllers
th;rta e1 10 large walled structures. Archeologists b,eI;Z“e
each of these palatial compounds was a differerit kingv’:

residenc
¢ and ’that each became 'a mausoleum for  hi
mummy upon his death; o

Questi
b st!ons To what extent does such evidence indicate th
i posite nature of Inca culture? What are some of the i
€ : i i
problems: of archeological interpretation?  To “}r)l:):t

iy : :
tfant can material remains be used to explain or
social phenomena? i

illustrate

Chan-Chan covered more than 2 square miles. It contained
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MAP 16.3 The Ancient Cities of Peru. The Inca system of roads,
with its series of tambos, linked major towns and cities and
allowed rapid communication and troop movement.

Twantinsuyu was divided into four great provinces,
each under a governor, and then divided again. The
Incas developed a state bureaucracy in which almost all
nobles played a role. Although some chroniclers spoke
of a state organization based on decimal units of
10,000, 1000, 100, and smaller numbers of households
to mobilize taxes and labor, recent research reveals
that many local practices and variations were allowed
to continue under Inca rule. Local rulers, or curacas,
were allowed to maintain their positions and were
given privileges by the inca in return for their loyalty.
The curacas were exempt from tribute obligations and
usually received labor or produce from those under
their control. For insurance, the sons of conquered
chieftains were taken to Cuzco for their education.
The Incas intentionally spread the Quechua lan-
guage as a means of integrating the empire. The Incas
also made extensive use of colonists. Sometimes
Quechua—speakers from Cuzco were settled in a newly
won area to provide an example and a garrison. On
other occasions, the Tncas moved a conquered popula—
tion to a new home. Throughout the empire, a com-
plex system of roads was built, with bridges and

causeways when needed (Map 16.3). Along these
roads, way stations, or tambos, were placed about a
day’s walk apart to serve as inns, storehouses, and sup-
ply centers for Inca armies on the move. Tambos also
served as relay points for the system of runners who
carried messages throughout the empire. The Inca
probably maintained more than 10,000 tambos.

The Inca Empire extracted land and labor from
subject populations. Conquered peoples were enlisted
in the Inca armies under Inca officers and were
rewarded with goods from new conquests. Subject peo-
ples received access to goods not previously available
to them, and the Inca state andertook large building
and irrigation projects that formerly would have been
impossible. In return, the Incas demanded loyalty and
tribute. The state claimed all resources and redistrib-
uted them. The Incas divided conquered areas into
lands for the people, lands for the state, and lands for
the sun—that is, for religion and the support of priests.
Also, some nobles held private estates.

With few exceptions the Incas, unlike the Aztecs,
did not demand tribute in kind but rather exacted
labor on the lands assigned to the state and the reli-
gion. Communities were expected to take turns work-
ing on state and church lands and sometimes on
building projects or in mining. These labor turns, or
mita, were an essential aspect of Inca control. In addi-
tion, the Inca required women to weave high-quality
cloth for the court and for religious purposes. The
Incas provided the wool, but each household was
required to produce cloth. Woven cloth, a great
Andean art form, had political and religious signifi-
cance. Some women were taken as concubines for the
inca; others were selected as servants at the temples,
the so-called Virgins of the Sun. In all this, the Inca
had an overall imperial system but remained sensitive
to local variations, so that its application accommodat-
ed regional and ethnic differences. ‘

In theory, each community aimed at self-sufficiency
and depended on the state for goods it could not
acquire easily. The ayllus of each community controlled
the land, and the vast majority of the men were peas-
ants and herders. Women worked in the fields, wove
cloth, and cared for the household (Figure 16.6). Roles
and obligations were genderspecific and theoretically
equal and interdependent. Andean peoples recognized
parallel descent, s0 that property rights within the ayl-
tus and among the nobility passed in both the male and
female lines. Women passed rights and property to
daughters, men to sons. Whether in preInca times
women may have served as Jeaders of ayllus is open to
question, but under the Incas this seems to have been
uncommon. The Inca emphasis on military virtues rein-
forced the inequality of men and women.

The concept of close cooperation between men
and women was also reflected in the Inca view of the
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MAP 16.3 The Ancient Cities of Peru. The Inca system of roads,
with its series of tambos, linked major towns and cities and
aliowed rapid communication and troop movement.

Twantinsuyu was divided into four great provinces,
each under a governor, and then divided again. The
Incas developed a state bureaucracy in which almost all
nobles played a role. Although some chroniclers spoke
of a state organization based on decimal units of
10,000, 1000, 100, and smaller numbers of households
to mobilize taxes and labor, recent research reveals
that many local practices and variations were allowed
to continue under Inca rule. Local rulers, or curacas,
were allowed to maintain their positions and were
given privileges by the inca in return for their loyalty.
The curacas were exempt from tribute obligations and
usually received labor or produce from those under
their control. For insurance, the sons of conquered
chieftains were taken to Guzco for their education.
The Incas intentionally spread the Quechua lan-
guage as a means of integrating the empire. The Incas
also made extensive use of colonists. Sometimes
Quechua-speakers from Cuzco were settled in a newly
won area to provide an example and a garrison. On
other occasions, the Incas moved a conquered popula-
tion to a new home. Throughout the empire, a com-
plex system of roads was built, with bridges and

causeways when needed (Map 16.3). Along these
roads, way stations, or tambos, were placed about a
day’s walk apart to serve as inns, storehouses, and sup-
ply centers for Inca armies on the move. Tambos also
served as relay points for the system of runners who
carried messages throughout the empire. The Inca
probably maintained more than 10,000 tambos.

The Inca Empire extracted land and labor from
subject populations. Conquered peoples were enlisted
in the Inca armies under Inca officers and were
rewarded with goods from new conquests. Subject peo-
ples received access to goods not previously available
to them, and the Inca state undertook large building
and irrigation projects that formerly would have been
impossible. In return, the Incas demanded loyalty and
tribute. The state claimed all resources and redistrib-
uted them. The Incas divided conquered areas into
lands for the people, lands for the state, and lands for
the sun—that is, for religion and the support of priests.
Also, some nobles held private estates.

With few exceptions the Incas, unlike the Aztecs,
did not demand tribute in kind but rather exacted
labor on the lands assigned to the state and the reli-
giom. Communities were expected to take turns work-
ing on state and church lands and sometimes on
building projects or in mining. These labor turns, or
mita, were an essential aspect of Inca control. In addi-
tion, the Inca required women fo weave high-quality
cloth for the court and for religious purposes. The
Incas provided the wool, but each household was
required to produce cloth. Woven cloth, a great
Andean art form, had political and religious signifi-

cance. Some women were taken as concubines for the
inca; others were selected as servants at the temples,
the so-called Virgins of the Sun. In all this, the Inca
had an overall imperial system but remained sensitive
to local variations, so that its application accommodat-
ed regional and ethnic differences. '
In theory, each community aimed at self-sufficiency
and depended on the state for goods it could not
acquire easily. The ayllus of each community controlled
the land, and the vast majority of the men were peas-
ants and herders. Women worked in the fields, wove
cloth, and cared for the household (Figure 16.6). Roles
and obligations were gender-specific and theoretically
equal and interdependent. Andean peoples recognized
parallel descent, so that property rights within the ayl-
lus and among the nobility passed in both the male and
female lines. Women passed rights and property to
daughters, men to sons. Whether in pre-Inca times
women may have served as leaders of ayllus is open to
question, but under the Incas this seems to have been
uncommon. The Inca emphasis on military virtues rein-
forced the inequality of men and women.
The concept of close cooperation between men
and women was also reflected in the Inca view of the

cosmos. Gods and goddesses were worshiped b
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The “Troubling” Civilizations
of the Americas

From the first encounter with the peoples of the Americas,
European concepts and judgments about civilization, bar-
barism, morality, power, politics, and justice were constantly
called into question. The American Indian societies had many
religious ideas and practices that shocked Christian observers,
and aspects of their social and familial arrangements clashed
with Furopean sensibilities. Those sensibilities often were
influenced by religious and political considerations. Many of
those who most condemned human sacrifice, polygamy, or the
despotism of Indian rulers
were also those who tried to
justify European conquest
and control, mass violence,
and theft on a continental
American civilizations  scale. Other European voic-
es also were heard. Not long
after the Spanish conquests
in the 16th century, defend-
ers of Indian rights came
forward to argue that
despite certain “unfortu-
nate” habits, Indian civilization was no less to be admired than
that of the ancient (and pagan) Romans and Greeks.

For Western civilization, evaluating and judging non-West-
ern or past societies has always been a complex business that has
mixed elements of morality, politics, religion, and self-percep-
tion along with the record of what is observed or considered to
be reality. That complexity is probably just as true for Chinese,
Persian, or any culture trying to understand another. Still, West-

“Perhaps nothing
challenges our
appreciation of the

more than the
exiensive evidence of
ritual torture and

husman sacrifice.”

Inca Cultural Achievements

The Incas drew on the artistic traditions of their
Andean predecessors and the skills of subject peoples.
Beautiful pottery and cloth were produced in special-
ized workshops. Inca metalworking was among the
most advanced in the Americas, and Inca artisans
worked gold and silver with great skill. The Incas also
used copper and some bronze for weapons and tools.
Like the Mesoamerican peoples, the Incas made no
practical use of the wheel, but unlike them, they had no
system of writing. However, the Incas did use a system
of knotted strings, or quipu, to record numerical and
perhaps other information. It worked like an abacus,
and with it the Incas took censuses and kept financial
records. The Incas had a passion for numerical order,
and the population was divided into decimal units from
which population, military enlistment, and work details

ern society seems to have been particularly troubled by the

American civilizations, with their peculiar combination of

Neolithic technology and imperial organization. At times this
has led to abhorrence and rejection—as of Aztec sacrifice—but
at other times it has led to a kind of utopian romanticism in
which the accomplishments of the Indian past are used as a cri-
tique of the present and a political program for the future.

The existence of Inca socialism is a case in point. Some
early Spanish authors portrayed Inca rule as despotic, but oth-
ers saw it as a kind of utopia. Shortly after the conquest of
Peru, Garcilaso de la Vega, the son of a Spaniard and an Indi-
an noblewoman, wrote a glowing history of his mother’s peo-
ple in which he presented an image of the Inca Empire as a
carefully organized system in which every community con-
tributed to the whole, and the state regulated the distribution
of resources on the basis of need and reciprocity. There was
some truth in this view, but it ignored some aspects of exploita-
don as well. In the 20th century, Peruvian socialists, faced with
underdevelopment and social inequality in their country, used
this utopian view of Inca society as a possible model for their
own future. Their interpretation and that of historians who
Jater wrote of Inca socialism tended to ignore the hierarchy in
the Inca Empire and the fact that the state extracted labor and
goods from the subject communities to support the nobles,
who held extensive power. The utopian view of the Incas was
no less political than the despotic view. Perhaps the lesson
here is that what we see in the past often depends on what we
think about the present or what we want for the future.

But if Inca socialism and despotism have fascinated stu-
dents of the past, Aztec religion has caught the imagination
of historians and the general public. It causes us to ask how
a civilization as advanced as this could engage in a practice so
cruel and, to us, so morally reprehensible. Perhaps nothing

could be calculated. The existence of so many traits
associated with civilization in the Old World combined
with the absence of a system of writing among the Incas
illustrates the variations of human development and
the dangers of becoming too attached to certain cul-
tural characteristics or features in defining civilizations.

The Incas’ genius was best displayed in their land
and water management, extensive road system, state-
craft, and architecture and public buildings.
They developed ingenious agricultural ter-
races on the steep slopes of the Andes, using
a complex technology of irrigation to water

their crops. The empire was linked together P'i\ggﬁﬂuin

by almost 2500 miles of roads, many of which Peru
included rope suspension bridges over mountain
gorges and rivers.: Inca stonecutting was remarkably
accurate; the best buildings were built of large fitted
stones without the use of masonry. Some of these
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challenges our appreciation of the American civilizations
more than the extensive evidence of ritual torture and
human sacrifice, which among the Aztecs reached staggering
proportions. On some occasions thousands of people were
slain, usually by having their hearts ripped out,

First, we must put these practices in perspective. Cruelty

and violence can be found in many cultures, and to a world

that has seen genocide, mass killings, and atomic warfare, the
Aztec practices are not so different from what our own age has
seen. Certain customs in many past civilizations and present
cultures seem to us strange, cruel, and immoral, We find Aztec
human sacrifice particularly abhorrent, but such practices also
were found among the ancient Canaanites and the Celtic
peoples, and the Old Testament story of Abraham and Isaac,
though its message is against such sacrifice, reflects a known
practice. Human sacrifice was practiced in pre-Christian Scan-
dinavia and ancient India. Although by the time of Confucius
human sacrifice of wives and retainers at the burial of a ruler
was no longer practiced in China, the custom had been
known. The issue of sati, the Hindu ritual suicide of the widow
on the funeral pyre of her husband, raged in India in the 19th
century. The Aztecs certainly were not alone in taking human
life as a religious rite. Whatever our moral judgments about
such customs, it remains the historian’s responsibility to
understand them in the context of their own culture and time,
How have historians tried to explain or understand Aztec
human sacrifice? Some defenders of Aztec culture have seen
itas a limited phenomenon, greatly exaggerated by the Span-
ish for political purposes. Many scholars have seen it as a reli-
gious act central to the Aztec belief that humans must
sacrifice that which was most precious to them—Tlife-—to
receive the sun, rain, and other blessings of the gods that
make life possible. Others have viewed Aztec practice as the

buildings were immense. These structures, the large
agricultural terraces and irrigation projects, and the
extensive system of roads were among the Incas’ great-
est achievements, displaying their technical ability as
well as their ability to mobilize large amounts of labor,

Comparing Incas and Aztecs

The Inca and the Aztec cultures were based on a long
development of civilization that preceded them.
Although in some areas of artistic and intellectual
achievement earlier peoples had surpassed their
accomplishments, both cultures represented the suc-
cess of imperial and military organization. Both
empires were based on intensive agriculture organized
by a state that accumulated surplus production and

_then controlled the circulation of goods and their

redistribution to groups or social classes. In both states,

intentional manipulation and expansion of a widespread phe-
nomenon that had long existed among many American peo-
ples. In other words, the Aztec rulers, priests, and nobility
used the cult of war and large-scale human sacrifice for polit-
ical purposes, to terrorize their neighbors and subdue the
lower classes. Another possible explan
If central Mexico was as densely populated as we believe, then
the sacrifices may have been a kind of population control.
Other interpretations have been even more startling,
Anthropologist Marvin Harris has suggested that Aztec sacri-
fice, accompanied by ritual cannibalism, was a response to a
lack of protein. He argued that in the Old World, human sac-
rifice was replaced by animal sacrific
which lacked cattle and sheep, that transformation never
took place. Harris called the Aztec Empire a “cannibal king-
dom.” Other scholars have strongly objected to Harris’s
interpretation of the evidence, which gave little attention to
the ritual aspects of these acts. Sdll, human sacrifice shades
all assessments of Aztec civilization.
These debates ultimatel

ation is demographic.

e, but in Mesoamerica,

y raise important questions
about the role of moral Judgments in historical analysis and
the way in which our vision of the past is influenced by our
own political, moral, ethical, and social programs. We cannot
and perhaps should not abandon those programs, but we
must always try to understand other tim

es and other peoples
in their own terms.

Questions What special features of Aztec civilization must be
explained? Are they really distinctive? What explanations are
most persuasive in terms of historical sensitivity and contempo-
rary standards? What features of 21stcentury society are similar
to those of Aztec civilization and will later need to be explained?

older kinship-based institutions, the ayllu and the
calpulli, were transformed by the emergence of a social
hierarchy in which the nobility was increasingly pre-’
dominant. In both areas, these nobles also were the
personnel of the state, so that the state organization
was almost an image of society.
Although the Incas tried to create an overarching

political state and to integrate their empire as a unit
(the Aztecs did less in this regard), both empires rec-
ognized local ethnic groups and political leaders and
allowed variation from one group or region to another
as long as Inca or Aztec sovereignty was recognized and
tribute paid. Both the Aztecs and the Incas, like the
Spaniards who followed them, found that theijr military
power was less effective against nomadic peoples who
lived on their frontiers. Essentjally, the empires were
created by the conquest of sedentary agricultural peo-
ples and the extraction of tribute and labor from them.

i
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We cannot overlook the great differences between
Mesoamerica and the Andean region in terms of cli-
mate and geography or the differences between the
Inca and Aztec civilizations. Trade and markets were far
more developed in the Aztec Empire and earlier in
Mesoamerica in general than in the Andean world.
There were differences in metallurgy, writing systems,
and social definition and hierarchy. But within the con-
text of world civilizations, itis probably best to view these
two empires and the cultural areas they represent as
variations of similar patterns and processes, of which
sedentary agriculture is the most important. Basic simi-
larities underlying the variations can also be seen in sys-
tems of belief and cosmology and in social structure.
Whether similar origins, direct or indirect contact
between the areas, O parallel development 1n
Mesoamerica and the Andean area explains the similar-
ity is unknown. But the American Indian civilizations
shared much with each other; that factor and their iso-
lation from external cultural and biological influences
gave them their peculiar character and their vulnerabil-
ity. At the same time, their ability to survive the shock of
conquest and contribute to the formation of societies
after conquest demonstrates much of their strength.
Long after the Aztec and Inca empires had ceased to
exist, the peoples of the Andes and Mexico continued to
draw on these cultural traditions.

The Other Peoples of the
Americas

The civilizations of Mesoamerica and the
Andes, and the imperial states in place at the
moment of contact with the wider world, were
high points of a Native American cultural
achievement cut short by contact and con-
quest. However, the Americas continued to

be occupied by a wide variety of peoples who
lived in different ways, ranging from highly
complex sedentary agricultural empires to sim-
ple kin-based bands of hunters and gatherers.

Rather than seeing a division between “primitive”
and “civilized” peoples in the Americas, it is more useful
to consider gradations of material culture and social com-
plexity. Groups such as the Incas had many things in com-
mon with the tribal peoples of the Amazon basin, such as
the division into clans or halves—that is, a division of vil-
lages or communities into two major groupings with
mutually agreed-upon roles and obligations. Moreover, as
we have seen, the diversity of ancient America forces us to
reconsider ideas of human development based on ol
World examples. If social complexity is seen as depen-

dent on an agricultural base for society, that theory is not
supported by the existence in the Americas of some
groups of fishers and hunters and gatherers, such as the
groups of the northwest coast of the United States and
British Columbia, who developed hierarchical societies.
For those who see control of water for agriculture as the
starting point for political authority and the state, such
societies as the Pimas of Colorado and some of the chief-
doms of South America, who practiced irrigated agricul-
ture but did not develop states, provide exceptions.

How Many People?

A major issue that has fascinated students of the Ameri-
cas for centuries is the question of population size. For
many years after the European conquests, many
observers discounted the early descriptions of large and
dense Indian populations as the exaggeration of con-
querors and [nissionaries who wanted to make their own
exploits seem more impressive. In the early 20th centu-
ry, the most repeated estimate of Native American pop-
ulation about 1492 was 8.4 million (4 million in Mexico,
9 million in Peru, and 2.4 million in the rest of the hemi-
sphere). Since that time, new archeological discoveries,
a better understanding of the impact of disease on
indigenous populations, new historical and demo-
graphic studies, and improved estimates of agricultural
techniques and productivity have led to major revisions.
Fstimates still vary widely, and some have gone as high
25 112 million at the time of contact. Most scholars
agree that Mesoamerica and the Andes supported the
largest populations. Table 16.1 summarizes one of the
most careful estimates, which places the total figure at
more than 67 million, although an American Indian
demographer has increased this figure to 72 million.
Other scholars are unconvinced by these estimates.
These figures should be considered in a global con-
text. In 1500, the population of the rest of the world

Avea Population (thousands)

North America, 4,400
Mexico 21,400
Central America 5,650
Caribbean 5,850
Andes 11,500
L owland South America 18,500

Total 67,300

Sources: William M. Deneven, The Native Population of the Americas
in 1492 (1976), 289-292; John D. Durand, “Historical Estimates of
World Popuiation,” Population and Development Review 3 (1957):
253-206; Russell Thornton, American Iindian Holocaust and Survival
(1987).
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Inka Largest and most power-
ful Andean empire. Controlled
the Pacific coast of South
America from Ecuador to Chile
from its capital of Cuzco.

Inka Tunic Andean weavers produced beautiful textiles from controlled these risks by means of a thinly veiled Sys,(,wi
cotton and from the wool of llamas and alpacas. The Inka inher- of hostage taking and the use of military gaxrisons: m«i?
ited this rich craft tradition and produced some of the world’s rulers of defeated regions were required t0 send (di,'{%
most remarkable textiles. The quality and design of each gar- heirs to live at the Inka royal court in Cuzco. Inka €&

ment indicated the weaver’s rank and power in this society. This even required that defeated peoples send repr
tunic was an outer garment for a powerful male. of important local gods to Cuzco to be inc

Empires, Southern Seas, 1200-1500

Religious rituals dominated public life in Tenochtitlan. Like the other cultures of the Meso-
wmerican world, the Aztecs worshiped a large number of gods. Most of these gods had a dual
nature—both male and female. The chief god of the Mexica was Huitzilopochtli (wheai-zeel.
oh-POSHT-les) or southern hummingbird. Originally associated with war, the Aztecs later
identified this god with the Sun. Tenochtitlan was architecturally dominated by a great twin
temple devoted to Huitzilopochtli and Tlaloc, the storm-god, symbolizing the two bases of the
Aztec economy: war and agriculture.

The Andes: The Inka

In little more than a hundred years, the Inka developed a vast imperial state, which they called
“Iand of Four Corners.” By 1525 the empire had a population of more than 6 million and
stretched from the Maule River in Chile to northern Ecuador, conquered between 1500 and
1525, and from the Pacific coast across the Andes to the upper Amazon and, in the south, into
Argentina (see Map 14.5). In the early fifteenth century the Inka were one of many competing
military powers in the southern highlands, an area of limited political significance after the col-
lapse of Wari (see Chapter 7). Centered in the valley of Cuzco, the Inka were initially organized
as a chiefdom based on reciprocal gift giving and the redistribution of food and textiles. Strong
and resourceful leaders consolidated political authority in the 1430s and undertook an ambi-
tious campaign of military expansion.

The Inka state, like earlier highland powers, utilized traditional Andean social customs and
economic practices. Tiwanaku had relied in part on the use of colonists to provide supplies of
resources from distant, ecologically distinct zones. The Inka built on this legacy by conquering
additional distant territories and increasing the scale of forced exchanges. Crucial to this pro-
cess was the development of a large military. Unlike the peoples of Mesoamerica, who distrib-
uted specialized goods through markets and tribute relationships, Andean peoples used state
power to broaden and expand the vertical exchange system that had permitted self-governing
extended family groups called ayllus to exploit a range of ecological niches (see Chapter 7).
Like earlier highland civilizations, the Inka were pastoralists, and their prosperity and military
strength depended on vast herds of llamas and alpacas,
which provided food and clothing as well as transport for
goods. They gained access to corn, cotton, and other goods
from the coastal region via forced exchanges.

Collective efforts by mita labor, a system of forced ser-
vice to the ruler (see Chapter 7), made the Inka Empire pos-
sible. Cuzco, the imperial capital, and the provincial cities,
the royal court, the imperial armies, and the state’s reli-
gious cults all rested on this foundation. The mita system
also created the material surplus that provided the bare
necessities for the old, weak, and ill of Inka society. Each
ayllu contributed approximately one-seventh of its adult
male population to meet these collective obligations. These
draft laborers served as soldiers, construction workers,
craftsmen, and runners to carry messages along post roads.
They also drained swamps, terraced mountainsides, filled
in valley floors, built and maintained irrigation works, and
built storage facilities and roads. Inka laborers constrUC(.(‘r‘([
13,000 miles (20,930 kilometers) of road, facilitating mil
tary troop movements, administration, and trade.

The hereditary chiefs of ayllus, a group that i
women, carried out local administrative and ;
functions. As the Inka expanded, they generally left l(‘;(i_
rulers in place. By doing so they risked rebellion, but 1
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inka Largest and most power-
ful Andean empire. Controlled
the Pacific coast of South
America from Ecuador to Chile
from its capital of Cuzco.

Inka Tunic  Andean weavers produced beautiful textiles fr.oryr]l
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ment indicated the weaver’s rank and power in this society. This
tunic was an outer garment for a powerful male.
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Conclusion

imperial pantheon. These measures promoted imperial integration while at the same time pro-
viding hostages to ensure the good behavior of subject peoples.

Conquests magnified the authority of the Inka ruler and led to the creation of an imperial
bureaucracy drawn from among his kinsmen. The royal family claimed descent from the Sun,
the primary Inka god. Members of the royal family lived in palaces maintained by armies of
servants, and their lives were dominated by political and religious rituals that helped legitimize
their authority. Among the many obligations associated with kingship was the requirement to
extend imperial boundaries by warfare. Thus each new ruler began his reign with conquest.

Tenochtitlan, the Aztec capital, had a population of about 150,000 in 1520. At the height
of Inka power in 1530, Cuzco had a population of less than 30,000. Nevertheless, Cuzco was a
remarkable place. The Inka were highly skilled stone craftsmen and constructed their most
impressive buildings of carefully cut stones fitted together without mortar, Planners laid the city
out in the shape of a giant puma (a mountain lion). At the city center were the palaces of rulers
as well as the major temples. The richest was the Temple of the Sun, its interior lined with sheets
of gold and its patio decorated with golden representations of llamas and corn. The ruler made
every effort to awe and intimidate visitors and residents alike with a nearly continuous series
of rituals, feasts, and sacrifices. Sacrifices of textiles, animals, and other goods sent as tribute
dominated the city’s calendar. The destruction of these valuable commodities, and a small
number of human sacrifices, helped give the impression of splendor and sumptuous abundance

that appeared to demonstrate the ruler’s claimed descent from the Sun.

Inka cultural achievement rested on the strong foundation of earlier Andean civilizations,
We know that astronomical observation was a central concern of the priestly class, as in Meso-
america. The collective achievements of Andean peoples were accomplished with a limited
record-keeping system adapted from earlier Andean civilizations. Administrators used knotted
colored cords, called khipus {KEY-pooz), for public administration, population counts, and trib-
ute obligations. Inka weaving and metallurgy, also based on earlier regional development, was
more advanced than in Mesoamerica. Inka craftsmen produced utilitarian tools and weapons of
copper and bronze as well as decorative objects of gold and silver. Inka women produced textiles
of extraordinary beauty from cotton and the wool of llamas and alpacas.

Although the Inka did not introduce new technologies, they increased economic output and
added to the region’s prosperity. The conquest of large populations in environmentally distinct
regions allowed the Inka to multiply the yields produced by the traditional exchanges between dis-
tinct ecological niches. This expansion of imperial economic and political power was purchased at
the cost of reduced equality and diminished local autonomy. Members of the imperial elite, living

in richly decorated palaces in Cuzco and other urban cen-
ters, were increasingly distant from the masses of Inka soci-
ety. Even members of the provincial nobility were held at
arm’s length from the royal court, while commoners could
be executed if they dared to look directly at the ruler’s face.

After only a century of regional dominance, the
Inka Empire faced a crisis in 1525. The death of the ruler
Huayna Capac at the conclusion of the conquest of Ecua-
dor initiated a bloody struggle for the throne. The rivalry
of two sons compelled both the professional military and
the hereditary Inka elite to choose sides. Civil war was the
result. Regionalism and ethnic diversity had always posed
a threat to the empire. Now civil war weakened the impe-
rial state and ignited the resentments of conquered peo-
ples on the eve of the arrival of Europeans.

S

khipus System of knotted col-
ored cords used by preliterate
Andean peoples to transmit
information.

® The Western Hemisphere tropics, unlike the temperate
zones, were major centers of civilization.

® The Aztecs used conquest, trade, and an extensive irrigation
system to build a mighty empire.

! Religion and sacrifice pléyed an important role in Aztec life.

; ® The Inka relied on forced labor, conquest, and an extensive
r0ad system to hold together a diverse empire.

® Verticfal exchange of highland products for lowland products
benefited everyone in the empire.

CONCLUSION

Tropical Africa and Asia contained 40 percent of the world’s population and over a quarter of
its habitable land. Between 1200 and 1500, commercial, political, and cultural currents drew
the region’s peoples closer together. The Indian Ocean becamie the world’s most important and
richest trading area; the Delhi Sultanate brought the greatest political unity to India since the
decline of the Guptas; and Mali extended the political and trading role pioneered by Ghana in
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the western Sudan. Trade and empire followed closely the enlargement of Islam’s presence and

the accompanying diversification of Islamic customs.
Yet many social and cultural practices remained stable. Most tropical Africans and Asians

never ventured far outside the rural communities where their families had lived for generations,
Their lives followed the patterns of agricultural or pastoral life, the cycle of religious observations,
traditional occupational and kinship divisions, and the individual’s passage through the stages of
life from childhood to elder status. Village communities proved remarkably hardy. They might be
ravaged by natural disaster or pillaged by advancing armies, but over time most recovered. Empires
and kingdoms rose and fell, but village life endured.

In the Western Hemisphere the powerful empires of the Aztecs and Inkarose in Mesoamerica
and the Andean region, respectively. Bach was heir to a series of preceding cultures in their area,
but they had in common an unprecedented territorial extent, Warfare and religious rituals were
hallmarks of both empires, and their success depended on the economic subordination of con-
quered peoples as well as specialized production in a variety of environmentally distinct regions,
The Aztecs excelled at irrigation and trade, the Inka at labor organization and road building.
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f earthquakes that de-
stem that had been the

the Andes were by no
»s in the region. As early
as 2000 B.C.E., Jocal peoples had been venturing into the
Pacific Ocean on wind-powered rafts constructed of balsa
wood. By the late first millennium C.E., seafarers from the
coast of Ecuador had established a vast trading network
that extended southward to central Peru and as far north
as western Mexico, over 2,000 miles away. Items trans-
ported included jewelry, beads, and metal goods. In all
likelihood, technological exchanges were an important
by-product of the relationship.

Transportation by land, however, was more difficult.
Although roads were constructed to facilitate communi-
cation between communities, the forbidding character of
the terrain in the mountains was a serious obstacle, and
the only draft animal on the entire continent was the
llama, considerably less hardy than the cattle, horses, and
water buffalo used in much of Asia. Such problems un-
doubtedly hampered the development of regular contacts
with distant societies in the Americas, as well as the ex-
change of goods and ideas that had lubricated the rise of
civilizations from China to the Mediterranean Sea.

Courtesy af William J. Duiker

Fantastic Creature Pot, The elaborate pottery of the Moche valley

artists provides an impressive visual record of the daily lives of the -

Peruvi T . ; The Inka

eruvian peoples living in the sixth to ninth centuries C.E. Many

of these colorful pots show scenes from everyday activities, such _ The Chimor kingdom was eventually succeeded in the
as hunting, fishing, weaving, cooking, and playing musical late fifteenth century by an invading force from
instruments. Others display religious ceremonies and sacrifice the mountains far to the south. In the late fourteenth cen-
rituals. As illustrated in the fanged face of this fantastic creature, tury, the Inka were a small community in the area of Cuzco,
most probably a jaguar, these potters often blended the natural a city located at an Jltitude of 10,000 feet in the mountains
with the supernatural, which expressed the Moche worldview. of southern Peru. In the 1440s, however, under the leader-

ship of their powerful ruler Pachakuti (sometimes called
Pachacutec, or “he who transforms the world”), the Inka

What had happened to bring Moche culture to this ~ peoples launched a campaign of conquest that eventually
untimely end? Archacologists speculate that environmen-  brought the entire region under their authority. Under
tal changes, perhaps brought on by changes in the water  Pachakuti and his immediate successors, Topa Inka and
temperature known as El Nifio, led to periods of drought Huayna Inka (the word Inka means “ruler”), the bound-
and then to periodic flooding of coastal regions and the aries of the kingdom were extended as far as Ecuador, cen-
silting up of the irrigated fields (see the comparative es- tral Chile, and the edge of the Amazon basin.
say, “History and the Environment,” on p. 179).

Three hundred years later, a new power, the kingdom  The Four Quarters: Inka Politics And Society Pachakuti
of Chimor, with its capital at Chan Chan, at the mouth of created a highly centralized state (see Map 6.4). With
the Moche River, emerged in the area. Built almost en-  stunning concern for mathematical precision, he divided
tirely of adobe, Chan Chan housed an estimated thirty his empire, called Tahuantinsuyu, or “the world of the
thousand residents in an area of over 12 square miles that  four quarters,” into provinces and districts. Each province
included a number of palace compounds surrounded by contained about ten thousand residents (at least in the-
walls nearly 30 feet high. One compound contained an ory) and was ruled by a governor related to the royal fam-

intricate labyrinth that wound its way progressively in- ily. Excess inhabitants were transferred to other Jocations:
ward until it ended in a central chamber, probably occu- The capital of Cuzco was divided into four quarters or
pied by the ruler. Like the Moche before them, the peo- residential areas, and the social status and economic funt
ple of Chimor relied on irrigation to funnel the water ~ tions of the residents of each quarter were rigidly defined:
from the river into their fields. An elaborate system of The state was built on forced labor. Often entire conr
canals brought the water through hundreds of miles munities of workers were moved from one part © i
of hilly terrain to the Gelds near the coast. Nevertheless, country to another to open virgin lands or engage in mas’

by the fifteenth century, Chimor, too, had disappeared, a sive construction projects. Under Pachakuti, the capital of
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Courtesy of William J. Duiker

Fantastic Creatuge Pot. The elaborate pottery of the Moche valley
artists provides an impressive visual record of the daily lives of the
Peruvian peoples living in the sixth to ninth centuries C.E. Many
of these colorful pots show scenes from everyday activities, such
as hunting, fishing, weaving, cooking, and playing musical
instruments. Others display religious ceremonies and sacrifice
rituals, As illustrated in the fanged face of this fantastic creature,
most probably a jaguar, these potters often blended the natural
with the supernatural, which expressed the Moche worldview.

What had happened to bring Moche culture to this
untimely end? Archaeologists speculate that environmen-
tal changes, perhaps brought on by changes in the water
temperature known as Fl Nifio, led to periods of drought
and then to periodic flooding of coastal regions and the
silting up of the irrigated fields (see the comparative es-
say, “History and the Environment,” on p. 179).

Three hundred years later, a new power, the kingdom
of Chimor, with its capital at Chan Chan, at the mouth of
the Moche River, emerged in the area. Built almost en-
tirely of adobe, Chan Chan housed an estimated thirty
thousand residents in an area of over 12 square miles that
included a number of palace compounds surrounded by
walls nearly 30 feet high. One compound contained an
intricate labyrinth that wound its way progressively in-
ward until it ended in a central chamber, probably occu-
pied by the ruler. Like the Moche before them, the peo-
ple of Chimor relied on irrigation to funnel the water
from the river into their fields. An elaborate system of

canals brought the water through hundreds of miles
of hilly terrain to the fields near the coast. Nevertheless,
by the fifteenth century, Chimor, t00, had disappeared, a
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the Andes were by no
»s in the region. As early
as 2000 B.C.E., local peoples had been venturing into the
Pacific Ocean on wind-powered rafts constructed of balsa
wood. By the late first millennium C.E., seafarers from the
coast of Ecuador had established a vast trading network
that extended southward to central Peru and as far north
as western Mexico, over 2,000 miles away. Ttems trans-
ported included jewelry, beads, and metal goods. In all
likelihood, technological exchanges Were an important
by-product of the relationship.

Transportation by land, however, was more difficult,
Although roads were constructed to facilitate communi-
cation between communities, the forbidding character of
the terrain in the mountains was a serious obstacle, and
the only draft animal on the entire continent was the
llama, considerably less hardy than the cattle, horses, and
water buffalo used in much of Asia. Such problems un-
doubtedly hampered the development of regular contacts
with distant societies in the Americas, as well as the ex-
change of goods and ideas that had lubricated the rise of
civilizations from China to the Mediterranean Sea.

The Tnka

. The Chimor kingdom was eventually succeeded in the

late fifteenth century by an invading force from
the mountains far to the south. In the late fourteenth cen-
tury, the Inka were a small community in the area of Cuzco,
a city located at an altitude of 10,000 feet in the mountains
of southern Peru. In the 1440s, however, under the leader-
ship of their powerful ruler Pachakuti (sometimes called
Pachacutec, or “he who transforms the world”), the Inka
peoples faunched a campaign of conquest that eventually
brought the entire region under their authority. Under
Pachakuti and his immediate successors, Topa Inka and
Huayna Inka (the word Inka means “ryler”), the bound-
aries of the kingdom were extended as far as Ecuador, cen-
tral Chile, and the edge of the Amazon basin.

The Four Quarters: Inka Politics And Society Pachakul
created a highly centralized state (see Map 6.4). with 2
stunning concern for mathematical precision, he divided
his empire, called Tahuantinsuyu, or “the world of e
four quarters,” into provinces and districts. Bach provinc
contained about ten thousand residents (at least in the
ory) and was ruled by a governor related to the royal fam_
ily. Excess inhabitants were transferred to other Jocations:
The capital of Cuzco was divided into four quarters o
residential areas, and the social status and economic fun®
tions of the residents of each quarter were rigidly defined

The state was built on forced labor. Often entire cO”
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In The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empir
published in 1788, the British historian Ifd— .
ward Gibbon raised a question that has fasci-
’ , nated historians ever since: What brought
_about the collapse of that once powerful civilizatio ; h

- _(dominated‘the Mediterranean region for over five o
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COMPARATIVE ES@AY
HisTory AND THE ENVIRONMENT

drought and overcultivation of the land are often cited a
reasons for the decline of the Maya in Mesoarnericc i
V'Climatic changes continued to affect the fate ac;f
nations and peoples after the end of the classical er
Drought conditions-and overuse of the land ma hI’aL
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Machu Picchu. Situated in the Andes in modern Peru,
civilization. To farm such rugged terrain, the Inka constructed terraces
vast ravines, they built suspension bridges made of braided fiber and
on the opposite banks. The most revere

thronelike “hitching post of the sun,

» o called because of its close proxi

them. Rest houses and storage depots were placed along the
roads. Suspension bridges made of braided fiber and fas-
tened to stone abutments on opposite banks were built over
ravines and waterways. Use of the highways was restricted to
official and military purposes. Trained runners carried mes-
sages rapidly from one way station to another, enabling in-
formation to travel up to 140 miles in a single day.

In rural areas, the population lived mainly by farm-
ing. In the mountains, the most common form was ter-
raced agriculture, watered by irrigation systems that car-
ried precise amounts of watet into the fields, which were
planted with maize, potatoes, and other crops. The plots
were tilled by collective labor regulated by the state. Like
other aspects of Inka society, marriage was strictly regu-
lated, and men and women wete required to select a mar-
riage partner from within the immediate tribal group. For
women, there was one escape from a life of domestic
servitude. Fortunate maidens were selected to serve as
“chosen virgins~ in temples throughout the country (see
the box on p. 181). Noblewomen wete eligible to compete
for service in the Temple of the Sun at Cuzco, while com-
moners might hope to serve in temples in the provincial
capitals. Punishment for breaking the vow of chastity was
harsh, and few evidently took the risk.

Inka Culture Like many other civilizations in pre-
Columbian Latin America, the Inka state was built on war.
Soldiers for the 200,000-man Inka army, the largest and best

180 CHAPTER 6

Machu Picchu reflects the glory of Inka

and stone aqueducts. To span

fastened them to stone abutments
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mity to the sun god.

The Quipu. Not havinga writing system, the Inka tallied the
various data of their kingdom on strands of knotted yarn. Highly
skilled and esteemed, official secretaries recorded population
census data, crop and household inventories, government
inspector reports, crime investigations, taxes, legal decisions and
contracts, and all the official statistics of the realm by an intricat¢
system of tying knots on a circular grouping of strings of yar
The use of knotted yarn as a means of recording data was
apparently not unique to the Inka. A passage in the Chines¢
classic The Way of the Tao declares, “Let the people revert {0

communication by knotted cords”
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C);){j’letter from a Peruvian chief to King Philip Il of
“/{, Spain written four hundred years ago gives us a
firsthand account of the nature of traditional Inkan soci-
“ety. The purpose of author Huaman Poma was both to jus-
tify the history and culture of the Inkan peoples and to
record their sufferings under Spanish domination. In his
|atter, Poma describes inkan daily life from birth to death
in minute detail. He explains the different tasks assigned
to men and women, beginning with their early education.
Whereas boys were taught to watch the flocks and trap
animals, girls were taught to dye, spin and weave cloth,
and perform other domestic chores. Most interesting, per-
haps, was the emphasis that the Inka placed on virginity,
as is witnessed in the document presented here. The Inkan
tra‘dition of temple virgins is reminiscent of similar prac-
tices in ancient Rome, where young girls from noble fami-
lies were chosen as priestesses to tend the sacred fire in
the Temple of Vesta for thirty years. If one lost her virgin-
ity, she was condemned to be buried alive in an under-
ground chamber.

In this passage, one of the chief duties of a woman in Inkan
society was to spin and weave. In what other traditional so-
cieties was textile making a woman’s work? Why do you
think this was the case?

Huaman Poma, Lefter to a King

During the time of the Incas certain women, who were
called accla or “the chosen,” were destined for lifelong
virginity. Mostly they were confined in houses and they

armed in the region, were raised by universal male con-
scription, Military units were moved rapidly along the high-
way system and were housed in the rest houses located
along the roadside. Since the Inka had no wheeled vehicles,
supplies were carried on the backs of llamas. Once an area
was placed under Inkan authority, the local inhabitants
were instructed in the Quechua language, which became the
h“.gl}a franca of the state, and were introduced to the state
l'cl.!gmn. The Inka had no writing system but kept records
Using a system of knotted strings called quipu, maintained
_(:)’ ll’,l'ofessionally tr.ained officials, that were able to record
o :l(\‘:ld of a numerical nature. What could not be recorded
(it;d \l\lla manner was comnntt.ed to memory and then re-
el blenl needed. The practice was apparently not in-
Cor Y the Inka. Fragm'ents of quipu have been found at
¢ <\1}d dated at approximately 5,000 years ago.
~Asin the case of the Aztecs and the Maya, the lack of

A fully L .
l,‘“’”n)r(‘iicveloped writing system did not prevent the Inka

d

lizing a high level of cultural achievement, Most

VIRGINS WITH RED CHEEKS

belonged to one of two main categories, namely sacred vir-
gins and common virgins.

The so-called “virgins with red cheeks” entered upon
their duties at the age of twenty and were dedicated to
the service of the Sun, the Moon, and the Day-Star. In
their whole life they were never allowed to speak to a man,

The virgins of the Inca’s own shrine of Huanacauri
were known for their beauty as well as their chastity. The
other principal shrines had similar gitls in attendance. At
the less important shrines there were the older virgins who
occupied themselves with spinning and weaving the silklike
clothes worn by their idols. There was a still lower class of
virgins, over forty years of age and no longer very beautiful,
who performed unimportant religious duties and worked in
the fields or as ordinary seamstresses.

Daughters of noble families who had grown into old
maids were adept at making girdles, headbands, string
bags, and similar articles in the intervals of their pious
observances.

Girls who had musical talent were selected to sing or
play the flute and drum at Court, weddings and other cere-
monies, and all the innumerable festivals of the Inca year.

There was yet another class of accla or “chosen,” only
some of whom kept their virginity and others not. These
were the Inca’s beautiful attendants and concubines, who
were drawn from noble families and lived in his palaces.
They made clothing for him out of material finer than
taffeta or silk. They also prepared a maize spirit of extraor-
dinary richness, which was matured for an entire month,
and they cooked delicious dishes for the Inca. They also lay
with him, but never with any other man.

of what survives was recorded by the Spanish and consists
of entertainment for the elites. The Inka had a highly de-
veloped tradition of court theater, including both tragic
and comic works. There was also some poetry, composed
in blank verse and often accompanied by music played on
reed instruments.

The Conguest Of The Inkka The Inka empire was still in
existence when the first Spanish expeditions arrived in the
central Andes. The leader of the Spanish invaders,
Francisco Pizarro, was accompanied by only a few hundred
companions, but like Cortés, he possessed steel weapons,
gunpowder, and horses, none of which were familiar to his
hosts. In the meantime, internal factionalism, combined
with the onset of contagious diseases spread unknowingly
by the Europeans, had weakened the ruling elite, and the
empire fell rapidly to the Spanish forces in 1532. The last
Inka ruler was tried by the Spaniards and executed. Pre-
Columbian South America’s greatest age was over.
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