Name: _____________________________

AP US History


 Katz


The Big Stories

Thematic Sweeps 

Below is a list of themes that you have already done some work on after the Summer Reading Presentations we completed in September and October.  

•If your partnership would like to break up (it may be easier to work alone), please let me know and we can select a new theme for you to explore.  

• If there is a theme you would like to do that is not on this list, let me know.
* If your partner is no longer in the class, let me know.
The Details

· Your presentation and discussion will, together, take no longer than 5 minutes. 
· You will create a narrative with your big story (i.e. where did it start, how did it move, where does it “end”) 

· Narrow your earlier list of 10, to the 5 most important details for your theme pre 1860.
· Select five-seven events post 1860 that highlight your theme and add them to your list.

· Ask students in the group to explain how your choices fit into the narrative you have created. 

· You do not need to go over the terms unless the class need to.  Focus on asking people how they fit into the narrative.  
· Post to Wikispace
Grading:

10 pt assessment grade
The Themes

Italicized themes are AP Content Themes

1. Panics and Business Cycles 

2. Tariffs and Taxes

3. Manufacturing and Industrialization

4. Transportation

5. Peopling (including Immigration Patterns)

6. Women’s Roles, Women’s Powers

7. Reformers and Reform Impulses

8. Religion

9. Education and Schooling

10. The Place/Role of “Native America”

11. Development of the Two-Party System

12. Clarifying the Constitution: Branches of Federal Government v. Each Other

13. Clarifying the Constitution: State v. Federal Sovereignty 

14. America in the World

15. Politics and Power

AP Content Themes that are left out (but fit with the other themes)

Identity, Work, exchange and technology, Environment and geography (physical and human), Ideas, Beliefs and Culture

The Big Stories

Thematic Sweeps End of the Year Model

Topic: Clarifying the Constitution: State v. Federal Sovereignty 

Narrative:  


This story is one of a compromise (after much debate and failure of a government) that established a federal government that attempted to unite a nation while balancing power between the state and the national government and through several wars, high-powered Presidents, and regulation of the economy and social welfare to maintain unity and prosperity(ish), the balance between state and national governments became even more tilted toward the national government.
Optional: Previous metaphor:

This is the story of warring siblings (STAT and NAT) who try to build a house.  Initially STAT has all the money and gets to decide the direction/details/style of the house.  This upsets NAT who slowly takes money away from STAT so that NAT can decide the direction/details/style of the house.  One time, they had to stop building the house because they were fighting so badly but NAT turned out to be the bossiest sibling and eventually (post 1930) gets to decide most but not all of the direction/details/style of the house.
5 specific examples (pre 1860): (This is the original list with the top five bolded)
1. Articles of Confederation (chock-full of examples of State sovereignty, especially that Congress and then all state Legislatures needed to approve alterations to the AoC)

2. Shay’s Rebellion

3. Madison and Federalist 10

4. Constitution (especially “interstate commerce clause” 8.2.3) and Bill of Rights (especially Amendment X)

5. Whisky Rebellion

6. Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions

7. Marbury v. Madison & John Marshall’s Judicial Review

8. Hartford Convention

9. Calhoun v. Jackson on the “Tariff of Abominations” (Nullification Crisis)
10. Personal Liberty Laws
Examples post 1860: (It is helpful to include the parentheses though not necessary.)  
1. Desegregation (between 1955-1975: Governor Barnett/JFK/RFK Conversation)

2. The Civil War (13th, 14th, 15th amendments)

3. Progressive Era (interstate commerce grows, Meat Inspection Act, Pure Food and Drug Act)

4. New Deal (particularly FDIC, SEC, AAA, SSA)

5. New Federalism (started by Nixon, finished by Reagan)

6. The Great Society (Medicare, Medicaid, Welfare)

DUE:  Presentations on Tuesday April 26th with in class time to work on them on April 6th  
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