We Will Not Fail

THE COLONIAL PERIOD

The Formation of the Colonies

Virginia 

· First successful attempt at colonization

· Joint Stock Companies-Virginia Company of London and Virginia Company of Plymouth (which failed after Maine colony) were given charters to settle between the Hudson and Cape Fear Rivers.  

· 1607- three ships from Virginia Company w/100 men, 40 miles up James River from Chesapeake Bay to settle.
· Named “Jamestown” after king, first permanent settlement in North America. 
· Majority died in early years (starvation, disease, Indians). 
· Didn’t work to survive, expected riches to come to them.  
· John Smith- “He who works not eats not”, kept colony alive with ruthless leadership. When he returned to England (1609) left colony failing. 
· John Rolfe-discovered tobacco as a cash crop “brown gold”, married Pocahontas which smoothed over relations with the Indians. 
· Indentured servitude- took poor workers from Britain, paid for their trip in exchange for the poor worker working for them until they paid off their debts. 
· Britain sent governors to watch over the colony and make sure people were working. 
· 1619-Edwin Sandys formed House of Burgesses, a representative assembly to ensure private ownership of land and the same rights as in England. 
· After Indian attacks and high mortality rate King James I revoked charter and made Jamestown a royal colony in order to gain potential profits from tobacco growth. 
· James I revoked House of Burgesses rights, but his son Charles I was pressured into bringing them back by the need to attract settlers. 
· France was also attempting to colonize in the north and Midwest but generally failed due to inadequate population and lack of support from France. 
The New Netherlands 

· Holland sent Henry Hudson in search for Northwest Passage(that cut straight through North America to Asia) instead he found the Hudson River. 
· Dutch trading posts established on Manhattan Island(New Amsterdam).
· Fur trade made profits for Dutch West India Company, which ran colony.
· New Netherlands internally weak and unstable, population mixing pot, governed by lazy governors. 
Pilgrims at Plymouth

· Driven by religious reasons:
1. separatists believed the Church of England was beyond saving and they must separate from it
2.puritans- wanted to remain loyal to Church of England
· One group of separatists (pilgrims) tried to settle Holland, dissatisfied they came to America led by William Bradford.
· Traveled on Mayflower with charter from London Company to settle just south of Hudson River. Instead, storms led them to Cape Cod. 
· Came up with Mayflower Compact (set rules for government by consent of governed) because they landed outside of jurisdiction of any est. govt., which went against the charter. 
· Hard first years, prospered enough to buy out their investors and achieve self government. 
The Mass Bay Colony

· Puritans more numerous than separatists.
· Took religion very seriously.
· 1630- persecuted by King Charles I, they decided to set up a community in America.  
· Began as a joint stock company called Massachusetts Bay Company. 
· Controlled themselves because headquarters were in the colony due to unspecific charter. 
· John Winthrop- Leader of Mass Bay colony, “city on a hill” believed it should be a model of what Christian society should be. Therefore they did not have a starving time. 
· Great migration- many puritans came by 1642, new towns were chartered and given large amounts of land by Mass. Government. 
Other Colonies

· Rhode Island- Roger Williams: Puritan preacher in Massachusetts, disruptive to colony and rather than go back to England he fled and founded the settlement of Providence in 1636 which was populated by his many followers. Made the colony of Rhode Island by receiving a charter to combine Providence, Portsmouth and other settlements. 
· Rhode Island-Anne Hutchinson- openly taught things contrary to Puritan doctrine, called before court and claimed special revelations from God, fled and founded Portsmouth Rhode Island in 1638. 
· Connecticut- Thomas Hooker- Led settlers to Hartford who slightly disagreed with MA. Puritans, first constitution in America.
· Maryland-By 1630’s England’s Kings preferred more direct interest in control over colonies, began granting charters toward proprietors (individuals or groups) rather than Joint Stock Companies. 
· Maryland-First Proprietary Company. Maryland Act of Religious Toleration (to tolerate all Christians), settlers still insisted on self-government like Virginia.
The Colonial World 
Life In the Colonies

· In New England, people were living longer and repopulating more. And was more well ordered and stable than Chesapeake colonies.
· Family important, highly patriarchal, children obeyed parents even in matters such as marriage.
· Focused on education because people were supposed to be able to read the bible. 
· Boston became a major international port. Prosperous economy from small farming, fishing, trade, and large ship building. 
· Chesapeake colonists lived shorter lives, had less children, population declined, not as stable as New England and most settlers came as indentured servants. Men outnumbered women because they needed male workers for tobacco work. 
· By the late 1600’s, life stabilized and rich families were established with large plantations and manor houses. 
· Blacks in the south gradually went from being treated as indentured servants to having full lives of servitude, which would be passed to their children.  More slaves came to the colonies. 
· South Carolina dependant on slavery, slaves outnumbered colonists. North Carolina just like Virginia.  
Mercantilism and The Navigation Acts

· Mercantilism- put into place trade agreements to ensure trade with the colonies and profits for England. Believed economy should be controlled by governments. Used the colony to reduce spending on necessary goods. 
· Navigation Acts- made sure the colonies could only trade with Britain, restricted ship access to U.S. and British ships because of their rivalry with Holland. 
· Mercantilism benefited New England by supporting ship building but hurt Chesapeake colonies by lowering tobacco prices.  Restricted colonial economy too much. 
· Transferred wealth from America to Britain, increased British rivalry with Holland. 
· Bacon’s Rebellion- Nathaniel Bacon opposed Virginia governor Berkeley because he disagreed with his tax and Native American policies (felt governor failed to protect frontier from Native Americans). Came to an armed conflict, but Bacon died. 
· Bacon’s rebellion resulted in a strict definition of governor’s privileges and made it so that their actions were only beneficial to Britain.  The colonists who were split over the rebellion united to fight against royal control. 
The Halfway Covenant

· People concerned that society was becoming increasingly materialistic and less concerned with religious matters.
· Rather than be completely committed to the church, people took on a half membership in order allow their children the opportunity to be holy. 
Dominion of New England

· 1684-MA charter revoked for violation of Navigation Acts. King James II tried to get rid of representative assemblies and take more control over the colonies, and tried to push the church of England on the puritans.
· United the colonies of New York, New Jersey, and New England to force the new rules on all of them governed by Sir Edmond Andros. 
· Glorious Revolution in England- Catholics wiped out and Protestants took over, Mary and William ended the dominion of New England and gave power back to the colonies. 
· Charter restored to Massachusetts as a royal colony but not as tightly controlled.  
Pennsylvania and Delaware

· Pennsylvania founded as a refuge for the Quakers (a group with controversial beliefs- basically colonial hippies)
· William Penn-converted to Quakerism, received large land grant as payment of debt from Charles II to his father, founded Pennsylvania with representative assembly and full religious freedom. Laid out the city of Philadelphia and maintained peaceful relations with Indians. 
· Pennsylvania grew and prospered from fertile soil. 
· Delaware separated from Pennsylvania but still in it’s jurisdiction. 
 The Eighteenth Century

Economy and Population

· Britain still held economic control, but not as stringent after Mary and William came into power. (Except molasses act of 1733 which wasn’t enforced). 

· Gold and Silver production went down. Less hard money meant that Britain gained even more from the colonies.  Colonies tried to create paper money but Britain said no, despite this, economy remained mostly prosperous. 

· People from other countries including the Germans who came to be known as the Pennsylvania Dutch began migrating to the colonies. Scottish Irish people left a life of poverty to settle really far west. 

Early Wars of the Empire

· Between 1689 and 1763, Britain and the colonies fought four wars with Spain, France, and France’s Indian allies (French and Indian Wars). 
· Many conflicts over control of North America.
· North America would soon be controlled solely by the British. 
Georgia

· Buffer between South Carolina and the Spanish Colony of Florida. 
· Led by General James Oglethorpe to be populated by the poor, “honest debtors”. 
· No really liked Georgia, too many rules, eventually acknowledged by the founders.
The Enlightenment

· Americans more influenced by European ways of thought, culture, and society. 

· Rationalism- human logic was the answer to problems, rather than God. 

· John Locke- English political philosopher of enlightenment, came up with the concept of the rights of life, liberty, and property and that governments which abuse these rights must be overthrown. 

· Benjamin Franklin- biggest American advocate of enlightenment.  Did not deny God, but instead focused on the power of human reason. 

The Great Awakening

· A series of religious revivals in the colonies from the 1720’s to the 1740’s.

· Began Great Awakening: Jonathan Edwards- “sinners in the hands of an angry God” 

· Most dynamic evangelist preacher was George Whitefield who toured the country to inspire Christianity. 

· Promoted education as well and established many of today’s Ivy League Schools. 

The French And Indian War

· Despite Peace Treaty France continued quest for control of American lands. 

·  George Washington sent to expel French when they refused to leave Ohio Valley

· Originally known as the Seven Years War in Europe. 

· The Albany Plan of Union- seven colonies met in Albany, Ben Franklin advocated the colonies uniting with less British Influence, never took effect. 

· After French defeats, Britain took Quebec and Montreal by 1760 and virtually removed the French from North America. 

· Treaty of Paris of 1763- ended hostilities, gave Britain all of Canada and the U.S East of the Mississippi and France lost all of its North American Claims. 

· Increased support for Britain and lessened desire to become independent.

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION(1763-1787)
The Coming of the American Revolution
Writs of Assistance

· After the French and Indian War Americans felt pride/affection for Great Britain but Britain was eager to increase imperial control over colonies. 

· Writs of Assistance- General search warrants issued to help royal officials stop evasion of trade restrictions. 

· James Otis argued that writs were contrary to natural law, made point but lost case. He did however bring people together to protest writs. 

Grenville and the Stamp Act
· George Grenville anti American prime minister of Britain, wanted to help national debt caused by French and Indian Wars. Strict enforcer of the navigation acts. 

· Proclamation of 1763- put into place by George Grenville and forbid white settlement west of Appalachians to appease Indians. 

· Sugar Act(revenue act)- aimed at rising revenue by taxing goods imported by the Americans.  More strictly enforced and people faced more consequences. 

· Quartering Act- Required colonies to pay for and support British troops stationed there. 

· Currency Act- Forbade colonial attempts to issue paper money (not redeemable in gold and silver) drained American economy. 

· Stamp Act- Direct tax on legal documents, newspapers, etc.  Further hurt economy for Americans. 

· “Taxation without Representation” Americans began to strongly protest the Act.  Led in Massachusetts by James Otis and Sam Adams( who formed Sons of Liberty). 

· Virginia Resolves- Patrick Henry, no taxation without representation. Only a few of his seven measures were actually passed. 
· Stamp Act Congress- 1765 delegates from nine colonies met to pass moderate resolutions against the act because there was no consent from representatives. 

· Stamp Act Congress began to unite colonies against Britain and called for repeal of Stamp and Sugar Acts on the grounds that they weren’t there to be represented in the decision of parliament.

· The Loyal nine- group of Bostonians in opposition to the stamp act, sought to drive stamp distributors from the city. 

· Began merchant boycott of British goods which began in New York and soon spread to the rest of the country. Hurt British merchants who started to support the repeal. 

· Declaratory Act- passed after repeal of Stamp Act and said that Britain had power to tax or make laws for the Americans “in all cases whatsoever”. 

· Though it contradicted their original convictions about the Stamp Act, they ignored the declaratory act in their celebrations of the stamp act’s repeal and continued to be loyal to Great Britain. 

Townshend Acts

· Charles Townshend (head of cabinet in Britain) passed Townshend Acts which placed a tax on imports to the colonies. 
· Made people who disobeyed the acts go to court.

· John Dickinson- “Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania” pointed out that the acts violated no taxation without representation. (mild arguments)

· Massachusetts circular letter urged the colonies to pass petitions to call parliament to repeal the acts. 

· Britain ordered that if the letter were not withdrawn, the Massachusetts legislature would be removed, also sent troops to Boston to intimidate colonists. 

· People began to act greedily and use Townshend and Sugar/Stamp Act for their own gains, which increased the call for Britain’s troops.

· Another boycott of British goods occurred and British merchants again wanted them to repeal the acts. 

· March 1770- parliament repealed all taxes except that on tea to make sure the colonies realized they still had power to tax them. 

· Boston Massacre- colonists angry with British troops, incident occurred in which five colonists were killed. Painted by Sam Adams as a massacre though in actuality British troops acted mostly in self-defense. Defended by John Adams and eventually acquitted. 

The Return of Relative Peace

· After all the taxes were repealed, there was a time of relative peace despite the tax on tea which could often be avoided by smuggling. 

· Committees of Correspondence- committees appointed from colonies to communicate about threats to self-government from Britain. 

The Tea Act

· Relative Peace brought to an end by the Tea Act of 1773 
· British East India Company obtained right to sell tea directly to colonies which made it cheaper than the smuggled tea which would help its business. 

· Americans resisted the cheaper tea because there was still a tax on it. Americans did not allow it to be imported. 

· Thomas Hutchinson- Boston- Pro British governor forced confrontation by forcing them to allow the tea ships to come into the harbor by using navy vessels so that the tea could in 20 days go to auction with the tax.

· The night before the time was to expire and the tea to go to auction, colonists disguised as Indians boarded the ships and through the tea into the Boston Harbor. This came to be known as the Boston Tea Party. 

· British response united colonies even further. 

The Intolerable Acts

· Four Acts titled the coercive acts in response to the Tea Party. 
1. Boston Port Act- closed port until they agreed to pay for tea. 
2. Mass. Govt. Act- increased power of royal governor at expense of legislature. 
3. Administration of Justice Act- provided that royal officials accused of crimes in Mass. could be tried elsewhere (more likely to be acquitted). 
4. Quartering Act strengthened and allowed Thomas Gauge the new governor to quarter his troops anywhere, including private homes. 
· Quebec Act- extended province of Quebec to Ohio River, set up government without representative assembly, and made its official religion Roman Catholicism which made them angry because the colonists were forced to follow the Church of England. 

· The Quebec and Coercive Acts became known by colonists as the Intolerable Acts. 

· First Continental Congress- Philadelphia in 1774, passed the Suffolk resolves which denounced the Intolerable Acts and called for preparation of militia just in case. 

· Colonists decided that a second continental congress would meet in May of the next year if the grievances were not resolved. 

The War For Independence

Lexington and Concord

· General Gage of Britain was ordered to provoke confrontation and arrest leaders of resistance in order to justify Britain sending troops. 

· 700 British troops led by Gage set out to find and destroy a stockpile of colonial arms in Concord in 1775. Americans found out and sent Paul Revere/ William Dawes to warn others.

· In Lexington, 70 minutemen led by John Parker met the British and filed out when British told them to leave, a shot was fired and eight minutemen were killed. 

· The British continued on to Concord and found most of the arms gone, they retreated to Boston and were attacked by minutemen all the way there. 

· Gave hope to New England militia as Britain no longer seemed invincible.  Militiamen from all colonies began to come together to prepare. 

Bunker Hill

· May 1775- William Howe and two other British generals arrived in Boston to urge Gage into further action. 

· Americans occupied Breed’s Hill on which they could attack Boston if necessary. 

· British kept coming until the colonists ran out of ammunition and were defeated in “the bloodiest battle of the war”

· No real gains for either side. 

· America and Benedict Arnold tried to get support of Canada, but ultimately failed. 

The Second Continental Congress

· Met in Philadelphia in May 1775 
· Two factions of congress, one more radical than the other.  Both angry with Britain but one leaned more toward declaring independence. 

· “Declaration of the Causes and Necessity for taking up arms” army led by George Washington, and adopted the “Olive Branch Petition” which pled with King George III to intercede with Parliament to restore peace and give rights. 

· Colonists efforts were ignored in Britain and they were preparing for a full-fledged war. 

· Many still remained loyal to Britain and were not ready to declare independence despite the King’s proclamation. 

· Thomas Paine- Common Sense- called for immediate independence.  Extreme and sometimes illogical arguments, but still greatly influenced people to support declaring independence. 

· Richard Henry Lee- introduced a series of resolutions calling for independence. Led to the formation of two committees, one of which would draft the declaration of independence(mainly written by TJ) 

· Declaration showed why colonists felt justified in separating from Britain. Formally adopted on July 4, 1776.

Washington Takes Command

· Gage accused of being too timid, British army now controlled by Howe. 

· Howe brothers intended to move slowly and use their force to bully Americans into signing the loyalty oaths. 

· Washington forced the British to evacuate the city using cannons captured at Ticonderoga. 

· British fled to Nova Scotia and then to New York where they hoped to find loyalists to support their campaign and subdue Americans. Washington However, anticipated this and was waiting at New York. 

· Inexperienced American Troops were defeated at the Battles of Manhattan and Long Island. 

· During Winter Howe did not want to fight until spring because his troops were close to victory.

· Christmas Night- Battle of Trenton. Washington’s demoralized troops crossed the Delaware River and easily defeated surprised, drunken British troops. And proceeded to defeat them again a few days later at the Battle of Princeton.

· These two victories saved Americans from disintegrating completely. 

· Americans had some vital support from France because they hated Britain. 

Saratoga and Valley Forge

· General Burgoyne came down from Canada to meet Howe who was moving up the Hudson River. Howe decided to take Philadelphia and destroy Washington’s army. 
· Burgoyne’s troops met many hardships on their way down and were met by Horatio Gates and his colonial troops at Saratoga and were defeated. 

· Saratoga was the turning point of the war- gained much needed French support in the war against England, and raised American morale.

· Winter of 1777- Washington and his troops stayed at Valley Forge where they didn’t have many supplies and they were cold. Baron Von Steuben gave them good training here.

The British Move South

· British forced to depend on loyalists turned south because they hoped there would be more loyalists there. 

· Howe replaced by Henry Clinton who was ordered to abandon Philadelphia and march to New York and keep it as Britain’s main headquarters after narrowly avoiding another defeat.

· Troops split into New York and Southern campaign. 

· Congress alarmed at Britain’s success in the south sent Horatio Gates to oppose Cornwallis where they were defeated. This again lowered American morale and the outlook did not look good for a short period of time. 
· Mistakes by the British allowed Americans to regain morale and control in the south. 

Yorktown

· Cornwallis and his troops went to the peninsula of Yorktown Virginia. Washington jumped at this opportunity and sealed them in where they fought for three weeks, eventually leading to British surrender in October of 1781.

War At Sea

· U.S. had a small but daring Navy.

· John Paul Jones- most famous American naval leader

The Treaty of Paris of 1783

· American Negotiation team: Ben Franklin, John Adams, John Jay.

· Terms of the Treaty of Paris:
1.U.S. recognized as an independent nation
2. Western boundary set at the Mississippi River.
3. Northern boundary set at the 31 degree latitude line. 
4. Britain retained Canada but had to surrender Florida to Spain.
5. Private British creditors were free to collect debts owed by U.S. citizens
6. Congress was to recommend that states restore confiscated loyalist property.
The Creation of New Governments
The State Constitutions

· After collapse of British authority, new state constitutions were necessary. Ten new constitutions were formed by 1777.

· Ranged from extremely democratic to more conservative.

· Massachusetts set the example that constitution should be written by a special convention rather than the legislatures so that the constitution would be superior. 

· Most state constitutions included a bill of rights- list of things that the government was not supposed to do to the people. 

Articles of Confederation

· John Dickinson played a leading role in writing the articles of confederation.

· Articles preserved the sovereignty of the states and created a weak national government, despite what John Dickinson wanted. 

· All states had a vote and the consent of all was need to amend the articles. 

· Empowered to make treaties, determine amount of troops and money each state needed to contribute, and settle state disputes/admit new states to the union. It was not however allowed to levy taxes, raise troops, or regulate commerce. 

· Ratification delayed by disputes over western lands, especially Virginia who claimed rights to these lands but eventually surrendered. 

· Financial issues- inflation occurred, only grants and loans from other countries (France and Netherlands) helped them survive financially. 
· Tried to tax the states, but they didn’t want to be anything like Britain, therefore efforts for strong central government were quickly denied by states like Rhode Island. 

The Trans-Appalachian West and the Northwest Ordinance

· People wanted to expand to other lands west and north of the Ohio River during financial hardship.

· The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 provided a bill of rights for settlers and forbade slavery north of the Ohio River. 

· Probably the most important legislation of the articles of confederation.

· Defined the process for territories to become states. 

The Jay-Gardoqui Negotiations

· Americans still stuck in disadvantageous British trade system which led to a postwar economic depression.

· Secretary of Foreign Affairs began negotiating a treaty with Spanish minister Gardoqui which would grant lucrative commercial privileges in exchange for U.S. acceptance of closing the Mississippi River as an agricultural outlet for Spain. 

· Spanish wanted this in order to stop them from spreading out and possibly inhabiting Spanish-held lands. 

· Outraged the South and West, negotiations for Jay’s treaty ended. 

Shay’s Rebellion

· Western Massachusetts farmers desperate because of war debt and high taxes. 
· Led by Daniel Shays, they shut down courts to prevent judges from seizing property of condemning people to debtors’ prison for failing to pay taxes. 

· This created unrest and Boston citizens raised an army to suppress the army.  The army in combination with tax relief caused the rebellion to quickly die down. 

· Led people to feel that a stronger government may be necessary. 

