Equality and Hierarchy
1890-Present

Name







1. Classroom Climate
a. No blame/shame

b. Intent vs. impact

¢. Growth mind-set

d. Go Meta! (think about your learning)

2. Key Terms:
a. Hierarchy

b. Equality

c. Systematic

d. Institutionalized
e. Prejudice:

f. Stereotypes:

g. Racism:

h. Privilege:

) i. Periphery:
j. Caste:
k. Agency




3. Key Visuals

Hierarchy Equality
0%

100%

4. Key Frameworks:

a.

b.

Always teach agency before or with oppression

Racial hierarchies build on/co-exist with gender/class/immigration status/sexual
orientation/language/educational level hierarchies

Prejudice manifested in systems/institutionalized is racism—goal of anti-racism to
end the system of privilege not the prejudice

Civil rights is always deliberate




Equality and Hierarchy
1890s-1920s

Directions: As you read...

' HIGHLIGHT examples of hierarchy in yellow/pink

MARI answets to the questions with a 1,2, ot 3

HIGHLIGHT ways that people exercise agency against the system in green /blue
GO META two times (see backside) for directions on this.

Discussion Questions:
1. How are the arguments and facts of this article a RESULT of Reconstruction (its policies

and execution)?
9. How do convict leasing and lynching enhance the systematic hierarchy created during
1865-1896?
3. How do civil rights leaders of the time (Wells, Washington, Dubois) attack this inequality?
4. How does the Lost Cause myth impact this time period? |
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BOOKER T. WASHINGTON

Who Is Permanently Hurt?
June 1896

The United States Supreme Court has recently handed down a decision
declaring the separate coach law, or “Jim Crow" car law constitutional.
What does this mean? Simply that the separation of colored and white
passengers as now practiced in certain Southern States, is lawful and
constitutional. :

This separation may be good law, but it is not good common sense.
The difference in the color of the skin is a matter for which nature is
responsible. If the Supreme Court can say that it is lawful to compel all -
persons with black skins to ride in one car, and all with white skins to ride
in another, why may it not say that it is lawful to put all yellow people in
one car and all white people, whose sldn is sun burnt, in another car,
Nature has given both their color; or why cannot the courts go further.
and decide that all men with bald heads must ride in one car and all with
red hair still in another. Nature is responsible for all these conditions.

But the colored people do not complain so much of the separation,
as of the fact that the accommodations, with almost no exceptions, are
not equal, still the same price is charged the colored passengers as is
charged the white people. '

Now the point of all this article is not to malke a complaint against the
white man or the “Jim Crow Car” law, but it is simply to say that such
an unjust law injures the white man, and inconveniences the negro. No
race can wrong another race simply because it has the power to do so,
without being permanently injured in morals, and its ideas of justice.
The negro can éndure the tempotary inconvenience, but the injury to
the white man is permanent. It is the one who inflicts the wrong that is
hurt, rather than the one on whom the wrong is inflicted. It is for the
white man to save himself from this degradation that I plead.

If a white man steals a negro’s ballot, it is the white man who is perma-
nently injured. Physical death comes to the negro lynched — death of the
morals— death of the soul — comes to the white man who perpetrates the
Iynching. :

Booker T, Washington, “Who [s Permanently Hurt?" Bostor Our Day, June 1896, -



Black M@”Q ',‘Wh_ite Women, and the 'Mob

The Shipp and Smith case followed the general pattern of spectacle lynchings.
From 1882 until at least 1981, almost 4,800 African Americans were killed by extralegal
means—tortured, shot, hanged, or burned to death, mostly but not exclusively in the
South..“Varying only in degrees of torture and brutality,” writes Leon Litwack, “these
execution rituals were acted out jn every part of the South, Sometimes in small groups,
sometimes in massive numbers, whites combined the roles of judge, jury, and execu- .
tioner. Newspaper reporters dutifully reported the events under such lurid headlines as
‘Colored Man Roasted Alive,” describing in'graphié' detail the slow and methodical
agony and.death of the victim and devising a vocabulary that would befit the occasion.
The public.burning bf a Negro would soon be known as a ‘Negro Barbecize,’ reinforcing
the perception of blacks asless than human.” Litwack notes that thousands more blacks
who were murdered are not counted in the official lynching statistics: “As many if not
more 'b.la,cks, were victims of legal lynchings (speedy trials and executions), private
white violence, and ‘nigger hunts,” murdered by a variety of means in isolated rural sec-
tions and dumped into rivers and creeks." At times, -newspapers . ran headlines
announcing lynchings in advance, railroads ran spegial- pxcﬁ;sion trains to the sites or
added extra railroad cars, and schools were let out for the day: These were community
events like carnivals and street fairs. o

Although there were occasional highly publicized lynchings of blacks such as Shipp
and Smith in the Midwest and West in the early decades of the twentieth century, there
were also many cases in the late nineteenth century in which victims were Asian, Mex-
ican, Native American, or:white, lynched for crimes such as cattle rustling or cheating
at cards. These ocgurred in states where the population was sparse and there were no
courts. But in the South, lynching evolved into 4 semiofficial institation of terror against
blacks. Bstablished by Virginian Charles Lynch during the American Revolution, whio
set up his own court to punish Tories, “lynch law” came to be understood as execution
without due process of the law: But lynching only became a common practice follow-
ing the end of Reconstruction in 1877, when federal troops were withidrawn from the
Séuth. The withdrawal signaled the North’s abandoninent of its guarantee to ensure
the civil and political equality of freed black people atid its capitulation to the South's
demand that the problem be left to southérn white rile. * - ERER

While they. were slaves, blacks were considered valuable private property and
therefore punished only by their masters for any perceived transgressions. To kill a slave
was to incur an economic loss; the preferred punishment was whipping. Moreover,
mob violence not only endangered slave: property but also threatened the power of the
white planters. When execution of slaves was deemed necessary, planters preferred to
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IMAGERY OF LYNCHING

hand them over to the state, in large part because the state compensated planters for
executed slaves. ‘Thus it was mostly whites who were lynched before the Civil War.
Durmg the Civil War there were episodic lynchings where whites feared imminent
slave uprisings and used mass violence to intimidate the slave community.” Only when
slaves became free men and women did lynching become a common means of terror and
control aimed at preventing sexual liaisons betwieen black men and white women and at
keeping blacks as docile dependent laborers—preferably illiterate, without land, and
without a vote—and thus maintaining the former hierarchical conditions that had
obtained under slavery. Any suspected crimes against whites—even failing to step aside
for a white man or protesting a lynching—was considered sufficient cause to lynch
black peaple. The victims were predommantly men but also women and sometimes
families. In the late pineteerith and early twentieth century two or three black south-
erners were hanged burned at the stake, or simply murdered quietly every weelc, These
lynchings frequently included mutilation of the bodies, often cartied outby white mobs
that were undisguised and considered “the best citizens” of the town, including law
enforcement agents, elected officials, businessmen, teachers, 1awyers doctors, and
farmers. Historian Grace Blizabeth Hale recounts the * ‘well-choreographed” spectacle
lynching, which “opened with a.chase or jail attack, followed rapidly by the public
identification of .the captured African American by the alleged white victim or the
victim's relatives, announcement of the upcoming event to draw the crowd, and selec~
tion-and preparatlon of the site. The main event then-Began with a'period of mutila-

tion—often mcludmg emasculation—and torture to extract conféssions and entertain

the crowd, and built to a climax of slow burning, hanging, and/ or shooting to com-
plete the killing. The finale consisted of frenzied souvenir gathermg and chsplay of the
body and the collected parts.”® 2
Following the end of slavery, southern whites feared black male suffrage both
becatse of the economic and political threat it posed to their own rule, and because of
the threat of social integration it raised. As historian Marthd Hodes has shown, social
equality, for southern whites, became code for sex between black men and white
women, raising the specter of marriage and children of mixed Afncan and Buropean
heritage. Southern whites worried that such offspring would erode the “color line” on
which the rigid social hierarchy of economic power was based. Thus southern racism
produced a conflation of political and sexual fears that regarded the political enfran-
chisement of black men as a catalyst to the “rape” of white women. Consequently, the
“protection of white womanhood” became the most often cited reason for lynching,
while its most frequent targets were “uppity” or “troublesome” black men who refused
to subordinate themselves to the authority of whites or were economically successful,
or who were engaged in covert but consensual relations with white women. Lynching
was an attempt to emasculate the free African American male in both political and
physical terms, resulting in castration as the most common form of mutilation during

v
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Iynchings. Controlof the black male thys also meant control of the sexual desire of the
white woman and control over the black woman, who vas regularly raped by white
men, 2 widely known and widely concealed fact, The rape of black women also served
as ameans of controlling and humiliating black meq- “keeping them in their place”—
because they knew themselves to be helpless when it came o protecting their women

her own lynching in 1892 when she Wwrote in the newspaper Free Speech that three black
men were murdered in Memphis not for Supposedly raping white women but for oper-
ating a successful grocery store that competed with a white grocer. It was Wells who

to vote and to own property, but had beep relatively rare in the Civil War era, when
white men were largely absent from southern homes;

racial hierarchies that were no longer sanctioned by slavery in order to assure the con-

tfnuity of. comimunity class structures. Upper-class and poor whites united against

“blacks, who were isolated in a color caste system and forcibly kept at the bottom of the

<
economy.

One way of keeping them segregated at the botrom Was to prevent consensual
interracial alliances with whites, which appears to have been a factor in the Smith and

Shipp lynching, Mary Ball, the girl who cladmed to have been raped, was said by many
blacks to be the girlfriend of Abe Smith, a fact that muse have become embarrassing

&ang in which Mary Ball was the decoy that Jured young men to, the lovers’ Jane

‘where her companions, including Smith ang Shipp, then robbed them. Apparently a

the only story that cauld be told about g white girl in the company of black boys was
that it wag against her will, To prevent "miscegenau‘on,” the dominant story in 1930 was

)




{MAGERY OF LYNCHING

not the one told by blacks but the one told by whites, that Mary Ball was raped and in
need of white male protection. '

“Miscegenation” and the Construction of Race

The term miscegenation (from the Latin miscere, to mix, and genus, race) was coined as a
term of opprobrium during the presidential campaign of 1864 by the Democratic Party
as a way of criticizing Abraham Lincoln’s Republican Party. Although unacceptable
today except when used in a historically ironic coni:ext, other words that attempt to rep-
resent the sexual liaisons between people of different races and their offspring all seem
inadequate as well. I use the terms black and white to denote African American and
Buropean American, but there are other terms, each insufficient or derisive, that have
at various times come into common usage. For persons of mixed race, persons of color is
problématic because it connotes all those who are not white, leaving white -as an
unmarked universal signifier. Mulatto is.a word whose origins are unclear and whose
connotations are pejorative, so it is rarely used today. Bven interracial is questioned by
historians such as Martha Hodes as implying “fixed categories of race and therefore an
overly natural quality to those categories,” which mightbe even truer of the term bira-
cial® But miscegenation is the most sexdally and socially charged term, given that sex
between white women and black men in particular-was illegal and severely punished in
many states for many years. Sex between black men and white women was so loath-
some to white southerners and politicians because it was conflated with their fear of
black enfranchisement and the sbcial eguality that would destroy the facial hierarchy
that kept white men in political, social, and economic power. .

In the last decade or 50 there has been a proliferation of “whiteness” studies, begin-
ning with David R. Roediger’s The Wages of Whiteness: Race and the Making of the Amer-

* ican Working Class (x991) and crossing over a variety of fields, from labor studies to

anthrepology to history and culture studies. Film studies historian Richard Dyer has
been instrumental in-constructing a view of whiteness in relation to representation.
Dyer defines whiteness as a systematic if invisible or unmarked condition of privilege
that assumes whiteness-as a universal norm within representation. Race is not attrib-
uted to whites, but only t6 nonwhites: “Other people are raced, [while] we are just
people.” White people are imagined as individuals and as endlessly and ethnically
diverse; nonwhite groups are regarded as homogeneous and largely undifferentiated.
Within American representation in particular, the nonwhite subject is reduced to being
a function of the white subject, and white identity only exists in relation to the con-
struction of black and other nonwhite identities—even when these identities are not
present within any given representation’ S _

~ One of Dyer’s most provocative arguments concerns the gender ideals promoted by
Christian imagery for which, he contends, the white bWs. Main-

I
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ON LooKING

- faining a split between mind and body, the body is regarded-as inferior or even evil, but

Mary and Jesus, as female and male, maincain different relations of the body to the spirit.
“Mary is a vessel for the spirit,” observes Dyer; “she does nothing and indeed has no
carnal knowledge, but is filled with God; her purity (of which her virginity is only one
aspect) is a given of her nature, H&E&{{é&ﬁi&g achieved. Christ on thg other hand is Géd,
or rather he is simultaneously, again incomprehensibly, fully divine and fully human. The
signs of his humanity are his appetites, his temptations and his suffering. Both Mary and
Christ provide models of behavior and being to which humans may aspire. . .. In men
the model is of a divided nature and internal struggle between mind (God)-and body
(man), and of suffering as the supreme expression of both spiritual and physical striv-
ing.” Bor women, however, the model involves no sex:jse‘of striving or suffering over”
the temptations of the body buta passive form of self-denial and self-control to main-
tain a state of purity and grace. Thus it might be understood how the Christian white
men of the South rationalized their desire for black women as a natural form of temp:
tation and struggle of mind over body, while a similar desire on the part 6f white
women for black men could not be countenanced, or even imagined. “Wealth, charac-
ter, abi.lil:iés, accomplishments and position, have no effect to modify this aversion of
the white woman to a Negro-marital alliance,” pronounced Alabama senator John T,
Morgan in' 1890, adding, “The snows will fall from heaven in sooty.blackness, sooner
than the white women of the United States will consent to the maternity of Negro fam-
ilies.” Frederick Douglass countered, “If the thing is impossible to ‘happen no one
uld be afraid that it will happen,”s ’ A C
Whiteness as a condition structuted by the gender codes of Chfiétiam‘ty, however,
must'be severely circumscribed, since Christianity existed lon_g before “whiteness,” As
Dyer notes, Christianity is now a dominant religion in Aftica, South America, and the
black churches of. Burope and North America, Whites, however, are often oblivious to
the skin-color transformation of Jesus and Mary among black believers, as evidenced
recently by the stunned reaction of Rudolph Giuliani and his supporters to artist Chris
Ofili's Black Madonna when it was shown at the Brooklyn Museum of Art in 1999,
Although they were ostensibly outraged over the use of elephant dung as part of the
image, the explanation that elephant dung was used as a reverential material in Africa
had no mitigating effect, suggesting that the underlying issue was more likely the shock
of a black. Madonna and the small pornographic images that hinted at her sexuality.
Despite caveats, however, Dyer argues that Christianity “has also been thought and felt
in distinctly white ways for most of its history,” and cites, among other evidence, the
role of the Crusades in racializing Christians, and “the ready appeal to the God of
Christianity in the prosecution of doctrines of racial superiority and imperialism,” as
well as the establishment of a blond, blue-eyed image of Christ by the nineteenth cen.
tury. At the least, the appropriation of Christian gender codes in support of whiteness
may be understood as a modern and particulatly southern phenomenon,»
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IMAGERY OF LYNCHING

White women were thus considered naturally superior bécause of the purity of
their whiteness and thus could not have such desire or any sexual desire at all. This form
of purity was regarded as the embodiment of civilization by southern whites. The pro-
jection of sexuality onto dark races, as Sander Gilman has shown, is a means for whites
to represent yet dissociate themselves from their own desires. But itis only the white
male who struggles with a dual nature, tormented by sin in order to transcend it as
Christ transcended the pain of the cross through resurrection. The white female is
assigned a single, undivided nature; she isa vessel for reproduction who remains some-
how untouched by sexual drives and who, should she discover such drives, falls from the
pedestal of purity on which she has been placed by the southern white male. These
views are particularly notable in Ku Klux Klan discourse. The construction of white
female purity was dependent upon two images of blacké: black men as bestial and black
women as~deprayed. The black male as rapist was constructed as a “black beast” or
“black brute” while black women were also regarded as “lustful;” justifying their assault
and rape by white men; moreover, black women were commonly blamed for' the sup-
posed criminality of black men.® o

Whiteness, then, was different for-men and women. The dual nature of white men
allowed a “dark” side full of sexual longings, while white women were considered nat-
wrally pure and without 2 sexual nature, like the Virgin Mary, who reproduced without

" sex. A woman who made her sexual nature visible and succumbed ta its temptations

became a “fallen” woman, usually associated with pgor whites; she was represented in
film and literature-as always darker than her fair-haired sisters. By the late nineteenth
century, ideas about the purity of white womén, centered on the elite, increasingly
came to include poor women, but the matter of class remained ariibiguous at best. One
commentator wrote that the “few svhite women who have given birth to mulattoes
have always been regarded as monsters; and without exception, they have belonged to
the rhost impoverished and degraded caste of whites, by 'whom they are scrupulously
avoided as creatures who have sunk to the level of the beasts of the field.”* The south-
ern ideal of virginal white womanhood came to be €2 bodied by national cinema stars
jike Lillian Gish and Mary Pickford, whose ethereal screen persosas presented them as
virtual angels. But even white women such as Mary Ball, whom the police listed as a
prostitute, could not have been imagined engaging in consensual sex with black men.
It is now widély accepted that race is a mutable, ever-changing, and socially con-
structed phenomenon with no biological or genetic basis. White and black as skin

colors are unstable, unboun.d(ed, contingent categoties. ‘Nonetheless, as social and his-

torical constructs, racial identities have “contents and consequences,” as historian Bric

Arnesen notes.*In the South, elaborate calculations of degrees of blackness were devel-
. . y . y o . ‘
oped using such cdtegones as mulatto, quadroon; and octoroon; while in many states

the “one drop” rule eventually decreed that as much as one drop of black blood was

enough to make a person blagk(until 710 in Virginia, for example, a person could be 24

’
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ON LOOKING

percent black and still be considered white; from 1910 to 1924, the percentage dropped

to 15 percent; in 1924 the one-drop rule was adopted) % Since “whites do not existas'a

natural group, but only as a social and legal creation,” argues Ian Haney Lépez, “law
constructs race.”* From 1790 until 1952, being a “white person” was a requirement for
immigrants seeking to become American citizens, The courts defined “white” by decid-
ing on a case-by-case basis wha was not white, The significance of the one-drop rule of
racial descent, under which any known African ancestry renders one black, was codified
in Plessy v. Ferguson by the Supreme Court in 1896, which established segregation by the
doctrine “separate but equal,” Under this conception no mixed-race applicant petition-
ing the courts for citizenship was nat‘urahzed as “white.” But the concern over racial dift
ferentiation was precisely founded on the slipperiness and fragility of “whiteness,”
which depended not on white skin, which could bé deceptive according to the one-drop
rule, but on a set of ineffable characteristics connoting physical and spiritual superior-
ity that could never be definitively established, Thus it. seemed that whiteness was
always threatened and always needed to be defended.®

Madison suggests that the mﬂlmg crowd in the photograph of the Smith and Shlpp
lynching is not the lynch mob, but curious spectators who'arrived on the scene after the

mob had left, though the souvenirs of cloth clutched by the women in the foreground

seem to belie this conclusion. Most newspapers that pubhshed the phot:ograph espe-
cially the northern black press, assumed they were part of the mob. Beitler's picture
appeafed m the Chicago Defender; the New York World, the New York Amsterdam News, and
dozens of other publications over the next few decades. The Acme News Service in New
York acquired a copy in 1930 thateventually fousd its. way into the Bettmann Collection;

Magnum Photo Agency also acquired a print, and from these two major agencies many .-

others'readily obtained copies. The photo appeared in books as -well, including college
textbooks, historical overviews of the twentieth century; Alistair Cooke’s America in 1973,
Life in a special y988 issue devoted to race, twice in Newsweek in 1994, The Aftican Ameri-
can Atlas in 1998, and in a 1999 PBS television documentary on photography. It also
appeared in museums in the 1990s prior to the exhibition of the Allen-Littlefield collec-
tion, incdluding the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute in Alabama, the DuSable Museum
in Chicago, and the Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles. In these three museums as
well as in many of the books, the photo was unidentified by time and place. “It had
become the generic lynching photograph " writes' Madison, “suitable to illustrate the
point-of white racism and violence without considering when or where,"® The Amster-
dam News, however, which published the photograph in 1935 in support of an antﬂynch—
ing bill before Congress, highlighted the fact that-this lynching had not occurred in the

- South and played on the fear that lynching would move north along with the northern

migration of the black population, sarcastically observing, “The gleeful countenances of -
the mob members shown above, including that of the pregnant woman in the fore-
ground, demonstrate effectively the high level of culture in the ‘advanced’ Northern

.
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IMAGERY OF LYNCHING

srates.”® More recently, the photograph has been mobilized for multiple and changing
meanings, demonstrating that the significance of an image may be altered according to
context, In 1994 protesters opposed to the execution of an African American prisoner in

Indiana carried placards of the photo, and the rap group public Bnemy reproduced it for

the cover of their 1992 compact disc Hazy Shade of Criminal, explaining on the back cover
that boxer Mike Tyson, convicted in Indiana of rape, was “hanged the same Goddamn
way” as the “two black men in 1930 Indiana getting hanged for bullshit that they didn’tdo
based on cracker racism, jealousy, envy and greed.”®

" Lynching phoéographs were contemporaneous with the establishment of the
tabloid press, which spawnéd the slogan “If it bleeds, it leads,” filling newspapers with

“spectacles, scandals, and disasters. Both supporters and opponents of lynching pub-.
. lished photographs of tynchings in newspapers. But it Was as postcards that they circu-
lated most widely in the South. Postcards became a huge industry alongside oil,

railroad, steel, and meatpacking monopolies. Peddlers sold them door-to-door and ven-
dors stocked them in stores. “Byen though the postcard sold for only pennies,” notes
Robert Snydet, “the appetite for them was so voracious thdt retail sales reached the phe-

. notrienal amount-of $50 million by 1909.” Most lynching cards were black and white,

others color-tinted and even stereographic. Lynching images also ranged from a single
photographtoa ffteen-card series. The statement about community values and civic

‘pride made by such postcards cannot be underestimated: usually postcards pictare the

best a community has to offer. “Bncoded in lynching cards for generations to come,”
observes Snyder, “were rhessages that community virtues were protected, and to what
extent town fathers would go to realize the ideal.”®

"The a{uglience for 1ynching~p'ostcai;ds was white, of course. Katharine “Blossie”
Bailey, who had led -the.branch of the Marion NAACP since its founding in 1919, spear-
headed the effort in, 1930 to bring the lynchers of Abe Smith and Thomas Shipp to jus-

" tice, though no ong, was ever prosecuted for the crime. Rurious at the sale of the

photographs, however, she also threatened to take Beitler to court and éventually con-
vinced the state police £o stop sales. In Terre Haute, 140 miles away, shops sold post-
cards of, Beitler’s picture until that city’s NAACP also stopped it Lynching postcards
were sent through the mail to friends and relatives but were also used as a form of
harassment. A Unitarian ministet in New: York, John H. Holmes, who had condemned

- lynching, feceived a picture postcard-on which the sender wrote: “This is the way we

do them down here. The last lynching has not been put on.a card yet. Will putyou on
our regular mailing list. Expect one a month on the average.”” By 1908,-sending lynch-
ing cards through the mail was made illegal, but the trade in postcards merely went
underground. ' : . : ’

The verso sides of lynching postcards also reveal the exultant state of mind of the
senders, the'sensé of participation in a historic moment worthy of commemoration, and
‘the proud enactment of white masculine power defending the old ordes. For example,

¥

13



ON LOOKING

on a postcard showing the lynching of Allen Brooks from Elk’s Arch in Dallas on March |
3, 1910, aMONg 2 huge crowd of spectators, the sender wrote on the back: “Well John— i
This is a token of a great day we had in Dallas, March 3, a Negro was hung for an assault

on a three year old girl. I saw this on my noon hour. [ was very much in the bunch, You

can see the Negro hangingona telephone pole.” Around the border of the image onthe -

ffont; he added: ‘All OK and would like to geta post from you. Bill, This was some Raw
Bunch.” Until accused By another servant of assaulting the child, Allen Brooks was.a
rrusted elderly servant of the'H.]. Buvens family, When his naked and mutilated corpse
was pulled up the arch at the end of a rope, a mob leader was allegedly heard to say, “You
did the work of men today and your deeds will resound in every state, village, and hamlet
where purity and innocence are cherished and bestiality and lechery condemned.”” Since
“men” was a universal signifier for “white men,” this was an unvarnished assertion of
white masculine hegemony. , ‘ : . .

In another horrifying examplé, ffteen thousand men, women, and children crowded
into City Hall Square in Waco, Texas, to witness the burning of seventeen-year-old
Jesse Washington, a boy who had allegedly confessed to the killing of a white wornan
for whom he had worked. According to an NAACP report by white suffragist Elisabeth

Freeman, the attack was an example of an enraged employee striking out in anger at -

an overbearing boss, but after Washington's arrest it was annotinced that he had raped
the woman.as well as murdered her. In a rigged trial, in which the jury deliberated for
four minutes before pronounéing him guilty, Washington’s court—appointedi lawyer
failed to point out that the physicién‘who exinﬂned‘ the body had made no mention
whatever of evidence of sexual assaglt. It was the charge of rape that most inflamed
the crowd, which seized Washington in the packed courtroom and hauled him out to
be lynched. First he was beaten with shovels and bricks and then castrated. An NAACP
igvg,s_tigaporfgund a young manicurist who was one of the feﬁvmﬂling to go

“onrecerd with her.description of the scene. The investigator recorded that “it Was

ggg@gglly}sg_gwmhaisaquhiag.WE,S, going to happen, and yzb_e’r_x_they heard the noise

eve ryb.ody_wshedtoihe.wiﬁdgws,' ?BQ.&ML&ﬂd.sammém—uﬂseqc_—tﬂ\@mand]
others say . . . that they were carrying the proof around in a handkerchief showing it
as a souvenir.”” Washington's ears were cut off and he was hanged from a tree by an
iron chain above a fire of boxes and sticks. Still alive, the wailing boy tried to climb the

hot chain, for which his fingers were cut off. “The executioners repeatedly lowered the

boy into the flames and hoisted hiin out again, With each repetition, a mighty shout’

was-raised,” records James Allen.” “Such a demonstration as of people gone mad. was
never heard before,” wrote the Waco Times-Herald.® Washington’s burned remains
were then lassoed by a man on a horse and dragged through town, followed by 2
group of young boys. o 4 .

A local professional photographer pamed Pred A. Gildersleeve—reputedly tipped

. off by the mayor, who gota share of the profits—arrived in.time to set up his camera

’
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[MAGERY OF LYNCHING

and quickly printed his photographs as postcards that sold for ten cents apiece, less than
¢he asking price for other lynching souvenirs, such as links from the chain used to hang

Washington (twenty-five cents) Ot Washington’s teeth (five dollars)” Gildersleeve’s pho-

tograph (FIG. 3) shows the burning of the body beyond recognition. Only stumps of legs
are left on Wiashington's charred corpse, su;rounded by the hardened faces of young

~white men. On the back of the postcard in the Allen-Littlefield collection the sender

wrote, “This is the Barbecue we had last night. My picture is to the left with a cross over
it, yomir son, Joe.” The cross is now a round ink smudge above the head of the sender in

the lower left, The postcard records for posterity and for the pride of his parents the

~ image of Joe Meyers, an oiler at the Bellmead car department and 2 Waco resident”

Meyers also recqrds his sense of history and his role in it, sharirg with his parents the
pleasures of looking. No wonder NAACP director James Weldon Johnson declared,
“Lynching in the United States has resolved itself into problem of saving black Amer-
jca’s body and white America’s soul.”” ' . .

" The phdtographs were meant to-stay among the white supremacist masses. When
the NAACP mveseigatof, Blisabeth Freeman, asked for pictures of City Hall, the court-

house, and the judge. after the lynching of Jesse Washington, claiming she wanted to -

show people Up north that Waco was a nice, friendly place, the mayor and the sheriff

© were reluctant to circulate pictures to outsiders. They finally agreed, but Gildersleeve

told Freeman, “We have quit selling the mob photos. This step was raken because our
‘City dads’ objected on the grounds of ad publicity. " Freernan found that the local

rowmspeople atid press approved of the lynching but not of mutilating and draggipg the ™

charred torso through the tow; which they undoubtedly knew would appe {péxcessive

to outsiders. She wrote 2 lengthy article for The Crisis, the main organ of the NAACP

which added a special eight-page supplement on “The Waco Horror”; one of Gilder-
sleeve’s images appeared on the cover at the insistence of editor W.E.B. Du Bois over
the doubts of the NA:ACP'S board members. Copies were distributed to 700 NEwWspa-

pets, a1l the members of Congress, and prominent individuals in the arts and politics, a5
well as the 42,000 who subscribed to The Crisis. The photographs provoked both

. regional and national condemnation, though some regarded whites as the greater vic-

tims in this crime. The Houston Chronicle and Herald, for example, wrote, “The Chroni-
cle leaves him [Washington] entirely out.of consideration. It is not him, nor his race,
that has been affected; it is the hundreds of whites who participated, the thousands who
looked on, the millions who will read.” The San Frdncisco Bulletin concluded that “the

strangest delusion in connection with lynching is that it is the victim who suffers most.-

. n reality itis the community who is lynched.” Concern for the soul of white America

subordinated the body of black America; nonetheless, this became an important ele-
cw '

ment of anglynching activism in the 19308.
iying pr d the blac
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“I HAVE A DREAM”; 4 PRIMARY SOURCEBOOX

Tvpic Three
Discordant
Voices

Magara Mowvement ‘Address to the Nation”
éy W.E. B. DuBois (Harper’s Ferry, z906)

N DETAIL OUR DEMANDS ARE CLEAR AND UNEQUIVOCAL, FIRST, WE
IWould vote; with the right to vote goes everything: Freedon, manhood, the honor of
your wives, the chastity of your daughters, the right to work, and the chance to rise, and
let no man listen to those who deny this.

We want full manhood suffrage, and we want it now, henceforth and forever.

SECOND. We want discrimination in public accommodation to cease. Separation in
railway and street cats, based simply on race and color, is un-American, un-democratic,
and silly. We protest against all such discrimination.

"THIRD. We daim the right of freemen to walk, tall, and be with them that wish to
be with us. No man has a right to choose another man’s fiiends, and to atterapt to do so
is an impudent interfesence with the most fundamental human ptivilege,

FOURTH. We want the laws enforced against rich as well as poor; against Capital-
ist as well as Laborer; against white as well as black, We are not more lawless than the
white race, we are more often arrested, convicted, and mobbed. . .,

FIFTH » We want our children educated. The school system in the country distriets of
the South is a disgrace and in few towns and cities are Negro schools what they ought
to be, We want the national government to step in and wipe out illiteracy in the Seuth,
Either the United States will destroy ignorance or ignorance will destroy the United
States. . .. '

"These are some of the chief things which we want, How shall we get them? By voting
where we may vote, by persistent, unceasing agitation; by hammering at the truth, by
sactifice and worl,

We do not believe in violence, meither in-the-despised violence of the raid nor the lauded
violence of the soldier, nor the barbarous violence of the mob, but we do believe in John
Brown, in that incarnate spirit of justice, that hatred of a lie, that willingness to sac-
rifice money, reputation, and life itself on the altar of right. And here on the scene of
John Brown's martyrdom we reconsecrate ourselves, our honor, our property to the final
emancipation of the race which John Brown died to make free,
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Read the following poem

The Bitter River
by Langston Hughes

(Dedicated to the memory of Charlie Lang and Emest Green, each Sfourteen
yoars old when lynched together beneash the Shubuta Bridge over the Chicha-
sawhay River in Mississippi, October 12, 1942.)

There is a bitter civer
Flowing through the South,
Too long has the taste of its water
Been in my mouth.
There is a bitter river
Dark with filth and mud.
Too long has its evil poison
Poisoned my blood.
Pve drunk of the bitter river
And its gall coats the red of my tongue,
Mixed with the blood of the lynched boys
" From its iron bridge hung,
Mixed with the hopes that are drowned there
In the snake-like hiss of its stream
Where I drank of the bitter river
That strangled my dream:
The book studied—but useless,
Tools handled—but unused,
+ Knowledge acquired but thrown away
Ambition battered and bruised.
Oh, water of the bitter river
With your taste of blood and clay,
You reflect no stars by night,
No sun by day.
_The bitter river reflects no stars—
It gives back only the glint of steel bats

What is the date of this piece?

What has changed since our first experience with Langston Hughes? What has remained
the same? (think tone, subject matter) ' -

What is the bitter river? 3
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Two Poems by Langston Hughes

Langston Hughes wrote about how it felt to be African
American, from the pain of racial prejudice to his deep pride
in his culture and heritage. The two poems below are among
his most famous.

The Negro Speaks of Rivers
I've known rivers: .
I've known rivers ancient as the world and older than the flow of human
blood in human veins.

My soul has grown deep like the rivers. . A langston Hughes

I bathed in the Euphrates when dawns were young.}

I'built my hut near the Congo and it lulled me to sleep.

Ilooked upon the Nile and raised the pyramids above it.

I heard the singing of the Mississippi when Abe Lincoln went down to
New Orleans, and I've seen its muddy bosom turn all golden in the
sunset. '

T've known rivers:

. ; Harlem street scene,
Ancient, dusky rivers. e/

, 19205 >
My soul has grown deep like the rivers, e

My People
The night is beautiful,
So the faces of my people.

The stars are beautiful,
So the eyes of my people,

Beautiful, also, is the sun,
Beautiful, also, are the souls of my people,

Brewer

Thinking Critically

1. Analyze Literature In “The Negro Speaks of Riv-
ers,” what point do you think Hughes is making
when he names four rivers at four different periods
of histary?

2. Make Inferences How would you describe the
speaker's attitude toward being African American
in these poems?

1. The Euphrates is a fiver in the Middle East, The Nile
and the Congo are tivers in Aftica,
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Topic Four

Harlem
Renatssanice

Racial Settlement and Redlining tn Boston i)

Minority Population as a Percentage
of Census Fract Population
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“l HAVE A DREAM”; 2 PRIMARY SOURCEBOOK

Topic Four
Harlem
Renaissance

Walter H. White to jg;se Owens, unsent letter (55

T 1§ MY FIRM CONYICTION THAT THE ISSUE OF PARTICIPATION IN
the 1936 Olympics, if held in Germany under the present regime, transcends all other

-issues. Participation by American athletes, and especially those of our own race which

has suffered more than any other from American race hatred, would, I firmly believe, do
irreparable harm. . . . This sorry world of ours is apparently becoming in a fumbling way

- to realize what prejudice against any minority group does not only to other minorities

but to the group which is in power. The very preeminence of American Negro athletes
gives them the unparalleled opportunity to strike a blow-at racial bigotry. . ..

But the moral issue involved is, in my opinion, far greater than the immediate or future
benefit to the Negro as a race. If the Hitlers and Mussolinis of the world are successful

it is inevitable that dictatorships based upon prejudice will spread throughout the world,

as indeed they are now ‘spreading. Defeat of dictators before they become too firmly en-
trenched would, on the other hand, deter nations which through fear or other unworthy
emotions are tending towards dictatorships. . . .

It is also historically true that such reactionary dictatorships pick out the most vulner-
able group as its first victims. In the United States it would be the Negro who would be
the chief and first sufferex, just as the Jews have been made the scapegoats of Hitlerism
in Nazi Germany. .
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Handout 3: “Why | Quit the Klan”—An Interview with
C. P. Ellis

C.P. b:llis was born in 1927 and was 53-yedrs-old at the time of this interview with Studs
Terkel. At one time he was president (Exalted Cyclops) of the Durham chapter of the Ku Klux
Klan,|and lived in Durham, North Carolina.

All my life, I had work, never a day without work, worked all the overtime I could get
and still could not survive financially. I began to see there's something wrong with this
country. I worked my butt off and just never seemed to break even. I had some real
greatjideas about this nation, They say to abide by the law, go to church, doright and live
for the Lord, and everything'll work out. But it didn’t work out, It just kept getting worse
and v'vorse

Trym to come out of that hole, I just couldn’t do it. I really began to getbitter. I didn’t
knowi who to blame. I tried to find somebody. Hatin America is hard to do because you
can'tlsee it to hate it. You gotta have somethin to look at to hate. The natural person for
me t | hate would be Black people, because my father before me was a member of the
Klanl. :

So I began to admire the Klan... To be part of somethin. ... The first night I went
with the fellas . . . I was led into a large meeting room, and this was the time of my life!
It was thrilling. Here s a guy who's worked all his life and struggled all his life to be
somethmg, and here’s the moment to be something. I will never forget it. Four robed
Klansmen led me into the hall. The lights were dim and the only thing you could see was
an xllummated cross... After I had taken my oath, there was loud applause goin through-
out the buildin, musta been at least 400 people. For this one little ol person. It was a
thrilling moment for C. P. Ellis...

he majority of [the Klansmen] are low-income Whites, people who really don’t
have a part in something. They have been shut out as well as Blacks. Some are not very
well educated either. Just like myself. We had a lot of support from doctors and lawyers
and police officers.

M ybe they’ve had bitter. experiences in this life and they had to hate somebody. So
the natural person to hate would be the Black person. He’s beginnin to come up, he’s

_ beginnin to . . . start votin and run for pohtxcal office. Here are White people who are

suppgsed to be superior to them, and we're shut out... Shut out. Deep down inside, we
want to be part of this great society. Nobody listens, so we join these groups...

e would go to the city council meetings and the Blacks would be there and we'd
be there. It was a confrontation every time.,. We began to make some inroads with the
city councilmen and county commissioners, They began to eall us friend. Call us at night

* on the telephone: “C. P, glad you came to that meeting last night.” They didn’t want

1nteqat10n either, but they did it secretively, in order to get elected. They couldn’t stand
up openly and say it, but they were glad somebody was sayin it, We visited some of the
city leaders in their homes and talked to em privately. It wasn't long before councilmen
would call me up: “The Blacks are comin up tonight and makin outrageous demands.

* How habout some of you people showin up and have a little balance?"...

'2’d load up our cars and we'd fill up half the council chambers, and the Blacks the
otherfhalf. During these times, I carried veapons to the meetings, outside my belt. We'd
go there armed. We would wind up jus. hollerin and fussin at each other, What hap-
pened? As a result of our fightin one another, the city council still had their way. They
didn’t want to give up control to the Blacks nor the Klan, They were usin us.

Copyright © 1988 by BIll Bigelow and Norman Diamond www.cvilrightsteaching.org
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I began to realize this later down the road. One day I was walkin downtown and a
certain city council member saw me comin, I expected him to shake my hand because he
was talkin o me at night on the telephone. I had been in his home and visited with him, He
crossed the street [to avoid me]... I began to think, somethin’s wrong here. Most of em
are merchants or maybe an attorney, an insurance agent, people like that. As long as they
kept low-income Whites and low-income Blacks fightin, they’re gonna maintain control. I
began to get that feelin after I was ignored in public. I thought . you're not gonna use
me any more. That's when I began to do some real serious thmkm

The same thing is happenmg in this country today. People are being used by those in
control, those who have all the wealth. I'm not espousing communism. We got the greatest
system of government in the world, But those who have it simply don’t want those who
don’t have it to have any part of it. Black and White, When it comes to money, the green,
the other colors make no difference,

I spent a lot of sleepless nights. I still didn’t likc Blacks. I didn’t want to associate with
them. Blacks, Jews, or Catholics, My father said: “Don’t have anything to do with em.”
didn’t until I met a Black person and talked with him, eyeball to eyeball, and met a Jewish
person and talked to him, eyeball to eyeball. I found they're people just like me, They
cried, they cussed, they prayed, they had desires. Just like myself. Thank God, I got to the
point where I can look past labels. But at that time, my mind was closed,

Iremember one Monday night Klan meeting. I said something was wrong, Our city
fathers were using us, And I didu’t like to be used. The reactions of the- others was not too
pleasant: “Let’s just keep fightin them niggers.”

I'd go home at night and I'd have to wrestle with. myself. I'd look at a Black person
walkin down the street, and thé guy'd have ragged shoes or his clothes would be worn.
That began to do something to me inside. I went through this for about six months. I felt I
just had to get out of the Klan, But I wouldn’t get out...

[Ellis was invited, as a Klansman, to join a committee of people from all walks of life
to make recommendations on how to solve racial problems in the school system. He very
reluctantly accepted. After a few stormy meetings, he was elected co-chair of the com-
mittee, along with Ann Atwater, a Black woman who for years had been leading local
efforts for civil rights.}

A Klansman and a militant Black woman, co-chairmen of the school committee. It
was impossible, How could I work with her? But it was in our hands, We had to make it a
success. This gave me another sense of belongin, a sense of pride. This helped the
inferiority feeling I had. A man who has stood up publicly and said he despised Black
people, all-of a sudden he was willin to work with em. Here’s a chance for a low-income
White man to be somethin. In spite of all my hatted for Blacks and Jews and. liberals, I
accepted the job. Her and I began to reluctantly work together. She had as many problems
workin with me as I had workin with her,

-One night, I-.called her: “Ann, you and I should have a lot of dtfferences and we got
em now. But there’s somethin laid out here before us, and if it’s gonna be a success, you -

- andIare gonna have to make it one,‘Can we lay aside some of these feelins?” She said:

“I'm willing if you are.” I said: “Let’s do it.” )
My old friends would call me at night: “C. P., what the hell is ‘wrong with you? You're

o sellin out the White race.” This begin.to make me have guilt feeling Am I doin right? Am I

doin wrong? Here I am all of a sudden makin an about-face and tryin to deal with my
feelins, my heart. My mind was beginnin to open up. I was beginnin to see what was right
and what was wrong. I don’t want the ¥id- “o fight forever..,

One day, Ann and I went back to the school and we sat dowin. We began to talk and
just reflect... I begin to see, here we are, two people from the far pnds of the fence, havin

Y
A
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ident{cal problems, except hers bein Black and me bein White... The amazing thing about
i, her and 1, up to that point, has cussed each other, bawled each other, we hated each
other! Up to that point, we didn’t know each other. We didn’t know we had things in-
common...

I!he whole world was openin up, and I was leaming new truths that I had never
leamtlad before. I was beginning to look at a Black person, shake hands with him, and see
him as a human bein, I hadn’t got rid of all this stuff. I've still got a little bit of it But
somethin was happenin to me...

1come to work one momning and some guys says: “We need a union.” At this time I
wasn|t pro-union. My daddy was antilabor too. We're ot gettin paid much, we’re havin
to work seven days in a row. We're all starvin to death... I didn’t know nothin about
organizin unions, but I knew how to organize people, stir people up. That's how I got to

be business agent for the union.

hen I began to organize, I began to see far deeper. I begin to see people again bein
used./Blacks against Whites... There are two things management wants to keep: all the
money and all the say-so. They don’t want none of these poorworkin folks to have none
of that. I begin to see management fightin me with everythin they had. Hire antiunion law
ﬁrms‘l badmouth unions, The people were makin $1.95 an hour, barely able to get through

weekends...

It makes you feel good to go into a plant and ... see Black people and Wﬁite people

- join hands and defeat the racist issues [union-busters] use against people...

Thell people there's a tremendous possibility in this country to stop wars, the battles,
the struggles, the fights between people. People say: “That’s an impossible dream. You
sound like Martin Luther King.” An ex-Klansman who sounds like Martin Luther King. I
don’t'think it's an impossible dream. It’s happened in my life. It’s happened in other
people’s lives in America... Co

hen the news came over the radio that Martin Luther King was assassinated, I got
on the telephone and begin to call other Klansmen... We just had a real party... Really
rejoiéin ¢cause the son of a bitch was dead. Our troubles are over with. They say the
older{you get, the harder it is for you to change. That’s not necessarily true. Since I
changed, I've set down and listened to tapes of Martin Luther King. I listen to it and

tears come to my eyes cause I know what he’s sayin now. I know what’s happenin.

Copyright © 1980 by Studs Terkel, Reprinted with permission from Studs Terkel, Anerican Drearns: Lost
and Found (New York: Pantheon Books, Random House, Inc., 1980)
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Directions: Read each of the quotations and explain if the person would be for or against
the Civil Rights movement and why. Pleage write the answers in the margins. The
quotations are based on the article in Look magazine where the Bryants confessed 'to their
role in Bmmett’s death.

Then, write two paragraphs about how YOU feel about the Till murder and the video we
watched. Please refer to a specific part of the video or these leiters at least twice.

Letters to the Editor

...The Shocking Story &f Approved Killing in Mississippi (By William Bradford Hule, Look
January 24) is a magnificént piece of journalism...The atticle did sothething very valuable about
thls case. For ug, the public, whose hearts wete tomn by it, this article took the sinisterness out of
this thing; by holding it up to truth, we saw all these people in three dimensions: We could see
how the taen acting out of their own background could do this thing and fee! justified; and we
saw the boy, acting out of his convictions toa. It also made the women appear more decent; after
all they had tried indeed to keep the news of the incident away from thelr men — they were not -
sadistic trouhle makers, as the newspapers had given the impression...The man who wiote the,

.artiele must be a wonderful reporter. Many, maty thanks.

Dora Berezov .
New York, New York

...J want to cancel my subscription to your magazine at once, I will not have my home
contaminated with., filthy, dishonest articles...

Mrs, W, R. Prevost

Utica, Mississippi

The South and many other sections of the country...thank you for your article...The killing was a
most unfortunate affair to be true. More unfortunate was the failure of the press to give an
unbiased, objective report of the whole incident, No race in the world has made as much progress
as the Southern Negro since he was set free as a slave 90 years ago. The southern white man has
contributed gladly to that advancement and will continve to do so, if social reformers who know
little about our problem will tet us work it out in our own way...

Lee B, Weathers

Publisher, Shelby Daily Star

Shetby, North Carolina

.Minorities all over the country are indebted to your stand on this brutal slaying...
AJ/C Howard L. Austin, US.A.F
Geneva, New York

...To publish this story, of which no one is proud, but which was certeinly justified, smacks loudy
of circulation hunting, Roy Bryant and J. W, Milam did what had to be done, and theit courage in
taking the course they did is to be commended. To have followed any other course would fiave
been unrealistic, cowardly-pnd not in the best intorest of their family or country.

Richard Lauchli C

Collinsville, Llinois

. Yourtexposé of the Till case was dane with candid but restrained technique, You are to be,

complimentad for your willingness to stick yout neck out in this manner for the sake of justice...
Samuel H. Cassel D.D. ' \
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The Fairview Baptist Church
Cleveland. Ohio

«.[f this case is not reopened and the guilty punished, [ shall laugh at the word “justice,"
William T. Bates
Folsom, Petinsylvania

...What I condernn is the article's underlying current of emotion directed against the entire south, .
an emotion which must of its nature provoke feelings of aversion and antipathy against the
innocent as well as the guilty.

James E, Brown

New Orleans, Louisiana

L.After reading [the amcle], I am... ashamed to admit that I am a Southerner,
Artold L. McLain,BMI1, U.S.N, -
San Francisco, California

«. If you are slurting the people of Mississippi because they did not candemnt the two white men,

then remind yourself that the two men did net deliberately start the chain of action, For that

matter, neither did the Till boy. All of it was precipitated by backgrounds and events outside the

main actots in the drama, Regrettable to be sure, But you and I are as much to blame for the
killing as the ones who were directly involved...The things is done and nothing anyene can do

will bring the Till boy back, but if we fail to leam the obvious lessons from this, there will be

other and worse such cases...

C. R, L. Rader ‘

Marion, North Carolina

. [f the Till boy wete my own son, and he were white in color (as I am) and he conducted himself
by molesting a Negro woman...I would approve and understand if the Negro husband did
likewise..

Walter Tate

Brooklyn, New York

.Can you il any nurber of "unbiased" versions change the single deadly...fact that had Emamett
Till been a white boy, his approaches to Carolyn Bryant...would very probably have been laughed
aside as teen-age bmsteromness?...

-Ann J, Chisholm

Palmdale, California

«.I'm not saying the boy did the right things, but neither has anyone the right to take the law into
his own hands.
Mrs, Jerome McAndrews

_ Lost Nation, Iowa

..~You are champions of the NAACP...
Joha Barber
Montgomery, Alabama
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Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka Kansas (1954)

In 1950 Kansas state law allowed local school boards to segtegate
schoolchildren, although they were not required to do so. The dity of Topeka
chose to segregate its elementary schools by race.

In September of 1950 Oliver Brown, who was black, took his third-
grade daughter Linda to register at the school closest to their home, which
was a white school. She was refused registration, and was told to enroll at a
black elementary school much further from her home. Oliver Brown '
contacted the NAACP and agreed to allow his case to be used to test the -
constitutionality of segregation in education. The case was combined with
other similar cases from other states, and argument was heard before the
United States Supreme Court in 1954, In argument before the Court, the
NAACP agreed that the school facilities in Topeka for blacks were "equal” to
those for whites, but argued that the segregation nevertheless violated the
fourteenth amendment. '

The Court's Decision in “Brown"

: In Brown v. Board of Education the Supreme Court voted unardmously to declare
] that segregation in education was an unconstitutional violation of the fourteenth

: amendment. The court agreed with the argument of the NAACP that even if the school -
l ‘ facilities were equal, the mere fact of segregation created damaging feelings of inferiority

§ : in Back children. In so ruling, the court overturned the precedent it had set in "Plessy"
% | S 58 years previously, and created a new precedent that would force the end of Jim Crow
| 1 haws in all aspects of American life, What follows is excerpted from the "Brown"
ecision: ‘ '
| . "“We come then to the question presented: does the segrega tHon of childten in
: | public schools solely on the basis of race, even though the physical facilities and other
“tangible" factors may be equal, deprive the children of the minerity group of equal
educational opportunities? We believe thatitdoes, ~ |

+ » « Segregation of White and colored children in public schools has a detrimental
effect upon the colored children, The impact is greater when ithas the sanction of the
law; for the policy of separating the races is usually interpreted as denoting the ‘
inferiority of the negro group. A sense of inferiority affects the motivation of a child to
learn. Segregation with the sanction of law, therefore, has a tendency to [retard] the
educational and mental development of negro children and fo deprive them of some of
the benefits they would receive in a raclally integrated school system,

Whatever may have been the extent of psychological knowledge at the time of
Plessy v, Ferguson, this finding is amply supported by modem authority. Any language
in Plessy v. on contrary to this finding is rejected.,

- We conclude that in the fleld of pablic education the doctrine of "separate but
equal” has no place. Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal. Therefore,
we hold that the plaintiffs. . . are. . . deprived of the equal protection of the laws
guaranteed by the fourteenth amendment.” :

| 3 ~tangible: concrete, ~detrimental: negative,
-sanction; official approval, ~dlenoting: symbolizing.
, _ ~retard: slow down. ~inherently: by definition.
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Highlight or otherwise mark the moments in this address where Governor Barnett
challenges the Coustitution or the validity of the actions of the US National Government.
Next to each part, write down if YOU think it is a valid argument and why or why not.

«Lrnor Ross Barnetf's Proclamation
to the People of Mis