The Gilded Age: Power and Privilege
Directions:

I: For your assigned group (this packet), identify:

1. Who are you?

2. Where do you live?

II. HOMEWORK .
Annolight your packet marking/writing notes that would help to fill in part III below
(you will do this in class tomorrow with your group)

IIT: Classwork (to do with your group in class)

1. How much power does your historical character have during the time? Put a
percentage # on the spectrum below.

Amount of Power: 0% 100%

Provide four examples of WHY you put your number where you did.

2. How much agency (power to change their lives) does your historical figure have?

Amount of Agency: 0% 100%

Provide four examples of WHY you put your number where you did.



3. Does your historical figure represent individualism or collectivism?

0% 100%

Provide four examples of WHY you put your number where you did.

IV: The Gilded Age

gilded — based on pretense; deceptively pleasing
gild
tr.v. gild ed or gilt (git), ﬁild ing, gilds
1. To cover with or as if with a thin layer of gold.
2. To give an often deceptively attractive or improved appearance to.

3. Archaic: To smear with blood.
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/gilded 12/4/2006

Read the definition of the Gilded Age above. Does your historical figure or person
represent the gold layer or the grittiness underneath?

Provide four examples for your answer.

V: Prepare a group motto for your group based on the amount of power and privilege
you have. Prepare three pieces of evidence to share that prove your motto.



VI: As your classmates present, take notes on the amount of power and privilege they
have. Get specific details.

a) Elite

b) People living in the West

¢) Union Member

d) Poor

~ e) Chinese Immigrant

f) Captain of Industry/Robber Barons

g) European Immigrant

h) Government Official

i) Farmer

j) Women and Chid Labor (marginalized laborers)



VI: As your classmates present, take notes on the amount of power and privilege they
have. Get specific details.

a) Elite

b) People living in the West

¢): Union Member

d) Poor

e) Chinese Immigrant

f) Captain of Industry/Robber Barons

g) European Immigrant

h) Government Official

i) Farmer
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ENTREPRENEURS

Edison and Westinghouse were rare examples of inventors with
the luck and foresight to get rich from the industries they created. The
great captains of commerce were more often pure entrepreneurs, men
skilled mainly in organizing and promoting industry. Several post—Civil
War entrepreneurs stand out both for their achievements and for their
special contributions: John D. Rockefeller and Andrew Carnegie, for
their innovations in organization; J. Pierpont Morgan, for his develop-
ment of investment banking; and Richard Sears and Alvah Roebuck, pi-
oneers of mail-order retailing. ,

ROCKEFELLER AND THE OIL TRUST Born in New York State, the
son of a flamboyant, adulterous con man and a frugal, devout Baptist
mother, Rockefeller moved as a youth to Cleveland. Soon thereafter, his
father abandoned his family and started a new life under an assumed
name with a second wife. Raised by his mother, John Rockefeller devel-
oped a passion for systematic organization and self-discipline. He was
obsessed with precision, order, and tidiness. And early on, he decided
to bring order and rationality to the chaotic oil industry.

Cleveland’s railroad and ship connections made it a strategic location
for servicing the oil fields of western Pennsylvania. The first oil well was
struck in 1859 in Titusville, Pennsylvania, and led to the Pennsylvania
oil rush of the 1860s. As oil could be refined into kerosene, which could
be used in lighting, heating, and cooking, the economic importance of
the oil rush soon came to outweigh that of the California gold rush of
just ten years before. If it duplicated many of the earlier scenes of disor-
der, it ended by yielding more wealth. Well before the end of the Civil
Wiar, derricks checkered the area, and refineries sprang up in Pittsburgh
and Cleveland.

Young Rockefeller, blessed with icy efficiency and tenacious daring,
recognized the potential profits in refining oil and backed a refinery in
Cleveland started by his friend Samuel Andrews. He then formed a
partnership with Andrews, and in 1867 added H. M. Flagler to create
the firm of Rockefeller, Andrews, and Flagler. In 1870 Rockefeller in-
corporated his various interests as the Standard Oil Company of Ohio,
capitalized at $1 million.
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Wooden derricks crowd the John Benninghoff farm on Oil Creek, Pennsylva-
nia, 1860s.

Although Rockefeller was the largest refiner, he decided to weed out
the competition, which he perceived as flooding the market with too
much refined oil, which brought down prices and reduced profits. To
bring order out of the chaos, in 1872 Rockefeller created the South Im-
provement Company, which he made the marketing agent for a large
percentage of his oil shipments. By controlling this traffic, he gained
clout with the railroads, which gave him large rebates (secret discounts)
on the standard freight rates in order to keep his high-volume business.
In some cases he forced the railroads to provide information on com-
petitors’ shipments. Rockefeller then approached his Cleveland com-
petitors and offered to buy them out at his own price. Most of them saw
the wisdom of this course. As Rockefeller put it, “the conditions were so
chaotic [that is, competitive] that most of the refiners were very de-
sirous to get out of the business.” Those who resisted were forced out.
As one competitor recalled, we were told that “if we did not sell out, we
should be crushed out.” In less than six weeks, Rockefeller took over
twenty-two of his twenty-six competitors. By 1879 Standard Oil con-
trolled 90 to 95 percent of the oil refining in the country.

Much of Rockefeller’s success was based on his determination to
‘pay nobody a profit.” Instead of depending on the products or services
of other firms, known as “middlemen,” Standard undertook to make its
own barrels, cans, staves, and whatever else it needed. In economic

¢
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John D. Rockefeller, whose
Standard Oil Company
dominated the oil business.

terms this is called vertical integration. The company also kept large
amounts of cash reserves to make it independent of banks in case of a
crisis. In line with this policy, Rockefeller set out also to control his
transportation needs. With Standard owning most of the pipelines lead-
ing to railroads, plus the tank cars and the oil-storage facilities, it was
able to dissuade the railroads from servicing eastern competitors. Those
rivals who insisted on holding out then faced a giant marketing organi-
zation capable of driving them to the wall with price wars.

Eventually, in order to consolidate scattered business interests under
more efficient control, Rockefeller and his friends resorted to a new le-
gal device: the trust. Long established in law to enable one or more peo-
ple to manage property belonging to others, such as children or the
mentally incompetent, the trust now was used for another purpose—
centralized control of business. Since Standard Oil of Ohio was not
permitted to hold property out of state, it began in 1872 to place prop-
erties or companies acquired elsewhere in trust, usually with the com-
pany secretary. This was impractical, however, since the death of the
trustee would endanger the trust. To solve this problem, in 1882 he or-
ganized the Standard Oil Trust. All thirty-seven stockholders in various
Standard Oil enterprises would convey their stock to nine trustees, re-
ceiving “trust certificates” in return. The nine trustees would thus be
empowered to give central direction to all the Standard companies.

The original plan, never fully carried out, was to organize a Standard
Oil Company in each state in which the trust did business. But the
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trust device, widely copied in the 1880s, proved legally vulnerable to
prosecution under state laws against monopoly or restraint of trade. In
1892 the supreme court of Ohio ordered the Standard Oil Trust dis-
solved. For a while the company managed to unify control by the simple
device of interlocking directorates, through which the board of direc-
tors of one company was made identical or nearly so to the boards of the
others. Gradually, however, Rockefeller took to the idea of the holding
company: a company that controlled other companies by holding all or
at least a majority of their stock. He was convinced that big business
was a natural result of capitalism at work. “It is too late,” he declared in
1899, “to argue about the advantages of industrial combinations. They
are a necessity.” That same year Rockefeller brought his empire under
the direction of the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey, a holding
company. Though less vulnerable to prosecution under state law, moBM
holding companies proved vulnerable to the Sherman Anti-Trust Act of
1890 (see Chapter 22). Meanwhile the term “trust” had become so

fixed in the public mind that it was used to describe large combinations
under holding companies as well.

AND THE STEEL INDUSTRY Andrew Carnegie Tike
Rockefeller, experietced-the untypical rise from poverty to riches that

T

ca : . . ‘ .
me to be known in those daw 3 American success story.’

T e

Andrew Carnegie.
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consolidation of his enterprise, Rockefeller came to control about 90 percent
petroleum industry. In 1900, Standard Oil's net profit was $55.5 million. Ni
rally, the success of the Standard Oil Trust led other businessmen to use the tri
create monopolies within certain industries (sugar, tobacco, for example), and
term “trust” became synonymous with monopoly. Alarmed at the growth and
nomic influence of trusts, Congress formed the Industrial Commission in 189
investigate. While many businessmen testified before this body, Rockefeller’s b
ness tactics and Standard Oil were particularly scrutinized. Excerpted below is
of Rockefeller’s response to questions about Standard Oil’s success.

large quantity carloads and trainloads. It furnished loading
nd discharging facilities. It exempted railways from liability for
or Emmm services it obtained contracts for special allowances on
These never exceeded, to the best of my present recollections, 10
t'in almost every instance it was discovered subsequently that
etitors had been obtaining as good, and, in some instances, bet-
ites of freight than ourselves. . . .

what advantages, or favors, or methods of management do you
chiefly the success of the Standard Oil Company?

the success of the Standard to its consistent policy to make the
me of ifs business large through the merits and cheapness of its prod-
spared no expense in finding, securing, and utilizing the best
st methods of manufacture. It has sought for the best superin-
and workmen and paid the best wages. It has not hesitated to
Id machinery and old plants for new and better ones. It has
manufactories at the points where they could supply markets at
expense. It has not only sought markets for its principal prod-
for all possible by-products, sparing no expense in introducing
0. the public. It has not hesitated to invest millions of dollars in
for* cheapening the gathering and distribution of oils by pipe
.\Humemp, cars, tank steamers, and tank wagons. It has erected tank sta-
very important railroad station to cheapen the storage and deliv-
roducts. It has spared no expense in forcing its products into
kets of the world among people civilized and uncivilized. It has
1in American oil, and has brought together millions of money for
ose -of making it what it is, and holding its market against the
tion of Russia and all the many countries which are producers of
competitors against American oil. . . .
is-too late to argue about advantages of industrial combinations.
necessity. And if Americans are to have the privilege of extend-
business in all the States of the Union, and into foreign countries
they are a necessity on a large scale, and require the agency of
an-one corporation. . . .
peak from my experience in the business with which I have been
ely connected for about 40 years. Our first combination was a part-
‘and afterwards a corporation in Ohio. That was sufficient for a
ining business. But dependent solely upon local business we
have failed long ago. We were forced to extend our markets and to
-export trade. This latter made the seaboard cities a necessary
business, and we soon discovered that manufacturing for export
e more economically carried on at the seaboard, hence refineries at
,-at Bayonne, at Philadelphia, and necessary corporations in
rk; New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.
1:S. Congress, Industrial Commission, “John D. Rockefeller, Answers to Interrogatories, - Wesoon discovered as the business grew that the primary method of
Romnvic f the Tndustrial Commission. val. 2. Hesvinog befove the Fadvet-inl (-mission (Was™imatonst ansporting oil in barrels could not last. The package often cost more than

B
QUuESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. According to John D. Rockefeller, how did Standard Oil become
cessful? o

2. How did the rebate policy of the railroads help.Standard Oil?

3. Why does Rockefeller believe “combinations” are a necessity for
American business prosperity?

4. What does Rockefeller’s testimony reveal about business activity ¢
ing the Gilded Age? ’

3. Q.Did the Standard Oil Company or other affiliated interests at any
before 1887 receive from the railroads rebates on freight shipped, or g
special advantages?

A. The Standard Oil Company of Ohio, of which I was president, did rec
rebates from the railroads prior to 1880, but received no special ad
tages for which it did not give full compensation. The reason for reb
was that such was the railroad’s method of business. A public rate
made and collected by the railway companies, but so far as my kn
edge extends, was never really retained in full, a portion of it was re
to the shippers as a rebate. By this method the real rate of freight wi
any shipper paid was not known by his competitors nor by the oth
way companies, the amount being in all cases a matter of bargain with
carrying company. Each shipper made the best bargain he could;
whether he was doing better than his competitor was only a matt
conjecture. Much depended upon whether the shipper had the advarn
of competition of carriers. The Standard Oil Company of Ohio, beingsil
ated at Cleveland, had the advantage of different carrying lines, as we
water transportation in the summer, and taking advantage of those f
ties made the best bargains possible for its freights. All other comp
did the same, their success depending largely upon whether they ha
choice of more than one route. The Standard sought also to offer adw:
tages to the railways of the purpose of lessening rates of freight. It offe;
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~
wexe the price modern society had to pay for progress. Andrew Cari

amassed a fortune from the steel industry and was one of the few immigra
riche examples of the era, understood that Social Darwinism could we:
cratic ™eals. He published “Wealth,” excerpted below, in/the promine;
North Ayerican Review, in an effort to encourage bupinessmen to
their wealthproperly. Carnegie set the example and follobed his “Gospel
until the day ke died.

the necessary material for an extended length of time, hence we devoted
attention to other methods of transportation, adopted the pipe-line system,
and found capital for pipe-line construction equal to the necessities of the
business.

To operate pipe-lines required franchises from the States in which
they were located and consequently corporations in those States, just as
railroads running through different States are forced to operate under
separate State charters. To perfect the pipe-line system of transportation
required in the neighborhood of fifty millions of capital. This could not be
obtained or maintained without industrial combination. The entire oil
business is dependent upon this pipe-line system. Without it every well
would shut down and every foreign market would be closed to us. .

I have given a picture rather than a detail of the growth of one
industrial combination. It is a pioneer, and its work has been of incalcula-
ble value. There are other American products besides oil for which the
markets of the world can be opened, and legislators will be blind to our
best industrial interests if they unduty hinder by legislation the combina-
tion of persons and capital requisite moH the attainment of so desirable
an end.

QUESTIONS TO nozm\-mx

1. How does Andrew Carnegie justify gm ontrast between the
and the SOHWS poor? 7,

" 2. What does Carnegie believe is the :@\. oper administration of
wealth”? Why?  \ /,

3. Would Carnegie agre with Willighn Graham Sumner’s speec
“The Forgotten Man\(Documeyt 132)?

4. Why would some people critigize Carnegie’s proposal?

Il. Q. What are the chief disadvantages or dangers to the public arising

T he problem of our age Y tfe proper administration of weal
from them?

the ties of brotherhood Jay still bind together the rich ar
harmonious relationship. The foRditions of human life have not
changed, but revolutionized/within the past few hundred year
contrast between the palacg of the millionaire and the cottage of t
with us to-day measures the change which has come with civilizat
This change, however/is not to be deRlored, but welcomed as h
eficial. It is well, nay, egéential for the progress of the race, that the
some should be homgs for all that is highdst and best in literatw
arts; and for all the * finements of civilizatioy, rather than that no
be so. Much better fHis great irregularity than yniversal squalor. .
The price which/society pays for the law of sSpmpetition, like t
pays for cheap cgihforts and luxuries, is also great\but the advanta
law are also greffer still, for it is to this law that we &we our wonde
rial develop \ t, which brings 5%55& conditions\in its train.
law may be .\. etimes hard for the individual, it is best¥for the race,
insures the .\ ival of the fittest in every department. Welaccept and
therefore, \ s conditions to which we must accommodate oursel
inequality of environment, the concentration of business, industrial
mercialfin the hands of a few, and the law of competition betwee:
being ot only beneficial, but essential for the future progress of tt
Wefstart, then, with a condition of affairs under which the best
the #dce are promoted, but which inevitably gives wealth to the few
accepting conditions as they exist, the situations can be surveyec
nounced good. The question then arises, ... What is the prope

A.The dangers are that the power conferred by combination may be abused;
that combinations may be formed for speculation in stocks rather than for
conducting business, and that for this purpose prices may be temporarily
raised instead of being lowered. These abuses are possible to a greater or
less extent in all combinations, large or small, but this fact is no more of an
argument against combinations than the fact that steam may explode is an
argument against steam. Steam is necessary and can be used compara-
tively safe. Combination is necessary and its abuses can be minimized;
otherwise our legislators must acknowledge their incapacity to deal with
the most important instrument of industry. Hitherto most legislative
attempts have been an effort not to control but to destroy; hence their
futility.
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A new intellectunt tene—Social-Dareini Iw&t& N:m&@ the position of wealthy
businessmen while ES&S:@%@ eplaining poverty-isery, and ::m§nNom§m:w
Social Darwinists, led by Englishman Herbert mtm:n@\ who Cotn ed the term “sur-
vival o\ the \Nammw ” wﬁon&mxmn the theory of evolution to include all phenomena,
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PARADOXICAL POLITICS

Throughout the last third of the nineteenth century, political inertia
reigned at the national Jevel. A close division between Republicans and
Democrats in Congress created a sense of stalemate. Neither party was
willing to embrace controversial issues or take bold initiatives because
each one’s relative strength was so precarious. Many observers then and
since considered this a time of political mediocrity, in which the parties re-

fused to confront “real issues” such as the runaway growth of an unregu-

lated economy and its attendant social injustices. Voters of the time
nonetheless thought politics was very important. Voter turnout during the
Gilded Age was commonly about 70 to 80 percent, even in the South,
where the disenfranchisement of African Americans was not yet complete.
(By contrast, the turnout for the 2004 presidential election was 56 per-
cent.) The paradox of such a high rate of voter participation in the face of
the inertia at the national political level raises an obvious question: How
was it that leaders who failed to address the “redl issues” of the day
presided over the most highly organized and politically active electorate in
U.S. history?

The answer is partly that the politicians and the voters believed that they
were dealing with crucial issues: tariff rates, the regulation of corporations,
monetary policy, Indian disputes, civil service reform, and immigration. But
the answer also reflects the extreme partisanship of the times and the essen-
tially local nature of political culture during the Gilded Age.

PARTISAN POLITICS Most Americans after the Civil War were in-
tensely loyal to one of the two major parties, Democratic or Republican.
Political parties gave people an anchor for their activity and loyalty in an
unstable world. Local party officials took care of those who voted their way
and distributed appointive public offices and other favors to party loyalists.
These “city machines” used patronage and favoritism to keep the loyalty of
business supporters while providing jobs or food or fuel to working-class
voters who had fallen on hard times. The party faithful eagerly took part in
rallies and picnics, deriving a sense of camaraderie as well as an opportu-
nity for recreation that offered a welcome relief from their usual workday
routine.

Party loyalties and voter turnout in the late nineteenth century reflected
religious and ethnic divisions as well as geographic differences. The Republi-

can party attracted mainly Protestants of British descent. Their native seat
e v v caleme mrer e b AT wawe N Yt and theuppeT
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- Midwest, both of which were populated with Yankee stock. The Republicans
the party of Abraham Lincoln, could also rely upon the votes of Africa
Americans and Union veterans of the Civil War.

ﬂ.ga. Democrats, by contrast, tended to be a heterogeneous, often unrul
now:.ﬁob embracing southern whites, immigrants and Catholics of an
origin, Jews, freethinkers, skeptics, and all those repelled by the “party o

- morality” As one Chicago Democrat explained, “A Republican is a ma
who wants you t’ go t’ church every Sunday. A Democrat says if a ma)
wants to have a glass of beer on Sunday he can have it.”

Republicans pressed nativist causes, calling for restrictions on both immi
gration and the.employment of foreigners and greater emphasis on th
teaching of the “American” language in the schools. Prohibitionism revive:
along with nativism in the 1880s. Among the immigrants who crowded int
ﬂro.mnoaibm cities were many Irish, Germans, and Italians who enjoyed alco
ro.ro beverages. Republicans increasingly saw saloons as the central socie
evil around which all others revolved, including vice, crime, political cor
ruption, and neglect of families, and they associated these problems with th
ethnic groups that frequented the saloons.

POLITICAL STALEMATE AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL Betwee:
1869 and 1913, from the presidency of Ulysses S. Grant to that of <§Em~.
Howard Taft, Republicans monopolized the White House except for the 3«
EObn.obmwnﬁ?m terms of the Democrat Grover Cleveland, _uE.Wm@cv:om
.aoEEonb was more apparent than real. Between 1872 and 1896 no pres
Embﬁ. won a majority of the popular vote. In each of those presidentiz
elections, sixteen states invariably voted Republican and fourteen vote
ﬁmaoﬂmmn. leaving a pivotal six states whose results might change. Th
:dmozmbﬁ swing-vote role played by two of those states, New York an
Ohio, helps explain the election of eight presidents from those states fror
1872 to 1912.

No chief executive between Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt could be de
scribed as a “strong” president. None nvm:m:ma the prevailing view the
Congress, not the White House, should formulate policy. Senator John Sher
man of Ohio expressed the widely held notion that the legislative branc
should take initiative in a republic: “The President should merely ob
enforce the law.” T

Wm@ﬁ@tomﬂm controlled the Senate, and Democrats controlled the Hous
mclzm the Gilded Age. Only during 1881-1883 and 1889—1891 did a Repuk
lican president coincide with a Republican Congress, and only between 189
and 1895 did a Demncratis president enjov a Democratic Congress.
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“Political stasis thus led Congress to postpone making major decisions or
- launching new programs and to concentrate instead on partisan maneuvering
~ over procedural issues. Because most bills H.BEVH& bipartisan support to pass
both houses and legislators tended to vote along party lines, the Democrats
and the Republicans pursued.a policy of evasion on the national issues of the
day. Only the tariff created clear-cut divisions between protectionist Republi-
cians and low-tariff Democrats, but there were individual exceptions even on
‘that. On the important questions of the currency, regulation of big business,
farm problems, civil service reform, and immigration, the parties differed very
little. As a result, they primarily became vehicles for seeking office and dis-
pensing patronage in the form of government jobs and contracts.

STATE AND LOCAL INITIATIVES Unlike today, Americans during
the Gilded Age expected little direct support from the federal government;
most significant political activity occurred at the state and local levels. Resi-
dents of the western territories were largely forced to fend for themselves
rather than rely upon federal authorities. They formed towns, practiced vig-
ilante justice, and made laws on their own. Once incorporated into the
Union, the former territories retained much of their autonomy.

Thus state governments after the Civil War were dynamic centers of polit-
ical activity and innovation. Over 60 percent of the nation’s spending and
taxing were exercised by state and local authorities. Then, unlike today, the
large cities spent far more on local services'than did the federal government.
And three fourths of all public employees worked for state and local govern-
ments. Local issues such as prohibition, Sundgy closing laws, and parochial-
school funding generated far more excitement than complex debates over
tariffs and monetary policies. It was 90 state and local governments that
first sought to curb the power and restrain the abuses of corporate interests.

ON AND REFORM

After the Civil War, ade rudimentagyg
business; most of these regulations W

empts to regulate big
ed by the courts, however. A
Rgglitical leaders. As a congress-
wof his supporters, saw
mSQA certificates from an Arkd ailroad after
helping it win a landgint mBB Congress. Railroad passes, free enter Rggent,
and a host of g favors were freely provided to politicians, newspaper edito}
aders in positions to influence public opinion or affect legislation.

close alliance developed between ,Ucm_.
man, James G. Blaine of Maine
nothing wrong in his accepyg

and oth

Corruption and Reform -

The Bosses of the Senate

is 1889 cartoon bitingly portrays the period’s alliance between b usiness a

B

ment; and even jobs, ¥ey did not segfffiemselves as “selling their vote.”
was simply the practice @@patropgfe democracy, in which local party -
cials awarded party loyalists WP contracts and public jobs, such as hea
customhouses and post offight. ‘

Both Republican and gf¥fmocratileaders squabbled over the “spoils

HAYES AND CIVIL SERVICE REFORM In the afterma . of Re
struction. President Rutherford B. Haves admirably embodied the¥gart



The most famous speech of the political history of the Gilded Age was
delivered by William Jennings Bryan on July 9, 1896, at the Democratic
National Convention in Chicago. The issue was whether to endorse the free
coinage of silver at a ratio of silver to gold of 16 to 1. (This inflationary
measure would have increased the amount of money in circulation and aided
cash-poor and debt-burdened farmers.) After speeches on the subject by
several U.S. Senators, Bryan rose to speak.

William Jennings Bryan—July 9, 1896

I would be presumptuous, indeed, to present myself against the
distinguished gentlemen to whom you have listened if this were but a
measuring of ability; but this is not a contest among persons. The humblest
citizen in all the land when clad in the armor of a righteous cause is stronger
than all the whole hosts of error that they can bring. I come to speak to you
in defense of a cause as holy as the cause of liberty—the cause of humanity.
When this debate is concluded, a motion will be made to lay upon the table
the resolution offered in commendation of the administration and also the
resolution in condemnation of the administration. I shall object to bringing
this question down to a level of persons. The individual is but an atom; he is
born, he acts, he dies; but principles are eternal; and this has been a contest
of principle.

Never before'in the history of this country has there been witnessed such a
contest as that through which we have passed. Never before in the history of
American politics has a great issue been fought out as this issue has been by
the voters themselves.

But in this contest, brother has been arrayed against brother, and father
against son. The warmest ties of love and acquaintance and association have
been disregarded. Old leaders have been cast aside when they refused to
give expression to the sentiments of those whom they would lead, and new
leaders have sprung up to give direction to this cause of freedom. Thus has
the contest been waged, and we have assembled here under as binding and
solemn instructions as were ever fastened upon the representatives of a
people.

We do not come as individuals. Why, as individuals we might have been glad
to compliment the gentleman from New York [Senator Hill], but we knew
that the people for whom we speak would never be willing to put him in a
position where he could thwart the will of the Democratic Party. I say it was
not a question of persons; it was a question of principle; and it is not with
gladness, my friends, that we find ourselves brought into conflict with those
who are now arrayed on the other side. The gentleman who just preceded
me [Governor Russell] spoke of the old state of Massachusetts. Let me
assure him that not one person in all this convention entertains the least
hostility to the people of the state of Massachusetts. '



...I shall not slander the fair state of Massachusetts nor the state of New York
by saying that when citizens are confronted with the proposition, “Is this
nation able to attend to its own business?”—1I will not slander either one by
saying that the people of those states will declare our helpless impotency as
a nation to attend to our own business. It is the issue of 1776 over again.
Our ancestors, when but 3 million, had the courage to declare their political
independence of every other nation upon earth. Shall we, their descendants,
when we have grown to 70 million, declare that we are less independent than
our forefathers? No, my friends, it will never be the judgment of this people.
Therefore, we care not upon what lines the battle is fought. If they say
bimetallism is good but we cannot have it till some nation helps us, we reply
that, instead of having a gold standard because England has, we shall restore
bimetallism, and then let England have bimetallism because the United
States have.

If they dare to come out in the open field and defend the gold standard as a
good thing, we shall fight them to the uttermost, having behind us the
producing masses of the nation and the world. Having behind us the
commercial interests and the laboring interests and all the toiling masses, we
shall answer their demands for a gold standard by saying to them, you shall
not press down upon the brow of labor this crown of thorns. You shall not
crucify mankind upon a cross of gold.

Source: Official Proceedings of the Democratic National Convention Held in
Chicago, Illinois, July 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11, 1896, (Logansport, Indiana, 1896),
226-234. Reprinted in The Annals of America, Vol. 12, 1895-1904.:

Populism, Imperialism, and Reform (Chicago: Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc.,
1968), 100-105.
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ington Plunkitt, for instance, a power in Tammany Hall (New York
City’s Democratic organization) at the turn of the century, saw nothing
wrong with a little honest graft. “Well, I'm tipped off, say, that theyre
going to lay out a new park at a certain place. . . . 1 go to that place and
buy up all the land I can in the neighborhood. . . . Ain't it perfectly hon-
est to charge a good price and make a profit on my investment and fore-
sight?” Dishonest graft would consist of “robbin’ the city treasury or
levyin’ blackmail on disorderly houses or workin’ in with the gamblers
and lawbreakers.” For his own epitaph Plunkitt proposed: “He Seen His

Opportunities, and He Took 'Em.”

MOVING FROM COUNTRY TO CITY But whatever the problems of
the cities, the wonder of their glittering new electric lights, their street-
cars, telephones, amusements, newspapers: and magazines, and a thou-
sand other enticements exerted a magnetic lure on the youth of the
farms. Hamlin Garland told in his autobiography, A Son of the Middle
Border, of his mixed sense of dread and wonder at first visiting Chicago
with his brother. The city first .appeared from the train window en-
veloped in clouds of smoke, “the soaring banners of the great and
gloomy inland metropolis, whose dens of vice and houses of greed had
been so often reported to me.” Later the two young men wandered the
streets: “Everything interested us. The business section so sordid to
others was grandly nmwimﬁsm to us. ... Nothing was commonplace,
nothing was ugly to us.’

The new cities threw into stark contrast the szﬁmaod of unending
farm toil, the isolation and loneliness of country life. The exodus from
the countryside was especially evident in the East, where the census
documented the shift in population from country to city, and stories be-
gan to appear of entire regions where buildings were abandoned and go-
ing to ruin, where the wilderness was reclaiming farms that had been
wrested from it during the previous 250 years.

THE NEwW IMMIGRATION

The industrial revolution brought to American shores waves of
new immigrants from every part of the globe. By the end of the century,
nearly 30 percent of the residents of major cities were foreign-born.

¥
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These newcomers provided much-needed labor, but their arrival cre-
ated ugly racial and ethnic tensions.

AMERICA’S PULL European immigrants not only moved from coun-
try to city in their own lands, but increasingly they moved from the
great agricultural areas of eastern and southern Europe directly to the
foremost cities of America. They gathered in these cities in order to live
with others of like language, customs, and religion, and also because
they lacked the means to go west and take up farms. Though cities of

the South and West (excepting the Far West) drew their populations

mainly from the native-born of their regions, American cities as a whole
drew more residents from abroad. During the peak decade of immigra-
tion, 1900-1910, 41 percent of the urban newcomers arrived from
abroad, while 30 percent were American-born, 22 percent were the
products of natural increase, and almost 8 percent lived in areas an-
nexed to the cities.

Ethnic neighborhoods, sometimes mo@c_mﬁmm by those from a single
province or town, preserved familiar folkways and shielded newcomers
from the shocks of a strange culture. In 1890 four out of five New York-
ers were foreign-born, a higher proportion than any other city in the
world. New York had twice as many Irish as Dublin, as many Germans
as Hamburg, and half as many Italians as Naples. “A map of the city,
colored to designate nationalities,” Jacob Riis (a native of Denmark)
wrote in How the Other Half Lives (1890), “would show more stripes
than .~ . a zebra, and more colors than any rainbow.” In 1893 Chicago
&BBmm the largest Bohemian (Czech) community in the world, and by
1910 the size of its Polish population ranked behind only Warsaw and
Lodz.

This nation of immigrants continued to draw new inhabitants for
much the same reasons as always, and from much the same strata of
society. Immigrants took flight from famine or the grinding lack of op-
portunity in their native lands. They fled racial, religious, and political
persecution and compulsory military service. Yet one historian has sug-
gested that “the desire to get cheap labor, to take in passenger fares, and
to sell land have probably brought more immigrants than the hard con-
ditions of Europe, Asia, and Africa have sent.”

More immigrants probably were pulled by America’s promise than
were pushed out by conditions at home. American industries, seeking
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Steerage Deck of the S.S. Pennland, 1893. These immigrants are about to
arrive at New York's Ellis Island.

cheap labor, kept recruiting agents on watch abroad and at American
ports. Railroads, eager to sell land and build up the traffic on their lines,
put out tempting propaganda in a medley of languages. Many of the
western and southern states set up official bureaus and agents to attract
immigrants. Under the Contract Labor Law of 1864, the federal gov-
ernment itself encouraged immigration by helping to pay the immi-
grant’s passage through a lien on his or her wages. The law was repealed
in 1868, but not until 1885 did the government forbid companies to im-
port contract labor, which put immigrant workers under the control of
their employers. However, domestic service and some skilled occupa-
tions were exempted from the ban, and evasion was easy.

From 1820 (when by requirement of Congress official statistics on
immigration began to be kept) to 1900, about 20 million immigrants en-
tered American ports, more than half of them coming after the Civil
War. The tide of immigration rose from just under 3 million in the
1870s to more than 5 million in the 1880s, then fell to a little over 3.5
million in the depression decade of the 1890s, and rose to its high-
water mark of nearly 9 million in the first decade of the new century.

The New Immigration - 93

The numbers declined to 6 million in the 1910s and 4 million in the
1920s, after which official restrictions cut the flow of immigratior
down to a negligible level.

A NEW WAVE During the 1880s, the continuing search for cheap la-
bor combined with renewed persecutions in eastern Europe to bring :
noticeable change in the source of immigration, one fraught with BmM:‘
ing for American social history. Before 1880 immigrants were mainly o
Teutonic and Celtic origin, hailing from northern and western Europe
But by the 1870s there were signs of a change. The proportion of Latin
Slavic, and Jewish peoples from southern and eastern Europe rose
sharply. After 1890 these groups made up a majority of the newcomers
and by the first decade of the new century they formed 70 percent of
the immigrants to this country. Among these new immigrants were Ital
ww:wv Ecﬁmwimbmv Czechs, Slovaks, Poles, Serbs, Croats, Slovenes, Rus
sians, Romanians, and Greeks—all people of markedly different cul:
tural and language stocks from those of western Europe, and mos
followers of different religions, including Judaism and Catholicism.

Immigrants, with identification papers, newly arrived at Ellis Island.
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ELLIS ISLAND As the number of immigrants passing through the
Port of New York soared during the late nineteenth century, the state-
run Castle Garden receiving center overflowed with corruption. Money-
chiangers cheated new arrivals, railroad agents overcharged them for
tickets, and baggage handlers engaged in blackmail. With reports of
these abuses filling the newspapers, Congress ordered an investigation
i of Castle Garden, which resulted in the closure of the facility in 1890.
Thereafter the federal government’s new Bureau of Immigration took
over the business of admitting newcomers to New York City.

To launch this effort, Congress funded the construction of a new re-
ception center on a tiny island off the New Jersey coast, a mile south of
Manhattan and some 1,300 feet from the Statue of Liberty. The statue,
,, unveiled in 1886, was a centennial gift from the French government
1 commemorating the Franco-American alliance during the Revolution-
i ary War. It soon came to be viewed as a symbol of hope for immigrants
1 , passing under “Lady Liberty.” In the base of the statue, workers had
chiseled the poet Emma Lazarus’s tribute to the promise of new life in

Immigrants waiting in the Registry Room for further inspections.

America: . The prevailing atmosphere at Ellis Island was not comforting. Its bu-
. . reaucratic purpose was to process immigrants, not welcome them. An

Give me your tired, your poor, army of inspectors, doctors, nurses, and public officials p m.
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, amined, and documented the newcomers. Inspect @EW ioned, ex-
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. nine probing questions, including: Have o. pectors as ed gmd.&r
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me, in the United States? Are vou a o.e.m .%uwwuozm\x z.&maﬁwmv or a job
I lift my lamp beside the golden door! nurses poked and ) g .wmmBHmﬁ. : anarchist? Doctors and
N nunes Wom mn.md Mwommmmv searching for any sign of debilitating handi-
In 1892 Ellis Island (named after its late-eighteenth-century owner, HTM% let Mﬂmmﬂ“ﬁk%ﬂ”mﬂ M/M”w M\M\% fe ﬂrm, H_Mb igrant worried: "Wl
Samuel Ellis) opened its doors to the “huddled masses” of the world. for days or weeks, the vast majorit M\wnm m.Ho. or lame were detained
Until 1954, when it closed, some 12 million people first touched Amer- approval and émwm on their wa H&wmﬂ Nr HBHEmMmEm Hmom:\:mm mﬁmwﬂum of
ican soil there. In 1907, the reception center’s busiest year, more than a and dragged and shoved and Mrocﬂmm Hmnm: . omw hours. . : wasl ostled
million new arrivals filtered through the cavernous Great Hall, an aver- took it philosophically. I had been thr Mrw Mmom ed one immigrant. “
age of about 5,000 per day; in one day alone immigration officials before—at the Flungarian border, at MWG t m.wmwmomdmsom.am:% times
processed some 11,750 arrivals. These were the immigrants who ar- Only 2 percent of the Uméooamwmy SQMMBSW m: Germany, in Holland.”
rived crammed into the steerage compartments deep in the ships’ hulls. because they were criminals, anarchist - WDE% m:ommmumh usually
Those immigrants who could afford first- and second-class cabins did or dangerous contagious &mvmmm e’ su omu o ommzmwm om.m ome “loathsome
ot have to visit Ellis Island; they were examined on board ship, and contagious eye &mmwmm resultin wb blin mmm tu MWoEoﬂm or trachoma, a
most of them simply walked down the gangway onto the docks in lower then returned to their places ow origin %mﬂwm h o Foﬁmmm folk were
Manhattan. picking up the tab. gin, with the steamship companies




942 - The Emergence of Urban America (Ch. 21)

A health inspector checks immigrants on Ellis Island, 1909. Before being
granted entry, each immigrant was examined for contagious diseases, including

trachoma, an eye disease that could lead to blindness.

Between 1892 and 1954, 70 percent of all European immigrants cir-
culated through Ellis Island (others landed at Boston, Philadelphia,
Baltimore, New Orleans, and Galveston). Among the arrivals at Ellis Is-
land were many youngsters who would distinguish themselves in their
new country: songwriter Irving Berlin (Russia), football legend Knute
Rockne (Norway), Supreme Court justice Felix Frankfurter (Austria),
singer Al Jolson (Lithuania), and comedian Bob Hope (England). But
many others found America’s opportunities harder to grasp. An old Ital-
ian saying expresses the disillusionment that was felt by many: “I came
to America because I heard the streets were paved with gold. When I
got here, I found out three things: First, the streets weren’t paved with
gold; second, they weren't paved at all; and third, I was expected to pave
them.”

MAKING THEIR WAY Once on American soil in Manhattan or New
Jersey, the immigrants felt exhilaration, exhaustion, and usually a des-
perate need for work. Many were greeted by family and friends who had

@
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come over before, others by representatives of the many immigrant aid
societies or by hiring agents offering jobs in mines, mills, and sweat-
shops. Since most knew little if any English and nothing about Ameri-
can employment practices, the immigrants were easy subjects for ex-
ploitation. In exchange for providing arrivals with a bit of whiskey and a
job, obliging hiring agents claimed a healthy percentage of their wages.
Among Italians and Greeks these agents were known as padrones, and
they came to dominate the labor market in New York. Other contractors
provided train tickets for immigrants to travel inland to jobs in cities
such as Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Chicago, Milwaukee, Cincin-
nati, and St. Louis.

Eager to retain a sense of community and to use skills they brought
with them, the members of ethnic groups tended to cluster in particular
vocations. Poles, Hungarians, Slovaks, Bohemians, and Italians used to
the pick and shovel flocked to coal mines, just as the Irish, Cornish,
and Welsh had done at mid-century; Slavs and Poles comfortable with
muscle work gravitated to the steel mills; Greeks preferred working in
textile mills; Russian and Polish Jews peopled the sewing trades and
pushcart markets of New York. A few determined peasants uprooted
from their agricultural heritage made their way west and were able to
find work on farms or even a parcel of land for themselves.

Most of the immigrants, however, settled in the teeming cities.
Strangers in a new land, they naturally gravitated to neighborhoods pop-
ulated by their own kind. These immigrant enclaves—nicknamed Little
Italy, Little Hungary, Chinatown, and so on—served as crucial transi-
tional communities between the newcomers’ Old World past and their
New World future. By 1920 Chicago had some seventeen separate Lit-
tle Italy colonies scattered across the city representing various home
provinces. In such kinship communities the immigrants could practice
their religions and native customs, converse in their native tongue, and
fill an aching loneliness. But they paid a price for such community soli-

»

darity. When the “new immigrants” moved into an area, older residents
typically moved out, taking with them whatever social prestige and po-
litical influence they had achieved. The quality of living conditions
quickly deteriorated as housing and sanitation codes went unenforced.
As the number of new arrivals mushroomed during the last quarter of
the nineteenth century, cities grew so cramped and land so scarce that

designers were forced to build upward. The result was the “dumbbell”
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Mulberry Street, Little Italy. New
York, 1906. Immigrants established
their own enclaves where old-world
traditions could be carried on within
their new American homes.

tenement house. These structures, usually six to eight stories in height
and jammed tightly against one another, lined street after street: They
derived their name from the fact that housing codes required a two-
foot-wide air shaft between buildings, giving each structure the appear-
ance of a dumbbell when viewed from overhead. Twenty-four to thirty-
two families would cram into each building, meaning that some city
blocks housed almost 4,000 people. The tiny air shaft provided little
ventilation; instead it proved to be a fire hazard, fueling and conveying
flames from building to building. The early tenements were . poorly
heated and had toilets outside in the yard or alley for communal use. By
the end of the century they would feature two toilets on each floor,
available to all comers. Shoehorned into such quarters, families had no
privacy, free space, or sunshine; children had few places to play except
in the city streets; infectious diseases and noxious odors were rampant.
Not surprisingly, the mortality rate for urban immigrants was much
higher than that of the general population. In one Chicago ethnic
ghetto at the end of the century, three babies of every five died before
their first birthday.

THE NATIVIST RESPONSE Not only did immigrants have to face dif-
ficult living conditions, they also confronted growing prejudice from
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native-born Americans. Many saw the new immigration as a threat to
their way of life and their jobs. “Immigrants work for almost nothing,”
groused one American laborer, “and seem to be able to live on wind—
something which I cannot do.” Others saw in the tide of new immi-
grants a threat to traditional American culture and values. A Stanford
University professor called them “illiterate, docile, lacking in self-
reliance and initiative, and not possessing the Anglo-Teutonic concep-
tions of law, order, and government.” The undercurrent of nativism so
often present in American culture now surfaced mainly in anti-Catholic,
and secondarily anti-Semitic, sentiments. The Catholic church in Amer-
ica, long dominated by the English-speaking Irish, became a polyglot
group all the more subject to misunderstanding and persecution. Simi-
larly, Russian and Polish Jews came from a far different tradition than
the Sephardic and German Jews who preceded them. The unruly
beards and long black coats of the men and the new arrivals’ distinctive
language, Yiddish, made-them seem strange and exotic.

More than religious prejudice underlay hostility toward the latest
newcomers. Cultural differences confirmed in the minds of nativists
the assumption that the Nordic peoples of the old immigration were su-
perior to the Slavic and Latin peoples of the new immigration. Many of
the new immigrants were illiterate, and more appeared so because they
could not speak English. Some resorted to crime in order to survive in
the new land, encouraging suspicions that criminals were being quietly
helped out of Europe just as they had once been transported from Eng-
land to the colonies. In the early 1890s vendettas among Italian gangs
in New Orleans led to the murder of the police chief and the lynching
of eleven Italian suspects, an incident that convinced many that the
new immigrants were criminals.

The success of the Irish in city politics was emulated by the newer
groups, who also thereby offended the sensibilities of well-born natives.
Political and social radicals turned up among these immigrant groups in
sufficient numbers to encourage nativists to blame labor disputes on
alien elements. Such charges harbored a fine irony, however, because
mainline labor organizations generally favored restricting immigration
to keep down the competition for jobs. Employers sometimes used im-
migrants as strikebreakers; those who came from peasant origins, and
were unfamiliar with strikes, were apt as not to think they were merely
taking jobs that others had abandoned. Employers also learned quickly
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mmoa advice how to get a job. I bought two shirts, a hat, a.celidr, a
,,(\ necktie, two pairs of socks and some shoes. We-keft going upstairs
and downstairs. I saw one Lithuanian-nfan buying everything for his
wife and three children,-who would come here the next week from
Lithuania Msy-things cost me $8. I put these on right away and thenI
beg#& o feel better.

The next night they took me for a walk down town. We would not
pay to ride, so we walked so long that I wanted to take my shoes off,
but I did not tell them this. When we.came there I forgot my feet We
stood by one theater and watched for half an hoirTHén we walked all
around a store that filled one whole block and had walls of glass. Then
we had a drink of whisky, and this is better than vodka. We felthappier
and looked into caf#s. We saw shiny carriages and automobiles. I saw
men with dress suits, I saw women with such clothes that I could not
think at all. Then my friends punched me and I turned around and saw
one of these women, and with her was a gentlmanina fine dress suit. I
began looking harder. It was the Jew man that sold me my.suit. “Heis
-a grafter,” said my friends. “See what money can do.” Then we
walked home and I felt poor and my shoes got very bad.

That night I felt worse. We were tired out when we reached the
stockyards, so we stopped on the bridge and looked into the river out
there. It was so full of grease and dirt and sticks and boxes that it
looked like a big, wide, dirty street, except in some places, where it
boiled up. It made me sick to look at it. When I looked away I could
see on one side some big fields full of holes, and these were the city
dumps. On the other side were the stockyards, with twenty tall
slaughter house chimneys. The wind blew a big smell from them to us.
Then we walked on between the yards and the dumps and all the
houses looked bad and poor. In our house my room was in the
basement. I lay down on the floor with three other men and the air was
rotten. I did not go to sleep for a long time. Iknew then that money was
everything I needed. My money was almost gone and I thought that I
would soon die unless I got a job, for this was not like home. Here
money was everything and a man without money must die.

The next morning my friends woke me up at five o’ clock and said,
“Now, if you want life, liberty and happiness,” they laughed, ’you
must push for yourself. You must get a job. Come with us.” And we
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went to the yards. Men and women were walking in by thousands as
far as we could see. We went to the doors of one big slaughter house.
There was a crowd of about 200 men waiting there for a job. They
looked hungry and kept watching the door. Atlasta special policeman
came out and began pointing to men, one by one. Each one jumped
forward. Twenty-three were taken. Then they all went inside, and all
the others turned their faces away and looked tired. I remember one
boy sat down and cried, just next to me, on a pile of boards. Some
policemen waved their clubs and we all walked on. I found some
Lithuanians to talk with, who told me they had come every morning
for three weeks. Soon we met other crowds coming away from other
slaughter houses, and we all walked around and felt bad and tired and
hungry.

That night I told my friends that I would not do this many days, but
would go some place else. “Where?” they asked me, and I began to
see then that I was in bad trouble, because I spoke no English. Then
one man told me to give him $5 to give the special policeman. 1 did this
and the next morning the policeman pointed me out, so I had ajob. I
have heard some big talk since then about my American freedom of
contract, but I do not think I had much freedom in bargaining for this
job with the Meat Trust. My job was in the cattle killing room. I

pushed the blood along the gutter. Some people think these jobs make
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mien bad. I do not think so. The men who do the killing are not as bad
as the ladies with fine clothes who come every day to look at it,
because they have to do it. The cattle do not suffer. They are knocked
senseless with a bighammer and are dead before they wake up. Thisis
done not to spare them pain, but because if they got hot and sweating
with fear ard pain the meat would not be so good. I soon saw that
every job in the room was done like this—so as to save everything and
make money. One Lithuanian, who worked with me, said, “They get
all the blood out of those cattle and all the work out of us men.”” This
was true, for we worked that first day from six in the morning till seven
at night. The next day we worked from six in the morning till eight at
night. The next day we had no work. Sowe hadno good, regular hours.
It was hot in the room that summer, and the hot blood made it worse.

I held this job six weeks and then I was turned off. I think some other
man had paid for my job, or perhaps I was too slow. The foreman in

adveyicge
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Emm nooB. Smﬁmmap&ow men ,».o 8&6 the work rush, vmnmcm@ he was Sorrowful in my heart I leave you,
paid tiiore if the work was dori€ cligaper-andquicker. 1T5aw now that , 1 know not who will stay to guard you
every man was helping himself, always trying to get all the money he ; i i i
ﬁmwooﬁa. At that time I believed that all men in Chicago were grafters , W %Mb&wwwwmﬂwﬂwﬁ% MM“MW&%OWWWM&mg my H.Embcoau
N N&rmn they had to be. They only Sm.mﬁa to %cmr Embme!amw. Now, Is it enough for me to live peaceful between my friends?
Ju Q%m when I was idle I beganrto 155K aB60t, and everywhere I saw sharp No, I must go away from my old father and mother.
M~ #  menbeating out slow men like me. Even if we worked hard it did us no , The sun shines bright,
good. I had saved $13—8$5 a week for six weeks makes $30, and take The flowers smell sweet,
off $15 for six weeks’ board and lodging and $2 for other things. I , The birds are singing,
showed this to a Lithuanian, who had been here two years, and he .w,ﬂwm% wam the ﬂoﬁﬁ% mm»& ‘1
laughed. “It will be taken from you,” he said. He had saved a hundred ut I cannot sing because 1 must feave you
dollars once and had begun to buy a house on the instalment plan, but Those were bad days and nights. At last I had a chance to help
/@wv.hmoaoibm had happened that he did not know about and his landlord , myself. Summer was over and Election Day was coming. The -
@ " put him out and kept the hundred dollars. I found that many Republican boss in our district, Jonidas, was a saloonkeeper. A friend
M& Lithuanians had been beaten this way. ‘At home we never made a man , took me there. Jonidas shook hands and treated me fine. He taught me
sign contract papers. We only had him make the sign of a cross and ” to sign my name, and the next week I went with him to an office and
promise he would do what he said. But this was no good in Chicago. signed some paper,.an “thenideould;vote: T voted as I was told, and
So these sharp men were beating us. théTi“they got me back into the yards to~WOTK, because one big
1 saw this, too, in the newspaper. I was beginning to learn English, ! - politician owns stock in one of those houses. Then I felt that I was
and at night in the boarding house the men who did not play cards used getting in beside the game. I was in a combine like other sharp men.
 toread the paper to us. The biggest word was ““Graft” in red letters on Even when work was slack I was all right, because they gotme ajobin
the front page. Another word was “Trust.” This paper kept putting the street cleaning department. I felt proud, and I went to the back
these two words together. Then I began to see how every American room in Jonidas’s saloon and got him to write a letter to Alexandria to
man was trying to get money for himself. I wondered if the old German ; tell her she must come soon and be my wife.
man in Cincinnati had found his pipe yet. I felt very bad and sorrowful ! But this was just the trouble. All of us were telling our friends to
in that month. I kept walking around wih many other Lithuanians who , come soon. Soon they came—even thousands. The employers in the
had no job. Our money was going and we could find nothing to do. At yard liked this, because those sharp foremen are inventing new
night we got mdE@mm.awsmég%ﬁ%mﬁm@ﬁ@%%ﬂ&@%ﬁ%ﬁﬂ%ﬁ&~ the machines and the work is easier to learn, and so these slow
news about home in our Lithuanian Chicago newspaper, The Lithuanians and even green girls can learn to do it, and then the
Katalikas. Itis a good paper and gives all the news. In the same office Americans and Germans and Irish are put out and the employer saves
we bought this song, which was written in Brooklyn by P. Brandukas. money, z.Wmmmmm‘nzﬁwmn%@maﬁmwy,g&%é_uwmwmﬁ This was why the
He, too, was homesick. It is sung all over Chicago now and you can American labor unions began to organize us afl just the same. as.they
hear it in the summer evenings through the open windows. In English had organized Ea‘.wwwmm,_mmﬂmm?»mn%@@mam%ﬂoﬂ@éw
it is something like this: . Well-wewere glad to be organized. We had learned that in Chicago
) ) every man must push himself always, and Jonidas had taught us how
Oh, Lithuania, so dear to me, much better we could push ourselves by getting into a combine. Now,

Good-by t i
¥ to you, my Fatherland we saw that this union was the best combine for us, because it was the
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exceptional experience of its class,” but also that each memoir would
be “truthful, both as to facts and mode of thought. . . . 5 Even without
access to that modern tool of oral historians and Eﬁ:\mms? —the
tape recorder—Holt and the other editors presented an dccurate,
insightful, and suggestive portrait of individual America
and of the socioeconomic life of the United States a
twentieth century.

Four years after the inauguration of this s es, Holt edited a
collection of sixteen of these lifelets, which wefe published under the
title The Life Stories of UndistinguishedfAmericans: As Told by
Themselves. Again, Holt's purpose wa i
“great” people, not of national leade
and women who will never beco
have made the nation what it is.”¢
reviews. One reason for the pbsitive reception was that the lifelets
served as a mirror in whi Americans could see themselves, their
nation, and its prospects’ for the future. As the sociologist W. L
Thomas wrote, “Perhabs the most striking and instructive feature of
the narratives is disclosure of the conditions which make for
content and discgfitent.” Thomas also argued that “these stories of
foreigners whoMiave become ardent Americans by leaps and bounds
¥ modify our prejudice against indiscriminate foreign
igh.”’” Moreoever, with the exception of the stories of the

, but “of undistinguisht men
leaders in this country, but who
book form they received favorable

black pgbn and the farmer’s wife, these lifelets validated the American
UR afh of acquiring money and becoming rich. “To live well you must

gg¥'money,” observed the Lithuanian stockyards worker in his lifelet.
hese undistinguished Americans were certainly in hot pursuit of the
dollar, the vehicle of upward mobility.®

5. Ibid, 7.

6. Independent, LXYV (Dec. 10, 1908), 1430. Another of Holfs and the
Independent's reforms was si plified spelling; this accounts for the word “undistin-
guisht.”” Hoit was also engaged in reform movements for the initiative and referendum,
feminism, labor unions, and international understanding and peace.

1. American Journal of Sociology, XI11 (Sept. 1906), 274.

8. See Rebecca Harding Davis, « Undistinguished Americans,” I ndependent, LX
(Apr. 26, 1906), 962-64; Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social
Science, XX VI (July 1906), 176.
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European conditions influenced the ebb and flow of immi gration to
the United States. Industrialization in northern Europe opened up
economic opportunities at the end of the nineteenth century and
slowed emigration abroad. Heavy migration to the United States
earlier in the century had reduced pressures from overpopulation and
removed some of the stimuli for leaving northern and western Europe.
The famine and poor crops in Ireland in the 1840s and in Sweden in
the 18605 had not been repeated. At the same time, conditions in
eastern and southern Europe had encouraged millions of families and
individuals to leave their homes to find new lives across the ocean.
Not only had many eastern and southern Europeans faced limited
economic opportunities at home, but also population in those parts of
Europe was expanding rapidly, and small farmers, craftsmen, and
peasants could neither support their families nor provide oppor-
tunities for their children. In some cases, landlords promoted
emigration by dispossessing their tenants. In addition, some people
fled to the United States for safety, as did Jews from czarist Russia
after 1881. Government-provoked pogroms in Russia destroyed
countless Jewish communities and killed thousands. Similarly
European ethnic minorities— Germans in Russia, Greeks in
Rumania, Macedonians in the Balkans, and Czechs in the Austro-
Hungarian Empire—found their ethnic identity repressed and,
without a national state, sought freedom in the United States.
Moreover, the development of transoceanic steamers brought the cost
of the Atlantic passage within the means of large masses of eastern
and southern Europeans for the first time; they booked passage either
with tickets bought themselves or with those purchased and sent back
by relatives already in the New World.

The earlier immigrants, those from northern Europe, hadreceived a
more hospitable reception in the United States than did the new
immigrants. The report of the Dillingham Commission, established
by Congress in 1907 to investigate the shift in immigration, reflected
the changed American attitude toward immigration and the new
immigrants. The commission reported that there was a fundamental
difference in the character of American immigration before and after
the 1880s. In the earlier period, immigration had been largely a
movement of families seeking permanent homes in the New World.
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Northern Europeans, the report argued, had assimilated quickly into
American society. In contrast, the new immigrants from southern and
eastern Europe were in large part unskilled S_uoH.m_.m who rma come as
transients. Unlike earlier immigrants, they avoided mmbo&gm and
congregated in the industrial cities of the East and Midwest, 4..558
they clustered in their own communities apart m.on.u other Americans.
In dwelling on the “perils” to American society from the new
immigration, the Dillingham Commission was wrong but many of its
descriptions of the new immigrants were correct. Many of the new
immigrants were transients, in part because mﬂomaa.n passage facili-
tated easy travel back and forth across m._m. Atlantic. OH.H the other
hand, those who, like the Jews, had fled religious @mammoﬁmon ~.Hm=m=%
settled permanently in the United States. Most of the new :Eﬁ.mambﬁm
did settle in cities rather than in agricultural areas, thus ma.BEmaum the
emergence of ghettos in which ethnic-based won.ﬂmm?_m.bmcmmo
societies and institutions flourished. Many of the oy.a g.m_,mamg
however, had exhibited similar patterns. British ..wum .Hdmw immigrants
to the United States, for instance, were no less qub.muma than Eo new
.gmnwamu between 1881 and 1889, 370,000 w.n;oa and Hnmr. _.%n
the United States to return home. Those emigrating from the w_..am.r
Isles also congregated together, forming ethnic go_m&mm. within
American society. For example, ethnically wmmna. societies and
institutions thrived in predominantly Welsh mining .ﬂoiwm and
English mill villages throughout the United States. These immigrants,
too, founded their own churches, groceries, taverns, sports _nmm.:omu
and newspapers separate and apart from the rest of Anierican
iety. .
momﬂuwﬁ did change radically was the attitude of many native-born
Americans toward immigrants in general, and this ormamo found
expression in virulent hostility against the nw€ immigrants. me
optimism with which Emma Lazarus had penned*“The io.i Colossus
in 1883 had faded by the turn of the century; pessimism over the
ability of the United States to absorb large E:uwwa of .:EE%.N.EQ
had become dominant. The experiences of Americans ina moommﬁw
undergoing transformation from a traditional, mostly agrarian society
to a modern, industrial, and urban gmnmm was SO searing and
uprooting that optimism itself became a major vicum.
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Earlier in the century, Americans had welcomed immigrants. The
potential garden beyond the Mississippi lured people to till the soil and
to recover the abundance of natural resources. All who could make
the journey would contribute to the nation’s productivity; through
their labor in the garden, unused land would yield harvests. They
would become the independent yeoman farmers of the Jeffersonian
tradition and, in the process, help shape the new America, a blending
of all the finer characteristics of the Old World shaped by the best of
the new one. It was an optimistic vision, at least for whites; blacks,
Orientals, and Native Americans were excluded.

In the late nineteenth century this optimism began to erode.
Industrialization brought in its wake major depressions in the 1870s,
1880s, and 1890s. Labor conflict and violence &.ubz&om:% under-
mined visions of a patural harmony between capital and labor.
European political radicalism and utopianism in the forms of social-
ism, communism, and anarchism brought nascent revolutionary
stirrings to American shores. Events highlighted and exacerbated
these very real fears: the violence of the Molly Maguires.in the
Pennsylvania coal fields, the national railroad strike of 1877, the
1886 Haymarket massacre, the 1893 Pullman strike, mining strikes
in Colorado, and the assassinations of two presidents—James
Garfield and William McKinley—all contrasted sharply with the
optimistic vision of the pre—Civil War pastoral republic.

Native-born Americans blamed immigrants for these develop-
ments. Some attributed economic depressions to the inability of the
new immigrants to adapt to American society. Others complained
that the immigrants did not work hard enough or that, by avoiding
agriculture, immigrants formed a parasitic group within the economy.
Some Americans complained that the new immigrants brought con-
flicts with them from the Old World to the New; their politics or ethnic
nationalism or class identity or religion introduced unnatural conflict
in what was a harmonious society. The growing distrust of immigrants
culminated during the depression of 1893 to 1897. The American

Protective Association, founded as an anti-Catholic organization,
blamed nearly all of America’s problems on the new immigrants.
From the well of Congress in Washington, D.C., to the pulpits of
churches in the Midwest, orators expressed their loss of faith in the
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ability of the United States to absorb immigrants or in the g:ma%_M MM
even trying to do so. In addition, many people DOW saW the Smc fhe
the United States as finite. Immigrants boﬁ. o.auN did not contribute %
the growing national wealth or anwoasau but &.mou Mn mM !
immigrant argument went, by increasing the ﬁomEmcon ey ha
reduced the slices of the finite pie of Hmmoﬁnwm.m<2~m¢_o to everyone.
Economic recovery in 1897 and the decline of the ?dw.nom:w
Protective Association did not end the debate over the oomﬁn—uﬂsoﬁo
immigrants. The Dillingham Commission o_o.mnw aoccﬁma. the w,cm ity
of American society to absorb the new wuncmabﬁ.mu and its M.E&Emm
were supported by contemporary nﬁon.om of race in EEMO@ ch& mo
that by the 1920s free entry into the United States would be virtually
obwywwma the native-born debated Eﬁimnwmon vomou.w WBBﬁnmEM
built and reshaped much of American society and life. They Wm
helped build the American industrial order m.bP contrary to @.oﬂ mwm
mythology, many of them had settled the wmdoc.:Em_ Hmbﬁ.m Q&Mo ma
the burgeoning cities; and they had helped build the Ennomm s mba
supplied the labor for mines and factories. HWQ had also ﬂmﬂmcﬂam
American politics, introducing the personalized mﬁﬁo.wm clu o_me
and patronage politics, and they had altered the wo__.com.ﬂ agenda,
becoming a voice in state action. They had meﬁa new Emﬁﬁ::wbw _Hw
American society and, by doing so, had introduced E.w cultura
variety and pluralism which have become .rm:Bmawm of Em United States.
In reshaping American society, immigrants oxvo.ng.nma a ?,OOHm
in which they themselves were reshaped as well. Inimmigrating tothe
United States, they brought with them life-styles mu.m cultural v.wanam
different from the ones they encountered rmwmw. the ideals, habits, an
rituals of life in their native hamlets and cities &m.wmwa fromthe mwQMM%
they ‘encountered after passing through Ellis H.&mba. Obom&E the
United States, immigrants wrestled with the o.onm._Q caﬁﬁoan ad m@gm
to American society while trying to B.&Ewwb Eo_w ﬁ._&cmwwr
European customs. Many wished to ,cmoon .>BmdomEN¢9 ' to
shed the label of “greenhorn’” and mirror Emﬁ. image of the nwﬁﬂo.
born, while many others sought to resist gwﬂongW :.v Bmwbg:u
their native languages and life-st les. S
chetto,fer-HTSTntes, could
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that a babel of foreign tongues could confound unity of action among
workers. .

A resurgence of nativism in the 1880s spawned groups deyeted to

saving the country from imaginary papal conspiracies. most suc-

cessful of these nativist groups, the American Proge€tive Association
(APA), operated mainly in Protestant strongh S of the upper Missis-
petd fantasies of Catholic con-
to keep the public schools free

ion grew slowly from its start in 1887

sippi Valley. Its organizer harbored par
spiracies, and was especially anxigu
from Jesuit control. The assogi
until 1893, when leaders460k advantage of a severe depression to draw
Jarge numbers of thefrustrated to its ranks. The APA soon vanished,
swallowed up.ff the Populist and free-silver agitations, but while it
lasted it pr6moted restricted immigration, more stringent naturalization
requifements, refusal to employ aliens or Catholics, and the teaching of
thie “American” language in the schools.

IMMIGRATION RESTRICTION The movement to restrict immigra-
tion had mixed success beyond the exclusion of certain individuals
deemed undesirable. In 1875, for instance, a new law refused entry to
prostitutes and to convicts whose sentences had been remitted in other
countries on condition that they leave. In 1882 a more general law
added lunatics, idiots, and persons likely to become public charges, and
over the years other specific undesirables joined the list. In 1891 Rep-
resentative Henry Cabot Lodge of Massachusetts took up the cause of
excluding illiterates—a measure that would have affected much of the
new immigration even though the language did not have to be English.
Bills embodying the restriction were vetoed by three presidents on the
ground that they penalized people for lack of opportunity: Cleveland in
1897, Taft in 1913, and Wilson in 1915 and 1917. The last time, how-
ever, Congress overrode the veto.

Proponents of immigration restriction during the late nineteenth
century did succeed in excluding the Chinese, who were victims of
everything the European immigrants suffered, plus color prejudice as
well. By 1880 there were some 75,000 Chinese in California, about
one-ninth of the state’s population. Their nemesis there was himself an
immigrant (from Ireland), Dennis Kearney, leader of the Workingmen’s
party. Many white workers resented the Chinese for accepting lower
wages, but their greatest sin, the editor of the New York Nation opined,
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was perpetuating “those disgusting habits of thrift, industry, and self-
denial.” ,

Exclusion of the Chinese was initially prevented by the Burlingame
Treaty, which in 1868 gave China most-favored-nation status (the same
as the best conceded to any other country) with respect to travel and
immigration. But by 1880 the urgent need for railway labor had ebbed
and a new treaty with China permitted the United States to “regulate,
limit, and suspend” Chinese immigration. In 1882 President Chester A.
Arthur vetoed a twenty-year suspension of immigration from China as
actually a prohibition, but accepted a ten-year suspension, known as
the Chinese Exclusion Act. The legislation closing the doors to Chinese
immigrants received overwhelming support. One congressman ex-
plained that because the “industrial army of Asiatic laborers” was in-
creasing the tension between workers and management in the Ameri-
can economy, “the gate must be closed.”.The Chinese Exclusion Act
was periodically renewed before being extended indefinitely in 1902.
Not until 1943 were such barriers finally removed.

b4

The West Coast counterpart to Ellis Island was the Immigration Sta-

tion on rugged Angel Island, six miles offshore from San Francisco.
Opened in 1910, it served as a processing center for tens of thousands
of Asian immigrants, most of them Chinese.-Although the Chinese Ex-
clusion Act had sharply reduced the flow of Chinese immigrants, it did
not stop the influx completely. Those arrivals who could claim a Chi-
nese-American parent were allowed to enter, as were certain officials,
teachers, merchants, and students. The powerful prejudice.the Chi-
nese immigrants encountered helps explain why over 30 percent of the
arrivals at Angel Island were denied entry. Those who appealed such de-
nials were housed in prison-like barracks for weeks or months. One of
the detainees scratched a poignant poem on a wall: . .

This place is called an island of immortals,

When, in fact, this mountainous wilderness is a prison.
Once you see the open net, why throw yourself in?

It is only because of empty pockets. I can do nothing else.



The wmcm-.mvrc of a Chinaman:
Lee Chew

A native of Canton province, the source of much of the nineteenth-
century Chinese immigration to the United States, Lee Chew grew up
to distrust and even despise white ““foreign devils,” especially the
English and the Americans. At the same time, he marveled at the
technology of these vulgar, duplicitous, violent people—their wireless
telegraphy, weapons and explosives, and steam-powered ships and
spinning mills. And when he was sixteen, one of his fellow villagers
returned home ““with unlimited wealth, which he had obtained in the
country of the American wizards.”” Deciding that he, too, “ would like
to go to the country of the wizards and gain some of their wealth,” Lee
Chew obtained his father’s permission to emigrate.

Lee Chew debarked from his ship in San Francisco at a time of
widespread and virulent anti-Chinese sentiment on the West Coast.
Perceived as racially inferior, as repulsive in life-style, and as pawns
of organized capital in its struggle against the workers, the Chinese in
America in the 1870s and early 1880s suffered from violence and
exclusion from labor unions. In California, anti-Chinese sentiment
and agitation were intense and widespread in state politics, with two of
its parties, the Democratic and the Workingmen’s, both protesting
that the Chinese were every bit as repulsive and un-American as the
blacks. The Democratic party, contended the San Francisco Exam-
iner, the state’s foremost Democratic paper, is ““for a white man’s
government constitutionally administered, against a great Mongrel
military despotism, upheld by a union of the purse and the sword, and
sought to be perpetuated through negro and Chinese votes.” And
Denis Kearney, an Irish immigrant and the leader of the Working-
men’s party, asked his fellow workers: “Are your ready to march
down to the wharf and stop the leprous Chinese from landing? . . .
Judge Lynch is the judge wanted by the workingmen of California. I

Independent, LV (Feb. 19, 1903), 417-23.
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advise all to own a musket and a hundred rounds of ammunition.”*
One result of this agitation was the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882,
which prohibited the immigration of Chinese laborers for a period of
ten years; subsequently, by treaty (in1894) and legislative enactment
(in 1902), this prohibition was made permanent. Other results were
the looting and destruction of Chinese shops and industries, the
burning to the ground of Chinese ghettos and the dispersal of their
residents, and, on occasion, murder.

In spite of these conditions, Lee Chew was ambitious and highly
acquisitive, and he relocated frequently in his pursuit of money..
Operating laundries for a railroad construction gang and for an
assortment of hard-drinking, pistol-toting “wild men” in the gold
mines, he also established laundries successively in the Great Lakes
cities of Chicago, Detroit, and Buffalo. Finally, Lee Chew became “a
general merchant” in New York, opening an import store in the
Chinese section of the city. In the Midwest and the East, as on the
West Coast, he had to confront the harsh reality of anti-Chinese
sentiment. Viewed as opium and gambling addicts, berated as cheap,
anti-union workers, and hated as nonwhites, the Chinese in New York
and elsewhere, most of whom were unattached males, banded
together to found self-help and benevolent societies. Like other
immigrant groups which had been branded by the majority of
Americans as unassimilable—for racial, religious, or ethnic
reasons—the Chinese turned inward and found strength and support
in and among themselves.

THE VILLAGE where I was born is situated in the province of
Canton, on one of the banks of the Si-Kiang River. It is called a
village, altho it is really as big as a city, for there are about 5,000 men
it it over eighteen years of age—women and children and even youths
are not counted in our villages.

All in the village belonged to the tribe of Lee. They did not
intermarry with one another, but the men went to other villages for

their wives and and brought them home to their fathers’ houses, and

1. Both quotations are in Alexander Saxton, “Race and the House of Labor,” in
Gary B. Nash and Richard Weiss, eds., The Great Fear: Race in the Mind of America
(New York, 1970), 111.
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men mno\B other villages—Wus and Wings and Sings and Fongs,
etc.—chose wives from among our girls.

When I was a baby I was kept in our house all the time with my
mother, but when I was a boy of seven I had to sleep at nights with
other boys of the village—about thirty of them in one house. The girls
are separated the same way—thirty or forty of them sleeping together
in one house away from their parents—and the widows have houses
where they work and sleep, tho they go to their fathers” houses to eat

My father’s house is built of fine blue brick, better than the brick in
the houses here in the United States. It is only one story high, roofed
with red tiles and surrounded by a stone wall which also incloses the
yard. There are four rooms in the house, one large living room which

_serves for a parlor and three private rooms, one occupied by my
grandfather, who is very old and very honorable; another by my father
and mother, and the third by my oldest brother and his wife and two
little children. There are no windows, but the door is left open all day.

All the men of the village have farms, but they don’t live on them as
the farmers do here; they live in the village, but go out during the day
time and work their farms, coming home before dark. My father has a
farm of about ten acres, on which he grows a great abundance of
things— sweet potatoes, rice, beans, peas, yams, sugar cane, pine-
apples, bananas, lychee nuts and palms. The palm leaves are useful
and can be sold. Men make fans of the lower part of each leaf near the
stem, and water proof coats and hats, and awnings for boats, of the
parts that are left when the fans are cut out.

So many different things can be grown on one small farm, because
we bring plenty of water in a canal from the mountains thirty miles
away, and every farmer takes as much as he wants for his fields by
means of drains. He can give each crop the right amount of water.

Our people all working together make these things, the mandarin
has nothing to do with it, and we pay no taxes, except a small one on
the land. We have our own Government,consisting of the elders of our
tribe—the honorable men. When a man gets to be sixty years of age he
begins to have honor and to become a leader, and then the older he
grows the more he is honored. We had some men who were nearly one
hundred years, but very few of them.

In spite of the fact that any man may correct them for a fault,

An immigrant from China, Lee Chew attained financial
success despite the anti-Oriental sentiment that was
rampant in the United States. Chew was financially
ambitious, but he also wanted to maintain Chinese
customs, such as his traditional dress. Reproduced
from the Independent.
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Chinese boys have good times and plenty of play. We played games
like tag, and other games like shinny and a sort of football called yin.

We had dogs to play with—plenty of dogs and good dogs—that
understand Chinese as well as American dogs understand American
language. We hunted with them, and we also went fishing and had as
good a time as American boys, perhaps better, as we were almost
always together in our house, which was a sort of boys’ club house, so
we had many playmates. Whatever we did we did all together, and our
rivals were the boys of other club houses, with whom we sometimes
competed in the games. But all our play outdoors was in the daylight,
because there were many graveyards about and after dark, so it was
said, black ghosts with flaming mouths and eyes and long claws and
teeth would come from these and tear to pieces and devour any one
whom they might meet.

It was not all play for us boys, however. We had to go to school,
where we learned to read and write and to recite the precepts of Kong-
foo-tsze and the other Sages and stories about the great Emperors of
China, who ruled with the wisdom of gods and gave to the whole world
the light of high civilization and the culture of our literature, which is
the admiration of all nations.

I went to my parents’ house for meals, mvvnomoabm my grandfather
with awe, my father and mother with veneration and my elder brother
with respect. I never spoke unless spoken to, but I listened and heard
much concerning the red haired, green eyed foreign devils with the
hairy faces, who had lately come out of the sea and clustered on our
shores. They were wild and fierce and wicked, and paid no regard to
the moral precepts of Kong-foo-tsze and the Sages; neither did they
worship their ancestors, but pretended to be wiser than their fathers
and grandfathers. They loved to beat people and to rob and murder. In
the streets of Hong Kong many of them could be seen reeling drunk.
Their speech was a savage roar, like the voice of the tiger or the
buffalo, and they wanted to take the land away from the Chinese.
Their men and women lived together like animals, without any
iarriage or faithfulness and even were shameless enought to walk the
streets arm in arm in daylight. So the old men said.

All this was very shocking and disgusting, as our women seldom
were on the street, except in the evenings, when they went with the
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water jars to the three wells that supplied all the people. Then if they
met a man they stood still, with their faced turned to the wall, while he
Now& the other way when he passed them. A man who spoke'to a
woman in the street in a Chinese village would be beaten, perhaps
killed. .

My grandfather told how the English foreign devils had made
wicked war on the Emperor, and by means of their enchantments and
spells had defeated his armies and forced him to admit their opium, so
that the Chinese might smoke and become weakened and the foreign
devils might rob them of their land.

My grandfather said that it was well known that the Chinese were
always the greatest and wisest among men. They had invented and
discovered everything that was good. Therefore the things which the
foreign devils had and the Chinese had not must be evil. Some of these
things were very wonderful, enabling the red haired savages to talk
with one another, tho they might be thousands of miles apart. They
had suns that made darkness like day, their ships carried earthquakes
and volcanoes to fight for them, and thousands of demons that lived in
iron and steel houses spun their cotton and silk, pushed their boats,
pulled their cars, printed their newspapers and did other work for
them. They were constantly showing disrespect for their ancestors by
getting new things to take the place of the old.

I heard about the American foreign devils, that they were false,
having made a treaty by which it was agreed that they could freely
come to China, and the Chinese as freely goto their country. Afterthis
treaty was made China opened its doors to them and then they broke
the treaty that they had asked for by shutting the Chinese out of their
country.

When I was ten years of age I worked on my fathers farm,
digging, hoeing, manuring, gathering and carrying the crop. We had no
horses, as nobody under the rank of an official is allowed to have a
horse in China, and horses do not work on farms there, which is the
reason why the roads there are so bad. The people cannot use roads as
they are used here, and so they do not make them.

I worked on my father’s farm till I was about sixteen years of age,
when a man of our tribe came back from America and took ground as
large as four city blocks and made a paradise of it. He put alarge stone
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wall around and led some streams through and built a palace and
summer house and about twenty other structures, with beautiful
bridges over the streams and walks and roads. Trees and flowers,
singing birds, water fowl and curious animals were within the walls.

The man had gone away from our village a poor boy. Now he
returned with unlimited wealth, which he had obtained in the country
of the American wizards. After many amazing adventures he had
become a merchant in a city called Mott Street, so it was said.

When his palace and grounds were completed he gave a dinner to
all the people who assembled to be his guests. One hundred pigs
roasted whole were served on the tables, with chickens, ducks, geese
and such an abundance of dainties that our villagers even now lick
their fingers when they think of it. He had the best actors from Hong
Kong performing, and every musician for miles around was playing
and singing. At night the blaze of the lanterns could be seen for many
miles.

Having made his wealth among the barbarians this man had
faithfully returned to pour it out among his tribesmen, and he is living
in our village now very happy, and a pillar of strength to the poor.

The wealth of this man filled my mind with the idea that I, too,
would like to go to the country of the wizards and gain some of their
wealth, and after a long time my father consented, and gave me his
blessing, and my mother took leave of me with tears, while my
grandfather laid his hand upon my head and told me to remember and
live up to the admonitions of the Sages, to avoid gambling, bad women
and men of evil minds, and so to govern my conduct that when I died
my ancestors might rejoice to welcome me as a guest on high.

My father gave me $100, and I went to Hong Kong with five other
boys from our place and we got steerage passage on a steamer, paying
$50 each. Everything was new to me. All my life I had been used to
sleeping on a board bed with a wooden pillow, and I found the
steamer's bunk very uncomfortable, because it was so soft. The food
was different from that which I had been used to, and I did notlike it at
all. T was afraid of the stews, for the thought of what they might be
made of by the wicked wizards of the ship made me ill. Of the great
power of these people I saw many signs. The engines that moved the
ship were wonderful monsters, strong enough to lift mountains. When
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We slept there and that night I left my father and young brother. My W and say :UaB,\ grafters.” They were the richest people I had ever
father gave me $50 besides my ticket. The next morning before light seen—the boat was the biggest boatI had ever seen— the machine that
we were going through the woods and we came to the frontier. Three made it go was very big, and so was the horn that blew in a fog. I felt

roads run along the frontier. On the first road there is a soldier every , everything get bigger and go quicker every day.
mile, who stands there all night. On the second road is a soldier every It was the most when we came to New York. We were drivenin a
half mile, and on the third road is a soldier every quarter of amile. The m thick crowd to the railroad station. The old man kept pointing and
guide went ahead through the woods. I hid with my big bag behind a ” saying “ Grafters, grafters,” till the guide punched him and said, “Be
bush and whenever he raised his hand I sneaked along. I felt cold all , quick, damn you, be quick.” . . . “I will be quick pretty soon,” said the
over and sometimes hot. He told me that sometimes he took twenty old man to me, “and den I will get back dot pipe in Cincinnati. And
2 immigrants together, all without passports, and then he could not pass , when I will be quicker still, alreddy, I will steal some odder man’s pipe.
MMJ the soldiers and so he paid a soldier he knew one dollar a head to let ! Every quick American man is a grafter.”” I began to believe that this
.,mfw them by. He said the soldier was very strict and counted them to see was true, but I was mixed up and could not think long at one time. .
‘% 1 that he was not being cheated. Everything got quicker—worse and worse—till then atlast I wasina
=5 So I was in Germany. Two days after that we reached Tilzit and the boarding house by the stockyards in Chicago, with three Lithuanians,
Mm\, guide took me to the railroad man. This man had a crowd of who knew my father’s sisters at home. :
immigrants in a room, and we started that night on the railroad— ; That first night we sat around in the house and they asked me,
/\/v_. fourth class. It was bad riding sometimes. I used to think of , “Well, why did you come?”” I told them about that first night and what ,
Alexandria. We were all green and slow. The railroad man used to say the ugly shoemaker said about “life, liberty and the getting of ,
to me, * You will have to be quicker than this in Chicago,” and he was | rmmwmbmmm.: They all leaned back and laughed. “What you fieed s~ Dvc_ ‘Tm' i
right. We were very slow in the stations where we changed trains, and money,” they said. “It was all right at homeé=You wanted-nothing~ <, "
he used to shout at us then, and one old German man who spoke : You ate your own meat and your own things on the farm. You made Wj\/f/ Y
Lithuanian told me what the man was calling us. When he told me this 7 your own clothes and had your own leather. The other things you got y
I hurried, and so did the others, and we began to learn to be quicker. It K at the Jew man’s store and paid him with sacks of rye. But here you ‘ % ,
took three days to get to Hamburg There we were put in a big house W want a hundred things. Whenever you walk out you see new things
called a barracks, and we waited a week. The old German man told | you want, and you must have money to buy everything.” W
me that the barracks men were cheating us. He had been once to , Then one man asked me, “How much have you?” and I told him
Cincinnati in America to visit his son, who kept a saloon. His old, long W $30. ““You must buy clothes to look rich, even if you are notrich,” he
pipe was stolen there. He kept saying, “Dem grafters, dem grafters,” said. “With good clothes you-will-have-friends:” Q&Vﬁ -
in a low voice whenever they brought food to sell, for our bags were The next morning three of these men took me to a store near the
now empty. They kept us there till our money was half spent on food. I stockyards to buy a coat and pants. “Look out,” said one of them. “Is
asked the old man what kind of American men were grafters, and he W he a grafter?” I asked. They all laughed. ““You stand still. That is all
said “All kinds in Cincinnati, but more in Chicago!” I knew I was | you have to do,” they said. So the Jew man kept putting on coats and I
going to Chicago, and I began to think quicker. I thought quicker yet moved my arms and back and sides when they told me. We stayed
on the boat. I saw men playing cards. I played and lost $1.86 in my - theretill it was time for dinner. Then we bought a suit. I paid $5 and
new money, till the old man came behind me and said, “Dem : then I was to pay $1 a week for five weeks.
grafters.” When I heard this I got scared and threw down my cards. In the afternoon I went to a big store. There was a man named Elias.

That old man used to point up at the rich people looking down at us “He is not a grafter,” said my friends. He was nice to me and gave me
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The elevator at Lord & Taylor
store, 1873.

grounds and representing every walk of life poured into the Emﬁ-zmw%%ﬁ

apartment buildings and ramshackle tenements springing up in e
-major city. They came in search of jobs, wealth, and new o@@oﬁ;ﬁ&mm
Rising wages and the availability of new consumer goods in the': mmNNrDQ
new downtown department stores improved the material’standard of
living for millions—while widening the gap between the poor and the
affluent. Broadened access to public education and to public health
services improved literacy and lowered infant :W@%S_HQ rates (although
the death rate for adult black males 85@%5& quite high). Break-
throughs in medical science eventually _u%@:orﬁ cures for tuberculosis,
typhoid, and diphtheria-—although nr@%m infectious diseases remained
the century’s leading killers. %@%

The rise of metropolitan %&om also created an array of new social
problems. Corporations becage so powerful that some of their owners
decided that they were apove the law. When someone warned Cor-
nelius Vanderbilt, the géilroad tycoon, that he might be violating the
ve replied, “Law? What do I care about the law.
er?” Rapid urban development also produced wide-

many Arfiericans.

AMERICA'S MOVE TO TOWN

The mushrooming cities served as powerful magnets that lured
workers by the millions from the countryside and overseas. This urban-
industrial revolution greatly increased the national wealth and trans-
formed the pace and tenor of American life. City people and folks who
worked in factories rather than on farms, while differing significantly
among themselves, also became distinctively and recognizably urban in
demeanor and outlook.

EXPLOSIVE URBAN GROWTH The frontier was a safety valve, histo-
rian Frederick Jackson Turner said in his influential thesis on American
development. Its cheap lands afforded a release for the population pres-
sures mounting in the cities. If there was such a thing as a safety valve
in his own time, however, he had it exactly backward. The flow of popu-
lation toward the city was greater than toward the West, and “country
come to town” epitomized the American people better than the occa-
sional city “dude” who turned up in cow country.

Much of the westward movement in fact was itself an urban move-
ment, spawning new towns near the mining digs or at the railheads.
More often than not, western towns anticipated settlement. They sup-
plied headquarters for the land boomers and services for the hinter-
lands. On the Pacific coast a greater portion of the population was ur-
banized than anywhere else; its major concentrations were around San
Francisco Bay at first, and then in Los Angeles, which became a boom
town after the arrival of the Southern Pacific and Santa Fe Railroads in
the 1880s. Seattle grew quickly, first as the terminus of three transcon-
tinental railroad lines, and by the end of the century as the staging area
for the Yukon gold rush. Minneapolis, St. Paul, Omaha, Kansas City,
and Denver were no longer the mere villages they had been in 1860.
The South, too, produced new cities: Durham, North Carolina, and
Birmingham, Alabama, which were centers of tobacco and iron manu-
factures, and Houston, Texas, which handled cotton and cattle, and
later oil.

Trade and transportation had been the city builders of the past. Eight
of the nine cities that by 1860 had passed 100,000 in population were
ports, and the ninth (Brooklyn) was a suburb to the largest port. By the
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late nineteenth century no city could hope to thrive without at least one
railroad, and most had a cluster of railroads. But it was the explosive
rise of industry that powered the growth of new cities during this pe-
riod. Industry brought huge concentrations of labor, and both required
the proliferation of services that became synonymous with city life.
The emergence of the major cities was completed during the years .
from 1860 to 1910. After that, new cities sprang up only in unusual cir-
cumstances: Miami was the product of tourism brought by the coastal
railroad, while Tulsa resulted from an oil boom. In those fifty years,
population in incorporated towns of 2,500 or more grew from 6 million
to 45 million, or from 20 to 46 percent of the nation’s total population.
While the Far West had the greatest proportion of urban population,
the Northeast had far greater numbers of people in its teeming cities.
There the situation that Thomas Jefferson had so dreaded was coming
to pass: the people “piled high up on one another in the cities,” and
worse, these people increasingly were landless, tool-less, and home-
less—an urban proletariat with nothing but their labor to sell. By 1900

THE EMERGENCE OF CITIES, 1920
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more than 90 percent of the residents in New York's Manhattan lived in

rented homes or tenements. .
The cities expanded both vertically and horizontally to absorb their

‘huge populations. In either case, transportation innovations played an

important role: the elevator, the streetcar, and, before the end of the
century, the first automobiles. The first safety elevator, which would not
fall if the rope or cable broke, was developed in 1852 by Elisha Graves
Otis. In 1889 the Otis Elevator Company installed the first electric ele-
vator, which made possible the erection of taller buildings. Before the
1860s, few structures had gone higher than three or four stories.

Before the 1890s, the chief power sources of urban transport were ei-
ther animals or steam. Horse- and mule-drawn streetcars had appeared
in antebellum cities, but they were slow and cumbersome, and cleaning
up after the animals added to the cost. In 1873 San Francisco became
the first city to use cable cars that clamped onto a moving underground
cable driven by a central power source. Some cities used steam-pow-
ered trains on elevated tracks, but by the 1890s electric trolleys were

replacing these.



Such systems spread rapidly, and in some places mass-transit compa-
nies began to dig underground passages for their cars. Around the turn
of the century, subway systems began operation in Boston, New York,
and Philadelphia. Advances in bridge building through the use of steel
and the perfection of the steel-cable suspension bridge also extended
the reach of commuters. The marvels of the age were James B. Eads’s
cantilevered steel bridge over the Mississippi at St. Louis (1874) and
John A. and Washington Roebling’s cable-supported Brooklyn Bridge
(1883), which linked Brooklyn to Manhattan.

The spread of mass transit allowed large numbers of people to be-
come commuters, and a growing middle class (working folk often could
not afford even the nickel fare) retreated to quieter tree-lined “streetcar
suburbs” whence they could travel into the central city for business or
entertainment. The pattern of urban growth often became a sprawl,
since it took place usually without plan, in the interest of a fast buck,
and without thought to the need for parks and public services.

The use of horse-drawn railways, cable cars, and electric trolleys
helped transform the social characters of cities. Until the implementa-
tion of such new transportation systems, people of all classes lived and
worked together in the central city. After the Civil War, however, the
emergence of suburbs began to segregate people according to their eco-

The Brooklyn Bridge under construc-
tion, 1877.

Central Park tunnel, 1903. The subway system helped abate the

street-level congestion that plagued cities at the turn-of-the-century.

nomic standing. The more affluent moved outside the city, leaving the
working folk, many of whom were immigrants, behind. The poorer dis-
tricts in the city became more congested and crime-ridden as the popu-
lation grew, fueled by waves of newcomers from abroad.

cITY POLITICS The sheer size of cities helped create a new form of
politics. Since individuals could hardly provide for themselves such
necessary services as transit, paving, water, sewers, street lighting and
cleaning, and fire and police protection, they came increasingly to rely
on city government. Meanwhile, many city problems were handled by
local political bosses who traded in patronage favors and graft. Big-city
political machines were not altogether sinister in their effects: they pro-
vided food and money for the poor, fixed problems at city hall, and gen-
erally helped immigrants in their adjustment to a new life. One ward
boss in Boston said: “There’s got to be in every ward somebody that any
bloke can come to—no matter what he’s done—and get help. Im;u you
understand, none of your law and justice, but help.”

In return, the political professionals felt entitled to some reward for
having done the grubby work of the local organization. George Wash-
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The Down Town Back-alleys and the Sweaters of Jewtown

Here comes a pleasure party, as gay as any on the avenue, though the carry-all
is an ash-cart. The father is the driver and he has taken his brown-legged boy
for a ride. How proud and happy they both look up there on their perch! The
queer old building they have halted in front of is “The Ship,” famous for fifty
years as a ramshackle tenement filled with the oddest crowd. No one knows:
why it is called “The Ship,” though there is a tradition that once the river came
clear up here to Hamilton Street, and boats were moored along-side it. More
likely it is because it is as bewildering inside as a crazy old ship, with its ups and
downs of ladders parading as stairs and its unexpected pitfalls. But Hamilton
Street, like Water Street, is not what it was. The missions drove from the latter
the worst of its dives. A sailors’ mission has lately made its appearance in Ham-
ilton Street, but there are no dives there, nothing worse than the ubiquitous sa-
loon and tough tenements. ,

Enough of them everywhere. Suppose we look into one? No.—Cherry Street.
Be a little careful, please! The hall is dark and you might stumble over the chil-
dren pitching pennies back there. Not that it would hurt them; kicks and cuffs
are their daily diet. They have little else. Here where the hall turns and dives
into utter darkness is a step, and another, another. A flight of stairs. You can
feel your way, if you cannot see it. Close? Yes! What would you have? All the
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fresh air that ever enters these stairs comes from the hall-door that is forever
slamming, and from the windows of dark bedrooms that in turn receive from
the stairs their sole supply of elements God meant to be free, but man deals out
with such niggardly hand. That was a woman filling her pail by the hydrant
you just bumped against. The sinks are in the hallway, that all the tenants may
have access—and all to be poisoned alike by their summer stenches. Hear the
pump squeak! It is the lullaby of tenement-house babes. In summer, when a
thousand thirsty throats pant for a cooling drink in this block, it is worked in
vain. But the saloon, whose open door you passed in the hall, is always there.
The smell of it has followed you up. Here is a door. Listen! That shért hacking
nOﬁmw that tiny, helpless wail—what do they mean? They mean that the

. soiled bow of white you saw on the door downstairs will have another story to

tell—Oh! a sadly familiar story—before the day is at an end. The child is dying
with measles. With half a chance it might have lived; but it had none. The dark
bedroom killed it.

“It was took all of a suddint,” says the mother, smoothing the throbbing lit-
tle body with trembling hands. There is no unkindness in the rough voice of
the man in the jumper, who sits by the window grimly smoking a clay pipe,
with the little life ebbing out in his sight, bitter as his words sound: “Hush,
Mary! if we cannot keep the baby, need we complain—such as we?”

Such as we! What if the words ring in your ears as we grope our way up the
stairs and down from floor to floor, listening to the sounds behind the closed
doors—some of quarreling, some of coarse songs, more of profanity. They are
true. When the summer heats come with their suffering, they have meaning
more terrible than words can tell. .

Come over here. Step carefully over this baby—it is a baby, spite of its rags
and dirt—under these iron bridges called fire-escapes, but loaded down, de-
spite the incessant watchfulness of the firemen, with broken household goods,
with washtubs and barrels, over which no man could climb from a fire. This
gap between dingy brick walls is the yard. The strip of smoke-colored sky up

there is the heaven of these people. Do you wonder the name does not attract

them to churches? That baby’s parents live in the rear tenement here. She is at
least as clean as the steps we are now QE&E% There-are plenty of houses with
half a hundred such in. The tenement is much like the one in front we just left,
only fouler, closer, darker—we will not say more cheerless. The word is a mock-
ery. A hundred thousand people lived in rear tenements in New York last year.

Evening has worn into night as we take up our homeward journey through the
streets, now no longer silent. The thousands of lighted windows in the tene-
ments glow like dull red eyes in a huge stone wall. From every door multitudes
of tired men and women pour forth for a half-hourt’s rest in the onen air hafare
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sleep closes the eyes weary with incessant working. Crowds of half-naked chil-
dren tumble in the street and on the sidewalk, or doze fretfully on the stone
steps.”As we stop in front of a tenement to watch one of these groups, a §
baby in a single brief garment—yet a sweet, human little baby despite its dirt
and tatters—tumbles off the lowest step, rolls over once, clutches my leg with
unconscious grip, and goes to sleep on the flagstones, its curly head pillowed
on my boot.

How the Case Stands
There are three effective ways of dealing with the tenements in New York:

I. By law. -
II. By remodeling and Bmmabm the most out of the old wocmmm.

III. By building new, model tenements.

Private enterprise—conscience, to put it in the category of duties, where it
belongs—must do the lion’s share under these last two heads. Of what the law
has effected I have spoken already. The drastic measures adopted in Pazis, in
Glasgow, and in London are not practicable here on anything like as large a
scale. Still it can, under strong pressure of public opinion, rid us of the worst
plague-spots. The Mulberry Street Bend will go the way of the Five Points when
all the red tape that binds the hands of municipal effort has been unwound.
Prizes were offered in public competition, some years ago, for the best plans of
modern tenement-houses. It may be that we shall see the day when the build-
ing of model tenements will be encouraged by subsidies in the way of a rebate
of taxes. Meanwhile the arrest and summary punishment of landlords, or their
agents, who persistently violate law and decency, will have a salutary effect. If
a few of the wealthy absentee landlords, who are the worst offenders, could be
got within the jurisdiction of the city, and by arrest be compelled to employ
proper overseers, it would be a proud day for New York. To remedy the over-
crowding, with which the night inspections of the sanitary police cannot keep
step, tenements may eventually have to he licensed, as now the lodging-
houses, to hold so many tenants, and no more; or the State may have to bring
down the rents that cause the crowding, by assuming the right to regulate
them as it regulates the fares on the elevated roads. I throw out the suggestion,
knowing quite well that it is open to attack. It emanated originally from one of
the brightest minds that have had to struggle officially with this tenement-
house question in the last ten years. In any event, to succeed, reform by law

must aim at making it unprofitable to own a bad tenement. At best, it is apt to
travel at a snail’s pace, while the enemy it pursues is putting the best foot fore-
most .
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Enough has been said to show that model tenements can be built success-
fully and made to pay in New York, if the owner will be content with the five or
six per cent. he does not even dream of when investing his funds in “govern-
ments” at three or four. It is true that in the latter case he has only to cut off
his coupons and cash them. But the extra trouble of looking after his tenement
property, that is the condition of his highest and lasting success, is the penalty
exacted for the sins of our fathers that “shall be visited upon the children, unto
the third and fourth generation.” We shall indeed be well off, if it stop there. I
fear there is too much reason to believe that our own iniquities must be added
to transmit the curse still further. And yet, such is the leavening influence of a
good deed in that dreary desert of sin and suffering, that the erection of a sin-
gle good tenement has the power to change, gradually but surely, the character
of a whole bad block. It sets up a standard to which the neighborhood must
rise, if it cannot succeed in dragging it down to its own low level.

And so this task, too, has come to an end. Whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap. I have aimed to tell the truth as I saw it. If this book shall
have borne ever so feeble a hand in garnering a harvest of justice, it has served
its purpose. While I was writing these lines I went down to the sea, where
thousands from the city were enjoying their summer rest. The ocean slum-
bered under a cloudless sky. Gentle waves washed lazily over the white sand,
where children fled before them with screams of laughter. Standing there and
watching their play, I was told that during the fierce storms of winter it Um@-
pened that this sea, now so calm, rose in rage and beat down, broke over the
bluff, sweeping all before it. No barrier built by human hands had power to
stay it then. The sea of a mighty population, held in galling fetters, heaves un-
easily in the tenements. Once already our city, to which have come the duties
and responsibilities of metropolitan greatness before it was able to fairly mea-
sure its task, has felt the swell of its resistless flood. If it rise once more, no hu-
man power may avail to check it. The gap between the classes in which it
surges, unseen, unsuspected by the thoughtless, is widening day by day. No
tardy enactment of law, no political expedient, can close it. Against all other
dangers our system of government may offer defence and shelter; against this
not. I know of but one bridge that will carry us over safe, a bridge founded
upon justice and built of human hearts. )

I believe that the danger of such conditions as are fast growing up around us
is greater for the very freedom which they mock. The words of the poet, with
whose lines I prefaced this book, are truer to-day, have far deeper meaning to
us, than when they were penned forty years ago:

—Think ye that building shall endure
Which shelters the noble and crushes the poor?




to Children is to the baby-waif, the Children’s Aid Society is to the homeless
boy at this real turning-point in his career. The good it has done cannot easily be
overestimated. Its lodging-houses, its schools and its homes block every avenue
of escape with their offer of shelter upon terms which the boy soon accepts, as
on the whole cheap and fair. In the great Duane Street lodging-house for news-
boys, they are succinctly stated in a “notice” over the door that reads thus:
“Boys who swear and chew tobacco cannot sleep here.” There is another un-
written condition, viz.: that the boy shall be really without a home; but upon
this the managers wisely do not insist too obstinately, accepting without too
close inquiry his account of himself where that seems advisable, well knowing
that many a home that sends forth such lads far less deserves the name than the
one they are able to give them.

DOCUMENT 20.7

In His Steps

Charles Monroe Sheldon J _

There was some reason, perhaps, . . . for Henry Maxwell’s feeling of satisfaction
whenever he considered his parish as he had the previous Sunday. There was
an unusually Jarge number of strong, individual characters who claimed mem-
bership there. But as he noted their faces this morning he was simply wonder-
ing how many of them would respond to the strange proposition he was about
to make. He continued slowly, taking time to choose his words owaﬁmcbvo and
giving the people an impression they had never felt before, even when he was
at his best with his most dramatic delivery. ﬁ

“What I am going to propose now is something which ought not to appear
unusual or at all impossible of execution. Yet I am aware that it will be so re-
garded by a large number, perhaps, of the members of this church. But in order
that we may have a thorough understanding of what we are considering, I will
put my proposition very plainly, perhaps bluntly. I want volunteers from the
First Church who will pledge themselves, earnestly and honestly for an entire
year, not to do anything without first asking the question, “‘What would Jesus
do?” And after asking that question, each one will follow Jesus as exactly as he
knows how, no matter what the result may be. I will of course include myself in
this company of volunteers, and shall take for granted that my church here will
not be surprised at my future conduct, as based upon this standard of action,
and will not oppose whatever is done if they think Christ would do it. Have I
made my meaning clear? At the close of the service I want all those members
who are willing to join such a company to remain and we will talk over the de-
tails of the plan. Our motto will be, “‘What would Jesus do?” Our aim will be to

\

Source: From Charles Monroe Sheldon, in His Steps {Old Tappan, N.J.: Fleming H. Revel Co., 1977),
pp. 16—-17, 183-85.
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QuEesTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. According to Jacob Riis, what are some of the problems of tenement
life in New York City? .

2. How did these conditions develop, and why did they persist?

3. Who was the audience for Riis’ book?

4. What is the significance of How the Other Half Lives?

e a little careful, please! The hall is dark and you might stumble over
the children pitching pennies back there. Not that it would hurt
them; kicks and cuffs are their daily diet. They have little else. Here where
the hall turns and dives into utter darkness is a step, and another, another. A
flight of stairs. You can feel your way, if you cannot see it. Close? Yes! What
would you have? All the fresh air that ever enters these stairs comes from the
hall-door that is forever slamming, and from the windows of dark bedrooms
that in turn receive from the stairs their sole supply of the elements God
meant to be free, but man deals out with such niggardly hand. That was a
woman filling her pail by the hydrant you just bumped against. The sinks
are in the hallway, that all the tenants may have access—and all be poisoned
alike by their summer stenches. Hear the pump squeak! It is the lullaby of
tenement-house babes. In summer, when a thousand thirsty throats pant for
a cooling drink in this block, it is worked in vain. But the saloon, whose open
door you passed in the hall, is always there. The smell of it has followed you
up. Here is a door. Listen! That short hacking cough, that tiny, helpless
wail—what do they mean? They mean that the soiled bow of white you saw
on the door downstairs will have another story to tell—Oh! a sadly familiar
story—before the day is at an end. The child is dying with measles. With half
a chance it might have lived; but it had none. The dark bedroom killed it. . ..
In the dull content of life bred on the tenement-house dead level there is lit-
tle to redeem it, or to calm apprehension for a society that has nothing better to
offer its toilers; while the patient efforts of the lives finally attuned to it to ren-
der the situation tolerable, and the very success of these efforts, serve only to
bring out in stronger contrast the general gloom of the picture by showing
how much farther they might have gone with half a chance. Go into any of the
“respectable” tenement neighborhoods—the fact that there are not more than
two saloons on the corner, nor over three or four in the block will serve as a fair
guide—where live the great body of hard-working Irish and German immi-
grants and their descendants, who accept naturally the conditions of tenement
life, because for them there is nothing else in New York; be with the menagerie
view that, if fed, they have no cause of complaint, you shall come away agree-
ing with me that, humanly speaking, life there does not seem worth the living.
Take at random one of these uptown tenement blocks, not of the worst nor yet
of the most prosperous kind, within hail of what the newspapers would call a
“fine residential section.” These houses were built since the last cholera scare

Jacob A. Riis, How the Other Half Lives (New York, 1890), 33-34, 121-122, 124.




made people willing to listen to reason. The block is not like the one over on
the East Side in which I actually lost my way once. There were thirty or forty
rear houses in the heart of it, three or four on every lot, set at all sorts of
angles, with odd, winding passages, or no passage at all, only “runaways” for
the thieves and toughs of the neighborhood. These yards are clear. There is air
there, and it is about all there is. The view between brick walls outside is that
of a stony street; inside, of rows of unpainted board fences, a bewildering
maze of clothes-posts and lines; underfoot, a desert of brown, hard-baked soil
from which every blade of grass, every stray weed, every speck of green, has

been trodden out, as must inevitably be every gentle thought and aspiration’

above the mere wants of the body in those whose moral natures such home
surroundings are to nourish. In self-defense, you know, all life eventually
accommodates itself to its environment, and human life is no exception.
Within the house there is nothing to supply the want thus left unsatisfied.
Tenement-houses have no aesthetic resources. If any are to be brought to bear
on them, they must come from the outside. There is the common hall with
doors opening softly on every landing as the strange step is heard on the
stairs, the air-shaft that seems always so busy letting out foul stenches from
below that it has no time to earn its name by bringing down fresh air, the
squeaking pumps that hold no water, and the rent that is never less than one
week’s wages out of the four, quite as often half of the family earnings.

Why complete the sketch? It is drearily familiar already. Such as it is, it is

the frame in which are set days, weeks, months, and years of unceasing toil,
just able to fill the mouth and clothe the back. Such as it is, it is the world,
and all of it, to which these weary workers return nightly to feed heart and

brain after wearing out the body at the bench, or in the shop. . .

With the first hot nights in June police despatches, that record the killing
of men and women by rolling off roofs and window-sills while asleep,
announce that the time of greatest suffering among the poor is at hand. It is
in hot weather, when life indoors is well-nigh unbearable with cooking,
sleeping, and working, all crowded into the small rooms together, that the
tenement expands, reckless of all restraint. Then a strange and picturesque
life moves upon the flat roofs. In the day and early evening mothers air their
babies there, the boys fly their kites from the house-tops, undismayed by
police regulations, and the young men and girls court and pass the growler.
In the stifling July nights, when the big barracks are like fiery furnaces, their
very walls giving out absorbed heat, men and women lie in restless, swelter-
ing rows, panting for air and sleep. .

circumstances and disillusioned with both traditional parties, the i
(Populist) was formed in 1892 to represent small producers—particule
against large corporations, the railroads, and banks. Labeling itself a p
the People’s party was a fusion of several agricultural groups,

Farmer’s \»:S:nm\ which advocated a program to wmn@@ n%w

form, which the People’s party national convention, megting in Omi
accepted on July 4, 1892. The platform expressed

1. Who is the audience for the Populisfplatform?
2. How would the platform resolve agricultural problems ar
vide for more democracy?
3. What aspects of the platform aye
farmers? /
4. What are some of more radi al proposals?

5. Why is this platform signi owbﬁ»

designed to attract votes

hile our sympathies ag'a party of reform are naturally u
. of every proposition/ hich will tend to make men 53_
ous, and temperate, we névertheless regard these questions, i
they are, as secondary t ‘the great issues now pressing for s
upon which not only o &S&ﬁ& prosperity but the very exi:
institutions depend; and we ask all men to first help us deternr
we are to have a republic to administer before we differ as to t
upon which it is to Ye administered, believing that the forces o
day organized will/never cease to move forward until every wi
died and equal rights and equal privileges securely establishe
men and women of this country.

hall be permanent and perpetual; may its spirit ¢
salvation of the Republic and the uplifting of man

summated
hearts for

Secondf—Wealth belongs to him who creates it, and every
from indfistry without an equivalent is robbery. “If any will not-
shall hejeat.” The interests of rural and civil labor are the same; t

are identical.

jrd—We believe that the time has come when the railroad
will gither own the people or the people must own the railroads
the government enter upon the work of owning and managing
raflroads, we should favor an amendment to the constitution |

“People’s Party Platform,” (Omaha) Morning World-Herald, 5 July 1892, p. 6.
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nation, with annual sales over $500 million. The new mail-order plant
that opened in 1906 was the largest business building in the world. Soon
there were regional distribution centers scattered across the country.

The Sears catalog helped create a truly national market and in the
process transformed the lives of millions of people. With the advent of
free rural mail delivery in 1898 and the widespread distribution of Sears
catalogs, families on farms and in small towns and villages could pur-
chase by mail the products that heretofore were either prohibitively ex-
pensive or available only to city dwellers. By the turn of the century, 6
million catalogs were distributed each year, and the catalog had become
the single most widely read book in the nation except for the Bible.
Rural schools that lacked readers used the catalog to teach reading and
spelling. Students learned arithmetic by adding up lists of orders, and
they learned geography by studying the postal zone maps included in
the catalog. Some readers of the Sears catalog thought everything pic-
tured was available for purchase. One lonely farmer wrote a letter to the
company in which he proposed marriage to the “girl wearing hat num-
ber 68 on p. 153 of your catalog.” ‘

A CHANGING ENVIRONMENT FOR WORKERS

THE DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH Accompanying the spread of
huge industrial combinations was a rising standard of living for most
people. If the rich were still getting richer, a lot of other people were at
least better off, and the pre—Civil War trend toward even higher con-
centrations of wealth slacked off. This, of course, is far from saying that
disparities in the distribution of wealth had disappeared. One set of es-
timates reveals that in both 1860 and 1900 the richest 2 percent of
American families owned more than a third of the nation’s physical
wealth, while the top 10 percent owned almost three-fourths. All the
nation’s physical assets were in the hands of half its families. Studies of
social mobility in towns across the country show, however, that while
the rise from rags to riches was rare, “upward mobility both from blue-
collar to white-collar callings and from low-ranked to high-ranked man-
ual jobs was quite common.”

The continuing demand for unskilled or semiskilled workers, mean-
while, attracted new groups entering the workforce at the bottom: immi-

grants above all, but also growing numbers of women and children. Be-
cause of a long-term decline in prices and the cost of living, real wages
and earnings in manufacturing went up about 50 percent between 1860
and 1890, and another 37 percent from 1890 to 1914. By modern-day
standards, however, working conditions were dreary indeed. At the turn
of the century, the average hourly wage in manufacturing was 21.6¢,
and average annual earnings were $490. The average workweek was
fifty-nine hours, or nearly six ten-hour days, but that was only an aver-
age. Most steelworkers put in a twelve-hour day, and as late as the
1920s, a great many worked a seven-day, or eighty-four-hour, week.

A NEW SOCIAL WORLD The fact that wages rose in no way dis-
counts the high social costs of industrialization. In the crowded tene-
ments that were built in major cities, the death rates ran substantially
higher than in the countryside. Factories maintained poor health and
safety conditions. In 1913, for instance, there were some 25,000 fac-
tory fatalities and 700,000 job-related injuries that required at least
four weeks’ disability. In this new bureaucratic world, ever-larger num-
bers of people were dependent on the machinery and factories of own-
ers whom they seldom if ever saw. In the simpler world of small shops,
workers and employers could enter into close personal relationships;
the larger corporation, on the other hand, was likely governed by a bu-
reaucracy in which ownership was separate from management. Much
of the social history of the modern world in fact turns on the transition
from a world of personal relationships to one of impersonal and con-

tractual relationships.

UNION ORGANIZATION

DISORGANIZED PROTEST Under these circumstances it was far
more difficult for workers to organize for mutual benefit than for a few
captains of industry to organize for profit. Civic leaders respected prop-
erty rights more than the rights of labor. Many businessmen believed
that a “labor supply” was simply another commodity to be procured at
the lowest possible price.

Among workers recently removed from an agrarian world, the idea of
permanent unions was slow to take hold. Immigrant workers came from



many cultures. They spoke different languages and harbored ethnic an-
imosities. Many, if not most, saw their jobs as transient, the first rung
on the ladder to success. They hoped to move on to a homestead, or to
return with their earnings to the old farms of their European home-
lands. With or without unions, though, workers often staged impromptu
strikes in response to wage cuts and other grievances. But such action
often led to violence, and three incidents of the 1870s colored much of
the public’s view of labor unions thereafter.

The decade’s early years saw a reign of terror in the eastern Pennsyl-
vania coal fields, attributed to an Irish group called the Molly Maguires.
Taking their name from an Irish patriot who had directed violent resis-
tance against the British, the group was provoked by the miserable,
dangerous working conditions in the mines and the owners’ brutal ef-
forts to suppress union activity. Convinced of the justness of their
cause, the Molly Maguires used intimidation, beatings, and killings to
right perceived wrongs against Irish workers. Later investigations have
shown that agents of the mine operators themselves stirred up some of
the trouble. The terrorism reached its peak in 1874-1875, and mine
owners hired Pinkerton detectives to stop the movement. One of the
agents who infiltrated the Mollies produced enough evidence to indict
the leaders. At trials in 1876 twenty-four of the Molly Maguires were
convicted; ten were hanged. The trials also resulted in a wage reduction
in the mines and the final destruction of the Miners’ National Associa-
tion, a weak union the Mollies had dominated.

THE RAILROAD STRIKE OF 1877 Far more significant, because

more widespread, was the Great Railroad Strike of 1877, the first major
interstate strike. Wage cuts caused the Great Strike. After the Panic of
1873 and the ensuing depression, the major rail lines in the East had
cut wages. In 1877 they made another 10 percent cut, which provoked
most of the railroad workers at Martinsburg, West Virginia, to walk off
the job and block the tracks. Without organized direction, however,
their picketing groups degenerated into a mob that burned and plun-
dered railroad property.

Walkouts and sympathy demonstrations spread spontaneously from
Maryland to San Francisco. The strike engulfed hundreds of cities and
towns, leaving in its wake over a hundred people killed and millions of
dollars in property destroyed. Federal troops finally quelled the vio-

workers in Pittshurgh reacted violently to wage cuts.

Tence. The greatest outbreak began at Pittsburgh, when the Pennsylva-
nia Railroad put on “double-headers” (long trains pulled by two locomo-
tives) in order to reduce crews. Public sympathy for the strikers was so
great at first that local militiamen, called out to suppress them, instead
joined the workers. Militiamen called in from Philadelphia managed to
disperse one crowd at the cost of twenty-six lives, but then found them-
selves besieged in the railroad’s roundhouse, where they disbanded and
shot their way out.

Looting, rioting, and burning went on for another day until the frenzy
wore itself out. A reporter described the scene as “the most horrible
ever witnessed, except in the carnage of war. There were fifty miles of
hot rails, ten tracks side by side, with as many miles of ties turned into
glowing coals and tons on tons of iron car skeletons and wheels almost
at white heat.” Public opinion, sympathetic at first, tended to blame the
workers for the looting and violence. Eventually the strikers, lacking or-
ganized bargaining power, had no choice but to drift back to work.

Everywhere the strikes failed.



Meanwhile, the attorney-general won an injunction forbidding any
interference with the mails or any combination to restrain interstate
commerce; the principle was that a strike or boycott violated the Sher-
man Anti-Trust Act. On July 13 the union called off the strike and on
the same day the district court cited Debs for violating the injunction
and sentenced him to six months in jail. The Supreme Court upheld
the decree in the case of In re Debs (1895) on broad grounds of national
sovereignty: “The strong arm of the national government may be put
forth to brush away all obstructions to the freedom of interstate com-
merce or the transportation of the mails.” Debs served his term, during
which time he read deeply in socialist literature, and he emerged to de-
vote the rest of his life to that cause.

SOCIALISM AND THE UNIONS The major American unions, for the
most part, never allied themselves with the socialists, as many Euro-
pean labor movements did. But socialist ideas had been abroad in the
country at least since the 1820s. Marxism, one strain of socialism, was
imported mainly by German immigrants. Karl Marxs International
Workingmen’s Association, the First International, founded in 1864, in-
spired a few affiliates in the United States. In 1872, at Marx's urging,
the headquarters was moved from London to New York. In 1876 the
First International expired, but the next year followers of Marx in Amer-
ica organized the Socialist Labor party, a group so filled with immi-
grants that German was its official language in the first years. -

The movement gained little notice before the rise of Daniel Del.eon
in the 1890s. As editor of its paper, The People, he became the domi-
nant figure in the party. A native of the Dutch West Indies, DeLeon had
studied law and lectured for some years at Columbia University. He
proposed to organize industrial unions with a socialist purpose, and to
build a political party that would abolish the state once it gained power,
after which the unions of the Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance would
become the units of control. His ideas seem to have influenced Lenin,
leader of the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, but DeLeon preached revo-
ution at the ballot box, not by violence.

Debs was more successful at building a socialist movement in Amer-
ca. To many, DeLeon seemed doctrinaire and inflexible. Debs, how-
ver, built his new party by following a method now traditional in the

Eugene V. Debs, founder of the American Railway Union and later candidate
for president as head of the Socialist Party of America.

United States: he formed a coalition, one that embraced viewpoints
ranging from moderate reform to doctrinaire Marxism. .H: 1897 Ummm
announced that he was a socialist and organized the Social Democratic
party from the remnants of the American Railway Union. Em got over
4,000 votes as its candidate for president in 1900. In 1901 his mozoémwm
joined a number of secessionists from Del.eon’s party, _mm by Morris
Hillquit of New York, to set up the Socialist Party Om. America. In .Hm@o&
Debs polled over 400,000 votes as the party’s omsmﬂmﬁm for president
and more than doubled that to almost 900,000 votes in GH.NV,OH 6 per-
cent of the popular vote. In 1910 Milwaukee elected a socialist mayor
and congressman. .

By 1912 the Socialist party seemed well on the way to vmooBH.zm. a
permanent fixture in American politics. Thirty-three cities .Twm socialist
mayors, including Berkeley, California; Butte, Montana; Flint and ?%Wl
son, Michigan; and Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The @WH.Q sponsored five
English daily newspapers, eight foreign-language dailies, and a number
of weeklies and monthlies. Its support was not confined to .ziumb work-
ers and intellectuals. In the Southwest the party built a sizable grass-




roots following among farmers and tenants. Oklahoma, for instance, in
1910 had more paid-up party members than any other state except New
York, and in 1912 gave 16.5 percent of its popular vote to Debs, a
greater proportion than any other state ever gave. But the Socialist party
reached its peak in 1912. During World War 1, it was wracked by dis-
agreements over America’s participation in the war, and it was split
thereafter by desertions to the new Communist party.

THE WOBBLIES During the years of Socialist party growth, there
emerged a parallel effort to revive industrial unionism, led by the Indus-
trial Workers of the World (TWW). The chief base for this group was the
Western Federation of Miners, organized at Butte, Montana, in 1893.
Over the next decade the Western Federation was the storm center of
violent confrontation with unyielding bosses who mobilized private
armies against it in Colorado, Idaho, and elsewhere. In 1905 the found-
ing convention of the IWW drew a variety of people who opposed the
AFLs philosophy. Debs participated, although many of his comrades
preferred to work within the AFL. DeLeon seized this chance to strike
back at craft unionism. A radical manifesto issued from the meetings,
arguing that the TWW “must be founded on the class struggle, and its
general administration must be conducted in harmony with the recog-
nition of the irrepressible conflict between the capitalist class and the
working class.”

But the IWW waged class war better than it articulated class ideol-
ogy. Like the Knights of Labor, it was designed to be “One Big Union,”
including all workers, skilled or unskilled. Its roots were in the mining
and lumber camps of the West, where unstable conditions of employ-
ment created a large number of nomadic workers, to whom neither the
AFLs pragmatic approach nor the socialists’ political appeal held much
attraction. The revolutionary goal of the Wobblies, as they came to be
called, was an idea labeled syndicalism by its French supporters: the ul-

g union.

timate destruction of the state and its replacement by one big

But just how it would govern remained vague.

Like other radical groups, the IWW was split by sectarian disputes.
Because of policy disagreements, all the major founders withdrew; first
the Western Federation of Miners, then Debs, then DeLeon. William
D. “Big Bill” Haywood of the Western Federation remained, however,

and as its leader held the group together. Although since embellished in
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in 1912, that garnered wage raises, overtime pay, and other benefits.
But the next year a strike of silk workers at Paterson, New Jersey, ended
in disaster, and the IWW entered a rapid decline.

Branded as anarchists, bums, and criminals, the TWW was effec-
tively destroyed during World War 1, when most of its leaders were
jailed for conspiracy because of their militant opposition to the war. Big
Bill Haywood fled to the Soviet Union, where he married a Russian
woman, died in 1928, and was honored by burial in the Kremlin wall.
The Wobblies left behind a rich folklore of nomadic working men and a
gallery of heroic agitators such as Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, a dark-haired
Trish woman who at age eighteen chained herself to a lamppost to im-
pede her arrest during a strike. The movement also bequeathed martyrs
such as the Swedish singer and labor organizer Joe Hill, framed (so the
faithful assumed) for murder and executed by a Utah firing squad. His
last words were written to Haywood: “Goodbye, Bill. T die like a true
blue rebel. Don’t waste any time mourning. Organize.” The intensity of
conviction and devotion to a cause shown by Hill, Flynn, and others en-

sured that the IWW’s ideal of a classless society did not die.

MAKING CONNECTIONS

. The Darwinian ideas implicit in the attitudes of many leading
entrepreneurs, especially Andrew Carnegie, are described in
greater detail in the next chapter.

. Inresponse to the growth of the railroads, reformers in the
1880s and 1890s began to push for regulation, a trend explored
in Chapter 22.

.« The economic and industrial growth described in this chapter
was an important factor in America’s “new imperjalism” in the
late nineteenth century, as shown in Chapter 23.

. The socialist approach to reform was a significant influence on
the Progressive movement, covered in Chapter 24.
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(2) That nearly as many were lynched for' murder as for the above crime, which
9@.801& believes is the cause of all the lynchings. The world affects to vommw\m that
white womanhood and childhood, surrounded by their lawful protectors, are not
.mmwo in the neighborhood of the black man who protected and cared for them dur-
ing the four years of civil war. The husbands, fathers and brothers of those white

women were away for four years, fighting to keep the Negro in slavery; yet not one
case of assault has ever been reported!

(3) That “robbery, incendiarism, race prejudice, quarreling with white men
making threats, rioting, miscegenation (marrying a white person), and burglary, ,
mnn.nm?ﬂ; offences punishable by death when commirted by a black mmﬁ.bmmum
white person. Nearly as many blacks were Iynched for these charges (and
unproven) as for the crime of rape. )

(4) That for nearly fifty of these lynchings no reason is given. There is no
demand for reasons, or need of concealment for what no one is held responsible
The simple word of any white person agaiast a Negro is sufficient to get a Q.og&.
of white men to lynch a Negro. Investigation as to the guilt or innocence of the
accused is never made. Under these conditions, white men have only to blacken their
mmnomv. non:.dmn crimes against the peace of the community, accuse some Negro, nor
rest till he is killed by a mob. Will Lewis, an 18 year old Negro youth was Iynched
at Tullahoma, Tennessee, August, 1891, for being “drunk and saucy to white folks,”

in .ﬂ:m 1880s, George Pullman built the company town of Pullman, outside ow
Chicago. He slashed his workers’ wages, forced them to pay high rents for the
dwellings he owned, and controlled every aspect of their lives, treating them like
serfs on a feudal estate. Workers struck Pullman on May 11, 1894. To support them
the American Railway Union, led by Eugene Debs, organized a nationwide co<.~
cott of the railroads. Soon all traffic on the twenty-four railroad lines leading out
of Chicago could not move. The strike was broken by court injunctions and fed-
eral troops sent by President Grover Cleveland. Debs went to prison for six months
m:m came out a socialist. Here is a statement the Pullman workers delivered at Em
union’s convention at Uhlich Hall in Chicago. ’

Statement from the Pullman mixma
(June 15, 1894)»

Mr. President and Brothers of the American Railway Union: We struck at Pullman
because we were without hope. We joined the American Railway Union vxonmc%
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it gave us a glimmer of hope. Twenty thousand souls, men, women, and little
ones, have their eyes turned toward this convention today, straining eagerly
through dark despondency for a glimmer of the heaven-sent message you alone
can give us on this earth.

In stating to this body our grievances it is hard to tell where to begin. You all -
must know that the proximate cause of our strike was the discharge of two mem-
bers of our grievance committee the day after George M. Pullman, himself, and
Thomas H. Wickes, his second vice-president, had guaranteed them absolute
WBBE&J\. The more remote causes are still imminent. Five reductions in wages,
in'work, and in conditions of employment swept through the shops at Pullman
between May and December, 1893. The last was the most severe, amounting to
nearly 30 percent, and our rents had not fallen. We owed Pullman $70,000
when we struck May 11. We owe him twice as much today. He does not evict
us for two reasons: One, the force of popular sentiment and public opinion;
the other because he hopes to starve us out, to break through in the back of the
American Railway Union, and to deduct from our miserable wages when we
are forced to return to him the last dollar we owe him for the occupancy of his
houses. v .

. Rents all over the city in every quarter of its vast extent have fallen, in some cases
to one-half. Residences, compared with which ours are hovels, can be had a few
miles away at the prices we have been contributing to make a millionaire a bil-
lionaire. What we pay $15 for in Pullman is leased for $8 in Roseland; and remem-
ber that just as no man or woman of our 4,000 toilers has ever felt the friendly
pressure of George M. Pullman’s hand, so no man or woman of us all has ever
owned or can ever hope to own one inch of George M. Pullman’s land. Why, even
the very streets are his. . . . And do you know what their names are? Why, Fulton,
Stephenson, Watt, and Pullman. . . . :

When we went to tell him our grievances he said we were all his “children.”
Pullman, both the man and the town, is an ulcer on the body politic. He owns the
houses, the schoolhouses, and churches of God in the town he gave his once hum-
ble name. The revenue he derives from these, the wages he pays out with one
hand—the Pullman Palace Car Company, he takes back with the other—the
Pullman Land Association. He is able by this to bid under any contract car shop

' in this country. His competitors in business, to meet this, must reduce the wages

of their men. This gives him the excuse to reduce ours to conform to the market.
His business rivals must in turn scale down; so must he. And thus the merry war—
the dance of skeletons bathed in human tears—goes on, and it will go on, broth-
ers, forever, unless you, the American Railway Union, stop it; end it; crush it out.

Our town is beautiful. In all these thirteen years no word of scandal has arisen
against one of our women, young or old. What city of 20,000 persons can show



236 ~ CHAPTER ELEVEN

the like? Since our strike, the arrests, which used to average four or five a day, have
dwindled down to less than one a week. We are peaceable; we are orderly, and but
for the kindly beneficence of kindly-hearted people in and about Chicago we
would be starving. We are not desperate today; because we are not hungry, and our
wives and children are not begging for bread. But George M. Pullman, who ran
away from the public opinion that has arisen against him, like the genie from the
bottle in the Arabian Nights, is not feeding us. He is patiently seated beside his
millions waiting for what? To see us starve. We have grown better acquainted with
the American Railway Union these convention days, and as we have heard senti-
ments of the noblest philanthropy fall from the lips of our general officers—your
officers and ours—we have learned that there is a balm for all our troubles, and
that the box containing it is in your hands today only awaiting opening to dis-
seminate its sweet savor of hope.

~George M. Pullman, you know, has cut our wages from 30 to 70 percent.
George M. Pullman has caused to be paid in the last year the regular quarterly div-
idend of 2 percent on his stock and an extra slice of 1 1/2 percent, making 9 1/2
percent op $30,000,000 of capital. George M. Pullman, you know, took three
contracts on which he lost less than $5,000. Because he loved us? No. Because it
was cheaper to lose a little money in his freight car and his coach shops than to
lec his workingmen go, but that petty loss, more than made up by us from money
we needed to clothe our wives and little ones, was his excuse for effecting a gigan-
tic reduction of wages in every department of his great works, of cutting men and
boys and girls; with equal zeal, including everyone in the repair shops of the
Pullman Palace cars on which such preposterous profits have been made. .

We will make you proud of us, brothers, if you will give us the hand we need.
Help us make our country better and more wholesome. Pull us out of our slough
of despond. Teach arrogant grinders of the faces of the poor that there is still 2 God
in Israel, and if need be a Jehovah—a God of battles. Do this, and on that last great
day you will stand, as we hope to stand, before the great white throne “like gen-
tlemen unafraid.”

One reaction to the poverty and violence of capitalism inthe nineteenth century
was to dream of a different kind of world. Edward Bellamy’s novel Looking
Backward imagined a man waking up in the year 2000 in a society based on
equality and justice. His book sold a million copies in a few years, and over a hun-
dred groups were organized around the country to work toward Bellamy’s vision.
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Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward: 2000-1887
(1888)"

upon the bodies of citizens pn& deliver them over by hundreds of %&Em:% to death
and mutilation, wasting their treasures the while like water; m%a all this oftenest
for no imaginable profit to the victims. We have no war néw;, and our govern-
ments no war powers, but in order to protect every citizext mmm._bmﬁ hunger, cold,
and nakedness, and provide for all his physical and menal needs, the function is
assumed of directing his industry for a term of years. Mo, Mr. West, I am sure on
reflection you will perceive that it was in your age, mmwa in ours, that the extension
of the functions of governments was QQBOEEP&N Not even for the best ends

zw

would men now allow their governments such %déna as were then used for the

most maleficent.”

“Leaving comparisons aside,” I said, “the demagoguery and corruption of our
public men would have been considered, in‘my day, insuperable objections to any
assumption by government of the charge of the national industries. We should have
thought that no arrangement could bevorse than to entrust the politicians with
control of the wealth-producing Bmm@DmJN om the country. Its material interests
were quite too much the football

“No doubt you were right,” rejoined Dr. Leete, “but all that is changed now.
We have no parties or mornﬁﬁ% and as for demagoguery and corruption, they
are words having only an histgrical significance.”

“Human nature itself must have changed very much,” I said.

“Not at all,” was Dr. Keete’s reply, “but the conditions of human life have
changed, and with themythe motives of human action. The organization of soci-
ety with you was m:owwmrmn officials were under a constant temptation to misuse
their power for the private profit of themselves or others. Under such circum-
stances it seems almost strange that you dared entrust them with any of your
affairs. Nowadays, on the contrary, society is so constituted that there is absolutely
no way in whigh an official, however ill-disposed, could possibly make any profit
for himself of anyone else by a misuse of his pewer. Let him be as bad an official
, he cannot be a corrupt one. There is no motive to be. The social sys-
tem no lghger offers a premium on dishonesty. But these are matters which you

pro flem of capital which we have been discussing,” I said. “After the nation had
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tthority, but the efforts made to stop it were without practical result. In a "
'rmal year the steel mills are crowded with work. Sunday was, the year of
y inquiry, a day for clearing u , for tardy departments to et even with ) .

&ﬁmm oswm. Often the milis MEM& out the M.Hmmea product mmmamw than the 1. What were some of the key issues the Knights of Labor wanted
ears or the transportation department could take care of it. Then there was addressed?

:at activity of traveling cranes and narrow-gauge or dinkey engines, and
ien the rolling mills began again on Sunday evening everything was’
ared away, and all departments were ready for another week. Whenever

QUESTIONS To CONSIDER

«- 2. Who was the audience for this document?
3. What were some of the obstacles facing workers during this time

. - . period?

T€ was construction work of any sort it was customary for it to go on . to attain their demands?
hout interruption until it was finished. Loading cars and unloading them 4. How n.wo the HAEmEm ﬁa&uOmm. 0a :

Juently continued on Sunday, and for all this work many laborers, crane ‘ 5. What is the significance of this document?

n, engineers, firemen, Qnuéwmzm. mb&.gwogb_.mwm\ besides the regular he recent alarming development and .mmmnmmmwoﬂ of m.mmammm.ﬁm&
l watchmen, were on &5\ seven nights in the week. oy . H wealth, which, unless checked, will invariably lead to the @mﬂﬂwﬂﬁm.m
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to the men on the day shift, and these work mﬁosm.w until .Zoﬁam% morn- shalt thou eat bread, “we have formed mﬂ.m # %% % poith o view of mmmMMEDMM m.w
a ?.: twenty-four roﬁm\ S0 as to change to the night shift for the week organization and direction, by co-operative effort, m.vm the power of the indus
Hmmﬂﬁm\ M\Em the A.UE HWWE mﬁ% orwvwmmm ﬁwﬂmﬁm &mw. ﬂmMm %Mb Swomwwﬁ trial classes; and we submit to the world the object sought to be accom-
ugh sunday morning have a twenty-four hour interval, eoretically

. . . - : 3 ’” ; m
ished b organization, calling upon all who believe in securing
“have a day of rest, but they must choose between trying to take advan- plished by our org

of it without resting from a twelve hour night of work, or going to bed
waking, later, to find most of the precious day of freedom gone. . . .
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PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE KNIGHTS OF LABOR (1878)

with the growing size and complexity of business, small groups of skilled

7$ began to form-labor organizations or societies to protect their jobs and gain
e of the wealth that business generated. Many of the early societies were secre-
) protect against employer retaliation. Often these organizations were small,
ed to certain industries, and usually failed to achieve their goals. Among the
t labor organizations that created 4 nationg] following was the Knights of
Begun as a secret trade union of tailors in Philadelphia in 1869, the Knights
lowly until Terrence V. Powderly assumed the leadership in 1879. Powderly
tted including all workers—regardless of trade—and women and African
cans (though in separate locals) into the Knights. He also believed in arbitra-
“disputes, the use of boycotts, but opposed the use or threat of a strike when
1ting business. Powderly, who served three terms as mayor of Scranton,
/lvania, while leading the Knights, assisted in writing the preamble to the
ution of the Knights of Labor, which is excerpted below.

greatest good to the greatest number” to aid and assist us:

L To bring within the folds of organization every vamﬁnﬁmﬁﬁ of .@Homsﬁr
tive industry, making knowledge a standpoint for action, mba indus-
trial and moral worth, not wealth, the true standard of individual and
national greatness. *

IL. To secure to the toilers a proper share of the wealth that they create;

more of the leisure that rightfully belongs to them; more societary
advantages; more of the benefits, privileges, and emoluments of the
world; in a word, all those rights and privileges necessary to 5&6
them capable of enjoying, appreciating, defending, and perpetuating
the blessings of good government.

II. To arrive at the true condition of the producing masses in their educa-

tional, moral, and financial condition, by demanding @o.g.mﬂm various
governments the establishment of bureaus of Labor Statistics.

IV. The establishment of co-operative institutions, productive and distrib-

utive.

<.H.TmummmaﬁbmO:Tm@&umnﬂmbmmfmﬂmrmiﬁmmwommgmﬁmoﬁymlnmo:rm
actual settler; —not another acre for railroads or speculators. :

VI The abrogation of all laws that do not bear equally upon capital and

labor, the removal of unjust technicalities, delays, and discriminations

¢

Terrence V. Powderly, Thirty Years of Labor (Columbus, OH, 1889), 243-245.
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in the administration of justice, and the adopting of measures provid-
ing for the health and safety of those engaged in mining, manufactur-

ing, or building pursuits.
VIL. The enactment of laws to compel chartered corporations to pay their
mBEo%mmSmmE%Lb full, for labor performed during the preceding

week, in the lawful money of the country.

VIIL The enactment of laws giving mechanics and laborers a first lien on
their work for their full wages.
IX. The abolishment of the contract system of national, State, and munici-
pal work.

ation for strikes, whenever and wherever

X. The substitution of arbitr
employers and employes [sic] are willing to meet on equitable grounds.

XI. The prohibition of the employment of children in workshops, mines,
and factories before attaining their fourteenth year.
XII. To abolish the system of letting out by contract the labor of convicts in

our prisons and reformatory institutions.
XIIL. To secure for both sexes equal pay for equal work.
XIV. The reduction of the hours of labor to eight per day, s0 that the labor-

ers may have more time for social enjoyment and intellectual
improvement, and be enabled to reap the advantages conferred by the

labor saving machinery which their brains have created.

XV. To prevail upon governments to establish a purely national circulating
medium based upon the faith and resources of the nation, and issued
directly to the people, without the intervention of any system of bank-
ing corporations, which money shall be a legal tender in payment of

all debts, public or private.
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LIFE IN THE TENEMENTS OF New Yo

e
t-Civil War period, cities swelled %ﬁzsxg as a twin migration of

In the pos
immigrants and rural Americans flocked 30 the glittering urban environment hop-

ing for a better life. For many, esp , < those lacking urban work skills, the city

offered a difficult life amid squeil living conditions. While poor districts have

always existed in urban ayg ¢ never had poverty affected so many people in Amer-
ica. Danish-born newspaper reporter Jacob Riis made millions aware of the urban
slums. As a New York City police reporter, Riis frequently entered the tenement dis-
tricts to gather evidence for Lis stories, but the wretched life of the people shocked
s tuntmviting minid articles and later books about life in the tenement slums. Riis

1T TT .-

LIFE IN THE TENEMENTS OF NEW YORK CITY (1890)

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
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- . ’ ﬁ
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MMHBMA - Mrmﬁ Mo EmM@mmb.w They mean that the mommmmwoi ow W
o _uooH owngtairs will have another story to tell—Oh! a s
: M%l mwmon. 9%&@% is atan end. The child is dying with mem
chance it might have H:.\m@ but it had none. The dark bedroon
ntent of life bred on the tenement-house dead lex

pblems ¢

Q Eum% Hum

M|Srmum.r<m the great body of hard-working Irish and G
s and their descendants, who accept naturally the conditi
ife, Umnwcm.m for them there is nothing else in New York; be S#MHM
HM\ME ﬁﬁwﬂ M MMQ\H ﬁm% WMMm no cause of complaint, you H#Sz come
at, humanly speaking, life there does not s
MMHMM at random one of m,p.mmm uptown tenement blocks, EMmMM MMM |
e most prosperous kind, within hail of what the newspapers
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strike that occurs and the i i itrari
e s and the increasing arbitrariness of labor demands on their em-
(4) They are destroying res i
pect for law and authority among the ki
Mﬂmmmm@ as many have no higher conception of these than mM%nr as mHM mBW«MMmmmﬁ HM
e nmﬂmbam and demands of labor organizations and labor leaders L
ey are educating the laboring classes agai i
: . gainst the employing cl
szm creating antagonisms between those whose mutuality of Fwwnmwﬁm MSMMMMN
ostered and encouraged by every friend of good government; for the success of
government wmﬁm.m on no less a basis than the harmony and happiness of the peo-
ple, ,Mwwwnwﬁbm alike employers and the employed. F
They are'demanding of Federal, State, and ici
() andin , \ municipal authoriti
Hm.wmwmgmﬂob and class discrimination utterly at variance with mmw m:ﬁ&ﬁﬂ”h%mw MMM
ciples of our Government, in that they are demanding of these various authori-
ties E‘.ﬂm mggw%gma of only union labor, thus seeking to bring the power of
onmMMNmQ society to crush out all nonunion workers
They are destroying the right of indivi ,
) ght of individual contract between emplo
.mbm Qﬁ&o%mam and forcing upon employers men at arbitrary wages, S?.oﬂ mm%MMw
just alike to other labor more skilled, and to capital, which is thus obliged to
for more than it receives in equivalent. , m =
(8) They demand the discharge of isk Ii
> : : ge of men who risk life to protect employers in-
Wmammﬁm mﬁ.Sm strikes to reinstate those who were formerly mBEO%mM WMM NZW;O
ave been quﬁ.zma&\ directly or indirectly, in the destruction of life wbm prop-
erty, Amwmmﬂw% placing a premium upon disloyalty and crime. F
ey are bringing public reproach upon the judicial tri
3 L judicial tribunals of our Coun-
@Q@M public abuse of .Emmm tribunals and often open defiance of their _.ﬁamgmwﬂm
and decrees, thus seeking to break down the only safeguards of a free people. .

A further law should be enacted that would it justifi
\ fu . make it justifiable homicide f
any killing Emﬂ. occurred in defense of any lawful occupation, the theory of omm
government being that anyone has a right to earn an honest living in this coun-~
try, and any m.b&mm;\ou. to deprive one of that right should be placed in the same
legal status with deprivation of life and property.

Samuel Gompers, Letter to the American Federationist, 1894

You say that . . . you believe in labor organizati ithi

reasonable limits as will make them a wmwS.ommo msmm WMMWMMHHM%MMMF«M?H o
ace to the lawful institutions of the country. . . . \ nenamer

. You swoCE certainly have no objection . . . to workingmen organizing, and i
their meetings discuss perhaps “the origin of man,” benignly smiling u mmb e nuw
other, and .&m&mﬁbm that all existing things are right, going to Emma %mmﬁnm d

homes to find some freedom in sleep from gnawing hunger. You would h .
them extol the virtues of monopolists and wreckers of the people’s welfare M<m
$0EQ not have them consider seriously the fact that more than two Bmm. om
their mm.=o<<m are unemployed, and though willing and able, cannot find EMM o-
MMHEEQ to work, in order that they may sustain themselves, their wives m%m
eir children. You would not have them consider seriously the fact that Pullman
who has grown so rich from the toil of his workingmen, that he can riot in

luxury, while he heartlessly turns these very workmen out of their tenements into
the streets and leave to the tender mercies of corporate greed. Nor would you
have them ponder upon the hundreds of other Pullmans of different names.

You know, or ought to know, that the introduction of machinery is turning
into idleness thousands, faster than new industries are founded, and yet, machin-
ery certainly should not be either destroyed or hampered in its full development.
The laborer is a man, he is made warm by the same sun and made cold — yes,
colder — by the same winter as you are. He has a heart and brain, and feels and
knows the human and paternal instinct for those depending upon him as keenly
as do you.

What shall the workers do? Sit idly by and see the vast resources of nature
and the human mind be utilized and monopolized for the benefit of the compar-
ative few? No. The laborers must learn to think and act, and soon, too, that only
by the power of organization, and common concert of action, can either their
manhood be maintained, their rights to life (work to sustain it) be recognized,
and liberty and rights secured.

- Since you say that you favor labor organizations within certain limits, will
you kindly give to thousands of your anxious fellow citizens what you believe
the workers could and should do in their organizations to solve this great prob-
lem? Not what they should not do. . ..

I am not one of those who regards the entire past as a failure. I recognize the
progress made and the improved conditions of which nearly the entire civilized
world are the beneficiaries. I ask you to explain . . . how is it that thousands of
able-bodied, willing, earnest men and women are suffering the pangs of hunger?
We may boast of our wealth and civilization, but to the hungry man and woman
and child our progress is a hollow mockery, our civilization a sham, and our “na-
tional wealth” a chimera.

You recognize that the industrial forces set in motion by steam and electric-
ity have materially changed the structure of our civilization. You also admit that
a system has grown up where the accumulations of the individual have passed
from his control into that of representative combinations and trusts, and that the
tendency in this direction is on the increase. How, then, can you consistently crit-
icize the workingmen for recognizing that as individuals they can have no influ-
ence in deciding what the wages, hours of toil and conditions of employment
shall be?

You evidently have observed the growth of corporate wealth and influence.
You recognize that wealth, in order to become more highly productive, is concen-
trated into fewer hands, and controlled by representatives and directors, and yet
you sing the old siren song that the working man should depend entirely upon
his own “individual effort.”

The school of laissez faire, of which you seem to be a pronounced advocate,
has produced great men in advocating the theory of each for himself, and his Sa-
tanic Majesty taking the hindermost, but the most pronounced advocates of your

school of thought in economics have, when practically put to the test, been com-
pelled to admit that combination and organization of the toiling masses are s-.
sential both to prevent the deterioration and to secure an improvement in the
condition of the wage earners.

If, as you say, the success of commercial society depends upon the full play
of competition, why do not you and your confreres turn your attention and



direct the shafts of your attacks against the trusts and corporations, business
wreckers and manipulators in the food products — thenecessities of the people.
Why garland your thoughts in beautiful phrase when speaking of these modern
vampires, and steep your pen in gall when writing of the laborers’ efforts to se-
cure some of the advantages accruing from the concentrated thought and genius
of the ages? .. ..

One becomes enraptured in reading the beauty of your description of mod*
ern progress. Could you have had in mind the miners of Spring Valley or Penn-
sylvania, or the clothing workers of the sweat shops of New York or Chicago
when you grandiloquently dilate, “Who is not rich to-day when compared with
his ancestors of a century ago? The steamboat and the railroad bring to his break-
fast table the coffees of Java and Brazil, the fruit from Florida and California, and
the steaks from the plains. The loom arrays him in garments and the factories
furnish him with a dwelling that the richest contemporaries of his grandfather
would have envied. With health and industry he is a prince.”

Probably you have not read within the past year of babies dying of starva-
tion at their mothers’ breasts. More than likely the thousands of men lying upon
the bare stones night after night in the City Hall of Chicago last winter escaped
your notice. You may not have heard of the cry for bread that was sounded
through this land of plenty by thousands of honest men and women. But should
these and many other painful incidents have passed you by unnoticed, I am fear-
ful that you may learn of them with keener thoughts with the coming sleets and
blasts of winter.

You say that “labor cannot afford to attack capital.” Let me remind you that
Jabor has no quarrel with capital, as such. It is merely the possessors of capital
who refuse to accord to labor the recognition, the right, the justice which is the la-
borers’” due, with whom we contend. . ..

Inquire from the thousands of women and children whose husbands or fa-
thers were suffocated or crushed in the mines through the rapacious greed of
stockholders clamoring for more dividends. Investigate the sweating dens of the
large cities. Go to the mills, factories, through the country. Visit the modern tene-
ment houses or hovels in which thousands of workers are compelled to eke out
an existence. . . . Ascertain from employers whether the laborer is not regarded
the same as a machine, thrown out as soon as all the work possible has been
squeezed out of him.

Are you aware that all the legislation ever secured for the ventilation or safety
of mines, factory or work-shop is the result of the efforts of organized labor? Do
you know that the trade unions were the shield for the seven-year-old children . . .
until they become somewhat older? And that the reformatory laws now on the
statute books, protecting or defending . . . both sexes, young and old, from the
fond care of the conquerors, were wrested from Congresses, legislafures and par-
liaments despite the Pullmans. . . .

By what right, sir, do you assume that the labor organizations do not con-
duct their affairs within lawful limits, or that they are a menace to the lawful in-
stitutions of the country? Is it because some thoughtless or overzealous member
at a time of great excitement and smarting under a wrong may violate . . . a law
or commit an improper act? Would you apply the same rule to the churches, the
other moral agencies and organizations that you do to the organizations of labor?

If you did, the greatest moral force of life to-day, the trade unions, would

certainly stand out the clearest, brightest and purest. Because a certain class (for
which you and a number of your colleagues on the bench seem to be the special
pleaders) have a monopoly in their lines of trade, I submit that this is no good
reason for their claim to have a monopoly on true patriotism or respect for the
lawful institutions of the country. =

Year by year man’s liberties are trampled under foot at the bidding of corpo-
rations and trusts, rights are invaded and law perverted. In all ages wherever a
tyrant has shown himself he has always found some willing judge to clothe that
tyranny in the robes of legality, and modern capitalism has proven no exception
to the rule. .

You may not know that the labor movement as represented by the trades
unions, stands for right, for justice, for liberty. You may not imagine that the is-
suance of an injunction depriving men of a legal as well as a natural right to pro-
tect themselves, their wives and little ones, must fail of its purpose. Repression or
oppression never yet succeeded in crushing the truth or redressing a wrong.

In conclusion let me assure you that labor will organize and more compactly
than ever and upon practical lines, and despite relentless antagonism, achieve
for humanity a nobler manhood, a more beautiful womanhood and a happier

childhood.

QUESTIONS FOR READING AND DisCUSSION

1. Why were labor unions “the greatest menace to this Government,” according
to Thompson? How did Gompers’s arguments respond to such claims? How
did Thompson and Gompers differ in their views of strikes?

2. In what ways did labor unions violate the rights of others, according to
Thompson? What workers’ rights and liberties did Thompson recognize?

3. How did Gompers and Thompson differ in their beliefs about the benefits and
liabilities of competition? Why was government important to each of them?

4. How did Gompers respond to accusations that labor unions were treasonous?
Did Gompers oppose capitalism and industrialization?

5. How did Hrou%mob and Gompers view the future? How did they differ in
their assumptions about a just society?

DocuMENT 4

Mark Twain on the Blessings-of-Civilizat, st

=
Many Americans welcomed the war against Spain in Hmmm%mﬁm@:cmo: of American sol-
diers liberating colonists from a decaying So:swmmﬁ%aw%@&w appeal. But the temptation
to start an American overseas empire in w%w@%mﬁmwwﬁm:wm proved irresistible. Mark Twain
wrote a bitter satire that ridiculed official claims that it was necessary to take over the
Philippines in order to spreadetHe “virtues of American civilization to backward Filipinos,
whom Twain termed, ma%zﬁmﬂmo: Sitting in Darkness.” Twain’s satire made clear that the
burgeoning @%ﬂgx empire was a betrayal of fundamental national values. Selections

from Tipai i’s essay “To the Person Sitting in Darkness” follow.
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Plain Folk

oww.\ ﬂmmﬂw %M.M M&M% mooa work since I was married. I made the average
ntract miners are paid- i
E_.mor better off than when I mﬂmwﬂw%v Pt as T said pefore, T am ot
wozm% MWMoMM NMR@ M&m Mow eleven weeks. The doctor came to my
Ty day. He charged me $20 for his servi
no : rvices.
MMWMAM%WM Mo buy. I paid the drug store $18 in that mhaﬁmww
ed her, and we kept a girl in the kitchen at$1.50 a a.ucmo_r

which cost me $15 fo i
e S0 r ten weeks, besides the additional living

laborer dead alongside of him.

EE? He was sing]
- . W2 gle and had been boarding H
10 home of his own. I didn’t want him taken to the rommﬁmrm“m%

there—said he would die But he didr’t. He is livi miner o
doy B ul .zimﬁi!!l?lﬁﬁ% B.mermmmm and a miner t
& .wwm SMWMMWWMMGM Justfourteen weeks, and was Unable s work WMH.. T
bart oot Em ¢ got out of bed. He had no money when he was .;
docrs ot ‘amount represented by his pay. All of the expenses for

> Medicine, extra help and his living were borne by me, except

- The last one had none to give.

scratching for his own family. i

Tti
E:&_mm MM%NWEOS say I s.Bm not compelled to keep him, that I could
aave sc m:a_B HM a hospital or the almshouse. We are Anmerican
we dor’t go to hospitals and
Let us look at thin et
. gs as the
strike oo Y are to-day, or as they were before this

M
y last pay envelope shows my wages, after my laborer powder,

Miner o

oil and other expenses were taken off, were $29.47; that was my
earnings for two weeks, and that was extra good. The laborer for the
same time got some $21. His wages are a trifle over $10 a week for six
full days. Before the strike of 1900 he was paid in this region $1.70 per
day, or$10.20 a week. If the ten per cent. raise had been given, as we
expected, his wages would be $1.87 per day, or $11.22 per week, or
an increase of $1.02 per week. But we all know that under the present

_system he doesn’t get any eleven dollars.

Well, as I said, my wages were $29.47 for the two weeks, or at the
rate of $58.94 per month. My rentis $10.50 per month. My coal costs
me almost $4 per month. We burn a little over a ton a month on an
average and it costs us over $3 per ton. Light does not cost so much;
we use coal oil altogether.

When it comes down to groceries is where you get hit the hardest.
Everybody knows the cost of living has been extremely high all
winter. Butter has been 32, 36 and 38 cents a pound; eggs as high as 32
cents a dozen; ham, 12 and 16 cents a pound; potatoes away upto a
dollar, and cabbage not less than a cent a pound. Fresh meat need not
be counted. Flour and sugar did not advance, but they were about the
only staples that didn’t. Anyhow, my store bill for those two weeks
was $11. That makes $22 per month. The butcher gets $6 per month.
Add them all, and it costs me, just to live, $42.50. Thatleaves me $17

per month to-keep my family in clothes, to pay my church dues and to
keep the industrial insurance going. My insurance alone costs me 55
cents a week, or $2.20 a month.

The coal president never allows his stable boss to cut the amount of
fodder allotted to his mules. He insists on so many quarts of oats and
corn to the meal and so much hay in the evening. The mule must be
fed; the miner may be, if he works hard enough and eams money to
buy the grub. :

Company stores are of the time that has been. Their existence
ended two years ago. But we’ve got a system growing up that threatens
to be just as bad. Let me explain. Over a year ago I was given a breast
to drive at one of our mines and was glad to get it. My wife took her
cash and went around the different places to buy. When I went to the
office for my first pay the “super” met me and asked me if I didn’t
know his wife’s brother George kept a store. I answered, “Yes,” and

;
Payil
I
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146 Plain Folk Miner s only
) d it cost our parents o
wanted to know what that had to do with it. goto the dirt banks NEM c%“ﬂ%hw.o@uw Mrmawbbow dothatnow. Thenwe
“Nothing, only I thought I'd call your attention itit,” he answered, ahalfa dollarto mom it ﬁM cmmmmﬁw lamps or any such things as that; and
No more was said then. But the next day I got a quiet tip that my did not need gum boots,

duced.
all of them we must now pay out of wages that rQMWMMw Mwo Juged
moHOE. condition can be no worse; it might and choa\oﬁ. otter, T
i ies of the rich we do not ask; we'do want-butter
uxurie

breast was to be abandoned. This set me thinking. I went to the boss
™ ~~and, after a few words, told him my wife had found brother-in-law

" J m@mom.mo,m store and that she liked it much better than where she had

N lean calico once
A ant to mwagocmrﬂoccﬁr@ﬂ ac AR
w,,f,, /' waists, and their patent leather shoes were away back. Brother-in-law daughters. But we wan ot SXpecting automobiles and iiiembership

A George had the right kind of stuff and, of course, we were willing to H in a while. Our boys™ar

7

pay a few cents more to get just what we wanted.

That was sarcastic, but it’s the cash that has the influence. I have
had work at that colliery ever since. I know my living costs me from 10
to 15 per cent. extra. But I kept my job, which meant a good deal.

Now you must take into consideration that I am a contract miner
and that my earnings are more than the wages of three-fourths of the
other fellows at the same colliery. ItisnotthatI am a favorite with the
boss. I just struck a good breast. Maybe next month my wages would
be from two to six or seven dollars less.

In the days of Pardee, Coxe, F agley, Fulton, Dewees, Paterson,
Riley, Replier, Graeber and a hundred others, men were better paid
than they have ever been since the centralization ideas of the late
Franklin B. Gowen became fixed institutions in the anthracite
counties. It may be true that in the days of the individual operation the ,; °
cost per ton of mining coal was less than it is to-day. But it is not right
that the entire increase in the cost of mining should be charged to the

miner. That is what is being done, if you count the reductions made in
wages.

\/\\ We miners do not participate in the high prices of oom_‘h,lro/

~~ operators try to prove oﬁmgm.mmxvﬁmmmmmwf@mb; figures, but their
proving has struck a fault, and the drill shows no coal in that section. .
One-half of the price paid for a ton of coal in New York or ﬁ
Philadelphia goes into the profit pocket of the mine owner, either as a
carrier or miner,

We all know that the price of coal has advanced in the past twenty

years. We also know that wages are less, that the cost of living is
higher. I remember the time, when I was a wee lad, my father used to
get his coal for $1 perton. Now I pay $3. In those days we lads used to
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around him, we put him in a position to add to the wealth of mﬁ community by
putting new powers in operation to produce. .

The men who have not done their duty in mzm world never can be equal to
those who have done their duty more or less well. If words like wise and foolish,
thrifty and extravagant, prudent and negligent, have any meaning in language,
then it must make some difference how people behave in this world, and the dif-
ference will appear in the position they acquire in the body of society, and in re-
lation to the chances of life. They may; then, be classified in reference to these
facts. Such classes always will exist; no other social distinctions can endure. If,
then, we look to the origin and definition of these classes, we shall find it impos-
sible to deduce any obligations which one of them bears to the other. The class
distinctions simply result from the different degrees of success with which men
have availed themselves of the chances which were presented to them. Instead of
endeavoring to redistribute the acquisitions which have been made between the
existing classes, our aim should be to increase, multiply, and extend the chances.
Such is the work of civilization. Every old error or abuse which is removed opens
new chances of development to all the new energy of society. Every improvement
in education, science, art, or government expands the chafces of man on earth.
Such expansion is no guarantee of equality. On the contrary, if there be liberty,
some will profit by the chances eagerly and some will neglect them altogether.
Therefore, the greater the chances, the more unequal will be the moH:.Em of these
two sets of men. So it ought to be, in all justice and right reason.

QUESTIONS FOR READING AND DISCUSSION

1. According to Sumner, what did one class owe to another? What defined
classes? .

2. What, according to Summner, were the advantages of a “social structure .
based on contract”? What was the relationship between contracts and
freedom?

3. “Rights do not pertain to results, but only to chances,” Sumner declared. Why
‘was that distinction important to him? Why did increasing chances create
greater inequality? Was great inequality therefore a sign of the health and
strength of American society? Why or why not?

4. In Sumner’s view, what was the proper role for government and ﬁommnm ina
society based on “justice and right reason”? In what ways might “agents who
are to direct State action” have disagreed with him?

DocuMENT 3
Andrew Carnegie Explains the Gospel of Wealth

Gilded Age critics argued that the concentration of wealth in the bank accounts of the
rich robbed workers of just compensation and gave the few too much power. Andrew
Carnegie, one of the nation’s leading industrialists and among the richest Americans of
the era, defended the concentration of wealth. In an article published in 1889 — the source
of the following selection — Carnegie declared that the wealthy knew best how to use
their riches for the public welfare.

BUSINESS AND POLITICS IN THE GILDED AGE, 1877-1895 4

“Wealth,” 1889

The problem of our age is the proper administration of wealth, that the tie
of brotherhood may still bind together the rich and poor in harmonious relatior
ship. The conditions of human life have not only been changed, but revolutior
ized, within the past few hundred years. In former days there was little differenc
between the dwelling, dress, food, and environment of the chief and those of hi
retainers. The Indians are today where civilized man then was. . . . The contras
between the palace of the millionaire and the cottage of the laborer with us tc
day measures the change which has come with civilization. This change, how
ever, is not to be deplored, but welcomed as highly beneficial. It is well, na;
essential, for the progress of the race that the houses of some-should be home
for all that is highest and best in literature and the arts, — and for all the refine
ments of civilization, rather than that none should be so. Much better this grez
irregularity than universal squalor. , . . The “good old times” were not good ol
times. Neither master nor servant was as well situated then as to-day. A relaps
to old conditions would be disastrous to both — not the least so to him wh
serves — and would sweep away civilization with it. But whether the change b
for good or ill, it is upon us, beyond our power to alter, and, therefore, to be ac
cepted and made the best of. It is a waste of time to criticize the inevitable.

It is easy to see how the change has come. . . . In the manufacture of product
we have the whole story. . . . Formerly, articles were manufactured at the domes
tic hearth, or in small shops which formed part of the household. The master an
his apprentices worked side by side, the latter living with the master, and there
fore subject to the same conditions. When these apprentices rose to be master:
there was little or no change in their mode of life, and they, in turn, educated suc
ceeding apprentices in the same routine. There was, substantially, social equalit
and even political equality, for those engaged in industrial pursuits had then lif
tle or no voice in the State.

The inevitable result of such a mode of manufacture was crude articles 2
high prices. To-day the world obtains commodities of excellent quality at price
which even the preceding generation would have deemed incredible. . . . Th
poor enjoy what the rich could not before afford. What were the luxuries hav
become the necessaries of life. The laborer has now more comforts than the farme
had a few generations ago. The farmer has more luxuries than the landlord hac
and is more richly clad and better housed. The landlord has books and picture
rarer and appointments more artistic than the king could then obtain.

The price we pay for this salutary change is, no doubt, great. We assembl
thousands of operatives in the factory, and in the mine, of whom the employe
can know little or nothing, and to whom he is little better than a myth. All intes
course between them is at an end. Rigid castes are formed, and, as usual, mutu
ignorance breeds mutual distrust. Each caste is without sympathy with the othe
and ready to credit anything disparaging in regard to it. Under the law of compe
tition, the employer of thousands is forced into the strictest economies, amon
which the rates paid to labor figure prominently, and often there is friction be
tween the employer and the employed, between capital and labor, between ric
and poor. Human society loses homogeneity.

Andrew Carnecie. “Wealth.” North American Review (1889
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The price which society pays for the law of competition, like the price it pays
for cheap comforts and luxuries, is also great; but the advantages of this law are
also greater still than its cost — for it is to this law that we owe our wonderful
material development, which brings improved conditions in its train. But,
whether the law be benign or not, we must say of it, as we say of the change in
the conditions of men to which we have referred: It is here; we cannot evade it;
no substitutes for it have been found; and while the law may be sometimes hard
for the individual, it is best for the race, because it insures the survival of the
fittest in every department. We accept and welcome, therefore, as conditions to
which we must accommodate ourselves, great inequality of environments; the
concentration of business, industrial and commercial, in the hands of a few; and
the law of competition between these, as being not only beneficial, but essential
to the future progress of the race. . . . :

What is the proper mode of administering wealth after the laws upon which
civilization is founded have thrown it into the hands of the few? And it is of this
great question that I believe I offer the true solution. It will be understood that
fortunes are here spoken of, not moderate sums saved by many years of effort,
the returns from which are required for the comfortablé maintenance and educa-
tion of families. This is not wealth, but only competence, which it should be the
aim of all to acquire, and which it is for the best interests of society should be
acquired. . . .

There remains . . . only one mode of using great fortunes; . . . in this we have
the true antidote for the temporary unequal distribution of wealth, the reconcilia-
tion of the rich and the poor — a reign of harmony. . . . It is founded upon the pres-
ent most intense Individualism, and the race is prepared to put it in practice by
degrees whenever it pleases. Under its sway we shall have an ideal State, in which
the surplus wealth of the few will become, in the best sense, the property of the
many, because administered for the common good; and this wealth, passing
through the hands of the few, can be made a much more potent force for the ele-
vation of our race than if distributed in small sums to the people themselves. Even
the poorest can be made to see this, and to agree that great sums gathered by some
of their fellow-citizens and spent for public purposes, from which the masses reap
the principal benefit, are more valuable to them than if scattered among them-
selves in trifling amounts through the course of many years. . . .

Poor and restricted are our opportunities in this life, narrow our horizon,
our best work most imperfect; but rich men should be thankful for one ines-
timable boon. They have it in their power during their lives to busy themselves
in organizing benefactions from which the masses of their fellows will derive
lasting advantage, and thus dignify their own lives. The highest life is probably
to be reached, not by such imitation of the life of Christ as Count Tolstoi gives us,
but, while animated by Christ’s spirit, by recognizing the changed conditions of
this age, and adopting modes of expressing this m_.uﬁww suitable to the changed
conditions under which we live, still laboring for the good of our fellows, which
was the essence of his life and teaching, but laboring in a different manner.

This, then, is held to be the duty of the man of wealth: To set an example of
modest, unostentatious living, shunning display or extravagance; to provide
moderately for the legitimate wants of those dependent upon him; and, after do-
ing so, to consider all surplus revenues which come to him simply as trust funds,

which he is called upon to administer, and strictly bound as a matter of duty to
administer in the manner whirh in hic inndoment ic hact malerlatad ta smwadican
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the most beneficial results for the community — the man of wealth thus bec
ing the mere trustee and agent for his poorer brethren, bringing to their sex
his superior wisdom, experience, and ability to administer, doing for them br
than they would or could do for themselves. . .. S

[Olne of the serious obstacles to the improvement of our race is indisct
nate charity. It were better for mankind that the millions of the rich were thr
into the sea than so spent as to encourage the slothful, the drunken, the un
thy. Of every thousand dollars spent in so-called charity to-day, w,ﬁ is prob
that nine hundred and fifty dollars is unwisely spent — so spent, indeed,
produce the very evils which it hopes to mitigate or cure....

[TThe best means of benefiting the community is to place within its reacl
ladders upon which the aspiring can rise — free libraries, parks, and meai
recreation, by which men are helped in body and mind; works o.m art, certa
give pleasure and improve the public taste; and public .Smmw.ﬁﬁoﬁm of var
kinds, which will improve the general condition of the people; in this manne
turning their surplus wealth to the mass of their fellows in the forms best c
lated to do them lasting good.

Thus is the problem of rich and poor to be solved. The laws of accumul
will be left free, the laws of distribution free. Individualism will continue, bu
millionaire will be but a trustee for the poor, intrusted for a season with a g
part of the increased wealth of the community, but administering it for the «
munity far better than it could or would have done for itself. . . . .

Such, in my opinion, is the true gospel concerning wealth, obedien
which is destined some day to solve the problem of the rich and the poor, ar
bring “Peace on earth, among men good will.”

QUESTIONS FOR READING AND DISCUSSION
1. According to Carnegie, what were the revolutionary changes that made it
sible for “the poor [to] enjoy what the rich could not before afford”?
2. What did Carnegie believe were the relative advantages and disadvantag
.. competition, the concentration of wealth, and the “law of competition”?
3. Why should the goal of the truly wealthy be to bring about “the reconcili:
of the rich and the poor”? How should they accomplish that goal, accor
to Carnegie?

4. To what extent would “the millionaire” be a better “trustee for the poor”
government agencies, reform societies, or the poor themselves?

DOCUMENT 4
Henry Demarest Lloyd Attacks Monopolies

Muckraking journalists attacked the pompous thetoric of free markets .E& m&\.:ﬁ:«m
They argued that the realities of the Gilded Age had more to do with monopolie
greed than with hard work and virtuous perseverance. Henry Demarest Lloyd, a Ck
muckraker, assailed monopolies in his book Wealth against Commonwealth, exce
here. Lloyd contrasted the rhetoric of competition with the reality of :S:o.ﬁommm and
basted the wealthy for the evil social consequences of their gains. Lloyd articulated a
spread view among working people that, for them, the age was not gilded.
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.~ 18 The m.“o-“% of >En~.mnm.-,‘- Freedom

[

For a minority of workers, the burgeoning industrial system created new
modes of freedom. In some industries, craftsmen exercised considerable con-
trol over the production process, their autonomy resting on skill and collective
self-government rather than property ownership as in earlier times. The “miner’s
freedom” consisted of elaborate work rules that Jeft skilled :bmmﬁMnoﬁb& work-
ers free of managerial supérvision on the job. Skilled iron- and steelworkers
ruled over a “craftsman’s empire”; through their union, they fixed output quo-
tas and controlled the training of apprentices in the technique of iron rolling.
Such “freedom,” however, ﬁuwrmm only to a tiny portion of the industrial labor
force and had little bearing on the lives of the new army of unskilled factory
operatives: The appearance of what the Massachusetts cotton manufacturer Ed-
ward Atkinson called “a permanent factory population” challenged assump-
tions inherited from antebellum political culture: that liberty rested on the
widely diffused ownership of @Ho&cg?m property, and that the wmoamm of
the New World lay in the opportunity it offered the ordinary citizen to achieve
economic autonomy. “The great curse of the OEQO&&J&E division of so-
ciety into classes,” declared The Nation two years after the end of the Civil War,
had come to America.* \w n_v -1 .
As the United States matured into an industrial economy and the “labor
question” replaced the struggle over slavery as the dominant focus of public life,
contemporaties struggled to make sense of the new social and political order
and to determine its implications for American freedom. Debates over politi-
cal economy engaged the attention of millions of Americans, teaching far be-
yond the tiny academic world into the “public sphere” inhabited by
self-educated workingmen and farmers, reformers of all kinds, newspaper ed-
itors, and politicians. This broad public discussion wmo&Cnmm thousands of
books, pamphlets, and articles on such technical issues as land taxation, cur-
rency reform, and the subtreasury plan, as well as iw&mmvnmwm debate over the
social and ethical Wﬂumnwﬂosm of economic change.

Given the vast expansion of the nation’s productive capacity, many Ameri-
cans viewed the concentration of capital as inevitable, natural, and H.Emmwmm& by
progress. Among economists, social scientists, and captains of industry, ideas
like the worker's right to the fruits of his labor increasingly seemed quaint
anachronisms, irrelevant at a time when the modern corporation had mmwﬂmnmm
the independent producer as the driving force of mnoboan‘nrm:mmp Gradually,
the old idea of the dignity of labor yielded to an emphasis on the contributions
of managers, entrepreneurs, and technology itself to economic progress. By the
turn of the century, advanced economics taught that wages were determined by

the iron law of supply and demand, and that wealth rightly flowed not to
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those who labored hardest, but to those with odﬂm@nmbaﬂm& skills, especiall
E@.mohmﬁm@lgbmzamn needs in a niassTatket. The close link vmgmmw
ffeedom and equality, forged in the Revolution and reinforced during the Civil
at, appeared increasingly out of date. The task of social science, M.ﬁoﬁm iron
manufacturer Abram Hewitt, was to devise ways of making “men who are
equal in liberty” content with the “inequality in . . . distribution” Emﬂﬁmzm in
modern society.® : ’

Among the first to take up this %&ngﬁ were the self-styled “liberal” re-
formers, an influential group of editors, academics, and professionals who

abandoned the warti i i ivi i
e wartime equation of freedom with activism by democratic gov-

ernment. In its place, they elevated a-~“negafive” tinderstanding of freedom as
the absence of restraint on autono Ef&a\.ﬂ&ﬂ\&m into a moral and political
dogma. During the Civil War and early Reconstruction, liberal leaders like E.
L. Godkin, editor of The Nation, Horace White of the Chicago Tribune, and the
Republican political activist Carl Schurz had fully embraced the widmm&m that’
the national state had a responsibility to guarantee equal rights to all citizens
regardless of race. But once the framework of legal m@ﬁ&wm\ had been estab-
ﬁ.mrmm. they came to believe, freedom’s further progress must occur in the so-
cial and economic realms, not the political. In the face of the Republican
Party’s degeneration into a set of corrupt state organizations, and demands by
women, farmers, and Jaborers that the government use its new powers to address
their grievances, these publicists, who claimed to speak for society’s “best men,”
Hmmnm.mﬁnm not only from the Civil War'’s broad assertion of nationalism and
egalitarianism but from democracy itself. Echoing white southerners’ com-
plaints that Reconstruction violated principles of good government by ex-
pelling men of property from power, liberals became persuaded that spoilsmen
and demagogues were manipulating gullible lower-class voters throughout the
country, producing such travesties of good government as the Tweed Ring of
New York City. The democratic state was in danger of becoming a threat to lib-
erty, rather than liberty’s handmaiden. The solution was to return mo,mrm long-
abandoned principle that voting should be limited to men of property.®

" ‘Among elite thinkers, a retreat from the previous consensus in favor of man-
hood suffrage was among the most remarkable mm<&ow9mb8 of the late nine-
teenth century. “Expressions of doubt and distrust in regard to universal
wEntmm are heard constantly . . . [at] the top of our society,” wrote one observer
in 187¢. Except in the case of blacks, however, proposals for sweeping restric-
tion of the franchise stood little chance of mwwmo««&“ since as one reformer
noted, “men will not vote to disfranchise themselves.” But while unable to im-

plement their elitist vision of- mo.ANQ.DBmBP liberals played a major role in pop-
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ularizing an idea that would achieve hegemonic status among the business wsm
wnomwmmWOD& classes in the last quarter of the E.bmmmn.d% nmnmcmw.llwrm equation
of freedom with limited government and laissez-faire economics. o
With some of the nation’s leading newspapers wb%wmio&n&m at ﬁ.rﬁ.m dis-
posal, liberal reformers took it upon themselves to educate m.rn public in the
principles of freedom. Central to their social vision ém.m &wm idea of contract,
.ommmbmw_&% the embodiment of free will and voluntary action, wsm:ms all-purpose
metaphor for proper social relationships. “The laws of nowm.mmnv . Smo.mm one re-
former, “are the foundation of civilization.” In 1861, the British ?mnoﬁm.b of the
law Sir Henry Maine had made the oft-quoted observation that the history OM
“progressive sociéties” could be described as “a movement from Status to QM:@&.
Emancipation and the emergence of the freedpeople as workers whose relations
with their former owners were governed by labor contracts rather that the sov-
ereignty of mastership offered a perfect example of &ﬁm\ nrnBH: So Howpw as m.noﬁ.m
nomic processes and labor relations were governed by ndoﬂu,\w\ommw\mmmwlﬂ\ﬂwﬁwﬁ
at by autonomous individuals, Americans had no mno:bwwwﬁdd.o% Fn of a o,mm
m® .
om. WWMQMHB born a laborer, announced the economist David A. Wells 3. 1877,
would “never be anything but a Jaborer,” and government could do nothing to
alter this situation. Indeed, demands by workers that the mo<mabsmb.m enforce
an eight-hour day or in other ways intervene in the economy struck liberals as
a perfect example of how the misuse of political power @omm@ the gravest threat
to liberty. “The right of each man to labor as Bz.n.r or as lictle as he nwpoommm“H
and to enjoy his own earnings, is the very foundation mﬁ.o.nm of .. ..mnmomonr
wrote Horace White. The market, not democratic politics, Godkin echoed,
was the true realm of freedom: liberty meant “the liberty to buy and sell, and

7 wi 1 the’
mend and make, where, when, and how we please; without interference by

state. In the Gilded Age, slavery continued to shape discussions of freedom, v.zﬁ

in new ways. Liberals invoked the ghost of slavery to discredit efforts to in-

.~ fluence the market’s operations. Laws Rmﬁf%%& form
jscan

A of slavery, since they deprived free agents \o\m)mrm right to &%@E&w
, .M‘W/&mmyw.ﬂwﬁyéoq%nmwm% v fit. Thus did-the idea of free labor,

which originated as a celebration of the independent small producer in a

broadly egalitarian society, metamorphosize into a defense of the unfettered op-
erations of the capitalist Bwawmﬁmbmnm.w .
© Just as the idea of the natural superiority of some races to om.HmH.m Tm&. ear-
Jier been invoked to justify slavery ina free society, social ﬁrmwﬁmﬁ .E the Gilded
Age called upon science to explain the success and failure of individuals and so-

Liberty of Contract and Its Discontents 1 2 1

cial classes. Analogies to the natural world pervaded the era’s thinking. The

growing use of language borrowed from Charles Darwin (often by way of the .

British social philosopher Herbert Spencer), such as “natural selection,” “the
struggle for existence,” and “the survival of the fittest,” became part and par-
cel of the era’s laissez-faire outlook. In the hands of Spencer and his Ameri-
can disciples, what came to be called Social Darwinism offered a powerful
critique of all forms of state interference with the “natural” workings of so-
ciety. Unlike Burkean conservatives, whose politics was rooted in a reverence for
tradition, Social Darwinists embraced the idea of constant social change. His-
tory, they believed, was a narrative of progress in which, as in nature, simpler
,mow‘am,ma\o?m& into more complex ones. The corporation was one of these
more advanced forms, more efficient because better adapted to its environ-
ment than earlier modes of production. To restrict its operations by legislation
* would reduce society to an eatlier, more primitive level.! .
Even the severe depressions of the 1870s and 18gos, each of which lasted half
"a decade and threw millions of Americans out of work, did not shake the gen-
eral middle-class view that the poor were essentially responsible for their own
dire conditions. Ormiaﬁioﬁwﬁm and local governments spent much time and
energy distinguishing the “deserving” poor (those destitute through no fault of
their own) from the “undeserving,” but the former were always defined as ex-
ceptions to a general rule. Failure to advance in society bespoke moral inca-
pacity, a lack of “character” (a key term in social discourse on both sides of the
>&mbmnvrﬁrm absence of self-reliance, perseverance, and courage in the face of
mm<mnm3~. As late as 1900, half the nation’s rﬁmmmﬁ Qﬁm,m offered a&.\mcmz% no poor
relief except to those residing in poorhouses. The way for workers to improve
their lot was not to form unions—coercive institutions that held their mem-
bers in “absolute subjection,” according to one group of manufacturers—but
to practice Humnmos& economy, keep out of debt, and educate their children in
the principles of the marketplace.” .

* Spencer’s most prominent American &mnim and the era’s most influential
Social Darwinist was Yale professor William Graham Sumner, who strove to dis-
" abuse Americans of their highly confused notions of freedom. Cries of “wage

slavery,” and the misguided equation of liberty with a share in political power,

Sumner insisted, reflected a dangerous belief that individuals were entitled to

a certain standard of living provided, if necessary, by the government. For

Sumner, freedom propetly understood meant the “abnegation of state power”

and a frank acceptance of inequality. Society faced two and only two alterna-

tives: :Eu.mnmva inequality, survival of the fittest; not-liberty, equality, survival of
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CHAPTER 20: Urban Canyons 69

Wholesale and Retail

‘WHOLESHALE
LCITY TR EASURY, |
| ,s!in?glnﬁf i.{

TRETAI L.

Source: Morton Keller, The Art and Politics of Thomas Nast (New York: Oxford University
Press, 1968), p. 120 (Thomas Nast’s cartoon of September 16, 1871).

DOCUMENT 20.6

How the Other Half Lives

Jacob Riis

“We wuz six,” said an urchin of twelve or thirteen I came across in the News-
boys” Lodging House, “and we ain’t got no father. Some on us had to go.” And
so he went, to make a living by blacking boots. The going is easy enough. There
is very little to hold the boy who has never known anything but a home in a ten-
ement. Very soon the wild life in the streets holds him fast, and thenceforward
by his own effort there is no escape. Left alone to himself, he soon enough finds
a place in the police books, and there would be no other answer to the second
question: “what becomes of the boy?” than that given by the criminal courts
every day in the week.

But he is not left alone. Society in our day has no such suicidal intention.
Right here, at the parting of the ways, it has thrown up the strongest of all its de-
fences for itself and for the boy. What the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty !

Source: From Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives (Williamston, Mass.: Corner House Publishers.
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Oww .om the horses was my particular pet. He would permit no
famliarity from anybody but me. He knew me, my step and voice and
gmocE prance about in his stall when I came in the morning, lay back
his ears and show his big, strong teeth in a way that to others would
have been a danger signal but to me meant his morning salutation. I
would go fearlessly into his stall, pat his flank and shoulder and neck,
ending by feeding him a lump of sugar. He sulked and was stubborn
when driven by any one else, but forme would do anything I asked. He

o me& to understand when I talked to him. I guess most horses must
*understand me, for they are all my friends.
7 mr M H.MM%M& for the grocer seven years; got up between 5 and 6 in the
g, looked after the horses, had my breakfast and was out with
my wagon soon after 7. I frequently did not get through until 9 or 10 at
night, but I liked the work and my employer was a good man. He paid
me§6 a week and boarded me. It was really the only home I had had
since my early boyhood, so when the grocer failed in business I felt as
sorry over it as he did himself,

I u.aﬁ gotajob with a department store, first as helper and afterward
as driver. About that time the teansters-formed-aumion and T became
a charter member of the delivery wagon drivers’ branch. Through the
influence of the union we got a regular scale of wages, the first year
$12 aweek and after two and a halfyears$15 a week as the minimum.
We have nothing to do with the care of the horses. When a wagon is
taken to the barn afer the day’s work is finished the “inside’” men take
charge and we have nothing further to do until the next morning, when
we find our teams hitched, ready waiting for us to start right out.

H.E&S one exception to the regular rule, however. I goto the barn a
while before leaving time and personally grease my wagon. My reason

- for this is because I want it to run without grinding. I have learned just
what attention-the wagon requirés and I find I can do the greasing
more satisfactorily myself. After I have fixed it up the wheels run
along .ommzw and without ““catching.” A driver gets to know his wagon,
what it requires and what it can do, just as a locomotive engineer
knows his engine.

If there is a hitch anywhere he recognizes the cause of the trouble at
once; $0 sensitive does a driver become to the smooth running of his
wagon that he can actually tell the instant a boy catches hold of the
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tailboard as he drives along the street. Thatlittle additional drag s felt
by the man on the seat just as certainly as it is by the horse in the
shafts.

The union not only regulated wages and working hours, but
improved the class of men employed. We of the Delivery Wagons®
Union are under bonds, and on account of the responsibility attached
to the work we exercise care in admitting men to our organization. We
frequently have the collection of C.O.D. bills, so it is to our own

" interest to have honest and reliable men. One man going wrong brings

the whole organization into disrepute. I can see trouble ahead in
getting back to our former standard when the strike ends.

Now, about this strike. The teamsters of Chicago are subdivided
into over fifty different unions. Each branch of the work has its

tkt.:}ﬂlillr,i e e
separate organization. 1 here are over 35,000 teamsters enrolled, and
atthe height of the trouble something less than 10,000 drivers, helpers
and boys became involved. If less than one-third of our number have
been able to kick up all the fuss we are charged with, it is interesting to
conjecture what might have been done if the entire number had taken
an active part.

The strike started to compel Montgomery Ward & Co. to arbitrate
the causes leading up to the walk-out of their garment workers. The
teamsters, being a powerful organization, voted to help the garment .
workers and to refuse either to haul from the boycotted firm or to

—

mog@@@g?H&ﬁém@Emﬁﬁm@d %&mﬁw&%ﬁ%mowooz
houses that insisted on their drivers delivering to strike-bound houses.
Drivers for coal dealers, express companies, department stores,
lumber firms and many wholesale houses were from time to time
added to the boycott list. Ward & Co. would not yield to the demand
for arbitration of the garment workers’ difficulty, claiming that the
workers left their employ voluntarily nearly a year ago and that the
places left vacant had been filled at once and in a satisfactory manner.
As the strike progressed the garment workers’ grievance became
rather lost sight of in the greater question of holding the teamsters’
unions together. i

Many things have occurred to hurt our side of the fight. I will not
admit that all the things charged against us, directly, are true, but at
the same time I must admit that many, many things can have no
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defense. When the Employers’ Association formed a teaming com-
va@ and offered 8.9: their men to work in the places of the strikers
ey brought to Chicago for that purpose a lot of non-union drive
some of them pretty tough customers. The new drivers for coal mwmhw
: ostly negroes from Southern cities, and they had nerve to sta
on their wagons in spite of persuasion-to give up. Then some of 9%
overzealous union drivers, assisted by sympathizers, who regard M
force a ﬁoﬁoa argument than mere words, yndert ow to dis Nm ; f
E.om.m maw?vammwgm. Every union drivgr“conceived, it to vcm mwm.u
privilege, if wOH duty, to block the way of E,m/: scabs.”” One thing led M X
mu.ogom until stones and bricks were Qom@é@ﬁ_ at/the mnw ort M
drivers. The officers of one of the local unions 80% in the f g .%
style of argument, and their arrest followed. o
wmﬂémm charged in mxw hearing before the grand jury that a gang of
a w : vQ.mv _B.oéc as the “Educational Committee,” was employed t
0" certain drivers. A man would be spotted and when the owgoo
came he would be attacked by the “Educational Committee.” In moBM

f instanc i
5 es he would not recover from the beating, and in other cases he

<

=3

>

. Mo.z_a be crippled for life. That sort of thing, of course, instead of
omg our cause any good injured us with the public and caused

P{«L ) . .
| discontent in our own ranks. Many of us are bitterly opposed to any

such methods.

N mﬂ m%ﬁ SO Emﬂ. a man really carried his life in his hands when he
star %RMMH ﬁo.w:nﬁ mamwﬂ for aboycotted firm, if he happened to come
with a crowd of these “educators” wi i
protected by a police guard. o withost being amply
Qomwmaw MWM m.aa_w@ ammmbama to the lumber drivers there was all sorts of
n the West Side lumber district. A lar,

. " ge number of th
M_Eos.anwoam are Poles—Polaks, they are commonly omzma|mum
ey live in small houses in the vicinity. Their women are big and
strong, Itis no unusual sight to see one of these women carrying, with
Mﬂcﬂgzw little mm,on.v a load of firewood or huge sack of coal that
" %m SMMNmmS an an»Q. man. They know but little English, but
cﬁﬁ:&& Mmm chattering in the strange lingo of their native land.
_ eir husbands and sons left their jobs and a new set took their
places those women at once took a hand in the effort to drive away the
men they regarded as interlopers. They knew little if anything about
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any conflict between the unions and employers. All that any one of
them could understand was that a stranger sat on the lumber wagon
that “belongs to my man.”” That was not to be tolerated for a moment.
Armed with heavy clubs they charged on the non-union drivers, and
unless the police guard was strong enough to cope with infuriated
amazons it went pretty hard with the drivers if the women got within
reach of them with their clubs.

In all the riotous scenes attending the strike there was nothing done
even to approach the fierceness of the attacks by these women.The
police would charge upon them with drawn clubs, but hesitated when
it came to rapping them over the head as they would have done in the
case of dispersing a mob of men. The officers would content
themselves with laying vigorous licks on the well-developed part of
the muscular women’s anatomy presenting the most promising target,
without accomplishing much more than drawing the “fire” of the
attacking party to themselves. Many a time drivers, policemen and

bystanders would be compelled to flee pellmell before a mob of these ,%«

&

L

women, flourishing clubs of enormous size. 3

A favorite way to oppose the strike-breakers at the lumber yards
was to set fire to their loads. A can of oil poured over the rear of the
Joad and a lighted match did the work. In spite of the vigilance of the
guards, the loads frequently would be set on fire, and, of course the
sight of a load of burning lumber soon attracted a big crowd.

The attacks next hardest to handle by the police @mxm\mmbmmmmm
in by school children. These young §ynipathizers soon picked up the
spirit of lawlessness. At the public schools when a non-union driver
brought a load of coal for the building the children, only too pleased to
have a chance to yell and get into mischief, hooted at the drivers,.
finally going to the extent of throwing stones at them. It was only by
the aid of parents that the police at last were able to put a stop to these
outbreaks.

But far the greatest blow our cause received was the discovery that
some of our leaders were engaged in the most disreputable mode of
life. They spent nights in low resorts and spent money freely in

entertaining women of the vilest character. On top of all this it was
openly charged that some of these officers had been receiving money
from certain employers, either for the purpose of calling a strike or to
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Ty . . .
=, settle one. The only offset to these damaging stories lay in the fact that

= the paying employers were equally to blame.

Wy As already stated, many of us are opposed to violence and to the
5 %mgﬁgggﬁ%&%%«qgﬁga
= received A BIow that will take some time to recover from, These
T lawless acts were practiced by a bad element in our own ranks, I am

,u sorry to say, but were largely participated in by a lot of hoodlums, who

~t

,MW, took advantage of conditions to defy the law. Teamsters are not all
- . e, g

. angels, any more than are allmen engaged in other lines of work, butin
/ﬂ ourtanks we have some good law- abiding citizens, who will compare
favorably with the best. We have been charged with things of which I
~feel sure none of us have been guilty. For instance, we have been
% ¢ charged with throwing acid on horses driven by non-union drivers. I
- would not be afraid to wager my life that no teamster worthy the name

=2 ever did such a dastardly thing. Why, we fairly love horses, and I know

N

e~ "if anybody attempted to hurt my horses I would be down off my wagon

o,

in a jiffy with my coat off ready to fight. I cannot deny that acid “eggs”
Q were thrown at horses at times, but it couldn’t have been done by
teamsters.

It has been said that driving a team is not a trade and that teamsters
should not be classed as trade unionists. It may not be a trade in the
sense that, say, carpenter work or printing is, but still a good teamster
must possess certain qualifications that every ordinary “labarer”

S

does not possess. In our union amember must serve three years before
T e e e . - .
_ he canreceive the highest wages of the scale. He must read and write

=l

gmgbﬁrpﬁocmrg He must kn6w What to do in an

emergency if anything happens to his horse or wagon. His horse may
pick up anail, take sick, go lame, or show distress from any cause. If the
driver is capable he knows what to do for the time being. If the harness
break or the wagon meet with an accident, he must be able to patchup
the one and make shift with the other.

I heard of a non-union driver, during the early days of the strike,
who broke a shaft by runninginto something way out on the southside,
When a crowd gathered around and laughed at his mishap, he seemed
to be perfectly helpless. He simply took to his heels and left his wagon
on the hands of his police guard. The officer had to tie up the shaft with
a strap, take the outfit to a neighboring livery stable and telephone for

123
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another driver. I also heard that the darky driver had collected $40 on

.0.D. before the accident. . . . i
: mamoa to this incident to indicate the difference between trained and \

ty drivers and pick-ups. . . " |
qcmwﬂwat@m.mw«mmﬂ ifidications the strike soon will be over. Hamm__%wc "
sorry and glad—sorry that it was so badly managed, but glad that

will have the chance to getwork-again.atliving wages. I am quite sick
\e\lsmégmmﬁ:

i the it” . )
. .W“W%memm«mﬁm? will not get our o_a. jobs back in a hurry, but
then—well, we’ll have to make the best of it.

Chicago, 111
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Kohinore Mine, Pennsylvania, 1891. Child labor was rampant until the progres-
sive National Child Labor Committee spearheaded a movement to prohibit em-
ploying young children.

tions—from private charities to campaigns against child labor and
liquor. The settlement house movement of the late nineteenth century
had spawned a corps of social workers and genteel reformers devoted to
the uplift of slum dwellers. But with time it became apparent that so-
cial evils extended beyond the reach of private charities and demanded
the power of the state.

Labor legislation was perhaps the most significant reform to emerge
from the drive for social justice. The National Child Labor Committee,
organized in 1904, led a movement for laws banning the still wide-
spread employment of young children. Through publicity, the organiza-
tion of state and local committees, and a telling documentation of the
evils of child labor by the photographer Lewis W, Hine, the committee
Within ten years brought about legislation in most states banning the la-
bor of underage children (the minimum age varied from twelve to six-
teen) and limiting the working hours of older children.

Closely linked with the child-labor reform movement was a con-
certed effort to regulate the hours of work for women. Spearheaded by

lorence Kelley, the head of the National Consumers League, this pro-
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A

Triangle Shirtwaist Company Fire, New York City, 1911.

gressive crusade prompted the passage of state laws to ameliorate the
distinctive hardships that long working hours imposed on women who
were wives and mothers. Many states also outlawed night work and la-
bor in dangerous occupations for both women and children. But nu-
merous exemptions and inadequate enforcement often virtually nulli-
fied the laws.

The Supreme Court pursued a curiously erratic course in ruling on
state labor laws. It upheld a Utah law limiting the working day in min-
ing and smelting to eight hours as a proper exercise of the state police
power to protect the health and safety of workers. In Lochner v. New
York (1905), however, the Court voided a ten-hour day because it vio-
lated workers’ “liberty of contract” to accept any terms they chose. But
in Muller v. Oregon (1908), the high court upheld a ten-hour law for
women largely on the basis of sociological data regarding the effects of
long hours on the health and morals of women. In Bunting v. Oregon
(1917), the Court accepted a ten-hour day for both men and women,
but held out for twenty more years against state minimum-wage laws.

Legislation to protect workers against avoidable accidents gained im-
petus from disasters such as the 1911 fire at the Triangle Shirtwaist
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Company in New York in which 146 people, mostly women, died for
want of adequate exits. They either were trapped on the three upper
floors of a.ten-story building, or they plunged to the street below.
Stricter building codes and factory inspection acts followed. One of the
most important advances along these lines was the series of workers’
compensation laws enacted after Maryland led the way in 1902. Acci-
dent insurance systems replaced the old common-law principle that an
injured worker was entitled to compensation only if he could prove em-
ployer negligence, a costly and capricious procedure from which the
worker was likely to win nothing or, as often happened, excessive awards
from overly sympathetic juries.

PROHIBITION For many progressive activists the cause of liquor pro-
hibition was a fifth area for action. Opposition to strong drink was an
ideal cause in which to merge the older private ethics with the new so-
cial ethics. Given the moral disrepute of saloons, prohibitionists could
equate the “liquor traffic” with progressive suspicion of bossism and
“special interests.” When reform pressures mounted, prohibition of-
fered an easy outlet, bypassing the complexities of corporate regulation.,

A temmerance meeting in Kansas. late nineteenth centurvy,
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12 4 The Story of American Frecdom

Labor and the Republic

ent in Amer-
actured along class
ed assault on the under-

As Mitchell’s remark suggests, mote than at almost any other
ican history, public discourse in the late nineteenth cen
lines. And from the labor movement arose a susta
standing of freedom grounded in Social Daginism and liberty of contract.
Caught between nostalgia for the era of sfhall production and frank acknowl-
edgment of the triumph of the Mwﬁ%@ww and the wage labor system, labor re-
formers of the Gilded Age we attracted to a wide array of programs, from
the eight-hour &mvw to pu

employment in hard times, currency reform, an-
archism, socialism,
monwealth.” Bu

the creation of a vaguely defined “cooperative com-
iting these various plans and panaceas was an “ideology of

s" birthright of freedom. In the course of its campaigns, labor de-
velop o a full-blown critique of the .ﬂ.nm vailing definition of liberty. Americans,

&gpas largest labor organization, the

1t pgople that we imagine we are”'®

Emancipation ¢ t 2 g ow ovellabor reform discourse in the Gilded

Age. Lije*thecourty,and

cidbBarwinists, labor spoke the language of free

- rhegoric and partly because the slavery Bmmmwrn,wn offered
appealing to the reform-minded middle class. “

[he la-

of the former slaves or to identify with them asgdispossessed laborers, it

adopted and expanded the Reconstruction \%MNMW of equal QQNQ&EW

“Under the guisé of tepublican freedom,” &%ﬁ 1ed Florence Kelléyin 1889, “we™ -

have degenerated into a nation of mo itizens” Only when the “social struc-
eals embodied in Jefferson's Declaration
oston labor newspaper, could genuine freedom
: referred to the Thirteenth Amendment .mm, a “glo-
rious labor amendm that enshrined the dignity of labor in the Constitu-
tion and s\romm,. afohibition of EAOHE‘HBJ\ servitude was violated by court
injunctions y #ermining the right to strike. Reaching back across the divide of
the CivilgWar, labor defined employers as a new “slave power,” called for ﬁrm.
“emancipation and enfranchisement of all who labor,” and spoke of an “irre-

pressible conflict between the wage system of labor and the republican system

ture” conformed to the egalitaria
of Independence, prodaimed

be secured. Labor spokesz

hm,ro—.m% of Contract and Its Discontents 125
{

of mo<anbamnﬁ.: Oodam&ﬁwﬁmm nm?ﬁ&, warned George E. McNeill, a shoe-
maker and woolmill operative who became one of the movement’s mos

quent writers, had become “a greater power than that of the State” THE remedy
was not to return to the days of the small-scale craftsman, to “engraft re-
publican principles into our industrial system,” by guar teeing a basic set of
economic rights for all Americans.” ,

Through the 1880s, the “abolition of .w,‘%mmm system’
goal of labor organizations. ‘When ¢e h,,Wwowmmmm,murwonmiﬂmmm in the late 1870s
and early 1880s traveled the co Q.%mm testimony on “the relations of cap-
ital and labor,” they encot fred a steady stream of complaints from labor lead-
ers—low wages, the power of monopolies, mﬁ&gm
poverty—sump? ed in the reinvigorated language of “wage slavery” One
correspopd ¢t of a labor newspaper presented American development as a
2030 “successive forms of slavery: feudalism, chattel slavery, and wage labor,
all members of .the same “species.”

The growing number of women working for wages m. dire circamstances
were also described as suffering from a new form of slavery. In 1883, the Chicago”
Times published a remarkable series of articles by reporter Nell Cusack under
the title “City Slave OW\@: exposing wretched working conditions n the city’s
factories and sweatshops. The articles unleashed a flood of letters to the edi-
tor from women workers themselves, many of whom employed the language of
liberty. Domestic service was especially singled out as “a slave’s life,” as one
woman put it, with “long hours, late and early, seven days in the week, bossed
and ordered about as niggers before the war.” Many complained about sexual

T g Tr——
abuse on the H.ovlmboﬂrmm analogy to chattel &.wﬁ&?lérmm Tejecting the

WNMmenmmm opinion that work outside the home inevitably injured a womar'’s
virtue. The problem, “A Working Woman” observed, was not immorality, but
mbmc».m&mnﬁ,wa\ and inadequate job opportunities. Why, she wondered, “in
this free country have not women the right to choose their own avocations?”
So widespread, on both sides of the Adlantic, was the rhetoric of wage slavery
that when the English economic historian John K. Ingram published his His-
tory of Slavery and Serfdom in 1895, he felt compelled to include an appendix on the

“lax” uses of the word “slavery,” foremost among them its application to wage

2

remained the stated

ers and ordinary w

““But more than reiterating the venerable idea that wa,
ible with freedom, labor offered a powerful crisi of a contract ideology that
justified increasing inequality ame of liberty. In Capital, Karl Marx,
whose works were now begiffing to circulate in the United States, had ridiculed

% of moEHmnm thought—the assumption of equality in the

JaO1r was EOOHHHTB”\

the essence of lib
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In Rock Springs, Wyoming, in the summer of 1885, whites attacked five
hundred Chinese miners, massacring twenty-eight of them in cold
blood.

The new immigrants became laborers, housepainters, stonecutters,
ditchdiggers. They were often imported en masse by contractors. One
Italian man, told he was going to Connecticut to work on the railroa
was taken instead to sulfate mines in the South, where he and his fe
were watched over by armed guards in their barracks and in the piines,

before a judge, put in manacles, and, five months afteyf their arrival,
finally dismissed. “My comrades took the train for NewfYork. I had only
one dollar, and with this, not knowing either the try or the lan-

Lake, New Jersey, failing to receive their wages, captured the contractor
and shut him up in the shanty, where
county sheriff came with a posse to hig

A traffic in immigrant child labérers developed, either by contract
with desperate parents in the hom# country or by kidnapping. The .oET
dren were then supervised by “padrones” in a form of slavery, sometimes
sent out as beggar musicians. Proves of them roamed the streets of New
York and Philadelphia.

As the immigrants bgfame naturalized citizens, they were brought
into the American twogparty system, invited to be loyal to one party or
the other, their politi€al energy thus siphoned into elections. An article
in LTwalia, in Ng¥ember 1894, called for Italians to support the
Republican partyf

»

When Aggfrican citizens of foreign birth refuse to ally themselves with the
Republifan Party, they make war upon their own welfare. The Republican
Part# stands for all that the people fight for in the Old World. It is the
4 pion of freedom, progress, order, and law. It is the steadfast foe of

fonarchial class rule. ,

There were 5% million immigrants in the 1880s, 4 million in the
1890s, creating a labor surplus that kept wages down. The immigrants
were more controllable, more helpless than native workers; they were

ROBBER BARONS AND REBELS NQ\N

culturally displaced, at odds with one another, therefore useful as strike-
breakers. Often their children worked, intensifying the problem of an
oversized labor force and joblessness; in 1880 there were 1,118,000 chil-
dren under sixteen (one out of six) at work in the United States. With
everyone working long hours, families often became strangers to one
another. A pants presser named Morris Rosenfeld wrote a poem, “My
Boy,” which became widely reprinted and recited:

T have a little boy at home,
A pretty little son;
I think sometimes the world is mine

In him, my only oze. .. .

"Ere dawn my labor drives me forth;
Tis night when I am free;

A stranger am I to my child;

And stranger my child to me. . ..

Women immigrants became servants, prostitutes, housewives, fac-
tory workers, and sometimes rebels. Leonora Barry was born in Ireland
and brought to the United States. She got married, and when her hus-
band died she went to work in 2 hosiery mill in upstate New York to
support three young children, earning 65 cents her first. week. She
joined the Knights of Labor, which had fifty thousand women members
in 192 women’s assemblies by 1886. She became “master workman?” of
her assembly of 927 women, and was appointed to work for the Knights
as a general investigator, to “go forth and educate her sister working-
women and the public generally as to their needs and necessities.” She
described the biggest problem of women workers: “Through long years
of endurance they have acquired, as a sort of second nature, the habit of
submission and acceptance without question of any terms offered them,
with the pessimistic view of life in which they see no hope.” Her report
for the year 1888 showed: 537 requests to help women organize, 100
cities and towns visited, 1,900 leaflets distributed.

In 1884, women’s assemblies of textile workers and hatmakers went
on strike. The following year in New York, cloak and shirt makers, men
and women (holding separate meetings but acting together), went on
strike. The New York Word called it “a revolt for bread and butter.”
They won higher wages and shorter hours.

That winter in Yonkers, a few women carpet weavers were fired for
joining the Knights, and in the cold of February, 2,500 women walked
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out and picketed the mill. Only seven hundred of them were members
of the Knights, but all the strikers soon joined. The police attacked the
picket line and arrested them, but a jury found them not guilty. A great
dinner was held by working people in New York to honor them, with
two thousand delegates from unions all over the city. The strike lasted
six months, and the women won some of their demands, getting back
their jobs, but without recognition of their union.

What was astonishing in so many of these struggles was not that the
strikers did not win all that, they wanted, but that, against such great
odds, they dared to resist, and were not destroyed.

Perhaps it was the recognition that day-to-day combat was not
enough, that fundamental change was needed, which. sdmulated the
growth of revolutionary movements at this time. The Socialist Labor
party, formed in 1877, was tiny, and torn by internal arguments, but it
had some influence in organizing unions among foreign workers. In
New York, Jewish socialists organized and put out a newspaper. In
Chicago, German revolutionaries, along with native-born radicals like
Albert Parsons, formed Social Revolutionary clubs. In 1883, an anar-
chist congress took place in Pittsburgh. It drew up a manifesto:

.. All laws are directed against the working people. ... Even the school
serves only the purpose of furnishing the offspring of the wealthy with those
qualities necessary to uphold their class domination. The children of the
poor get scarcely a formal elementary training, and this, too, is mainly
directed to such branches as tend to producing prejudices, arrogance, and
servility; in short, want of sense. The Church finally seeks to make complete
idiots out of the mass and to make them forego the paradise on earth by
promising a fictitious heaven. The capitalist press, on the other hand, takes
care of the confusion of spirits in public life. . . . The workers can therefore
expect no help from any capitalistic party in their struggle against the exist-
ing system. They must achieve their liberation by their own efforts. As in
former times, a privileged class never surrenders its tyranny, neither can it
be expected that the capitalists of this age will give up their rulership with-
out being forced to doit. . ...

The manifesto asked “equal rights for all without distinction to sex or

race.” It quoted the Communist Manifesto: “Workmen of all lands, unite!

You have nothing to lose but your chains; you have a world to win!”

In Chicago, the new Intern tional Working s Associat
ARCTIETS, ed newspapers

parades, and

VAR )

nized mass demon
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strikes was a powerful influence in the twenty-two uni

the Central Labor Union of Chicago. ﬁronw were HMMWMEMWMMMH MMa f
among all these revolutionary groups, but the theorists were mﬁ“
brought together by the practical needs of labor struggles, a
were many in the mid-1880s. y

. In early 1886, the Texas & Pacific Railroad fire i

trict assembly of the Knights of Labor, and this M% MMmm. e et
spread ‘&H.ocm?oﬁ the Southwest, tying up traffic as far 4 s St. Louis and
Kansas City. Nine young men recruited in New Orléans as marshals
vmocmr..ﬁ to memm to protect company property, lears d about the mn.:mm
and quit their jobs, saying, “as man to man we co { not justifiably go to
work and take the bread out of our fellow-workn en’s mouths, no matter
how Bﬁor we needed it ourselves.” They/were then Bw.wmﬂ& for
defrauding the company by refusing to work, and sentenced to three
months in the Galveston county jail.

The strikers engaged in sabotage. Afnews dispatch from Atchison
Kansas: ’

At 12:45 E.H.m morning the men on g ard at the Missouri Pacific roundhouse
were wE.@.Smwm by .ﬁrm m@@mmmm:n...%ﬂm 35 or 40 masked men. The guards were
corralled in the oil room by a detachment of the visitors who stood guard

with pistols . . . while the resf of them thoroughly disab, i
: _ led 12
which stood in the stalls. ¢ e focomores

In April, in ,memﬂ St. Louig, there was a battle between strikers and police
Seven workingmen wegé killed, whereupon workers burned the mnmmmrm
depot Om. the Louisvill¢' & Nashville. The governor declared martial law
and sent in seven hugidred National Guardsmen. With mass arrests, violent
attacks by sheriffs Aind deputies, no support from the skilled domﬁnn.@&m
workers of the Ragflway Brotherhoods, the strikers could not rmE out. After
several months they surrendered, and many of them were blacklisted.

By the spfing of 1886, the movement for an eight-hour day had

. grown. OnMay 1, the American Federation of Labor, now five years

old, calleg’ for nationwide strikes wherever the eight-hour day was
Hom.cm& erence Powderly, head of the Knights of Labor, opposed the
m_ﬂw@. ying that employers and employees must first be educated on
the ejght-hour day, but assemblies of the Knights made plans to strike
‘H,rm,, .mﬁmbm chief of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers owwOmom

h¢ eight-hour day, saying “two hours less work means two hours more
6afing about the corners and two hours more for drink,” but railroad
workers did not agree and supported the eight-hour movement.
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How THE OTHER HALF LIVES

The same economic forces which created unprecedented fortunes had
another side, The new, more capital intensive industries prevented many
from taking advantage of the emerging opportunities. With businesses
determined to secure a profit and a government that refused to intervene,
large numbers of Americans had increasingly less control over their lives,
working longer hours in more dangerous jobs for comparatively less pay.
The response of American workers varied, though many sought to change
the system through collective action such as labor unions and political par-
ties. The following documents provide a glimpse of some of the conditions
which these workers faced and also chronicles their responses.
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M
“THE STORY OF A SWEATSHOP GIRL” (1902)

- The adaptation of machines to methods of production brought changes to the work-

force as well as to how goods were made. The garment industry was among those
businesses affected by the change. The development of standard clothing sizes, the
use of the electrically powered sewing machine, and the availability of low-wage
workers allowed for the mass production of inexpensive clothes for both men and
women. In most instances garment businesses were located in cities. Often taking
over a floor or floors of a former warehouse, numerous workers and machines were
crammed into these floors, creating crowded and dangerous work conditions that
became known as the “sweatshop.” The workforce was usually young females, often
recent immigrants, as the garment trades offered women one of the few sources of
incomme outside the home. These women assembled parts of clothing, performing the
same sewing task repetitiously for hours on end. In 1902, Sadie Frowne, a Polish
immigrant, told her story as a sweatshop girl to reporter from the news magazine
The Independent, Excerpts of her account follow.

‘m
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Describe Frowne’s work and the conditions of her employment.




CHAPTER 20 m HOW THE OTHER HALF LIVES

How does she view this work?
How could such a situation exist?

Why does she indicate that she belongs to a union, but is “not a
Socialist or an Anarchist”?

What does this document reveal about labor in this time period?

“ unt Fanny had alwaysbeen anxious for me to get an education, as I
did not know how to read or write, and she thought that was wrong.
ols are different in Poland from what they are in this country, and I was
lys too busy to learn to read and write. So when mother died I thought I
ld try to learn a trade and then I could go to school at night and learn to
k the English language well.
» I went to work in Allen street (Manhattan) in what they call a sweat-
, making skirts by machine. I was new at the work and the foreman
led me a great deal. )
Now, then,” he would say, “this place is not for you to be looking around
ttend to your work. That is what you have to do.” :
lid not know at first that you must not look around and talk, and I made
y mistakes with the sewing, so that I was often called a “stupid animal.”
made $4 a week by working six days in the week. For there are two Sab-
s here—our own Sabbath, that comes on a Saturday, and the Christian
ath that comes on Sunday. It is against our law to work on our own Sab-
. 50 we work on their Sabbath. . . .
vo years ago I came to this place, Brownsville, where so many of my
le are, and where I have friends. I got work in a factory making under-
s—all sorts of cheap underskirts, like cotton and calico for the summer
woolen for the winter, but never the silk, satin or velvet underskirts. I
ed $4.50 a week and lived on $2 a week, the same as before. . . .
isn’t piecework in our factory, but one is paid by the amount of work
> just the same. So it is like piecework. All the hands get different
unts, some as low as $3.50 and some of the men as high as $16 a week.
factory is in the third story of a brick building. It is in a room twenty feet
and fourteen broad. There are fourteen machines in it. I and the daugh-
f the people with whom I live work two of these machines. The other
ators are all men, some young and some old. . ..
set up at half-past five o’clock every morning and make myself a cup of
e on the oil stove. I eat a bit of bread and perhaps some fruit and then go
ork. Often I get there soon after six o’clock so as to be in good time, tho
actory does not open till seven. I have heard that there is a sort of clock
calls you at the very time you want to get up, but I can’t believe that
use I don’t see how the clock would know.
t seven o’clock we all sit down to our machines and the boss brings to
one the pile of work that he or she is to finish during the day, what they
n English their “stint.” This pile is put down beside the machine and as
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soon as a skirt is done it is laid on the other side of the machine. Sometimes
the work is not all finished by six o’clock and then the one who is behind
must work overtime. Sometimes one is finished ahead of time and gets away
at four or five o’clock, but generally we are not done till six o’clock. The
machines go like mad all day, because the faster you work the more money
you get. Sometimes in my haste I get my finger caught and the needle goes
right through it. It goes so quick, tho, that it does not hurt much. I bind the
finger up with a piece of cotton and go on working. We all have accidents
like that. Where the needle goes through the nail it makes a sore finger, or
where it splinters a bone it does much harm. Sometimes a finger has to come
off. Generally, tho, one can be cured by a salve.

All the time we are working the boss walks about examining the finished
garments and making us do them over again if they are not just right. So we
have to be careful as well as swift. But I am getting so good at the work that
within a year I will be making $7 a week, and then I can save at least $3.50 a
week. I have over $200 saved now. :

The machines are all run by foot power, and at the end of the day one feels
so weak that there is a great temptation to lie right down and sleep. But you
must go out and get air, and have some pleasure. So instead of lying down I
go out, generally with Henry. Sometimes we go to Coney Island, where there
are good dancing places, and sometimes we go to Ulmer Park to picnics. . ..

[ am going back to night school again this winter. Plenty of my friends go
there. Some of the women in my class are more than forty years of age. Like
me, they did not have a chance to learn anything in the old country. It is good
to have an education; it makes you feel higher. Ignorant people are all low.
People say now that I am clever and fine in conversation.

We have just finished a strike in our business. It spread all over and the
United Brotherhood of Garment Workers was in it. That takes in the cloak-
makers, coatmakers, and all the others. We struck for shorter hours, and after
being out four weeks won the fight. We only have to work nine and a half
hours a day and we get the same pay as before. So the union does good after
all in spite of what some people say against it—that it just takes our money
and does nothing.

I pay 25 cents a month to the union, but I do not begrudge that because it is
for our benefit. The next strike is going to be for a raise of wages, which we all
ought to have. But tho I belong to the Union I am not a Socialist or an Anar-
chist. I don’t know exactly what those things mean. There is a little expense
for charity, too. If any worker is injured or sick we all give money to help. ...
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The Civil War destroyed the slave-based, plantation system of the South and brought
revolutionary economic adjustments for both whites and African Americans. Many
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THE EARLY WOMEN'S MOVEMENT ~ I23

s country was that in Lowell, in October, 1836. When it was announced that
iwma were to be cut down, great indignation was felr, and it was decided to strike
mbgmmma..;m was done. The mills were shut down, and the gitls went in ?on&&o%
om their several corporations to the “grove” on Chapel Hill, and listened
incendiary” speeches from early labor reformers. v e
| @zn A.um the girls stood on a pump, and gave vent to the feelings of her com-
patiions in a neat speech, declaring that it was their duty to resist all attempts at
cutting down the wages. This was the first time a woman had spoken in c%. i
owell, .mbm the event caused surprise and consternation among her mc%n:own "
»Oﬁmwm down the wages was not their only grievance, nor the only cause of .r.
mq_,wn. Hitherto the corporations had paid twenty-five cents a Smnm tow. M ﬁﬁra
vom& n.um a.mnr operative, and now it was their purpose to have the girls pay H.n MCBW
an this, in addition to the cur in wages, would make a difference of at least u
%.:B. a week. It was estimated that as many as twelve or fifteen hundred %. D_m
riied out, and walked in procession through the streets. . . . -
My own recollection of this first strike (or “turn out” as it was called) is ver
vivid. I worked in a lower room, where I had heard the proposed strike full vm
not <nrman&vw discussed; I had been an ardent listener to what was said mqmwwmm
satempt at o.m%mmm&onu on the part of the corporation, and naturally wﬁoow
&nm <.S§ the strikers. When the day came on which the girls were to turn out
those in the upper rooms started first, and so many of them left that our QH_M
atonce shut down. Then, when the gitls in my room stood irresolute
n'what to do, asking each other, “Would you?” or “Shall we turn o:umwmynnM
tone of them having the courage to lead mmm I, who began to ﬁrwbw MM
En_ not go out, after all their talk, became impatient, and started on mrmmmw
,mur with childish bravado, “I don’t care what you do, [ am going to EQH
" o“ﬂ”.mﬂ% one else does or not;” and I marched out, and was followed
I'looked back at the long line that followed me, I was more proud than I
ever been at any success I may have achieved. S

still preferred to go on working at some more genteel employment at seventy-
cents a week and their board.

But in 2 short dme the prejudice against the factory labor wore away, and
Lowell mills becamne filled with blooming and energetic New England women. Th
were naturally intelligent, had mother-wit, and fell easily invo the ways of their n
life. They soon began to associate with those who formed the community in whi
they had come to live, and were invited to their houses. They went to the sam
church, and sometimes married into some of the best families. Or if they returmn
to their secluded homes again, instead of being looked down upon as “factory gi
by the squire’s or lawyer’s family, they were more often welcomed as coming fro
the metropolis, bringing new fashions, new books, and new ideas with them.

In 1831 Lowell was litcle more than a factory village. Several corporations we
started, and the cotron-mills belonging to them were building. Help was in grea
demand; and the stories were told all over the country of the new factory town
and the high wages that were offered to all classes of work-people,—stories th
ceached the ears of mechanics’ and farmers’ sons, and gave new life to lonely
dependent women in distant towns and farmhouses. Into this Yankee El Dorad
these needy people began to pour by the various modes of travel known to tho
slow old days. The stage-coach and the canal-boat came every day, always fill
with the new recruics for this army of useful people. The mechanic and machis
ist camne, cach with his home-made chest of tools, and oftentimes his wife and'
dle ones. The widow came with her litde flock of scanty housekeeping goods

open a boarding-house or variety store, and so provided a home for her fathetl
children. Many farmers’ daughters came to earn moncy to complete their weddi
outfit, or buy the bride’s share of housekeeping articles.

Women with past histories came, to hide their griefs and their identity, and
earn an honest living in the “sweat of their brow. ” Single young men came,
hope and life, to get money for an education, or to lift the mortgage from
home-farm. Troops of young girls came by stages and baggage-wagons, men
being employed to go to other Stares and to Canada, to collect them at so m!
a head, and deliver them to the factories. . .. A \

These country girls had queer names, which added to the singularity of;
appearance. Samantha, Triphena, Plumy, Kezia, Aseneth, Elgardy,
Ruhamah, Lovey, Almaretta, Sarepta, and Florilla were among them. ;

Their dialect was also very peculiar. On the broken English and Scotch of
ancestors was ingrafted the nasal Yankee twang; so that many of them, when
had just come down, spoke a language almost unintelligible. But the sever
cipline and ridicule which met them was as good as a school education, and:
were soon taught the “city way of speaking.” . ..

One of the firse strikes of the cotton-factory operatives that ever took pla
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