The Gilded Age: Power and Privilege
Directions:

I: For your assigned group (this packet), identify:

1. Who are you?

2. 'Where do you live?

II. HOMEWORK |
Annolight your packet marking/writing notes that would help to fill in part ITI below
(you will do this in class tomorrow with your group)

III: Classwork (to do with your group in class)

1. How much power does your historical character have during the time? Put a
percentage # on the spectrum below.

Amount of Power: 0% 100%

Provide four examples of WHY you put your number where you did.

2. How much agency (power to change their lives) does your historical figure have?

~ Amount of Agency: 0% 1oo%

Provide four examples of WHY you put your number where you did.



3. Does your historical figure represent individualism or collectivism?

0% 100%

Provide four examples of WHY you put your number where you did.

IV: The Gilded Age

gilded - based on pretense; deceptively pleasing "
gild
tr.v. gild ed or gilt (git), ﬁz'ld ing, gilds

1. To cover with or as if with a thin layer of gold.

2. To give an often deceptively attractive or improved appearance to.

3. Archaic: To smear with blood.
http:/fwww.thefreedictionary.com/gilded 12/4/2006

Read the definition of the Gilded Age above. Does your historical figure or person
represent the gold layer or the grittiness underneath?

Provide four examples for your answer.

V: Prepare a group motto for your group based on the amount of power and privilege
you have. Prepare three pieces of evidence to share that prove your motto.



VI: As your classmates present, take notes on the amount of power and privilege they
have. Get specific details.

. a) Elite

bj \ People living in the West

c¢) Union Member

d) Poor

" e) Chinese Immigrant

f) Captain of Industry/Robber Barons

g) European Immigrant

h) Government Official

i) Farmer

j) Women and Chid Labor (marginalized laborers)
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CHAPTER 20 m HOW THE OTHER HALF LIVES

How does she view this work?
How could such a situation exist?

Why does she indicate that she belongs to a union, but is “not a
Socialist or an Anarchist”?

What does this document reveal about labor in this time period?

unt Fanny had alwaysbeen anxious for me to get an education, as I
did not know how to read or write, and she thought that was wrong.
ols are different in Poland from what they are in this country, and I was
lys too busy to learn to read and write. So when mother died I thought I
Id try to learn a trade and then I could go to school at night and learn to
k the English language well.
» I went to work in Allen street (Manhattan) in what they call a sweat-
, making skirts by machine. I was new at the work and the foreman
led me a great deal. )
Now, then,” he would say, “this place is not for you to be looking around
ttend to your work. That is what you have to do.” .
lid not know at first that you must not look around and talk, and I made
y mistakes with the sewing, so that I was often called a “stupid animal.”
made $4 a week by working six days in the week. For there are two Sab-
s here—our own Sabbath, that comes on a Saturday, and the Christian
ath that comes on Sunday. It is against our law to work on our own Sab-
.50 we work on their Sabbath. . . .
~0 years ago I came to this place, Brownsville, where so many of my
le are, and where I have friends. I got work in a factory making under-
s—all sorts of cheap underskirts, like cotton and calico for the summer
woolen for the winter, but never the silk, satin or velvet underskirts. I
ed $4.50 a week and lived on $2 a week, the same as before. . . .
isn’t piecework in our factory, but one is paid by the amount of work
> just the same. So it is like piecework. All the hands get different
unts, some as low as $3.50 and some of the men as high as $16 a week.
factory is in the third story of a brick building. It is in a room twenty feet
and fourteen broad. There are fourteen machines in it. I and the daugh-
f the people with whom I live work two of these machines. The other
ators are all men, some young and some old. . ..
set up at half-past five o’clock every morning and make myself a cup of
e on the oil stove. I eat a bit of bread and perhaps some fruit and then go
ork. Often I get there soon after six o’clock so as to be in good time, tho
actory does not open till seven. I have heard that there is a sort of clock
calls you at the very time you want to get up, but I can’t believe that
use I don’t see how the clock would know.
t seven o’clock we all sit down to our machines and the boss brings to
one the pile of work that he or she is to finish during the day, what they
n English their “stint.” This pile is put down beside the machine and as
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soon as a skirt is done it is laid on the other side of the machine. Sometimes
the work is not all finished by six o’clock and then the one who is behind
must work overtime. Sometimes one is finished ahead of time and gets away
at four or five o’clock, but generally we are not done till six o’clock. The
machines go like mad all day, because the faster you work the more money
you get. Sometimes in my haste I get my finger caught and the needle goes
right through it. It goes so quick, tho, that it does not hurt much. I bind the
finger up with a piece of cotton and go on working. We all have accidents
like that. Where the needle goes through the nail it makes a sore finger, or
where it splinters a bone it does much harm. Sometimes a finger has to come
off. Generally, tho, one can be cured by a salve.

All the time we are working the boss walks about examining the finished
garments and making us do them over again if they are not just right. So we
have to be careful as well as swift. But I am getting so good at the work that
within a year I will be making $7 a week, and then I can save at least $3.50 a
week. I have over $200 saved now. “

The machines are all run by foot power, and at the end of the day one feels
so weak that there is a great temptation to lie right down and sleep. But you
must go out and get air, and have some pleasure. So instead of lying down I
go out, generally with Henry. Sometimes we go to Coney Island, where there
are good dancing places, and sometimes we go to Ulmer Park to picnics. . . .

I'am going back to night school again this winter. Plenty of my friends go
there. Some of the women in my class are more than forty years of age. Like
me, they did not have a chance to learn anything in the old country. It is good
to have an education; it makes you feel higher. Ignorant people are all low.
People say now that I am clever and fine in conversation.

We have just finished a strike in our business. It spread all over and the
United Brotherhood of Garment Workers was in it. That takes in the cloak-
makers, coatmakers, and all the others. We struck for shorter hours, and after
being out four weeks won the fight. We only have to work nine and a half
hours a day and we get the same pay as before. So the union does good after
all in spite of what some people say against it—that it just takes our money
and does nothing.

I pay 25 cents a month to the union, but I do not begrudge that because it is
for our benefit. The next strike is going to be for a raise of wages, which we all
ought to have. But tho I belong to the Union I am not a Socialist or an Anar-
chist. I don‘t know exactly what those things mean. There is a little expense
for charity, too. If any worker is injured or sick we all give money to help. ...
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The Civil War destroyed the slave-based, plantation system of the South and brought
revolutionary economic adjustments for both whites and African Americans. Manu
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